
African Union Commission and Chinese officials early this month inaugurated the first phase
of the China Aided African Center for Disease Control (African CDC) headquarters in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia. chairperson of the AUC Moussa Faki Mahamat led the inauguration with
China's new foreign minister Qin Gang.
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China-assisted Africa disease control HQ commissioned

African Union Commission and
Chinese officials early this month
inaugurated the first phase of the
China aided African Center Disease
Control (Africa CDC) Headquarters in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Chairperson
of the AUC Moussa Faki Mahamat led
the inauguration with China’s new
foreign minister Qin Gang. Mahamat
lauded the realization of the Africa
CDC headquarters saying the facility
is a manifestation of the growing
partnership between China and the
continent. According to him, the
Africa CDC will have a paramount
significance in strengthening public
health services, diagnostic
capabilities and reinforce readiness
to mitigate major health problems
across Africa.  The chairperson
further said the two sides signed
MoUs to work in collaboration in
peace and security, food sufficiency
and health sectors. 

 

The Chinese minister stated that the
Africa CDC which has been built with
the financial support of the Chinese
government is an epitome of the
flourishing China-Africa cooperation.
He further reiterated China’s
commitment to strong solidarity and
cooperation in multi-faceted areas. He
said 52 African countries and the
African Union have so far signed the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
cooperation agreement with China,
noting that the China- Africa
corporations have made historic
achievements over the past decade.
China will continue its advocacy for
realization of proper representation of
Africa in the United Nations Security
Council and other international
platforms. China is committed to
supporting Africa’s drive to expand
road and railway infrastructures with
the view to support the African
Continental Free Trade Area initiative,
the Chinese foreign minister said

 Equipped with state-of-the-art facilities, the
Africa CDC headquarters is believed to smarten
and strengthen healthcare services in the
continent.

.... Holds the 8th China-AU Strategic Dialogue with AUC Chairperson Moussa Faki Mahamat
Earlier Foreign Minister Qin
Gang held the 8th China-AU
Strategic Dialogue with
Chairperson of the African
Union Commission (AUC)
Moussa Faki Mahamat at the
headquarters of the African
Union (AU).
Qin Gang said, the AU is a
pacesetter for strength through
unity among African countries
and for solidarity and
cooperation among developing
countries. In recent years,
African integration has gained
strong momentum and Africa's
collective influence on
international affairs has been
growing. China extends
congratulations on this. Qin
Gang expressed his belief that
the AU will surely lead African
countries towards making
greater achievements in their
journey of development and
revitalization. 
Qin Gang said, China has always
prioritized Africa in its
diplomacy, and inheriting and
carrying forward the China-
Africa friendship has become a
glorious tradition and defining
feature of China's diplomacy. At
present, China and the AU have
maintained a sound momentum
of cooperation,

constantly enhanced political mutual trust and
supported each other on issues concerning
respective core interests and major concerns.
Qin Gang said, China will continue to be a
development partner for common growth with
Africa and work together to build a China-
Africa community with a shared future in the
new era. China has taken the lead in supporting
the AU's admission to the G20, and supporting
African countries' greater representation and
voice at the UN Security Council and other
international organizations to safeguard the
common interests of developing countries.
China will work with Africa to promote the
common values of humanity and uphold true
multilateralism.
Faki said, China has stood with Africa in its
struggle for national independence and
liberation and its efforts to accelerate
development and revitalization and participate
more in international affairs. He said, Africa
values China's strong support for African
integration, connectivity and the development
of free trade area, and looks forward to
working with China to jointly advance the
building of a China-Africa community with a
shared future in the new era.
Full of confidence in the prospects of China-
Africa relations, the two sides stressed that
they will step up high-level exchanges, align
their development strategies more closely and
focus on practical cooperation. Qin Gang said
that China will continue to play a constructive
role in safeguarding peace and security in
Africa.

The visiting Chinese Foreign Minister Qin
Gang has said Africa is a big stage for
international cooperation, not an arena for
major-power rivalry.
When asked about China's views on the
second U.S.-Africa summit, Qin said both
China and the U.S. are permanent
members of the UN Security Council and
bear great responsibilities for world
peace, security and development.
"China-U.S. relations should not be a
competitive relationship or a zero-sum
game in which one loses and the other
wins. Otherwise, both sides will suffer and
the world will suffer," he said.
Qin said China and the United States
should respect each other, live in peace
and cooperate for win-win results, and
refrain from undermining the interests of
any third party, stressing that this is only
in line with the trend of the current times
and the expectations of the international
community.
He said the profound traditional friendship
between China and Africa is rooted in their
mutual support for the cause of national
liberation and mutual assistance on the
road to development. It is also based on a
friendly cooperative relationship that
features sincerity, real results, amity, and
good faith, as well as mutual respect,
equality, and mutual benefit. Since the
beginning of the new century, China has
built more than 6,000 km of railways,
6,000 km of roads, nearly 20 ports and
more than 80 large power facilities in
Africa, Qin said,
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adding that China has assisted in the
construction of more than 130 hospitals
and clinics, more than 170 schools, 45
stadiums and gymnasiums, and over 500
agricultural projects in Africa.
The Chinese foreign minister said these
tangible achievements have played an
important role in promoting economic
and social development and improving
people's livelihood in Africa, showcasing
the strength of China-Africa relations and
friendship and winning praise from
African countries and people.
He said Africa is a continent on the rise
and a fertile field of hope, full of vigor
and vitality, as he underscored that
without peace and development in
Africa, there will be no stability and
prosperity in the world.
What Africa needs is solidarity and
cooperation, not confrontation. No
country or person has the right to force
African countries to pick sides, he
affirmed.
Africa should be a stage for international
cooperation, not an arena for major-
power rivalry, he stressed. "If there is
competition, let it be who does more for
Africa's peaceful development and for
Africa's greater representation and voice
in the international governance agenda."
Qin reiterated that China is happy to see
any country that is sincere in helping
Africa achieve peace and development.
"If African friends are willing, China is
ready to carry out trilateral or
multilateral cooperation with any country
in Africa and jointly make a greater
contribution to Africa's development and
rejuvenation."
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Nigerian capital holds "Year of Rabbit" celebrations

An aroma of Chinese foods wafted
through the air as people from all
walks of life gathered in a festive
spirit. With the Year of the Rabbit
right around the corner, Nigeria's
Chinese community held a carnival
celebration here on Saturday.
The observance of the Chinese
Lunar New Year is particularly
relevant for local Chinese, who wish
to maintain tradition and share their
culture with their Nigerian
neighbors and friends.
Under branded pop-up canopies at
the China Cultural Center in Abuja,
several tables were laden with
Chinese cuisines, such as
dumplings, noodles and rice cakes.
Revelers moved in droves to taste
the savory foods on display.
"It is good to experience China in
Nigeria and for us to get to know
their culture, their food, and what
they represent," Maryjude Ayodele,
a businesswoman, told Xinhua.
Displaying a white paper on which
her name had been written with
Chinese characters under one pop-

countries had bridged cultural differences and
fostered a sense of community and harmony.
The celebration would help the Chinese
community here mark the upcoming Spring
Festival and offer an opportunity for Nigerian
people to understand Chinese culture, Cui
told Xinhua.
Tang Fanli, a mother of three kids, will spend
her fourth Spring Festival in Nigeria. She
brought her kids to the activities because she
wanted them to experience the festive
atmosphere. "I'm so happy. It makes me feel
warm all over."
According to Lydia Shehu Jafiya, Nigeria's
permanent secretary of information and
culture, Nigeria-China cultural exchanges
continue to play a vital role in promoting
tourism between the two countries by
offering a glimpse into Chinese culture,
customs and traditions while encouraging
more Nigerians to visit China, and vice versa.
"Nigeria and China share a close affinity in
cuisine, hospitality and festivals. Hence, the
rapid growth of our deep fraternal, cultural
cord is incontestable," Jafiya said. "I am
proud of the outstanding cultural ties existing
between our dear nations, which have
flourished nonstop for decades." 

up canopy, Ayodele praised the
level of "Nigeria-China cultural
exchange."
The gathering was one of the events
hosted by the Chinese embassy to
celebrate the Chinese New Year,
also known as Spring Festival,
which falls on Jan. 22 this year.
The celebration reached its climax
with a dragon dance -- a traditional
Chinese dance performed to ward
off evil spirits and bring good ,luck.
The long and turned through a long
red carpet, mesmerizing onlookers
with its graceful movements. The
dragon, made of colorful silk and
paper, was carried by a group of
Nigerian dancers who moved to the
beat of drums and cymbals.
The joyous celebration was spiced
up by local troupes and school art
groups who performed various
Nigerian dances in addition to
Chinese flute performances and
dances. Cui Jianchun, Chinese
ambassador to Nigeria, emphasized
that people-
to-people exchanges between the
two 

