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Nigeria-China Cooperation blooms amidst 
Lunar new year & Beijing Winter Olympics
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World ushers in Lunar New Year 
with celebrations China, Africa push toward next stage
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Madam Liang Huili, wife of the Chinese Ambassador to Nigeria in a group photo with some representatives of 
teachers and students in Abuja.
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Beijing Winter Olympics & 
Chinese New Year Special
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      President Xi Extends congratulatory Message to 35th  African Union Summit

ChinAfrica Newsletter/February 2022 ChinAfrica Newsletter/February 2022

Chinese President Xi Jinping on 
Saturday warmly congratulated the 

African countries and people on the opening 
of the 35th African Union (AU) Summit.

In his congratulatory message to the 
AU Summit, Xi pointed out that this year 
marks the 20th anniversary of the AU’s 
founding, and that over the past 20 years, 
the AU has stayed committed to seeking 
strength through unity, actively explored a 
development path suited to Africa, facilitated 
important progress in regional integration 

and coordinated a concerted response from 
African countries to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Such efforts have proven effective in 
maintaining peace, stability and development 
in Africa, and have won Africa growing 
influence and stature in the world, Xi said.

The year of 2021 witnessed robust 
growth in China-Africa relations, Xi stressed.

Noting that the Eighth Ministerial 
Conference of the Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation (FOCAC) was successfully 
held in November last year, Xi said that 
he announced during the conference nine 
programs for cooperation with Africa in the 
next three years, and that he, together with 
African leaders, expressed their unanimous 
support for building a China-Africa 
community with a shared future in the new era.

Under new circumstances, Xi said, China 
stands ready to work with the African side 
to actively implement the outcomes of the 
FOCAC conference, further synergize the 
Belt and Road cooperation and the Global 
Development Initiative with the AU’s Agenda 
2063 and the construction of the African 
Continental Free Trade Area, in a bid to steer 
China-Africa cooperation toward higher-
quality and wider-ranging development, and to 
write a new chapter in China-Africa friendship. 

Nigeria-China Cooperation blooms amidst Lunar new year & Beijing Winter Olympics
Earlier, this month and on the first day 

of the Chinese Lunar New Year, Liang Huili, 
wife of the Chinese Ambassador to Nigeria, 
celebrated Chinese New Year with teachers and 
students at a School in Abuja, Nigeria’s Capital.

Madam Liang Huili and her party who 
were warmly welcomed by teachers and 
students of the school. She said that the day 
is a traditional Chinese festival and the most 
important festival for Chinese people - the 
Spring Festival. Speaking further, she said “I 
am very happy to come to Wingate School to 
celebrate the Chinese New Year with teachers, 
students and parents. With the deepening of 
the traditional friendship between China and 
Nigeria, and the increasingly close cooperation 
between the two countries in all aspects, more 
and more Nigerian teenagers are interested in 
Chinese culture, hope to learn Chinese, and 
have the opportunity to study in China in the 
future. We are willing to provide assistance 
and support to the best of our ability in cultural 
exchanges between China and Nigeria and the 
improvement of Nigeria’s teaching conditions.”

The children of the School performed Chinese 
fan dance, Chinese Spring Festival knowledge 
introduction, Chinese zodiac introduction 
and other literary and artistic programs for 
the guests.     The young children put up 
wonderful performances, and “Happy New 
Year” shouted in Chinese in unison underlined 
feel the children’s love for Chinese culture 
and their friendliness to the Chinese people.

Madam. Liang Huili who was also 
interviewed by a young reporter from the 
School and answered some questions from 
the students about China and the Chinese 
New Year. Afterwards, Liang Huili and her 
delegation, accompanied by Ms. Abdulaziz, 
the manager of the School, and Ms. Renge, 
the principal, visited the school’s campus and 
teaching facilities, and interacted with the 
children. In the handicraft class, Ms. Liang 
Huili also personally instructed the children 
to collage the Chinese five-star red flag.

Ms. Abdulaziz received Madam Liang 
Huili and her delegation in her office, and 
discussed the hope of receiving support from 
the Chinese embassy for the school to carry 
out Chinese culture and Chinese teaching 
activities in the future, and promised to provide 
convenience and discounts to children in the 
Chinese community. Liang Huili expressed 
her willingness to strengthen cooperation in 
Chinese language teaching and Sino-Nigeria 
cultural exchanges, and presented masks and 
other anti-epidemic supplies as well as Chinese 
knots and other decorative items to the school.

Earlier, just before the Spring Festival, 
the traditional Chinese festival, the Chinese 
Embassy in Nigeria, the Ministry of Information 
and Culture of Nigeria and the Nigerian Chinese 
Cultural Center jointly held the launching 
ceremony of the 2022 “Happy Chinese New 

Year” to celebrate the Chinese New Year. 
Chinese Ambassador to Nigeria Cui Jianchun 
and his wife Liang Huili, Defense Attaché of the 
Chinese Embassy in Nigeria Lin Wei, Cultural 
Counselor and Director of the Chinese Cultural 
Center Li Xuda, Permanent Secretary of the 
Ministry of Information and Culture of Nigeria, 
Mrs. Anyanwu Utaku, Chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the Nigerian House of 
Representatives Mr. Yakubu Representative 
Akioru, Chairman of Nigeria Chinese Alumni 
Association Suleiman, representatives of  Nigeria 
political parties, government, military, academia, 
NGOs and other circles, representatives 
of local Chinese-funded enterprises and 
overseas Chinese in Abuja, and performers 
participated in theatrical performances 
More than 300 people including media 
representtives attended the launching ceremony.

The dragon dance program performed by 
the Chinese Wushu Team of the Abuja Wushu 
Association kicked off the ceremony. In his 
speech, Ambassador Cui Jianchun  warmly 
welcomed the guests to the Chinese Cultural 
Center to celebrate the Chinese New Year and  
sincerely wished everyone a Happy Chinese New 
Year. Ambassador Cui recounted the historical 
origin and customs of the most important 
traditional festival in China, the Spring Festival, 
and of the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics. He 
expressed belief that under the guidance of 
the Olympic concept of “green, shared, open 
and clean”, the Beijing Winter Olympics will 
greatly promote the development of world 
sports events and strengthen friendly exchanges 
between China and other countries in the world.

Ambassador Cui remarked that “Just two 
weeks ago, we were delighted to see that China 
and Nigeria signed the charter of the sub-
committee on culture and tourism of the China-
Nigeria Intergovernmental Committee, which 
has ushered in a good start at the beginning of 
the new year. Thanks to our efforts, the other 
four sub-committees are also actively preparing. 
The establishment of the Sino-Nigeria inter-
governmental cooperation mechanism will 
surely elevate the cooperation between our two 
countries in various fields to a new level. The 
five goals of cooperation, military cooperation, 
international collaboration and people-to-people 
and cultural exchanges will surely be achieved!”

In his speech, Permanent Secretary 
Anyanwu Utaku emphasized that the series of 
activities to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between 
China and Nepal last year injected new vitality 
into the cultural integration and exchanges 
between our two countries. This year, the two 
sides co-host the “Happy Chinese New Year” 
event, which will surely promote exchanges and 
mutual learning between China and Nigeria. In 
addition, I would like to take this opportunity 
to congratulate China once again on becoming 
the host of the 2022 Winter Olympics. Beijing 
is also about to become the first “Double 
Olympics” city to host both the Summer 
Olympics and the Winter Olympics, which is 
indeed a great achievement. As we all know, 
the Nigerian people also love sports very much, 
and we look forward to effective cooperation 
with China in the field of grassroots sports.

Chinese PresidentXi Jinping(R) holds talks with Nigerian 
President Muhammadu Buhari in Beijing, capital of China. 

2022 WINTER OLYMPICS Buhari Charges   
Nigerian        Athletes to Excel in Beijing
President Muhammadu Buhari 

has charged Nigerian athletes 
scheduled to participate in the 
Beijing 2022 Winter Olympic 
and Paralympic Games to excel 
at the competition. The games are 
scheduled to begin on February 4 

and run through February 20, 2022.
 The President, in a statement 
recently issued by his Media 
Adviser, Femi Adesina, said he was 
sure Nigerian athletes participating 
in different events will excel at 
the competition, surpassing the 
previous record in PyeongChang, 
South Korea, in 2018, when the 
nation competed for the first time.
Recognising that the Olympic Games 
is a platform for closer friendship 
and cooperation between countries, 
President Buhari sincerely hoped 
that all athletes, in the pursuit of their 
Olympic dream, would promote the 
core values of the Games which are 
excellence, friendship and respect.
 The President also congratulated 
China on hosting the Winter Olympics, 
lauding Beijing for making history 
as the first “dual Olympic city” in 
the world’s Olympic history, having 
hosted the Summer Olympics in 2008.
 As a friendly and brotherly country 
to Nigeria, President Buhari 
affirmed the support of the Nigerian 
government and its people to China.
 He believed that with China’s 
rich experience in organising 
international events, the Beijing 2022 
Winter Olympics, with the slogan 
“Together for a Shared Future”, 
will be delivered as a splendid, 
exceptional and extraordinary 
Olympic event for the world.

"People have been so 
excited to be immersed in 
learning and experiencing 
the Chinese culture through 
performances, exhibits, and 
demonstrations. Everyone 
is appreciative, and the 
expressions of happiness 
on the faces of young and 
old alike, in celebrating the 
Chinese New Year, say it 
all," Pamela Garrison, The 
Huntington's manager for 
membership events.IOC Olympic Games Operations Director Pierre Ducrey (L), Beijing 2022 Medical Expert 

Panel chief Brian McCloskey (C) and Olympic Games Communications head Robert Roxburgh 
talk about Beijing 2022's strict measures against COVID-19 during a press conference in 
Beijing, China, February 2, 2022.

           Leaders of China and Nigeria put the finishing touches on the dragon

                 Chinese President Xi Jinping

 “over the past 20 years, the AU 
had remained committed to seeking 
strength through unity, actively 
exploring a development path suited to 
Africa, facilitating important progress 
in regional integration and coordinating 
a concerted response from African 
countries to the COVID-19 pandemic.”

says President Xi.
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Kenya will soon commence 
exporting avocado to China 

amid growing bilateral trade between 
the two countries, an executive said 
recently.

Okisegere Ojepat, the chief 
executive officer of the Fresh Produce 
Consortium of Kenya (FPC Kenya) said 
at a briefing in Nairobi that discussions 
are ongoing to approve export of 
avocado to China.

Ojepat said that Kenya Plant Health 
Inspectorate Service and its Chinese 
counterpart is expected to conduct 
inspection and address some technical 
issues to ensure that avocado meant 
for export meet quality and safety 
threshold.

“We are currently selling frozen 
avocados to the Chinese market and 
this new agreement is most welcomed 

as it will help increase the country’s 
export earnings,” said Ojepat.

China’s Sinovac to support Egypt with fully-automated cooling facility for vaccine storage
China’s biopharmaceutical company 

Sinovac has signed a cooperation 
agreement with Egypt’s Holding Company 
for Biological Products and Vaccines 
(VACSERA) to establish a cold storage 
facility for vaccine storage and preservation 
in Egypt, said the Chinese Embassy in Egypt 
on recently.

The agreement was signed between the 
two companies via both a video conference 
and an offline ceremony attended by 
Egyptian Acting Health Minister and Higher 
Education Minister Khaled Abdel-Ghaffar 
and Chinese Ambassador to Egypt Liao 
Liqiang at the Egyptian Health Ministry’s 
headquarters in Cairo.

“China-Egypt anti-epidemic cooperation 
has continued to deepen and vaccine 
cooperation has seen many bright spots. 
China is willing to continue to work with 
Egypt to strengthen mutual confidence and 
overcome difficulties together,” said the 

Chinese ambassador.
“China will donate another 10 million 

doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Egypt to 
help Egypt achieve its goal of vaccinating 70 
percent of its population by the middle of this 
year,” Liao added.

The fully-automated cold storage facility 
is agreed to be built in VACSERA’s new 
factory complex in Giza’s 6th of October 
City west of the capital Cairo.

For his part, Abdel-Ghaffar expressed 
appreciation of China’s “strong assistance” 
to Egypt with the anticipated cooling unit 
and the millions of doses of vaccines.

“China’s pragmatic measures to provide 

Egypt with a new batch of 10 million 
doses of vaccine fully demonstrate the firm 
determination of China and Egypt to fight 
the epidemic together,” said the Egyptian 
minister during the signing ceremony.

Egypt is willing to continue to strengthen 
cooperation with China in localized vaccine 
production, technology transfer and drug 
research and development, so as to make 
greater contributions to the fight against the 
pandemic in Africa, Abdel-Ghaffar added.

The cold storage facility to be built by 
Sinovac will have a storage capacity of 150 
million doses of vaccine and is expected to be 
the largest vaccine storage center in Africa.

Sinovac and VACSERA already have 
a cooperation agreement for joint vaccine 
production signed in April last year, 
according to which the Sinovac vaccines are 
locally manufactured in VACSERA’s factory 
in Egypt, with the final product carrying the 
VACSERA-Sinovac label.

Kenya set for avocado exports to China Symposium continues momentum of FOCAC towards strengthened China-Africa development 
Recently, the African Ambassadors 

Group in China and the United Nations 
in China co-hosted a symposium in Beijing, 
initiated by Abdallah Abdillahi Miguil, 
ambassador of the Republic of Djibouti to the 
People’s Republic of China and acting dean of 
the African Ambassadors Group in China, at the 
Embassy of the Federal Democratic Republic 
of Ethiopia as a follow-up to the 8th Ministerial 
Conference of the Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation (FOCAC).

Following the discussions held in Dakar, 
Senegal, on November 29-30, 2021, the 
symposium, held under the theme, “Towards a 
greener, more prosperous and healthier future 
together”, aims to provide an opportunity 
for stakeholders to build on the outcomes of 
the Conference and strengthen the growing 
partnership between China and Africa.

The symposium featured four panel 
discussions centred on the following topics: 
clean energy transition and carbon neutrality, 
China-Africa cooperation in rural revitalization, 
public health system reform, and China-Africa 
cooperation in finance, investment, and SMEs.

“Africa’s population is expected to reach 2.5 
billion by 2050, and as the world’s youngest 
population, it is in this continent where the 
future economic engines will drive global 
prosperity. COVID-19 has been a setback, 
but through concerted partnership, we can 
overcome the setbacks to accelerate the race 
towards the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The key to this is harnessing big data, 
technology, and innovation. The UN family in 
China and in Africa stand ready to convene, 
connect, and catalyse these partner-ships to 
help Africa reap a demographic dividend, reach 

the SDGs, and propel 
Africa towards the 
grand vision of Agenda 
2063.” said Siddharth 
Chatterjee, UN 
Resident Coordinator 
in China.

During the 
symposium, the 
Resident Coordinator 
also shared updates 
on two flagship UN 
in China initiatives, 
the SDG Partnership 
Platform and the Inter-
national Center of 
Excellence for Applied 
Sustainable Development, both with an African 
focus, to provide guidance, technical support 
and strengthen cooperation between China and 
Africa towards the achievement of the SDGs.

“The 8th Ministerial Conference of FOCAC 
is a new milestone for China-Africa relations. 
The announcement of the nine programs and 
the four outcome documents was a significant 
result and provided new inputs for enhanced 
cooperation,” said Wu Peng, Director-General, 
Department of African Affairs, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs for the People’s Republic of 
China.”

“I commend the UN Country Team and the 
African Ambassadors Group in China for this 
symposium, in continuing the momentum of 
FOCAC and in strengthening the growing 
partnership between China and Africa.”