 Chinese ambassador to Nigeria Cui Jian Chun dlivering remarks at the celebration of Chinese New Year in Abuja



excited business people."We are happy
that our traders will finally travel to China
after a long period. This will make trade
between the two countries easy."
Boosting trade
It will boost trade between Uganda and
one of its major trade partners, he said.
In Togo, news of China's new COVID-19
response measures has been
overwhelmingly welcomed by local traders.
According to Television Togolaise, the
country's state broadcaster, the number of
calls in the country to inquire about
overseas travel to China has risen.
"People want to go to China," Television
Togolaise reported. "More courageous
traders are already planning to make the
much-awaited trip to China, and we believe
they will open the way to other traders who
might be hesitant about the new rules."
Togo imported goods from China worth
$442 million in 2020, the World Bank says.
China has been Africa's largest trading
partner since overtaking the United States
in 2009. 
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China's Reopening: African commerce welcomes new steps

African traders have welcomed China's
changes to its COVID-19 response measures,
which include no longer requiring inbound
visitors to quarantine, effective on Jan 8,
expecting a boom in bilateral trade.
Victorina Oningo, a Kenyan who lives in Qatar
but imports car spare parts from China to
Kenya, said China's move to facilitate
international travel is a big boost for her
business.
Oningo, who is in Kenya to celebrate the new
year with her family, said her business has
been affected by the pandemic over the past
three years, so she was glad to hear about the
changes.
Things are looking up for those of us who
depend on travel to China to secure our
supplies."
Thadeus Musoke Nagenda, chairman of
Kampala City Traders Association in Kampala,
Uganda, said the news that inbound travelers
to China will no longer need to go into
quarantine when they arrive in the country has 

China is also a major investor on the
continent, funding big infrastructure projects
as part of the Belt and Road Initiative.
in 2020 China adopted strict measures for
controlling and preventing COVID-19.
Inbound visitors were required to quarantine
in designated hotels for two weeks, followed
by home quarantine. These and other control
measures have now been scrapped.
Earlier, reacting to China's relaxation of
restrictions, Kenya's Health Cabinet
Secretary, Susan Nakhumicha, said her
country had no plans for new measures for
passengers traveling to Kenya from China,
saying such a move would hurt the economy.
"In my view, I do not think it is going to be
necessary for us to impose any travel
restrictions on travelers from China."

Kenya is recovering economically, she said,
"so I will not rush to impose any restrictions,
but my call to Kenyans is that they should
continue with vaccinations for those who
have not been vaccinated

Liberians poised to reap gains from eased travelLiberians poised to reap gains from eased travel
Businesspeople in Liberia
have welcomed the
optimization of China's
COVID-19 policy, which
they say will boost trade
between the two
countries.
From Sunday, inbound
visitors have been able to
enter the Chinese
mainland without
undergoing quarantine, as
part of measures carried
out by China to adjust its
COVID-19 policy and
facilitate international
travel.
Members of the Liberia-
China Businesswomen
Organization have been
delighted by the policy
change. Most of the
group's members in the
West African country have
been importing products
from China — mainly 

"said. It's a great relief for
everyone, because our
businesses were greatly
affected by the impact of
the health crisis," she said.
The organization's
members are preparing to
return to China soon, she
said.
Guangzhou, an economic
hub in the southern Chinese
province of Guangdong, is a
favorite destination for
entrepreneurs from Liberia.
But Kollie said that it will
take time for Liberian
businesspeople to start
returning to China because
of a lack of capital resulting
from the strains caused by
the pandemic.
"We got the news almost at
the end of December 2022,
about China's optimization
(of COVID-19 policy), so my
businesswomen colleagues 
'

textiles, shoes and  clothing
— for over a decade. They
are optimistic that the
latest measures will make
the global supply chain
more effective. Over the
past three years, most of
these business owners in
Liberia have had to
purchase goods from China
online because of pandemic
restrictions. The goods
often took months to arrive.
Doris Kollie, an executive
member of the
organization, said the policy
change has greatly
encouraged the members
of her organization.
"It's a great relief for
everyone, because our
businesses were greatly
affected by the impact of
the health crisis," she said.
The organization's
members are preparing to
return to China soon, she 

and I are happy about the
news," she said. Good news'
Victoria Kun, a young
entrepreneur who had
turned to Eastern Europe for
goods, said: "With the
announcement (of the eased
policy), that is good news for
us. Now, I can prepare
before April this year to
travel there for the first time
in three years."
Helena Welleh Nah, who
trades in clothing and shoes,
is hoping to come to China
for the first time.
"I usually go to Turkiye, and
most businesspeople have
been going there recently.
But you know, China is the
place all Liberian
businesswomen go for their
goods. So I am joining their
organization this time
around, and to go along with
them to see the market there
for myself," Nah said
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 China-Egypt economic cooperation yields fruitful results, mutual benefit:

forum
The pragmatic economic cooperation
between China and Egypt has yielded
fruitful results and mutual benefit in
recent years, Chinese and Egyptian
officials said at a bilateral forum held
in Cairo. Organized by the Chinese
Chamber of Commerce in Egypt and
the Egyptian-Chinese Friendship
Association early this month, the
China-Egypt Economic and Investment
Forum was attended by more than 290
officials and entrepreneurs from the
two countries, who discussed "golden
opportunities" for bilateral economic
and trade cooperation covering new
energy, infrastructure, manufacturing
and automotive industry, among
others.
"The pragmatic cooperation between
China and Egypt has achieved a
historic leap in recent years, as China
has been Egypt's largest trading
partner for nine consecutive years,"
Chinese Ambassador to Egypt Liao
Liqiang said at the forum.
China is one of the countries with the
most active and fastest-growing
investment in Egypt in recent years, he
added.

"China has an inspiring development
experience characterized by a great deal of
inclusiveness in economic and social aspects,
through which the Chinese economy has
achieved great successes, especially in driving
industrialization, increasing exports,
attracting domestic and foreign investment,
and maintaining high and sustainable economic
growth," the minister said.

Amr Moussa, former secretary-general of the
Arab League and honorary chairman of the
Board of Trustees of the Egyptian-Chinese
Businessmen Association, also pointed to the
mutually beneficial cooperation between Egypt
and China, "which gives impetus to future
cooperation between the two countries."
Waleid Gamaleldien, chairman of Egypt's Suez
Canal Economic Zone (SCZone), said the Suez
Economic and Trade Cooperation Zone has
become a model of China-Egypt cooperation, as
the more than 130 Chinese companies in the
zone that operate in different fields have played
a significant role in major projects in Egypt.
We intend to launch a promotional tour to China
this year to highlight what has been achieved in
the infrastructure in the SCZone to attract more
Chinese investments," Gamaleldien told
Xinhua." 

Speaking of China-Egypt TEDA Suez Economic
and Trade Cooperation Zone, Liao said the zone
has attracted 134 Chinese enterprises to settle
in and provided job opportunities for more than
50,000 Egyptians, constituting an important
platform for investment and technological
cooperation between the two countries.
In addition, Chinese financial institutions have
provided more than 10 billion U.S. dollars  in
funding to Egypt in support of a large number of
key projects in the North African country,
according to the Chinese ambassador.

Chinese companies have also undertaken the
Central Business District project in the new
administrative capital city and built the light rail
transit system for 10th of Ramadan City, Liao
said.

"These fruitful results fully demonstrate that the
economic and trade cooperation between China
and Egypt is mutually beneficial in nature," he
noted.
For her part, Egyptian Minister of Planning and
Economic Development Hala Al-Saeed
highlighted the success of the two countries in
strengthening the bilateral economy and
investment in the face of international and
regional challenges.

Early this month Wang Qing, the new
ambassador of the People's Republic
of China to the Republic of Sierra
Leone, presented his credentials to
President Bio at the Presidential
Palace of Sierra Leone, and the two
sides had a cordial and friendly
conversation.
Ambassador Wang first conveyed the
cordial greetings and best wishes from
President Xi Jinping to President Bio,
saying that under the strategic
guidance of the two heads of state,

President Bio asked Ambassador Wang to
convey his sincere greetings and best wishes to
President Xi Jinping, and welcomed
Ambassador Wang to Serbia to assume his new
post. 
He said that Serbia attaches great importance
to developing relations with China, and
sincerely thanked the Chinese government and
people for their long-term contribution to
Serbia’s national construction and economic
development. With the strong support and help
provided, he is willing to work together with
China to continue to deepen traditional
friendship and practical cooperation, and push
Cyprus-China relations to a new level.
 Before submitting the credentials, Ambassador
Wang inspected the guard of honor of the
Presidential Palace of Sierra Leon.
Ambassador Wang Qing arrived in Sierra Leon
on January 3, 2023. On the morning of January
4, he submitted a copy of his credentials to
Foreign Minister Francis.

China and Serbia have continuously strengthened political mutual trust in recent years,
practical cooperation has steadily advanced, international cooperation has become closer,
and solidarity has achieved results in the fight against the epidemic. Significantly, it has
continuously injected new impetus into the traditional friendship between the two
countries. 
The Chinese side is willing to work with the Serbian side to further implement the
important consensus reached by the two heads of state and promote the continuous and
new progress of the comprehensive strategic cooperative partnership between China
and Sierra Leon

Chinese new ambassador to Sierra Leone presents
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China-aided academy handed over to Sierra Leone

A China-aided foreign service
academy was handed over to the
Sierra Leonean government here on
Early this month to serve as a
professional training and educational
institute of Sierra Leone's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation. The project was
undertaken by the China Railway 

This aerial photo shows a China-aided foreign service
academy in Freetown

across the world and it trains people to
become professional diplomats. It will
enable diplomats to represent us well
and they must ensure that they are well-
trained and competitive," the president
said, calling the academy part of the
government's human capital
development achievement.
Sierra Leone's Foreign Minister David
Francis thanked the CRSG for
completing the project on time and said
he was impressed by the work quality.
"It is a majestic magnificent academy
that will be put to good use."  Chinese
Ambassador to Sierra Leone Wang Qing
voiced hope that the academy will
become Sierra Leone's cradle of
diplomats. "While Sierra Leone is making
progress under the New Direction
Agenda, China's new journey will create
more opportunities for our bilateral
cooperation including market access
and investment. We can be sure that
China-Sierra Leone relations will have a
more shining and promising future," the
ambassador said.

Seventh Group (CRSG). Addressing the
handover ceremony,  Sierra Leonean
President Julius Maada Bio thanked the
Chinese government for supporting the
country's socioeconomic development
and described the academy as a
testament to mutual cooperation. The
academy "will help solidify our effort in
building Sierra Leone's good image 

African scholar upbeat about China's economy amid optimization of COVID-19 response
China's economy has proven
quite resilient and innovative,
with the outlook for the next
year upbeat amid the country's
latest optimization of COVID-
19 response, a scholar has
said.
"There are all indications that
China's economic growth will
be on an upward trend in the
coming year," Cavince Adhere,
a Kenya-based international
relations scholar, told media in
a recent interview.
The recently concluded
Central Economic Work
Conference in China has
underlined the role of
consumption in economic
development and the role of
innovation in economic
transformation, he noted.
The scholar said Africa looks
forward to another year of
closer economic ties with
China, which has been the
continent's largest trade

 partner since 2009. "China is
welcoming more African
agricultural produce into its
largest consumer market.
Fortifying the domestic
market while promoting
global trade by China will see
an increased optimism in the
economic recovery of the
world," he said.
To better coordinate anti-
virus efforts and economic
development, China has
optimized its COVID-19
response policies
dynamically. In its latest
move, China announced to
downgrade the management
of COVID-19 from Jan 8,
2023, treating it as a Class B
infection rather than a more
serious Class A infection.
Regarding COVID-19
response, Adhere said China
has performed well in
coordinating pandemic
response and economic and 

social development. "China is
currently implementing new
policies aimed at sustainably
overcoming the burden of the
pandemic while facilitating
renewed opening and
integration into the global
economy. This is welcome,"
he said.
"When most economies went
into recession, China became
one of the handfuls that
registered positive economic
growth," he said. As the
world's manufacturing hub,
China was the source of many
industrial products that
enabled other countries to put
up a spirited fight against the
pandemic and hoist global
commerce, Adhere said.
China's gradual recovery from
the pandemic has been a
boon for global economic
recovery, said the scholar.
In regions such as Africa, he
said that Chinese companies 

remained active,
implementing
infrastructure and
connectivity projects as
other countries pulled their
workforce from the
continent.
The scholar also lauded
China's contribution to the
fight against the COVID-19
pandemic.
African countries and other
developing countries
benefited from China's
substantial airlifts of
medicine, therapeutics,
equipment and protective
clothing, he said.
The world has witnessed
incredible support from
China in the fight against
the pandemic, Adhere said,
adding that China
demonstrated international
responsibility by focusing
more on the interests of
humanity.



For instance, Zhejiang Province, a
foreign trade powerhouse in China, saw
its trade with Africa reach 235.7 billion
yuan in 2020, accounting for 18.2 

percent of the country's total,
according to statistics from the
Department of Commerce of Zhejiang
Province.

In the 2022 China (Zhejiang) Forum on
China-Africa Economic and Trade
Relations, which kicked off on Nov. 21,
Zhejiang signed 26 economic and trade
cooperation projects with Africa, with a
total amount of 57.98 billion yuan.

Live-streaming e-commerce, a
dominant industry in Zhejiang, has
become a bridge for China-Africa trade
exchanges.

As one of the attempts, the province
held an online shopping event
promoting African products from April
28 to May 12 this year. Over 50 special
commodities categories from more
than 10 African countries were
promoted through live-streaming
platforms such as Taobao and Douyin.
"We even set up five live-broadcasting
rooms in African countries such as
South Africa, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, and Tanzania," said Zhao
Haoxing, founder of China-Africa
Bridge, a cross-border trade service
platform in Hangzhou.
According to Zhang Qianjiang, deputy
director of the Department of
Commerce of Zhejiang Province, during
the e-commerce event promoting
African products, which lasted three
months last year, Zhejiang saw 106
live-streaming shows, with a turnover
of more than 50 million yuan.
With the booming trade between China
and Africa, more Chinese 
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Chinese provinces boost China-Africa
economic, trade cooperation

Although the next China-Africa
Economic and Trade Expo is still six
months away, an economic and trade
delegation from central China's Hunan
Province has finished its trips promoting
the expo to several African countries in
mid-December.

According to local authorities, the Third
China-Africa Economic and Trade Expo
will take place next June in Changsha,
capital of Hunan Province. To deepen
economic and trade cooperation with
Africa, the delegation, organized by the
provincial government's commerce
department, visited Mozambique,
Tanzania and Madagascar from Dec. 10
to 21.

"In just a few years, Hunan has become
one of the most active provinces in
economic and trade cooperation with
Africa," said Zhu Guangyao, head of
Changsha Customs.

Data from the customs shows Hunan's
trade volume with Africa increased from
15.08 billion yuan (about 2.16 billion
U.S. dollars) in 2012 to 40.39 billion
yuan in 2021, ranking first in the
country's central region and the eighth
nationwide.

From January to November this year,
the number rose 45.5 percent year on
year to 50.94 billion yuan. And the
province has boasted 2,498 foreign-
trade enterprises with trade ties with
African countries.

Thanks to the country's higher-standard
opening up, many Chinese provinces,
including Hunan, have seized the
opportunities to give full play to their
advantages and characteristics, and
actively acted as pioneers in trade with
Africa.

entrepreneurs are optimistic
about the African market.
The target market of Changsha
Baohui Import and Export Co.,
Ltd., a company exporting
products including suitcases,
shoes, wigs and ceramics, was
mainly Southeast Asia, Europe
and America at the beginning.
In 2020, after the Hunan Gaoqiao
Grand Market, located in
Changsha,
was designated as China-Africa
Economic and Trade Cooperation
Promotion Innovation
Demonstration Park, the company
saw the prospect of trade
between China and Africa and
decided to expand its presence in
the African market.
"We can easily assemble goods in
the park to meet the diverse
needs of African customers," said
Xie Shengxiang, general manager
of the company.
Over the past decade, bilateral
trade between Guangdong
Province and Africa has grown at
an average annual rate of nearly
30 percent. Many outstanding
enterprises from Guangdong have
successfully entered the African
market, and engaged in trade,
agriculture and electricity, playing
a significant role in promoting
local economic development.
"The Chinese provinces'
exploration of economic and trade
cooperation with Africa will help
broaden and optimize the China-
Africa trade cooperation
mechanism. It will finally achieve
mutual benefits and win-win
results," said Zhang Xiaohu,
deputy director of the institute of
China-Africa economic and trade
law at Xiangtan University.
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2023: China-Africa cooperation will burst into new vitality
The year 2023 will be the 10th anniversary of
China's policy concept on Africa and its correct
concept of practical results and benefit. In the
past 10 years, China-Africa cooperation has been
continuously deepened, expanded, improved and
upgraded, and China-Africa comprehensive
strategic cooperative partnership has entered a
new era. In the new year, although the external
environment is more complicated, China and
Africa will jointly uphold the concept of a
community of shared future, and will further
promote the docking of the "Belt and Road"
initiative and Africa's development strategy,
comprehensively deepen cooperation in various
fields, achieve more results, and benefit more
people .
Practical cooperation has achieved many results
The opening of the second container terminal of the
Port of Abidjan in Côte d’Ivoire consolidated the port’s
status as a hub port in West Africa and helped local
economic and social development; the completion of
the Maliguina Hydropower Station made up for the
national power gap in Mali and improved electricity
consumption The tense situation; the completion of the
first phase of the Lagos Light Rail Blue Line Project in
Nigeria has greatly improved the traffic conditions along
the line and facilitated people's travel... In the last
month of 2022, three new achievements are the
epitome of China-Africa deepening infrastructure
cooperation, and they will provide a new way for China-
Africa Solidly promote practical cooperation and add
new footnotes.
"In the past 10 years, China-Africa cooperation has
continued to deepen, expand, improve and upgrade,
and has continued to move forward along the direction
of building a closer China-Africa community with a
shared future. The China-Africa comprehensive
strategic partnership has entered a new era, showing a
new atmosphere of vigorous development." Chen
Xulong, professor of the School of International
Relations of the University of International Business
and Economics and executive vice president of the
National Security and Governance Research Institute,
said in an interview with this reporter that China has
established a sound cooperation mechanism with
African countries based on the concept of truthfulness,
amity, sincerity and the correct concept of
righteousness and benefit. With a broad cooperation
platform, fruitful cooperation results have been
achieved. 
In recent years, China-Africa relations have been
continuously upgraded. At the Johannesburg Summit of
the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation in 2015, the
two sides agreed to upgrade the new type of China-
Africa strategic partnership to a comprehensive
strategic partnership.
At the Beijing Summit of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation in 2018, the two sides agreed to build a
closer China-Africa community with a shared future,
and the China-Africa comprehensive strategic
cooperative partnership has entered a new era.  