Participants to the symposium include 
Chinese ministries and departments, not limited 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry 

of Commerce, repre-sented by Director-
General Jiang Wei, the China International 
Development Cooperation Agency, represented 
by Director-General Liu Junfeng, African 
Diplomatic Missions, the African Union, the 
UN Country Team, the private sector, and 
research institutes and foundations from China 
and abroad.

“The entire world of today is facing serious 
challenges related to COVID-19, economic 
constraints, poverty, security, terrorism, climate 
change and many others. However, China and 
Africa have proven to the world our resilience, 
commitments, seriousness, and success in 
facing these challenges. Therefore, I would like 
to reiterate our full support and commitment 
to FOCAC, the One-China policy and to 
continue working closely with the government 
of China and other partners for the best benefit 
of China-Africa relations and the interest of 
our governments and people,” said Abdallah 
Abdillahi Miguil.

Chinese New Year celebrated with fanfare in Nigeria

The  Chinese  community in Nigeria 
held a carnival-like celebration 

recently to mark the upcoming 
Chinese Lunar New Year of Tiger.

The event, organized by the Chinese 
Embassy in Nigeria, witnessed a 
large turnout of Chinese citizens, 
Nigerian officials, and students.

The gathering was the first of a series 
of events to celebrate the Chinese 
Lunar New Year, also known as Spring 
Festival, which falls on Feb. 1 this year.

The revelers, gathering at the China 
Cultural Center in the central business 
area of Abuja city, were enthralled by 
various Chinese art performances, 
including the traditional 
Chinese dragon and lion dances.

The joyous celebration was spiced 
up by local troupes and school art 

groups who performed various 
Nigerian dances, aside from the 
Chinese songs and dances at the event.

Chinese Ambassador to Nigeria 
Cui Jianchun told Xinhua the 
celebration was to mark the 
beginning of good things, such as 
strength, braveness, and ambition.

Spring Festival has gained popularity 
in most cities in Nigeria due to the 
sense of anticipation and excitement 
shared by the Chinese community in 
the most populous African country. 
The festival is celebrated every year.

Spring Festival celebrations are 
emblematic of the cultural tradition 
and heritage as well as aesthetic 
aspirations of the Chinese nation, 
abounding in distinctive Chinese 
symbols of great emotional appeal.

Kenya’s evocado ready for export toChina

China's Five-Year Plan presents 
alternative to Western chaos

Ambassador Cui Jianchun accompanied the guests to watch the "Happy Chinese New 
Year" photo exhibition

With its latest Five-Year Plan, 
China has laid out a roadmap 

for real action in a trying era, 
presenting an alternative to the 
state of chaos in such countries 
as the United States, according to 
an opinion article published by 
German paper Unsere Zeit recently.

"In a country like the United States, 
where major political decisions seem 
to happen on a whim, the very notion 
of a long-term plan can seem like a 
novelty," said the article, noting that 
bourgeois "democracy" only carries 
partisan bickering and laser focus on 
the short term, bringing "a degree 
of chaos, a seemingly detrimental 
level of uncertainty and tension."
Meanwhile, armed with solid plans, 
the Chinese government and people 
have a blueprint for the next five 
years, and indeed the next half-
generation, it added. "It's something 
the rest of the world could learn from 
-- that is, if parts of it weren't so busy 
demonizing everything China does." 

  Photo provied by UN Resident Coordinator’s Office in China

"China will donate another 
10 million doses of COVID-19 
vaccine to Egypt to help Egypt 
achieve its goal of vaccinating 
70 percent of its population by 
the middle of this year," Liao
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First Meeting of the Culture and Tourism Sub-Committee of the China-Nigeria 
Intergovernmental Committee, held Nigeria and China have come a long 

way. It is safe to conclude that the 
two countries are on an enduring relationship 
that is daily blossoming and growing to a huge 
bilateral synergy built on strong mutual benefits. 
China’s investment in Africa and by extension 
Nigeria is phenomenal and has over time 
progressively transformed into Africa’s largest 
trading partner surpassing traditional partners 
such as Europe and the United States of America.

Perhaps not many developed countries 
of the world will be ready to play the big 
role that China is currently playing in Africa 
to develop infrastructural projects that will 
liberate the continent from the clutches of acute 
poverty due to a lack of basic infrastructures. 
Nigeria, the most populous nation in Africa is 
a major beneficiary of some of these initiatives 
through ambitious infrastructural projects 
that are springing up across the country.

Chinese investments in Nigeria are substantial. 
According to a 2019 report issued by the Chinese 
embassy, Nigeria hosts 70 construction, 40 
investments and 30 trading Chinese companies. 
In 2018 alone, Chinese companies were 
awarded 175 construction contracts in Nigeria, 
worth $17 billion USD, some of these projects 
directly employed a significant number of young 
Nigerians. Thus, since the establishment of 
diplomatic ties in 1971 and strategic partnership 
in 2005 between China and Nigeria, the 
relationship between the two countries have 
maintained a sound momentum of development.

During the Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation (FOCAC) Beijing Summit in 2018, 
China, and Nigeria signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on jointly building the 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which promoted 
the friendship between the two countries to the 
best period in history. Thus, the year 2019 was 
the first year that Nigeria formally joined the 
big family of the BRI, which means that China 
is ready to work with Nigeria to explore new 
opportunities for cooperation in various fields.

Nigeria has benefited from a number of BRI 
projects. Notable ones include the Abuja/Kaduna 
Standard Gauge Rail Line linking the nation’s 
capital Abuja to Kaduna, a trade centre and 
transportation hub in north-western Nigeria, the 
Lagos/Ibadan Standard Gauge Rail Line linking 
Lagos, Nigeria’s economic capital to Ibadan, the 
former administrative capital of southwestern 
Nigeria, and the Lagos/Kano railway, which 
is an ambitious project connecting the two 
most populous cities in southern and northern 
Nigeria. Others include new international airport 
terminals in Abuja, Port Harcourt in the oil-rich 
Niger Delta region and the ancient city of Kano.

At this juncture, it is instructive to note that 
modern infrastructure availability is one of the 
indicators of advancement of any society today. 
It is the blood that keeps any modern society and 
economy alive, and this ranges from roads, bridges, 
airports, seaports, railways, power plants, dams, 

telecommunication facilities and many more. 
Indeed, the level, quality and standard of the 
infrastructure of a country is a core indicator 
of its rating in development or advancement.

One major area of the Chinese strategic 
relationship with Nigeria is the building 
of rail infrastructure which is gradually 
positioning Nigeria as a modern economy 
with infrastructural underpinning. In this 
stead, in recent years, the China Civil 
Engineering Construction Company 
(CCECC) has delivered four major railway 
projects after completion, all with a total 
stretch of 712km, a huge economic value 
that has been added to the country. The China 
Civil Engineering Construction Corporation 
(CCECC) has proven over time to be a 
reliable supporter of infrastructure upgrade 
and creation for the economy of Nigeria.

In December 2020, the latest of China’s 
many industrial investments in Nigeria, the 
railway line between Lagos and Ibadan, became 
operational. Running 156 kilometres long and 
costs some $1.5 billion US dollars. Its opening 
was accompanied by public fanfare in Nigeria 
and China, where it was seen as another double 
victory for Chinese-led development, and 
China’s public image in sub-Saharan Africa.

Over the past two decades, China’s 
investment in Nigerian industries, and especially 
transport, has offered Nigeria access to capital 
and expertise for badly needed development, at 
levels unseen since colonial Britain built African 
railways. Similarly, China Civil Engineering 
Construction Corporation (CCEC) has broken 
ground on the construction of the first phase of 
the Lagos Rail Mass Transit (LRMT) Red Line 
project in Lagos, Nigeria. The LRMT Red Line, 
classified as a Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
project, involves the construction of a 28-km 
mass transit system at an estimated cost of $680 
million, according to Refinitiv’s Infrastructure 
360 database. The project will interconnect 
with the existing Lagos State Bus Terminal 
and the Lagos-Ibadan Railway Station as well 
as the Airport. The LRMT Red Line project is 
the second light rail project that CCECC has 
implemented in Lagos State, after the LRMT 
Blue Line project, and is expected to relieve the 
traffic congestion and improve transportation 
efficiency in the nation’s economic capital.