This is a light rail train taken in Lagos, Nigeria on December 21, 2022. The
completion ceremony of the first phase of the Lagos Light Rail Blue Line
project in southwest Nigeria, undertaken by China Civil Engineering
Corporation, was held on the 21st. This is the first completed light rail line in
the state and will soon be put into operation.

 From January to September 2021 alone,
China's direct investment in Africa's entire
industry was US$2.59 billion, a year-on-
year increase of 9.9%, exceeding the level
of the same period in 2019. Since its
establishment in 2006, the China-Africa
Development Fund has invested in 110
projects in 37 countries in Africa, with a
decision-making amount of nearly US$6
billion.  China's infrastructure cooperation
with Africa continued to consolidate its
traditional advantages, and the contract
value of  contracted projects continued to
grow. Since the establishment of the Forum
on China-Africa Cooperation, Chinese
companies have added and upgraded more
than 10,000 kilometers of railways, nearly
100,000 kilometers of roads, nearly 1,000
bridges, nearly 100 ports, and a large
number of hospitals and schools in Africa,
creating more than 450 jobs in total. ten
thousand.

and
material
s to
Africa .

"respectable" achievement Some time ago, Cambridge
University and the British Public Opinion Research Company
conducted a survey among tens of thousands of adults in
more than 20 countries. The results show that people in
African countries have significantly increased their
favorability towards China in the past two years. 
Among them, Nigeria, the most populous country in Africa,
has a favorable opinion of China from 68% in 2021 to 83%
in 2022, and Kenya from 58% to 82%. The US "Newsweek"
commented that with the rapid development of China's
economy, China is actively deploying Asia, Africa and Latin
America to jointly build the "Belt and Road" and use
economic and trade cooperation to open the way, so that
countries in these regions have benefited, and they have
rave reviews for China."China is the largest developing
country in the world, and Africa is the continent with the
most developing countries. China has always attached great
importance to its relations with Africa, and has always
regarded strengthening solidarity and cooperation with
developing countries including Africa as the cornerstone of
China's diplomacy. China’s foreign minister chooses Africa
for his first visit every year,  which has become a major
feature of China’s diplomacy. Major country diplomacy with
Chinese characteristics in the new era pays more

attention to relations with Africa, emphasizing that China
and Africa are both developing countries and have always
been brothers and sisters who share weal and woe and
support each other China and Africa have always been a
community of destiny.”
Chen Xulong said, “China has always attached importance
to, respected and supported Africa, never sought self-
interest in geopolitics in Africa, and never imposed its will on
others. Traditional major countries have completely different
ways of cooperation with Africa. China firmly believes that in
the future multi-polar world, Africa is fully qualified to
become an important pole. In the historical process of Africa
standing up and becoming stronger, China is willing to be the
most reliable and firm support for Africa. Strategic 

In 2022, China proposed the "Concept for
Peaceful Development of the Horn of Africa"   and
took the lead in supporting the African Union to
join the G20, which was welcomed by the African
side. Driven by the joint construction of the "Belt
and Road" initiative, China-Africa economic and
trade cooperation has become increasingly close,
and the scale of trade has steadily expanded.
According to data from the Ministry of Commerce
of China, China has maintained its status as 
 Africa's largest trading partner for 13 consecutive
years.  In 2021, China-Africa trade volume will 
 Kenya, and will arrive at Shanghai Port by sea.
China's investment in Africa has rebounded
strongly.  

 
The people-to-people bond between China and
Africa has been further strengthened during the
epidemic. After the outbreak of the new crown
pneumonia epidemic, China provided 189 million
doses of new crown vaccines to 27 African
countries, and the annual production capacity of
localized cooperative production in Africa reached
about 400 million doses, which was called "timely
rain" by African countries. 46 Chinese medical
teams stationed in African countries immediately
invested in local anti-epidemic operations, 15
Chinese anti-epidemic medical expert groups and
43 China-Africa counterpart hospital cooperation
mechanisms were urgently established, bringing
epidemic prevention experience, plans Africa's
Most Reliable Partner
With high-quality and efficient practical actions,
China has brought tangible benefits and
opportunities to Africa's development, and won a
solid reputation. As experts from the Chatham
House of International Affairs commented, China
is a responsible, transparent and reliable
cooperative partner in Africa. For a long time,
China has been action-oriented. 

Under the framework of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation, China has successively announced the "Ten
Cooperation Plans", "Eight Major Actions" and "Nine
Projects" for Africa to support African countries in improving
their independent and sustainable development capabilities
and effectively cracking down on Africa. The three major
bottlenecks are lagging infrastructure, lack of talents, and
shortage of funds. Recently, the Kenyan think tank
"Interregional Economic Network" released a survey report
stating that in the past 15 years, China's infrastructure
cooperation projects such as roads and bridges in Africa are
"real and visible" changing the African landscape, helping
African countries to promote interconnection construction
and market convergence. Africans generally praised this as a 

 
partnership. China-Africa relations can be
regarded as the "flagship" of China's relations
with developing countries, playing a leading and
exemplary role." 
Go up the stairs
The Ichkovitz Family Foundation of South Africa
released the "2022 African Youth Survey" some
time ago. The chairman of the foundation, Ifor
Ichkovitz, said that the vast majority of African
young people  will bring win-win results.
Some Western countries have been saying that
China is not conducive to the development of
Africa, but the views of young Africans are just
the opposite. This reflects the prospects for the
development of China-Africa relations from one
side. 
Yao Guimei, a researcher at the China-Africa
Institute and director of the Center for South
African Studies, pointed out in an article in the
media that in 2023, under the background of the
major powers in the world deeply involved in
Africa, and the game and competition between
major powers will become more prominent.

 The prospect of African cooperation is still promising, and
China-Africa relations are expected to reach a new level. In
response to the United States and the West's practice of
deliberately discrediting China-Africa relations in disregard
of facts, African countries have said "no", and African
countries' awareness of independence and self-reliance and
ability to resist pressure have increased significantly. Italian
economist and international relations expert Giancarlo Elia
Valori recently published an article on the European "Modern
Diplomacy" website, pointing out that the United States'
attempts to strengthen relations with Africa by inciting anti-
China sentiment have not been successful. China and Africa
have long established a solid partnership, which has brought  
tangible benefits to the African continent, which cannot be
erased by any platitudes that smear China.
Zimbabwe's "Herald" website article also emphasized that
China's approach to handling relations with Africa is based
on multilateralism and ethnic equality. 
Signature cooperation frameworks between China and
Africa, such as the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation, the
joint construction of the "Belt and Road" and the "Concept
for Peaceful Development in the Horn of Africa", are all
promoted on the basis of recognizing the sovereign equality
of countries and mutual respect. 

China does not seek to dominate
other countries, does not seek to
become a new hegemon, and does
not interfere in other countries'
internal affairs.  This is exactly why
China proposes the concept of a
"community with a shared future
for mankind".  China's calmness in
handling global affairs is reassuring,
which is why it has won many
friends.
"In the new year, China-Africa
relations will continue the past and
usher in the future. The two sides
will continue to implement the
"Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation-Dakar Action Plan
(2022-2024)" adopted in
November 2021, comprehensively
deepen cooperation in various
fields, and promote the
implementation of the 'Nine
Project', and work together to build
a closer China-Africa community
with a shared future. In the new
year, the world is expected to truly
enter the 'post-epidemic era', and
China-Africa relations will focus
more on economic recovery and
development issues, China's global
development initiatives and global
security The initiative will inject
new impetus and vitality into China-
Africa relations. China will continue
to support the AU's joining the G20,
and China and Africa will strengthen
solidarity and cooperation in global
governance, safeguard the common
interests of developing countries,
and safeguard international fairness
and justice. At the same time , in
the context of the Ukraine crisis,
Africa's status in geopolitics and the
world's energy structure has been
further enhanced, major powers will
pay more attention to Africa and
take action, and the unbreakable,
sincere, friendly and sincere China-
Africa relationship will play a
demonstration and leading role. A
new This year will further prove that
China-Africa cooperation is not only
at the forefront of international
cooperation with Africa, but will
also drive the international
community to continuously
increase investment in Africa and
support the cause of peace and
development in Africa."
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Service Industry drives up economic growth in

Africa in 2022
In 2022, although the growth
rate of Africa's economy has
slowed down, its development
momentum will not decrease. It
will still be one of the regions
with the largest and strongest
recovery among all regions in
the world, exceeding the
average level of Europe, North
America, South America and the
world. The African Economic
Outlook Report 2022 predicts
that the African economy will
grow by 4.1% in 2022.
It is worth noting that more than
60% of Africa's economic
growth currently comes from
the service industry, while the
contribution rate of its service
industry from 2018 to 2020 is
only 30%, which shows that the
contribution of the service
industry to the African economy
is increasing. This shows that
Africa has begun to break away
from its dependence on the
export of primary products. With
the assistance of Internet
technology, the high value-
added tertiary industry is rapidly
emerging. The fastest economic
recovery in Africa is based on
tourism-based countries, such
as Mauritius, whose economy
will drop by more than 10% in
2020 due to the impact of the
epidemic. With the gradual
recovery of international
tourism, the economic growth
rate will recover to more than
4% in 2022, or even A 6%
increase is possible. Recently,
the China-Africa Tourism
Cooperation Seminar hosted by
the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism of China and organized
by the China 
Tourism Academy was held
online. Representatives from
tourism authorities, research
institutions and tourism
enterprises from 6 countries
including China,  Benin,
Cameroon, Gabon, Côte d'Ivoire
and Senegal attended the
meeting. Mamadou Basiro
Nadiaye, Secretary-General of
the Ministry of Tourism and
Entertainment of Senegal, said
  

 that in recent years, Senegal has
attached great importance to the
tourism industry and included it
in the "Senegal Revitalization
Plan", 
actively building a tourism
service center, and striving to
create a world tourism
destination land. Under this plan,
Senegal is willing to continue to
deepen tourism exchanges and
cooperation between Senegal
and China, implement various
cooperation consensuses, allow
more Chinese tourists to travel to
Senegal, and actively promote
the realization of the goal of a
China-Africa community with a
shared future.
Service exports are a major
feature of the African economy.
According to the 2022 African
Economic Development Report
released by the United Nations
Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD), about
70% of the service exports of
African countries are traditional
services, and knowledge-
intensive service exports account
for only about 20%. Services
exports account for less than 15
percent of total exports in half of
African countries. There are many
reasons for this phenomenon.
Transport services in Angola,
Gambia, Lesotho, Sao Tome and
Principe, Seychelles, Sudan, and
Tanzania accounted for more
than 50% of service exports.
Many African countries are highly
dependent on mining and energy
industries, while relatively low
professional services,
educational services, and health
services are subject to restrictive
policies, relatively high trade
barriers, and strong regulation of
immigration Even the cost of
cross-border travel puts
constraints on the development
of trade in services. For example,
services exports from the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo account for less than 1 per
cent of its total exports. The
service exports of 14 African
countries including Algeria,
Angola, Chad, Côte d'Ivoire, 

Equatorial Guinea, Swaziland,
Gabon, Guinea, Lesotho,
Liberia, Mauritania, Namibia,
Nigeria and Zambia
accounted for less than 10%
of total exports. Among them,
Swaziland and Lesotho are
not dependent on resources,
while Côte d'Ivoire is more
dependent on agricultural
products. Unlike most African
countries, Malawi's No. 1
service export is
telecommunications services,
accounting for a quarter of its
service exports. In Gabon
and Ghana, R&D services,
professional services,
management consulting, and
technology and trade-related
services are relatively well
developed, accounting for
81% and 58% of the service
exports of the two countries
respectively. Knowledge-
intensive insurance and
annuity services account for a
relatively high proportion of
Liberia and Libya's service
exports. In 2019, Burundi
and the Central African
Republic's non-market
services accounted for 77% 

and 80% of their service exports,
respectively, and Sierra Leone's
IT service exports accounted for
even more than Ireland and
Kuwait.
The 2022 African Economic
Development Report pointed out
that highly knowledge-intensive
services such as information 
technology and financial services
may change the rules of the
game in Africa. But they account
for only 20 percent of the
continent's services exports,
presenting huge room for growth.
At present, Africa's service
industry is not yet competitive
and efficient enough to provide
strong support for its industry,
manufacturing and agricultural
development. It is crucial to
realize the full potential of
private enterprise to drive
economic development and
promote the development of
Africa's service industry. There
are now about 50 million formal
small, medium and micro
enterprises in Africa, and the
establishment of a supporting
financial service system is an
urgent problem that African
countries need to solve.

Kenyan rider Moses Otino prepares to set off to make deliveries to customers.
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Changsha elevates China-Africa economic and trade cooperation

African dried chili has become
an ingredient in Changsha's
cuisine, and Changsha's small
agricultural machinery is
working on the land of Africa...
Changsha, which is neither
border nor sea, has close
economic and trade exchanges
with Africa. Recently, good news
came that the third China-Africa
Economic and Trade Expo is
scheduled to be held in
Changsha in June 2023. Before
looking forward to the grand
event, follow the short video of
"One Minute in Changsha" to
witness crossing mountains and
seas, "Xiang" meets Africa.
Among the 21 pilot free trade
zones in China, the Hunan Free
Trade Zone shoulders the
strategic task of building a
pioneer zone for in-depth
economic and trade cooperation
between China and Africa. As a
national platform for
cooperation with Africa, the
China-Africa Economic and
Trade Expo has permanently
settled in Changsha, which will
undoubtedly inject strong
impetus into the development of
China-Africa economic and
trade cooperation in the new
era. In the two China-Africa
Economic and Trade Expos that
have been held, a total of 216
cooperation projects have been
signed, with a cumulative value
of more than 40 billion US
dollars. The third China-Africa
Economic and Trade Expo,
which will be held in 2023, will
"seek common development
and share the future", with an
exhibition area of   about 80,000
square meters and an expected
number of participants of about
8,000, which will further
promote China-Africa economic
and trade cooperation to a
higher level , Higher quality
development. As the core area
of   the pilot zone, the Yuhua
block in the Changsha area
imported the country's first
batch of Rwandan dried peppers
in August 2021. "Use this bottle
of chili sauce in my hand and
pair it with Changsha rice
noodles. The taste is
extraordinary.
 

" African student Rona is live
broadcasting, recommending
African "spicy" chili peppers to
Changsha people who are not
afraid of spicy food! The China-
Africa Live Streaming E-
commerce Incubation Center
where Lorna is located is
located in the China-Africa
Economic and Trade Promotion
Innovation Demonstration Park
in the Yuhua Block. More than
100 anchors and 40 live
broadcast rooms.
At present, the China-Africa
Economic and Trade Promotion
Innovation Demonstration Park
has established economic and
trade in-depth cooperation
systems with 53 African
countries. 106 African brand
products have successively
entered major shopping malls in
Changsha, forming 10 import
and export industries such as
coffee, cocoa, cashew nuts,
hardware, and small agricultural
machinery. chain. At the same
time, in response to the
shortage of foreign exchange in
African countries and the
difficulty in collecting foreign
exchange for Chinese
enterprises, the demonstration
park will carry out pilot
settlement trade in local
currency with Africa first, and
innovate barter trade with
Africa. At the beginning of this
year, China's first B2B service
platform for cross-border barter
trade was established. In June
2022, the China-Africa Cross-
border RMB Center completed
the country's first Kenyan
shilling remittance to China and
exchanged RMB, involving an
amount of 2.42 million Kenyan
shillings (about 137,000 yuan).
Non-products in Hunan" allows
everyone to buy all over Africa at
their doorstep, and "Xiang
products in Africa"   allows
Hunan's manufacturing to enter
a broader market. In July 2022,
the cargo route from Changsha
to Addis Ababa, the capital of
Ethiopia, will be opened. This is
Hunan's first cargo route to
Africa. At the same time,
Changsha Customs also focused
on ensuring the 

normal operation of the
Hunan-Guangdong non-rail-
sea intermodal train.
Compared with the
traditional river-sea route,
this new channel can
shorten the entire
transportation time by 9-10
days. The "sea, land and air"
three-dimensional
international logistics
channel to Africa