Nigeria is the first African country to be 
designated a “strategic partner” by China. “Most 
of China’s strategic partners are in Asia, where 
almost all China’s neighbours (with the notable 
exception of Japan) are designated as partners of 
some sort.” The bilateral relationship between 
Nigeria and China has ramped up trade from 
$1.9 billion US dollars in 2013 to about $20 
billion USD. A 2020 policy brief by Yunnan 
Chen, a John Hopkins School of Advanced 
International Studies (SAIS) researcher, 
states that “China’s Ministry of Commerce, 
identified 218 Chinese firms registered in 

Nigeria, with 128 in manufacturing” as of 2015.
Likewise, in the face of economic 

globalization with the support of both Chinese 
and Nigerian Governments, Lekki Free Zone 
(LFZ), a Sino-Nigeria, joint company is being 
developed as a model of cooperation between 
the two countries for the purpose of mutual 
benefits and the bilateral relationship. With a 
planned area of 30 km located in Lekki Peninsula 
to the south-east of Lagos State, Nigeria, LFZ 
was launched following the execution of a 
Tripartite Agreement in early 2006 between 
China-Africa Lekki Investment Ltd, Lagos State 
Government and Lekki Worldwide Investments 
Ltd. Subsequently, pursuant to the provisions 
of the Tripartite Agreement, Lekki Free Zone 
Development Company FZC (LFZDC) was 
incorporated and established in Nigeria in 
May 2006 as a China-Nigeria joint venture 
exclusively for investment, development, 
management and operation of LFZ. In November 
2007, LFZ was officially approved by the 
Chinese Ministry of Commerce and regarded 
as one of the “Overseas Economic & Trade 
Cooperation Zones” by the Chinese government.

Truth is that, apart from what is already on 
the ground, the two countries have huge potential 
for investment cooperation, which is highly 
complementary, especially in the field of energy, 
resources, and infrastructure. There is a need 
to develop and tap this cooperation’s potential.

Also, Nigeria and China need to broaden 
cultural, and people-to-people exchanges to 
deepen their traditional friendship. The duo 
needs to take into consideration the growing 
enthusiasm of their people for interactions; 
encourage friendly exchanges in education, 
culture, health, science and technology, media 
and other fields, and increase local people-to-
people exchanges to cement the social foundation 
for China-Nigeria friendship. Consequently, 
China and Nigeria must make full use of the 
platforms of BRI and FOCAC to increase 
mutual visits by central and local governments, 
art troupes and academic groups as well as 
other exchanges at all levels and in all fields.

Reflections on China’s strategic cooperation for development in Nigeria

Chinese PresidentXi Jinping(R) holds talks with Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari in Beijing, capital 
of China. 

Recently,  the first 
meeting of the 

Culture and Tourism Sub-
Committee of the China-
Nigeria Intergovernmental 
Committee was held by 
video. Zhang Xu, Vice 
Minister of Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism of 
China, Anyanwu Utaku, 
Permanent Secretary 
of the Federal Ministry 
of Information and 
Culture of Nigeria, 
Cui Jianchun, Chinese 
Ambassador to Nigeria, 
and representatives of 
Chinese and Nigerian 
members of the sub-
committee attended 
the event. The meeting 
formally established the 
Culture and Tourism Sub-
Committee of the China-
Nigeria Intergovernmental 
Committee, reviewed 
and discussed the 
achievements and future 
development of Sino-
Nigerian cultural and 
tourism cooperation in 
recent years, and agreed 
to take the establishment 
of the Sub-Committee 
as an opportunity to 
further promote bilateral 
cultural exchanges and 
cooperation. Tourism 
cooperation and 
development.
Vice Minister Zhang Xu 
said in his speech stated 
that culture and tourism 
are important areas of 
the strategic partnership 
between the two countries. 
Under the guidance 
of the mechanism of 
the Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation, the 
exchanges and cooperation 
between China and 
Nepal in the fields of 
culture and tourism have 
developed rapidly and 
achieved fruitful results 
since the establishment 
of diplomatic relations 
50 years ago. The two 
sides maintained the 
momentum of high-level 
exchanges and dialogues, 

promoted cultural exchanges and mutual 
learning, and carried out cooperation in human 
resources development. The achievement of 
this achievement is an important manifestation 
of the profound friendship and friendly 
cooperation between the two countries, and 
a vivid interpretation of the spirit of China-
Africa friendly cooperation. The two sides 
should actively implement the spirit of the 8th 
Ministerial Conference of the Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation, strengthen international 
cooperation in the joint construction of the 
"Belt and Road", overcome the impact of the 
new crown pneumonia epidemic, and further 
improve the culture, tourism, publishing, 
heritage, libraries and museums of the two 
countries. Exchanges and cooperation in 
other fields have contributed to the promotion 
of people-to-people bonds and friendly 
cooperation between China and Nepal.
In his speech, Permanent Secretary Anyanwu 
Utaku spoke highly of the cooperation 
achievements in the field of culture and tourism 
in the past 50 years since the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between the two countries, 
and believed that the establishment of the sub-
committee is of great significance to promoting 
Sino-Nigeria cultural and tourism cooperation. 
She introduced the situation of Nigeria's 
cultural and creative industries, emphasizing 
the important role of culture and tourism in 
the development and bilateral cooperation 
between the two countries. It is hoped that the 

two sides will effectively implement 
the sub-committee mechanism, 
strengthen cultural exchanges and 
tourism cooperation, and actively 
benefit the two peoples.
In his speech, Ambassador Cui 
Jianchun said that since the 
establishment of diplomatic relations 
between China and Nepal 50 years ago, 
the political mutual trust between the 
two countries has been continuously 
improved, the traditional friendship 
has been strengthened, and exchanges 
in the fields of culture, education 
and economy and trade are in the 
ascendant. He congratulated the 
establishment of the Culture and 
Tourism Sub-Committee, and hoped 
that China and Nigeria will inherit the 
cultural traditions, tap the potential of 
cultural and tourism cooperation, and 
promote common development.
At the meeting, Vice Minister Zhang 
Xu and Permanent Secretary Anyanwu 
Utaku also signed the Charter of the 
Culture and Tourism Sub-Committee 
of the Intergovernmental Committee 
of the People's Republic of China 
and the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
and the minutes of the meeting, and 
agreed that the second meeting of the 
Sub-Committee will be held on It will 
be held in due course in 2024.

           Ambassador Cui Jianchun delivering a speech
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largest economy is hoped to be just 
as robust, as the traditional Chinese 
sayings go, like “spirited dragon 
and dynamic tiger”, or “soaring 
dragon and leaping tiger”.

By Jan. 28, according to WHO 
figures, there had been over 360 
million COVID-19 cases globally. 
The pandemic is yet to end, and 
China is battling resurgences, 
reporting 54 new 
local infections on 
Saturday.

To meet the 
severe challenges 
facing humanity, 
“we must ‘add 
wings to the 

tiger’ and act with 
the courage and 
strength of the 
tiger to overcome 
all obstacles on 
our way forward,” 
Chinese President 
Xi Jinping told 
the virtual session 
of the 2022 World 
Economic Forum 
on Jan. 17.

“We must 
do everything 
necessary to clear 
the shadow of 
the pandemic and 
boost economic 
and social 
recovery and development, so that 
the sunshine of hope may light up 
the future of humanity,” he said.

English, as given names for its 
positive associations, and parents 
nicknames their sons “huzi,” 
meaning “little tigers,” hoping they 
will grow up as self-confident and 
strong. The Year of the Tiger brings 
nice perks. The Shanghai Zoo offers 
free tickets to anyone whose name 
has “tiger” in it during the Spring 
Festival holiday season. Luxury 

brands have also found muse and 
inspiration from the striped king 
of beasts and delighted customers 

A FAVORITE ANIMAL

The tiger is the third of the 12 Chinese 
Zodiac animals, which also include rat, 
ox, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, goat, 
monkey, rooster, dog and pig. Folklore 
experts say the Chinese have long 
admired the tiger for its prowess and 
strength, and the Year of the Tiger may 

be particularly auspicious.
Chinese people often take the 

Chinese word Hu, meaning tiger in 

The Year of the Tiger, 
according to the Chinese 

Zodiac, runs from Feb. 1, 2022 to 
Jan. 21, 2023. In Chinese culture, 
the tiger symbolizes bravery, vigor 
and strength that can lift people 
from adversity and usher in final 
auspiciousness and peace.

During the holiday season, 
people take home couplets and Fu 
(meaning good luck in English) 
characters, to be pasted on doors. 
Fashionistas don tiger-shadow 
shirts or striped sneakers. In rural 
areas where people still believe the 
tiger is a patron deity for children, 
they would go to the open market 
and buy a pair of tiger-shaped 

shoes or hats or let their little 
ones toddle in tiger-themed red 
overalls. Though social distancing 
and mass testing are being used 
to contain COVID-19 resurgence, 
people celebrate Spring Festival 
reunions in the festive period of 
time.

China sent away the Year of 
the Ox, with a strong rebound 
in its economy despite sporadic 
resurgences of COVID-19 
cases. Its gross domestic product 
expanded 8.1 percent year on year 
to 114.37 trillion yuan (about 18 
trillion U.S. dollars) last year, 
continuing to lead the world in 
both economic recovery and 
pandemic control, the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS) said.

In 2022, the world’s second-

with their New Year specials.

EXTRA DELIGHT

For the Chinese, this Year of the 
Tiger will be an occasion of “double 
happiness,” with the hosting of the 
Beijing Winter Olympics.

Nearly 3,000 athletes from 
approximately 90 countries and 

regions will compete at Beijing 
2022, which features more events 
and will produce more gold medals 

than any previous Winter Games.
The Olympics has brought about an 

unprecedented boom in winter sports 
in China. The number of Chinese 
people who have participated in winter 
sports-related activities has reached 
346 million, surpassing the goal of 300 
million, according to sports authorities. 
Ice-biking on a frozen lake or sliding 
down on an inflatable snow sled has 

become popular winter 
holiday pastimes in 
parks.

SUSTAINABILITY, 
HOPE

In 2010, the previous 
Year of the Tiger, wild 
Siberian tigers, an 
endangered species, were 
forecast to vanish from 
China. But a zodiac circle 
passed, the tiger culture-
revering nation has taken 
necessary actions to turn 
the tide. Data shows 
that the population of 
wild Siberian tigers in a 
national park in northeast 
China has expanded to 
50, compared to 27 in 
2017.

The Northeast China 
Tiger and Leopard 
National Park, covering 
14,000 square kilometers 
and conserving wildlife 
in the area, and also 
home to 100,000 people, 
is a challenging task. 
The park is expected to 
provide 10,000 jobs in 
ecological conservation 
to manage human-
animal conflict. Efforts 
like closing factories and 
mines, forest vegetation 
restoration, and close 
monitoring of wildlife 
have changed the fate of 
the big cat.

July 29 marks 
International Tiger Day, 

and the conservation efforts have paid 
off. “We need to continue to protect 
tiger diversity, habitat and promote 

“We must do everything 
necessary to clear the shadow 
of the pandemic and boost 
economic and social recovery 
and development, so that the 
sunshine of hope may light 
up the future of humanity.” 
Xi Jinping.

            Photo taken on Jan. 15, 2022 shows Siberian tigers at the Siberian Tiger Park in northeast China's Heilongjiang Province.
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Xi extends Spring Festival greetings to all 
Chinese people during Shanxi visit

President Xi Jinping 
has extended Spring 

Festival greetings to all Chinese 
people during his visit to North 
China’s Shanxi province from 
Wednesday to Thursday.

Xi, also general secretary 
of the Communist Party of 
China Central Committee 
and chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, wished 
Chinese people of all ethnic 
groups, compatriots in Hong 
Kong, Macao and Taiwan, and 
overseas Chinese healthier and 
happier lives in the Year of 
the Tiger, and the motherland 
prosperity and strength.

China, Africa push toward next stage
China and Africa are poised to 

build on the gains resulting 
from economic cooperation, with a 
shift to high-quality development on 
the way despite the disruptions caused 
by the pandemic, a forum has heard.

Yu Zirong, vice-president of the 
Chinese Academy of International Trade 
and Economic Cooperation, or CAITEC, 
part of the Ministry of Commerce, said 
that while the pandemic has brought 
difficulties for the world economy, the 
steady growth in ties between China 
and Africa “fully demonstrates the 
complementarities and resilience of China-
Africa economic and trade cooperation, 
and Chinese enterprises’ confidence in 
Africa’s future development prospects”.

China has been Africa’s largest 
trading partner for 12 consecutive years. 
From January to September last year, 
bilateral trade recovered rapidly from 
the pandemic, reaching $185.2 billion, a 
jump of 38.2 percent year-on-year and a 
record for the nine-month period, Yu said.

China’s direct investment in Africa in the 
first nine months reached $2.59 billion, up 
9.9 percent year-on-year. It also surpassed 
the figure for the corresponding period in 
2019, before the pandemic emerged, Yu told 
the 2nd Forum on China and International 
Development, held on Thursday and 
Friday. The theme for the event was 
“New Era of China-Africa Development: 
Journey to All-round Cooperation”.

A survey of 1,116 Chinese enterprises 
engaged with Africa showed that there 
were plans for expansion by 48.36 
percent of the companies investing in 
Africa and 48.8 percent of the enterprises 
that trade with the continent. The poll 
was conducted by the Institute of West 
Asian and African Studies of CAITEC.

“It shows that Africa’s extensive 
investment opportunities and vast 
consumer market are still hugely 
attractive to Chinese enterprises,” Yu said.

Still, Chinese companies do face 
obstacles, he said. “More than 60 percent 
of Chinese enterprises listed destination 
countries’ security issues, political risks 
and exchange rate fluctuations as the three 
most prominent problems they face.”

Yu said the progress reached at the 8th 
Ministerial Conference of the Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation in November 
showed that Sino-African ties has “embarked 
on a new stage that is entering a period of 
diversified and high-quality development”.

During the conference in Senegal, 
China pledged to provide 1 billion doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines to African countries 
and to import $300 billion in shipments 
from Africa over the next three years 
and to encourage Chinese enterprises to 
invest no less than $10 billion in Africa.

Yu said that Africa’s effort to contain 
COVID-19 will enable the continent to 
restore the normal economic and social 
order. Since the onset of the pandemic, 

China has provided anti-epidemic 
materials and vaccines to more than 50 
African countries and the African Union.

Diverse entities
He said that in the past, China’s 

assistance to Africa was mainly in the 
form of policy-based financing. Now, more 
emphasis is being placed on the participation 
of diverse entities, from local governments 
to commercial financial institutions and 
enterprises. The latter, in particular, are 
viewed as an effective force in fostering 
economic and trade cooperation with Africa.

“Other Chinese entities, apart 
from enterprises, are also encouraged 
to participate in Africa’s agricultural 
development and poverty reduction, 
green development, capacity building 
and innovative development, to further 
promote high-quality and sustainable 
development of China-Africa economic 
and trade cooperation,” Yu said.

Rahamtalla M. Osman, the African 
Union’s representative in China, said that 
China has shared much expertise with 
developing countries, particularly in poverty 
alleviation and agricultural development. 
Such assistance has enabled Africa to 
move more quickly toward the United 
Nations’ sustainable development goals, as 
well as to targets in the agricultural sector.

He expressed the hope that China 
and Africa will further promote the trade 
in agricultural products and move even 
faster toward sustainable development.

Chinese President Xi Jinping, also general secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commission.
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S/Africa expects improved relations with China in 2022

Double celebration of Spring Festival, Winter Olympics brings China closer to world
While many across 

the world are 
joining the Chinese people 
in celebrating the Chinese 
Spring Festival, another 
grand event is just around 
the corner.