Chinese-built projects benefit
Ghanaians in 2022

For residents of Tamale, the capital
of Ghana's Northern Region, the
Chinese-built Tamale interchange
completed in March this year has
undoubtedly become a landmark of
the city. Eric Obeng Gyasi, a
Tamale-based bus driver,
considered the interchange a game-
changer that brought total
transformation to the transportation
network in the northern city. "This
interchange has brought
tremendous change in the traffic
movement in the city. When this
interchange was not there, we
found it difficult to move after
loading our buses due to the
congestion created by tricycles and
heavy cargo trucks moving through
the city," Gyasi told a reporter in a
recent interview. "But the
interchange has opened up the city,
and it is now easy for us to move
our buses to and from Tamale. It
has also reduced the number of
hours spent in traffic. That means
our earnings have gone up," he
added. The opening of the
interchange, the first in northern
Ghana, was also a landmark in
Chinese infrastructure investments
in the western African country that
has significantly facilitated local
residents' lives. Funding for the
Tamale interchange was under the
Master Project Support Agreement
(MPSA) signed between Ghana and
China's Sinohydro Corporation
Limited in 2018, which aimed to
construct and upgrade selected
roads and interchanges around the
country in two phases. Under the
agreement, the Chinese company
also completed the upgrading of 60
km of feeder roads in the bauxite
enclave of Nyinahin,

a town in Ghana's Ashanti
Region, in March, easing the
problems faced by the farming
communities in transporting their
products to market centers.
Ghanaian Vice President
Mahamudu Bawumia expressed
joy at the completion ceremony
of the Nyinahin roads. "We are
grateful to the Chinese
government for the ties between
our two countries. There is still
more to come under our
cooperation," Bawumia said.
Raphael Barfuor Awuah, a
resident of Nyinahin, told Xinhua
that the project would create
easy access for local farmers to
cart their farm produce in large
volumes to the market centers.
Besides, in southern Ghana's
Cape Coast city, the Chinese firm
also completed the upgrading of
22 km of inner city roads to ease
transportation and enhance
commercial and educational
activities in September. Leslie
Dwight Mensah, an economist
from the Institute of Fiscal
Studies, a local economic think
tank, believed that the MPSA is
immensely beneficial to the
country's strategic infrastructure
development in 2022. "China
remained a key infrastructure
development partner for Ghana.
This financing supports Ghana's
economic growth and improves
the quantity and quality of public
services for the citizens, thereby
enhancing people's living
standards," the economist
stated. Mensah said as a key
infrastructure financier and
development partner of Ghana,
"China is contributing to
improving public services in
many communities in the
country." 

is gradually taking shape. The
friendship between China and
Africa, like the golden hybrid rice
fields in Madagascar, is
everlasting. The open Changsha is
also making great strides, turning
China-Africa economic and trade
into a "high-yield field" for high-
quality development, and
contributing Changsha's strength
in China-Africa exchanges.
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China moves to fast-track agriculture production in Uganda

On a hot December day in
the Wakiso district in
Uganda's Central Region,
56-year-old Chinese
agriculture expert Chen
Taihua, gazing at the fish
ponds at the Chinese-built
agriculture center, was deep
in thought of how lessons
learnt back home can be
implemented in rural
Uganda to pull millions of
people out of poverty. 
As a breeze from the nearby
Lake Victoria gave a cooling
effect to the midday heat,
Chen could not help but talk
about the abundance of
water and arable land that
Uganda has. 
While feeding the fish, Chen
told a correspondent in a
recent interview that in this
abundance lays Uganda's
wealth, which if properly
harnessed, can improve the
livelihood of Ugandans. 
Chen is treading a path that
other Chinese experts have
taken in supporting Uganda,
where over 70 percent of
the population derives its
livelihood from agriculture,
according to figures from
the country's Ministry of
Agriculture, Animal Industry
and Fisheries (MAAIF).
Chen, who is part of a team
of Chinese agriculture
experts that arrived in the
country about two months
ago, is part of the building
bricks. 
China, through a tripartite
agreement with Uganda and
the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the
United Nations, sent a team
of experts to the east
African country to share
experiences with small-
holder farmers on how best
to improve production using
appropriate technologies. 

The cooperation is under
the framework of the FAO-
China South-South Program
which 
is now in the third phase in
Uganda.
The first and second
phases, according to
MAAIF, facilitated
technology transfer and
enabled improvements in
the production and
productivity of the crop,
livestock, and fisheries sub-
sectors. 
During the phases, the
Chinese hybrid rice variety
and Chinese foxtail millet
variety were introduced to
farmers. The rice yields
about 10 tonnes per
hectare compared to
improved and local varieties
which yield 3.5 and 2.5
tonnes per hectare
respectively, according to
MAAIF. 
The foxtail millet variety,
meanwhile, yields about 5
tonnes per hectare as
compared to local and
improved finger millet 

Visitors tour a maize stall during an agricultural products exhibition to mark the
World Food Day at National Crops Resources Research Institute, Wakiso district,

Uganda, Oct. 16, 2022.

varieties grown in Uganda
which yield 1 and 2.5 tonnes
per hectare, respectively.
During the implementation of
the first two phases, a 220-
million-U.S.-dollar China-
Uganda Agricultural
Cooperation Industrial Park 
was established in the
centralpart of the country. 
Zhang Xiaoqiang, head of the
Chinese agriculture team for
 the third phase said the
team is aiming to move local
farmers to look at agriculture
in a commercial way instead
of subsistence. 
Zhang said the Chinese
technicians will transfer
knowledge and skills to the
farmers through agriculture
extension workers. "In the
third phase, we want to
promote investment in the
agriculture industry, high-
quality products, and bring
them to the Chinese market.
We also encourage more
Chinese enterprises to invest
in Uganda, and to bring all
their value chain," 
Zhang said.

Peter Muyimbo, the
coordinator of the third phase
on the Ugandan side, said the
phase has been designed to
commercialize agricultural
production with a target of
increasing exports to the
Chinese market. He said
during the phase, Chinese
experts and technicians will
interact with local farmers,
sharing their experiences and
best practices.
"We are going to upscale
production in Chinese hybrid
rice, foxtail millet, production
of livestock where we are
dealing with goat production,
especially the big ear goat.
We shall also have embryo
transfer especially in dairy
production, we shall also have
feeds," said Muyimbo.
He said during the
implementation of the phase,
Uganda will draw lessons
from China on how it has
ensured food sovereignty and
also ended extreme poverty.
 "We would like to copy and
learn this from the Chinese
people." 
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i
 33-year tradition of China's diplomacy: what are the highlights of Qin

Gang's New Year's visit to Africa?
Chinese officials announced on
January 9 that Foreign Minister
Qin Gang was invited to visit
Ethiopia, Gabon, Angola, Benin,
Egypt and the headquarters of
the African Union and the Arab
League from January 9 to 16. The
first visit to Africa in the new year
is a tradition that China has
adhered to in its diplomacy for 33
consecutive years. This visit is
also Qin Gang's first overseas
visit since he became China's
foreign minister, and has
attracted much attention from
the outside world.
Over the past 33 years, the
connotation and form of China-
Africa relations have changed,
but China-Africa friendship has
grown stronger over time.  This
visit is the first visit to Africa by a
Chinese foreign minister after the
20th National Congress of the
Communist Party of China, and it
is also Qin Gang's first foreign
visit as the new Chinese foreign
minister. Li Hongfeng, dean of
the Institute of African Studies at
Beijing Foreign Studies
University, believes that this is a
special friendly arrangement
carefully designed by the Chinese
side. The new foreign minister
continues this tradition, which
shows that China attaches great
importance to the traditional
friendship between China and
Africa and the development of
China-Africa relations.
She said that it is no coincidence
that she has visited Africa for the
first time every year for 33
consecutive years. China has
used practical actions to clarify
to the outside world that
consolidating and developing
solidarity and cooperation with
African countries is a constant
priority of China's diplomacy.
2023 is also an important node in
the development of China-Africa
relations-the tenth anniversary of
China's policy concept of
sincerity, affinity and sincerity
towards Africa and the correct
concept of righteousness and
benefit. Under its guidance,
China-Africa cooperation has
continued to deepen, expand,
improve and upgrade. Li Hong
feng said that he believes that
this visit will further implement
the "adhering

to the concept of truthfulness,
affinity and sincerity and the
correct concept of righteousness
and benefit to strengthen solidarity
and cooperation with developing
countries" mentioned in the report
of the 20th National Congress of
the Communist Party of China.
Driven by the "Belt and Road"
initiative and the mechanism of the
Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation, the prospects for the
development of China-Africa
relations in the new year are
promising.  On the African map,
Ethiopia is located in the northeast
of Africa, Gabon is a country in
Central Africa, Angola is in the
southwest, Benin is a country in
West Africa, and Egypt is an Arab
country in North Africa. The
outside world believes that the
Chinese foreign minister has
special considerations in choosing
these countries for his visit.
 Wu Chuanhua, an associate
researcher at the China-Africa
Research Institute, believes that
these five African countries are
traditional friendly countries of
China and are representative. They
cover
the east, west, north, and middle
regions geographically, and
include Arabic, English, French,
and Portuguese-speaking
countries in terms of languages.
When it comes to balance, it
reflects the comprehensiveness,
overallness and balance of the
development of China-Africa
relations. In addition, there are
both large and small countries,
reflecting China's consistent
principle of equality between all
countries, big or small. The
interviewed experts also
specifically mentioned that
Ethiopia is currently experiencing
"from chaos to governance". After
more than two years of war, the
Ethiopian government and the
"Tigray People's Liberation Front" 
 reached a ceasefire agreement in
November last year. The "Concept
for Peaceful Development in the
Horn of Africa"   put forward by
China at the beginning of last year
has played an important role in
helping the situation in the region
turn around.  "This visit may
further promote peace and
stability in Ethiopia,  which is of
great significance to the long-term 

stability of the region." Li
Wentao, executive director of
the African Institute of the China
Institute of Contemporary
International Relations, believes.
 During his trip to Africa, Qin
Gang will also visit two regional
international organizations, the
African Union and the Arab
League, whose headquarters are
in Ethiopia and Egypt
respectively. Li Wentao said that
this shows that China attaches
great importance to the overall
strength of the region, and
reflects China's support for
African countries to "speak with
one voice" in international affairs
and enhance their international
discourse power. According to
the Chinese side, during his visit
to Africa, Foreign Minister Qin
Gang will hold meetings and
talks with the leaders and
foreign ministers of the five
visiting countries and the
chairman of the African Union
Commission. Wu Chuanhua
believes that high-level
interaction is conducive to
enhancing political mutual trust
between China and Africa,
helping to maintain the stability
of the strategic level of China-
Africa cooperation, and will
definitely escort the friendly
cooperation between China and
Africa in various fields. The
Chinese side also stated that this
visit will work with the African
side to promote the
implementation of the outcomes
of the Eighth Ministerial
Conference of the Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation. It is
known that 2022 is the first year
to implement the results of the
forum and the "Nine Projects"
initiative. In the past year, China-
Africa cooperation has made
substantial progress in many
fields. At the end of last year,
China used "all-round
improvement" to summarize the
China-Africa cooperation in the
past year.  According to the
interviewed experts, it is worth
looking forward to how this visit
will specifically promote China-
Africa cooperation to write a new
chapter. According to data from
the Ministry of Commerce of
China, China has been Africa's
largest trading partner 

 for 13 consecutive years. Now that
the downside risks of the global
economy are on the rise, recovery
after the epidemic is an urgent need
for African countries. Economic and
trade cooperation in food, energy,
financing, etc. is expected to
become the focus of China-Africa
cooperation.
At the same time, China's
infrastructure cooperation with
Africa continues to consolidate its
traditional advantages. Since the
establishment of the Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation, Chinese
companies have added and
upgraded more than 10,000
kilometers of railways in Africa;
after the outbreak of the new crown
epidemic, China provided 189
million doses of new crown
vaccines to 27 African countries.
Continuously set new records in the
joint fight against the epidemic with
actions; China took the lead in
supporting the African Union to join
the G20, which was welcomed by
the African side...
 "Medical and health cooperation,
traditional and non-traditional
security issues, infrastructure
construction cooperation, etc. also
deserve attention, and I believe
they will be further mentioned
during this visit." Li Wentao said.
 It is worth noting that in recent
years, the United States and
Western countries have frequently
discredited China-Africa
cooperation and provoked China-
Africa relations. The interviewed
experts believe that China will once
again clarify its position this time.
Sincerity, friendship and equal
treatment are the key words of
China-Africa cooperation. African
countries and people have the best
say on who is really good for Africa.
 "At the beginning of the new year,
China-Africa cooperation has had a
good start. When China-Africa
cooperation flourishes, South-
South cooperation will flourish.
Continuous positive progress in
China-Africa cooperation will
promote the collective rise of
developing countries and promote a
more balanced international
balance of power. Strong impetus
has been injected into the
development." Wu Chuanhua said.
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Business routes opens: Chinese and African traders set for vigorous exchange

With the official implementation of
China's optimized entry-exit policy on
January 8, the long-awaited business
exchanges with China are about to
usher in a large-scale restart. For
Chinese and African traders who
commute between African countries
and commercial centers in southern
China all year round, 2023 is the "year
of restart" for non-governmental
business and trade between China
and Africa. The South China Morning
Post recently quoted Samuel Karanja,
CEO of the Kenya Importers and Small
Traders Association, as saying that
more and more African traders are
planning to return to China to start
new cooperation with suppliers.
Gilbert Langat, chief executive of the
East African Shippers Council, said the
outbreak had highlighted the
importance of China to global trade.
"This is great news for us"
According to the "Africa News
Network" report, in Togo,
businessmen are very happy to be
able to return to China. According to
reports, nearly two-thirds of Togo's
products come from China. Before the
epidemic, local trader Abdul and his
brother had to travel to China three to
four times a year. The sudden
outbreak forced them to come up with
alternatives and try to maintain
contact with Chinese suppliers.
"When China has strict restrictions on
entry and exit, we will order goods
through Whatsapp or WeChat. We will
send sample requests and receive
some replies, but because we cannot
go in person, sometimes the quality of
the products received is very poor. In
the future, we will Finally, we can go
to China to buy quality products." "It's
great news for us, we can go back to
China to check the order and find
what we want by ourselves. It's great
news for us traders," said another the
trader added. According to the South
China Morning Post, social media and
other e-commerce channels have
become important tools for China-
Africa trade. Dennis Julu, president of
the South Africa-based International
Association of Cross-Border Traders,
said many members of the association
have shifted to online buying. Zhu Lu
said that online platforms have made
it easier to buy goods from China.
"Buying online is cheaper, and traders
can also cut costs." Zhu Lu believes
that China's optimized entry and exit
policies will attract more tourists and
students. Professor Humphrey Moshi,
director of the China Research Center
at Dares Salaam University in
Tanzania, said in an interview with the
Global Times reporter that China is
resuming global trade with African
countries,  which will boost global
economic and trade relations.
Recovery has made a great
contribution to getting the world

out of the haze of the epidemic as soon
as possible. "Especially for Africa, it is
more important to resume normal
trade exchanges with China. This is a
rare opportunity for African
businessmen and should be seized
seriously."
Chinese businessmen hope to return to
Africa
He Liehui, chairman of Touchroad
International Holdings Group, who is
on a business trip in Djibouti, told the
Global Times reporter on January 6
that due to the epidemic in the past
three years, the flow of international
personnel has been blocked, resulting
in the shrinking of business personnel
exchanges between China and Africa.
role, but building mutual trust still
requires face-to-face. He Liehui said
that before the epidemic, China's daily
livelihood products, such as shoes,
clothes, and fabrics, had already
occupied a very large market share in
Africa. However, since 2020, due to the
blockade of various countries, the
suspension of flights, and the soaring
freight rates, it is inconvenient for
business personnel to travel, and
international trade has been blocked.
Many commodity inventories have
been exhausted during the blockage
period. Especially in 2021, the cost of
sea freight will soar, and the container
freight rate in China will increase by 10
times, which will squeeze out the price
advantage of Chinese products.
He Liehui believes that Chinese
companies should return to Africa as
soon as possible. "The current policy
optimization has created great
opportunities for us. Chinese products
still have great advantages in Africa. 
 On the evening of December 26 last
year, the Comprehensive Group of the
Joint Prevention and Control
Mechanism of the State Council issued
"About the Implementation of 'Class B'
for New Coronavirus Infections Less
than 12 hours later, Zimbabwe's
tourism department called me, hoping
to organize Chinese tourists to travel
there immediately." He Liehui said that
this proves that African countries are
very concerned about China's policies.
In addition, many African customers
from South Africa, Tanzania, and
Zimbabwe hope to purchase in China
from February to March this year. In
the core area of   Sanyuanli, Baiyun
District, Guangzhou City, there is the
China-Hong Kong Leather Goods City,
which gathers leather goods
manufacturers in the Pan-Pearl River
Delta region and attracts buyers from
major domestic and foreign markets. 
 Lin Caixue is the general manager of
Guangzhou Yifeida Leather Goods Co.,
Ltd. She told the Global Times reporter
that the company has been doing
business in Africa for nearly 10 years,
mainly exporting women's bags,  