The Olympic Winter 
Games Beijing 2022, 
which will officially begin 
on Friday, gathers 2,900 
athletes from around 90 
countries and regions, 
becoming one of the 
largest events in Winter 
Olympics history.

This double 
celebration brings hope, 
strength and wisdom to the 
international community 
as the world is fighting 
a pandemic and various 
pressing challenges.

The occasion also 
helps forging a stronger 
bond between China 
and the rest of the world 
through deeper personal 
and cultural exchanges.

Facing a rapidly-
evolving global landscape 
and the emergence of 
various global challenges, 
a great many people are 
placing greater hope for a 
better future in the Year of 
the Tiger, a Chinese zodiac 
animal that symbolizes 
strength and courage.

While people in South Korea, France, 
Hungary and New Zealand issued stamps 
featuring Chinese elements, Belgrade and 
London ushered in the new year with stunning 
light shows.

“The tiger denotes strength, vitality, 
courage, tenacity, and boldness. These are 
qualities we need as we face the unprecedented 
challenges like the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the climate crisis,” United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres told Xinhua.

The Beijing Winter Olympics creates 
a bridge between China and the world for 
mutual understanding, offering a platform for 
showcasing the importance of solidarity and 
collaboration in times of difficulty.

Following years of preparations, Beijing, 
the world’s first “dual-Olympic city” that 
hosts both summer and winter Olympics, will 
demonstrate once again the hospitality and 
open-mindedness of the Chinese people.

In his signed article published Thursday 
by Xinhua, Russian President Vladimir Putin 
observed: “Our Chinese friends have done 

tremendous work to prepare well for the 
Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games. I am 
convinced that China’s extensive experience 
in the excellent organization of representative 
international competitions will make it 
possible to hold this global festival of sports of 
the highest level.”

China’s resolve, efficiency and vitality 
were on display as it confronted several 
hardships to hold the event, helping to make 
the torch of friendship, harmony and solidarity 
more splendid.

As Nepali President Bidya Devi Bhandari 
has put it, facing the unprecedented challenges 
posed by COVID-19, the Chinese government 
has fully demonstrated its firm resolution and 
confidence in hosting the Beijing Olympic 
Games. She believes that the international gala 
will bring friendship, harmony and unity to 
athletes and countries worldwide.

Similarly, Vietnamese President Nguyen 
Xuan Phuc believes that the Olympic flame 
lit at the National Stadium in Beijing will 
be a symbol of the sports spirit transcending 
national boundaries, which embodies the 

strong will and unity of mankind and inspires 
confidence in building a peaceful and 
prosperous world.

“Beijing Welcomes You,” a feature song 
and a simple greeting that pervaded every 
corner of Beijing in 2008, has never been 
forgotten, particularly given China’s concrete 
actions in practicing the Olympic spirit.

Noting that Beijing is about to make 
history, International Olympic Committee 
President Thomas Bach said that the Beijing 
Winter Olympics will be remembered in 
history and open a new era of global winter 
sports.

The Chinese tradition of having reunion 
banquets during the Spring Festival symbolizes 
the desire for family unity and happiness, 
which resonates with Olympic culture. The 
Olympic rings represent a united world.

“Together for a Shared Future,” the official 
motto for Beijing 2022 Olympics, perfectly 
summarizes the common pursuit embedded 
in the Chinese and the Olympic culture, and 
illustrates what the world needs most: unity 
and strength.

Artists perform a lion dance to celebrate the Chinese Spring Festival in Jishou City of Xiangxi Tujia and Miao 
Autonomous Prefecture, central China’s Hunan Province, Feb. 3, 2022.

      South African President Cyril Ramaphosa. 

Chinese Construction Giant, CCECC Releases  
Csr, Report For  2021.

South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa said recently that the 

country is looking to Chinese cooperation 
to tackle the pandemic, recover from it 
and reset the economy.

Ramaphosa made the remarks while 
giving a virtual address on the Chinese 
New Year, which will be celebrated 
in South Africa on Feb 1. The tiger, 
which symbolizes strength, bravery and 
independence, is the upcoming lunar 
year’s animal mascot.

Ramaphosa said this year the 
comprehensive strategic partnership 
between China and South Africa should 

“Bolstering Confidence and jointly 
overcoming difficulties”, as the 

title of the recently released report of 
its Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) (2021), the Chinese 
Construction giant “China Civil 
Engineering Construction Company 
(CCECC) Nigeria Limited pledged 
and reiterates its commitment to 
“contributing to a better Nigeria”.
The 90 page document illustrated 
the trajectories of the multinational 
corporation with services covering 
108 countries and regions of the 
world and whose subsidiary in 
Nigeria was established in 1996. As 
the largest construction contractor 
in Nigeria and even West Africa, 
CCECC has obtained Grade A 
qualifications for construction 
projects of the Nigeria government. 
The Company which has launched 
businesses in 29 out of 36 states across 
Nigeria covering fields as general 
contracting, Project contracting, 
project management and consulting 
Services for railways, highways, 
bridges, municipal projects, housing 
and water projects respectively.
With Nigeria as a major partner of 
the China’s initiated framework of 
International Cooperation Belt and 
Road Initiatives (BRI), featuring 
Infrastructure connectivity, the 
CCECC Nigeria Ltd has been in the 
frontline of executing key projects in 
Nigeria that give practical expression 
to The Belt and Road cooperation. 
Beyond construction of critical 
Infrastructure projects, CCECC also 
facilitate projects that enhance local 
capacity building and Industrialization.
The construction of the University 
of Transportation in Daura, Katsina 
State, the first of its kind in Africa 
and the Kajola Rail wagon Assembly 
plants in Oyo State built in line with 
Chinese Standard, the first in West 

Africa, are the company’s 
commitment to executing 
Corporate Social Responsibility 
that would concretely advance 
the course of Nigeria’s economic 
recovery and Sustainable 
growth in the near and long run.
Other key milestones of the 
company in executing its 
corporate Social responsibility 
includes its staunch efforts in 
the containment and control 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
through donation of medical 
equipment like ventilators and 
oxygen generators, face masks, 

sets of Protective clothings and 
other protective gears. Committed 
to “striding with Nigeria”, the 
CCECC Nigeria Limited enriched a 
“China-Nigeria Community with a 
shared future,” during the covid-19 
pandemic. The  CCECC maintained 
its tradition of guaranteeing the rights 
and Interests of Employees, Nurturing 
Professionals through a pre-Job training 
mechanism to quickly Integrate 
employees to the Company values.
The Report provides Insights 
to the company’s support and 
engagement with communities 
where it operates and also outlined 
elaborate welfare package 
dispensed to support communities.
The report looks forward to 
a long term engagement with 
Nigeria and to continue to share 
responsibility in the future of Nigeria. 
The report was co-signed by 
the Chairman and managing 
director of CCECC Nigeria 
Limited, Messrs Jiang Yigao and 
Zhang Zhinchen respectively.

result in “mutual economic growth, 
development and common prosperity” 
for the two countries, the region and the 
world.

“South Africa is grateful to the 
People’s Republic of China for its 
support throughout the pandemic, 
and particularly for working to ensure 
Africa has greater access to COVID-19 
vaccines. There is a wise African proverb 
that says ‘if you want to go fast, go 
alone. But if you want to go further, go 
together.’ May the friendship between 
South Africa and the People’s Republic 
of China endure and may we face this 
new year with courage, strength and 
hope,” Ramaphosa said.

He mentioned the country will focus 
on ending COVID-19, create jobs, reduce 
inequality and revive the economy this 
year.

Minister of Arts and Culture Nkosinathi 
Mthethwa said the two countries share 
common interest in improving people-to-
people relations, economic development 
and cultural exchanges. He said despite 
the setbacks brought by COVID-19, 
South Africa would like to see the 
implementation of the cultural relations 
agreements which they signed.