belts and other commodities to the
African market. 15%-20% of the
turnover. According to her, exports
to Africa are mainly through three
channels: e-commerce platforms,
direct procurement by customers
and trading companies. Before 2020,
direct customers from Africa will
come to China about 4 times a year
according to the rhythm of the
fashion industry. Although the total
business volume has not decreased
after the epidemic, the share of
direct customer purchases has
declined. "Recently, African
customers have been in contact with
us more. They will ask us about the
current epidemic situation in China,
when will the holiday be before the
Spring Festival, when will the work
start, whether there is any stock in
stock, and when the new model will
be available. They will come in 2023.
China is very willing, and I also have
the idea of   going to Africa for market
research." Lin Caixue told reporters.
Their leather goods are mainly
exported to Nigeria, Egypt, South
Africa and other countries in Africa,
targeting the middle and high-end
market segments. According to Lin
Caixue, during the epidemic, African
customers will also look for
alternative suppliers from Southeast
Asian countries, but high-end
products are still of better quality in
China. Optimistic about the
population size of Africa and the
demand for Chinese materials, she
plans to increase the business share
of the African market to more than
30-40%. "With the economic
development of Africa, more
demand will extend from big cities to
small places." . 
Guangzhou Bilusi Technology Co.,
Ltd., a merchant in Guangzhou
Tangqi Foreign Trade Garment City,
is an enterprise specializing in the
research, development, manufacture
and export of wigs. General Manager
Li Ke told the Global Times reporter
that they mainly export wigs to
European, American and African
markets. "The lack of personnel
exchanges in the past three years
has forced African businessmen to
switch their business models to e-
commerce platforms and social
networking sites, and develop the
habit of international online
shopping."  Li Ke introduced the
changes he observed to reporters.
With the optimization of China's
epidemic prevention policy, many
African friends say they want to
come to China. Li Ke said that in
2023, many African friends want to
come to China to experience the
business environment and models
for themselves. 
Li Ke has already started to station
staff in Zambia, Uganda, Ghana and
other

African countries, mainly to provide
localized services. He believes that Africa
is still a blue ocean market, "I am very
optimistic about China-Africa trade,
especially China has been helping Africa's
infrastructure construction, logistics
system, and personnel training. With the
development of Africa, there will be more
and more high-skilled of Chinese talents
to develop in Africa.”
China-Africa trade has strong stamina
"China-Africa non-governmental business
exchanges are very dynamic and showing
a trend of rapid development." Lan
Qingxin, a professor at the Regional
Research Institute of the University of
International Business and Economics,
told the "Global Times" reporter on
January 6 that in terms of innovative
trade, China Non-private business
exchanges have done well, such as cross-
border e-commerce live broadcasts,
overseas factory construction, etc. These
new ways of trading are more flexible and
growing fast.
Lan Qingxin said that Chinese products
are of high quality and low price for
Africa. In previous years, Yiwu Small
Commodity Market would attract many
African business people to buy products.
These products are characterized by
small batches and various varieties,
which can meet the diverse needs of the
African people. The resilience of China's
supply chain is relatively strong, which
can meet the needs of relatively flexible
trade models between China and Africa.
At the same time, the advancement of
trade facilitation and liberalization, as
well as the development of cross-border
e-commerce, have gradually formed
China's unique commodity supply chain
to Africa.
In the past three years, China-Africa
trade has encountered some difficulties
due to obstacles in commercial
exchanges. But it is still alive. In the first
half of 2022, China-Africa trade volume
reached US$137.4 billion, a year-on-year
increase of 16.6%. Lan Qingxin said that
in 2023, China-Africa trade needs to be
solved mainly to smooth the flow of
logistics and people. At the same time,
through the opening of China's system,
trade costs are continuously reduced to
meet the needs of Africa. As China's
economy gradually returns to normal in
2023, commercial activities between
China and Africa will also regain vitality,
including increased logistics and human
flows.
He Liehui believes that after the
adjustment and optimization of the entry
policy, the focus of investment in the
African market has undergone some
changes. The epidemic has made African
countries realize that in the event of an
emergency, the first thing to solve is the
daily life of ordinary people. Therefore,
their investment direction has shifted
from following the world trend to the
development of manufacturing and light
industries, especially the manufacturing
industry that is related to the
improvement of people's livelihood. This
is an opportunity for Chinese enterprises.
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Colorful moments of the celebrations of Chinese New Year of the

Rabbit in Abuja, Nigeria, early this month.,
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Solid results demonstrate the true meaning of China-Africa cooperation
As the end of the year draws to a
close, China-Africa cooperation
has delivered another good news.
The opening of the second
container terminal in the port of
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire will
consolidate the position of the
port of Abidjan in West Africa as a
hub port and help local economic
and social development; the
completion of the Maliguina
hydropower station will make up
for the national power gap in Mali
and improve electricity
consumption The tense situation;
the completion of the first phase
of the Lagos light rail blue line
project in Nigeria is expected to
greatly improve the traffic
conditions along the line and
facilitate people's travel... In the
last month of 2022, three new
achievements are the epitome of
China-Africa deepening
infrastructure cooperation. The
practical cooperation between
China and Africa has added a new
footnote, demonstrating the
sincerity of China-Africa
cooperation. This is the second
container terminal of the port of
Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire, taken on
December 2. Photo by Xinhua
News Agency reporter Zheng
Yangzi 
In today's world, the geopolitical
situation is tense and the global
economic recovery is difficult. No
matter how the international
situation changes, China and
Africa's original aspiration,
determination and drive to seek
win-win cooperation remain
unchanged.
China has always adhered to the
concept of sincerity, amity and
sincerity and the correct concept
of righteousness and interests,
and has carried out practical
cooperation with African countries
in various fields,

closely combining Africa's
independent and sustainable
development with China's own
development, bringing tangible
benefits to the people of both sides.

The true meaning of China-Africa
cooperation is reflected in "urgent
people's urgency". China's foothold
has always been to help African
countries solve the "pain points" of
development, and backward
infrastructure is the "bottleneck" for
African countries to achieve
development. Since the
establishment of the Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation, Chinese
companies have used various funds
to help African countries add and
upgrade infrastructure such as
railways, roads, bridges, and ports.
"China-Africa cooperation is
pragmatic." Peter Kagvanga, director
of the African Policy Research
Institute in Kenya, said that with the
help of China, the level of
infrastructure connectivity on the
African continent has been further
improved, and it is now more
convenient for African countries to
carry out trade cooperation. It has
promoted a more rational flow and
allocation of resources and
production factors in the African
continent.  The true meaning of
China-Africa cooperation is reflected
in "deep and practical", and the
results of practical cooperation are
all over the land of Africa. In the past
month, the Nigerian Agricultural
Technology Demonstration Center
project aided by China was officially
handed over. China's modern
agricultural technology will help
Nigeria improve crop production and
agricultural modernization level; Star
Times, a Chinese multinational
media group, broadcast on the local
TV channel run by itself in Kenya A
local TV series invested and
produced by the company has built a
bridge between the people of China 

and Kenya; the Mauritius RMB
clearing bank service was officially
launched, which not only
facilitates cross-border
transactions between China and
Mauritius, but also further deepens
financial cooperation between the
two sides... Various fields in China
and Africa The frequent news of
cooperation fully proves that after
decades of hard watering, China-
Africa cooperation has flourished
and grown into a towering tree. 
 The true meaning of China-Africa
cooperation is reflected in the
"people-to-people relationship".
Whether China-Africa cooperation
is good or not, African countries
and people have the most say.
Some time ago, the results of a
survey released by the British
Youguan Research Company
showed that people in African
countries have significantly
improved their favorability
towards China. The vast majority
of respondents in Nigeria, Kenya,
South Africa, and Egypt believe
that China has a positive impact on
international affairs. The results of
this poll prove once again that
China-Africa cooperation has
brought tangible benefits to
theAfrican people, and has been
sincerely welcomed and fully
recognized by the African people.
As Tuju, General Secretary of the
Jubilee Party in Kenya, said, China
has always been a reliable friend
of Kenya and Africa, and an
important spokesperson for the
interests and voices of
underdeveloped countries.
 China is the largest developing
country in the world, and Africa is
the continent with the most
developing countries. China and
Africa help each other on the road
to economic development and
national rejuvenation, which not
only conforms to the fundamental 

interests of both sides, but
also contributes to promoting
global sustainable
development.
Significance. With the
economic growth and social
progress of African countries,
the traditional friendship
between China and Africa is
following the track of "truth,
affinity and sincerity",
benefiting Africa, China, and
the world in a wider field,
wider scope, deeper level and
higher degree.
 The year 2023 will usher in
the tenth anniversary of the
introduction of the policy
concept of truthfulness,
affinity and sincerity towards
Africa and the correct concept
of righteousness and benefit.
The reason why China-Africa
relations have become
stronger over time is precisely
because the two sides uphold
correct concepts and adhere to
correct principles to handle
mutual relations and promote
mutual cooperation. Looking
forward to the future, China
will continue to uphold the
concept of sincerity, amity and
sincerity and the correct
concept of righteousness and
interests, and jointly build the
"Belt and Road" with African
countries with high quality,
implement global
development initiatives and
global security initiatives, and
help African countries realize
the sustainable development
of the United Nations in 2030
at an early date The Agenda
and the African Union's
"Agenda 2063" have made
new contributions to
promoting the building of a
community with a shared
future for mankind. 