Mthethwa said: “I would like to 
express appreciation for China for the 
professional manner in which you have 
conducted business since the beginning 
of our diplomatic relations. Let us not 
forget the Beijing Winter Olympic 
Games which should strengthen relations 
with the Peoples’ Republic of China for 
the foreseeable future.”

Chen Xiaodong, Chinese ambassador 
to South Africa, wished for relations 
between the two countries to “flourish 
and bear more fruits”. He said the 
comprehensive strategic partnership 
between our two countries continues to 
develop,  even during the pandemic.

CCECC Corporate Headquarters, Abuja, Nigiera
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    The Working Group of the Ministry of Public Security of China Holds Talks with the Director-General of Nigeria’s General Administration of National Security Biqi
Recently, Yin Guohai, head 

of the working group 
of the Ministry of Public 
Security of China, held talks 
with Biqi, director of the 
General Administration of 
National Security of Nigeria. 
Cui Jianchun, Ambassador 
to Nigeria, Defense Attaché 
Lin Wei and Counselor Guo 
Zhiqiang of the Chinese 
Embassy attended the 
ceremony.

Yin Guohai, head of the 
working group, said that the 
Chinese government attaches 
great importance to and pays 
attention to the safety of 
Chinese citizens in Nigeria. 
The recent vicious incidents 
have seriously damaged the 
safety and rights of Chinese 
citizens. The Shini side has 
stepped up efforts to crack 
down on criminal activities 
involving Chinese citizens 
and brought the criminals to 
justice. The working group of 
the Chinese Ministry of Public 
Security is willing to work 
closely with the Nepalese side to strengthen 
law enforcement cooperation and create a 
safe environment for Chinese citizens in 
Nigeria

Ambassador Cui said that since the 
establishment of diplomatic relations 
between China and Nepal, the relationship 
between the two countries has been 
developing continuously and healthily, 
and practical cooperation has yielded 
fruitful results. More and more Chinese 
citizens come to Nigeria to invest and start 
businesses, making positive contributions to 
bilateral friendship and Nigeria’s economic 

and social development. Combating crime 
is the consensus of both China and Nigeria. 
China is willing to work with Nepal to 
jointly address security challenges, jointly 
achieve the goals of growth, development 
and progress, and continuously improve the 
level of the strategic partnership between 
the two countries.

Beach said that China is the most 
reliable partner of the Nigerian side and 
has provided a lot of help for Nepal’s 
infrastructure construction and the 
fight against the new crown pneumonia 
epidemic, for which the Nigerian side is 
deeply grateful. The Nigerian side attaches 

great importance to China’s concerns, and 
will maintain close communication with 
the Chinese side, strengthen information 
reporting and intelligence sharing, earnestly 
intensify efforts to crack down on criminal 
activities involving Chinese citizens, make 
every effort to detect cases, and resolutely 
arrest the evil and punish the culprits. 
At the same time, continue to strengthen 
cooperation with China in personnel 
training, experience exchange and other 
aspects to jointly promote the development 
of bilateral relations.

Chinese-built modern stadium opens in  D.R Congo
The first modern stadium in Goma, a 

major city in northeastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), built by the 
Chinese company Sinohydro 2, was declared 
ready for service last month.

The new stadium, which had been under 
construction since 2017 in the city of Goma, 
capital of DRC’s province of North Kivu, is 
now operational after the final stage of laying 
the artificial turf is complete.

Financed by the Sino-Congolese Program 
of the Congolese Agency for Great Works 
(ACGT), this 15,000-seat stadium has enabled 
the city of Goma to have its first modern 
stadium meeting international standards.

Complementing this project built by 

the Chinese 
company, Romy 
Ekuka Lipopo, 
v i c e - g o v e r n o r 
of the North 
Kivu province, 
described this 
stadium as a 
“jewel,” saying 
it enables North 
Kivu to play host to 
more sports events 
in the future.

Group photograph of The Working Group of the Ministry of Public Security of China Holds Talks with the Director-
General of Nigeria’s General Administration of National Security Biqi

  How China has changed between two Beijing Olympics

Amid Chinese Spring Festival 
celebrations and enthusiasm in the run up 
to the Winter Olympics, slated to open 
on Feb. 4, expats interviewed by Xinhua 
have zoomed into China’s dramatic 
transformation from 2008 through 2022.

“In 2008, many people were awestruck by 
the pageantry of the Olympics, but there was 
still the sense that China still had a long way to 
go,” said Andy Mok, a senior research fellow 
with Center for China and Globalization.

“Today, what happens in Beijing probably 
matters quite a lot around the world,” he added.

HOW FAR HAS CHINA COME?

When asked about changes over the past 
14 years, Mok noted that entrepreneurs 
in China are now “setting the pace.”

“There’s a joke that started a couple of years 
that, if you want to know what Amazon is going 
to do in two or three years, look at what the tech 
companies in China are doing today,” he said.

“And the government has been very 
responsive to fixing problems, not 
only for entrepreneurs,” he continued. 

Since Beijing hosted its first Olympics, 
expats like Mok have experienced firsthand 
the many changes in this fast-paced country.

“I feel it’s the safest city on earth right 
now,” said South African girl Michaela 
Naidoo, who came to China in 2020 and 
works as a kindergarten English teacher. 
“So having the (Winter) Olympics 
being hosted here, it’s better that way.”

Bringing back the memories of watching 

Chinese gymnast Li Ning running through 
air around the membrane of the Bird’s Nest 
to light the Olympic cauldron, then 12-year-
old Michaela was just one of the many who 
were awestruck by the pageantry of the 
2008 summer games’ opening ceremony.

“China was trying very hard to establish 
itself as a big player for the last Olympics,” said 
Michael Tunbjer, who came to China in 2007 
from Sweden. “Today China is already a big 
player. It’s not so more about proving anything, 
it’s more about ‘let’s have some good games.’”

Alessandro Golombiewski Teixeira, a 
professor of public policy at Tsinghua University, 
moved to Beijing from the United States three 
years ago with his wife and 4-year-old daughter.

From the very beginning, he insisted on 
living in a nearly all-Chinese community 
to get a real experience of China.

“My life has been changing as every 
single Chinese has been changing,” 
he told Xinhua. “The biggest change 
is the development process itself.”

The professor noted that China has 
raised its level in education, culture and 
health, and that the country has been 
much more internationalized than before.

HOW HAS CHINA DONE THE 
IMPOSSIBLE?

Teixeira believes that the Communist 
Party leadership is the core reason why 
China becomes what it has become, in 
addition to the nation’s political system, 
strategic planning, and focus on education.

While recalling challenges like the once-
rampant air pollution in Beijing, Mok 
stressed that he has been impressed by the 
effectiveness of the government system.

“It’s able not just to set incredibly ambitious 
long-term goals, but also to achieve them in 
a consistent and methodical way,” he said.

From 2008 to 2022, China has finished 
its development goals set in the 11th to 
13th five-year plans, and has initiated its 
ambitious 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-2025).

Last year, China continued to lead the 
world in both pandemic control and economic 
recovery, with its GDP expanding 8.1 percent 
year on year and its goal of eliminating absolute 
poverty achieved. The country also advanced 
in fields like manned spaceflight, lunar 
exploration and large aircraft manufacture.

For Sandrine Nduwimana, director of 
international liaison department of China-
Africa Business Council, China always 
stands out at the level of organization.

“When you assigned China to host 
Olympics, you can be assured that things are 
going to go well,” said Nduwimana, who 
has lived in China for more than 14 years.

“Not a lot of countries will be able to 
host Olympics during a pandemic. It’s 
something that only strong countries 
can actually achieve,” she added.

Noting that athletes who prepare themselves 
for a lifetime would want to be in Beijing 
for the games, Teixeira said China is giving 
an example of a safe Winter Olympics.

“China took all the precautions. 
It did the impossible,” he said.

 Picture shows the emblem of Beijing 2008 Summer Olympics (L) and the emblem of Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics

          Picture shows the emblem of Beijing 2008 Summer Olympics (L) and the emblem of Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics. 

Photo  shows a new stadium built by the Chinese company Sinohydro 2 in 
Goma, a major city in northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 
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Nigeria-China Relations: Consolidating Uncommon Friendship for the Next Five Decades

Diplomatic relations between Nigeria and 
China dates back to 1971 one year after 

African countries played a critical role in helping 
China re-join the United Nations amid protests from 
the United States.

The friendly relations built based on peaceful 
togetherness shared economic development strategy 
at the bilateral level, and political solidarity in 
their multilateral relations, has been cordially 
consummated by both countries for five decades so 
far.

Nigeria as the largest economy and the most 
populous country in Africa has important international 
and regional influences, unique characteristics that 
have made the country a “strategic partner” that 
China attaches great importance to in Africa, and the 
first African country to be designated by China as 
“Strategic Partner”.

The friendly relations between the two countries 
reached another milestone with the visit of the 
Chinese Foreign Affairs Minister to Nigeria last year 
and the two sides reaching consensus on seven key 
areas.

First on the continuous strengthening of the 
cooperation in the fight against the COVID-19 
pandemic and firmly supporting each other until the 
pandemic is completely overcome.

The two countries agreed to advance cooperation 
in jointly promoting the construction of the Belt and 
Road by closely aligning China’s new development 
pattern with Nigeria’s new national development 
plan.

China pledged to vigorously promote the 
construction of key projects in Nigeria to help 
Nigeria accelerate industrialisation and improve its 
independent development capabilities.

In Addition, the two countries assented to jointly 
expand cooperation into areas including digital 
economy and green economy to achieve diversified 
development; deepen military and security 
cooperation in efforts to enhance Nigeria’s capacity 
in safeguarding national security.

Also, China and Nigeria agreed to closely 
coordinate international and regional affairs, practice 
multilateralism, and safeguard the common interests 
of developing countries.

Aside from the much-reported China’s 
phenomenal economic cooperation with Nigeria in 
the forms of loans, aids and foreign direct investment, 
in the area of security, as Nigeria continues to fight 
the war against insurgents, kidnappers and bandits, 
China has been one partner that has consistently stood 
the test of time with unwavering and unconditional 
military support for Nigeria.

Bilateral military cooperation between the two 
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countries was taken to a deeper level in the fight 
against terrorism in Nigeria when the duo signed the 
Protocol on China’s provision of military assistance 
gratis to Nigeria in 2020 covering diplomatic 
exchanges, defence procurement and capacity 
building through training with a commitment to for 
reinforcement in cooperation to fight terrorism in the 
country.

All the key areas of cooperation between the two 
countries are firmly rooted within the ambit of the 
spirit and tenets of the South-South relations where 
Nigeria and China are active players.

South-South relations is guided by the doctrine 
of non-interference wherein there is equality and 
mutual respect for sovereignty among members.

China’s position on its relations with African 
countries has been guided by five principles of 
“friendship, sovereign equality, non-intervention, 
mutually beneficial development and international 
cooperation”.

China-Africa relations is deeply hinged on 
non-interference and respect for African countries’ 
independent choice of the road to development.

This position is a major shift from the existing 
traditional vertical relations between the developed 
countries and developing countries of Africa and 
fits into the perspective of Beijing’s official non-
interference policy, which aligns with the principles 
of the South-South relations compared to the North 
South relations that are rooted in economic and 
political conditionalities.

This commitment to non-interference and mutual 
respect has become the pillars of the relationship 
between China and Nigeria with the relationship 
growing in leaps and bounds over the years.

Not only has China been Nigeria’s and Africa’s 
number one development partner, but the country 
has also continued to stand with Nigeria and other 
African countries in giving voice to issues of interest 
to Nigeria as well as Africa in global forum.

No wonder China’s terms of engagement with 
Africa has been described as potentially marking for 
the continent the most significant shift in external 
relations since the end of the cold war and China’s 
engagement with Africa has shaken up the old and 
fraying one dominated by cautious western donors 
and former colonial powers.

Within the context of mutual respect and 
understanding of the shared similar historical 
trajectories, African countries in most cases have 
acknowledged the fact that China is the official 
representative of the Chinese people despite the 
continued existence of Taiwan.

For instance, Nigeria and China have the 

privilege of sharing in common the dark experiences 
of foreign invasion and subjections in form of 
colonialism and its attendant rape of their socio-
cultural heritage.

The duo has an in-depth understanding of the 
significant role unity in diversity plays in nation-
building and development having both experienced 
civil wars and its painful costs.

This explains why on January 11, 2017, Nigeria 
took measures in recognizing the one-China principle 
and ordered the trade representation office of Taiwan 
to be relocated from Abuja to Lagos, the economic 
hub of the country.

Nigeria’s position was clearly summed up in 
the statement from the minister of foreign affairs, 
Geoffrey Onyeama that “Taiwan will stop enjoying 
any privileges because it is not a country that is 
recognised under international law, and under the 
position we have taken internationally, we recognise 
the people of China.

Taiwan will not have any diplomatic 
representation in Nigeria.” This firmly put a seal on 
Nigeria’s recognition of Taiwan as an indivisible part 
of China.

However, this relocation order should be a 
prelude to more assertive measures from Nigeria on 
the status of Taiwan in the country.

While some may have seen Nigeria’s action on 
Taiwan as politically and economically motivated 
with pressure from China, it makes more strategic 
sense for Nigeria to adopt the measure and even take 
a cue from countries who have taken firmer actions 
on the status of Taiwan like Nicaragua did recently.

Nigeria must stick to the “One China” principle 
bottom line in its economic and trade engagements 
with Taiwan and not allow itself to be drawn by 
Taiwan into the island’s controversial anti-One 
China principle demands.

A leaf needs to be borrowed from the Baltic state 
of Lithuania who improperly got entangled in the 
Taiwan issue by toeing the script of the United States 
to stoke the fire of the anti-one-China principle with 
no benefits to the country and its people.

The implication of this is that it not only sends 
a strong message about Nigeria’s stand on the “One 
China” principle but also by extension, sends a 
similar message about the “One Nigeria” principle 
as the country strives to maintain an indivisible 
sovereign entity in the face of pockets of agitations 
for separation and self-determination.

It is a well-known fact that China does not 
oppose trading with Taiwan as long as there is no 
official contact signifying a recognition of Taiwan as 
a sovereign country.

Photos of Chinese Luna New Year 

New Year’s market stalls
As the new year approaches, the New Year’s markets 
open annually in the streets with stalls offering red 
envelopes with custom calligraphy, decorations, flowers, 
and other traditional wears for New Year’s celebrations. 
These markets are usually open a few days in advance 
of New Year’s Eve. Pictured here, two women consider 
decorations for their Lunar New Year celebrations at a 
market in Yiwu in China’s eastern Zhejiang province.

Lunar calendars
The Chinese culture, as well as other Asian cultures, 
including Vietnamese culture, observe the lunar 
calendar. For millennia, the passage of time has been 
closely linked in the Chinese culture to the cyclical 
pattern of agriculture. For this reason, the lunar 
calendar is also referred to as the agriculture calendar 
or the old calendar. This picture shows customers 
shopping for a variety of lunar calendars in front of a 
bookstore in downtown Hanoi in Vietnam.

Spring travel season
The Lunar New Year is the world’s largest annual mass 
migration, and Chinese residents rush to train stations 
to secure tickets to see friends and family (as seen 
in the photo of a Beijing railway station above). The 
40-day travel rush, also known as Chunyun, begins 
in mid-January and goes through to mid-February.

Preparing traditional foods
Preparing special New Year’s foods is an essential 
tradition in Chinese culture. Customary foods, like 
many of the other New Year’s traditions, are meant 
to give blessings for the new year. Here, a London 
Chinatown restaurant prepares for New Year’s Day 
customers by making customary dumplings. Along with 
dumplings, spring rolls, noodles, and steamed fish are 
traditional foods prepared for the large annual feasts.
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