
ChinAfrica
Newsletter
VOL. 7 NO. 2 JANUARY, 2022    ISSN NO: 2488 - 9202

China to further Scale-up, all-round 
cooperation with Nigeria — Envoy

Chinese ambassador to Nigeria, Mr. Cui jianchun in a recent engament with the media in Abuja.
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Nigeria likely to be one of 
African countries to produce 
Chinese vaccines

Chinese Foreign Affairs Minister Calls ‘debt 
trap’ claim a malicious hype
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China to further Scale-Up, all-round cooperation with Nigeria — Envoy
Mr Cui Jianchun, Ambassador of 

China to Nigeria, said recently 
that the country would prioritize the 
implementation of its political and 
economic cooperation with Nigeria, to 
achieve growth.

Cui made this known in Abuja while 
briefing newsmen on the occasion of the 
50th anniversary of the restoration of 
China’s seat in the United Nations, late 
last year.

The ambassador explained that the 
anniversary was in commemoration of 
the UN General Assembly’s recognition 
of China’s representatives and the 
expulsion of Chiang Kai-shek, then 
leader of Taiwan, from the organisation, 
on Oct. 25, 1971.

Quoting Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s remarks at a conference to 
commemorate the event, the envoy said, 
“restoration of New China’s lawful seat 
in the UN was momentous for the world 
and the organisation.”

He further said, “How can we 
implement these strategies for road 
development progress? We covered 
five goals; the first goal is political 
consonance and the second is economic 
cooperation.

“Today, we consider how we can 
implement two of the goals through 
international coordination, in terms of 
how ‘Nigeria supported China’ since we 
established diplomatic ties, on Feb. 10, 
1971.

“The two nations established 
diplomatic relations in February, 1971 

and on October 1, 1971, the then 
Nigerian government made a decision 
to support the move to restore the rights 
of China in the UN system.

“We are grateful to Nigeria, because 
that formed the foundation for the two 
nations; 26 countries in Africa supported 
China; we have done a lot in the past 50 
years.

“I think in the relationship between 
China and Nigeria we have done a lot in 
the past 50 years, we believe we have to 
trace the history, that is the international 
correlation from 1971.”

Cui explained that even before 
1971, the two countries supported each 
other, adding that it was  the best for 
both of them to have come a long way 
internationally.

He identified the five mutual goals 
between the two countries to include, 
political consonance, economic 
cooperation, military cooperation, 
international coordination and people 
communication.

Cui reiterated Xi’s focus on peace and 
development, upholding and supporting 
the principles of the UN, international 
fairness and justice, as well as global 
order governance.

He further quoted Xi as saying, “For 
the past 50 years, China has written an 
epic chapter in the development of China 
and humanity, and also contributing 
significantly towards world peace and 
development.

“Upholding the authority and 
sanctity of the UN and practicing 

multilateralism; we strongly advocate 
peace, development, equity, justice, 
democracy and freedom.

“It is important for China to build a 
community with a future for mankind 
and work together to build an open, 
inclusive, clean, beautiful world that 
enjoys lasting peace, universal security 
and common prosperity.

“We are committed to mutual 
benefits and win-win results, and work 
together to promote economic and social 
development for the greater benefit of 
our people.

“We should step-up cooperation, 
work together to address challenges and 
global issues that are facing humanity 
and regularly uphold the authority of the 
UN to practice true multilateralism,” he 
added.

Ambassador Cui also noted that 
China had so far recorded successes in its 
contribution to world peace and global 
development order, while commending 
Nigeria’s role in Africa in this regard.

He said China would continue to 
support Nigeria’s leadership positions 
in the World Trade Organisation 
and the African Development Bank, 
to strengthen bilateral ties between 
both countries in global development 
initiatives.

Cui said that Nigeria could learn 
from China’s success in the centenary of 
the Communist Party of China, poverty 
to prosperity, efforts to biodiversity and 
reunion of the Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation.

Chinese Foreign Affairs Minister Calls ‘debt trap’ claim, a malicious hype
The so-called “debt trap” 

in Africa was not a fact, 
but a malicious hype created by 
some people, State Councilor and 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi said.

Wang refuted the allegation that 
China’s cooperation with Africa 
has created a “debt trap” when he 
jointly met the press with Kenyan 
Cabinet Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs Raychelle Awuor Omamo 
on Thursday.

The “debt trap” was an 
“utterance trap” created by those 
forces that did not want to see 
Africa speed up development, he 
said.

China-Africa cooperation was 
South-South cooperation and 
mutual support and assistance 
between developing countries, 
he stressed, adding China never 
attached any political strings in 
cooperation with Africa.

All China-Kenya cooperation 
projects have been scientifically 
planned and appraised in detail, 

which benefited Kenyan people 
and boosted Kenya’s national 
development and revitalization, 
Wang said.

According to Wang, 80 per cent 
of Kenya’s foreign debt is owed by 
multilateral financial institutions, 
and its debt to China is mainly 
concessional loans.

He emphasized that if there 
was any “trap” in Africa, it 
was the “poverty trap” and the 
“underdevelopment trap”, which 
Africa should get rid of as soon as 
possible.

Wang said China was ready to 
work with all friendly countries to 
help African nations speed up post-
pandemic recovery and eliminate 
poverty and underdevelopment to 
create a better future.

“The so-called ‘debt trap’ 
in China-Africa cooperation 
confuses right and wrong, which 
has no credibility at all and will 
lose market in the world,” said 
Zeng Aiping, deputy director of 

the Department for Developing 
Countries Studies at the China 
Institute of International Studies.

It was intended to drive a wedge 
between the two sides and damage 
bilateral cooperation, he added.

Zeng said the groundless 
allegation in most cases showed 

what Western countries did to 
Africa yet China would not 
follow their steps and repeat their 
mistakes.

He noted the China-Africa 
cooperation was highly pragmatic 
pursuing win-win mutual benefit 
and common development. It was 
also inclusive for China welcomed 
international community to form 
synergies to help the continent, 
Zeng said.

“The so-called ‘debt trap’ in China-
Africa cooperation confuses right and 
wrong, which has no credibility at all 
and will lose market in the world,” said 
Zeng Aiping,



Visiting Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi (L) meets Kenyan Cabinet Secretary for Foreign Affairs Raychelle Awuor Omamo in Mombasa, capital of Kenya, recently.
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N540bn Zungeru Power Project To Be Commissioned In 4 Phases – Contractor
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The Contractor handling 
Zungeru Hydroelectric Power 

Project, Sino Hydro, has assured that 
the $1.3 billion (N54 0billion) 700 
megawatts electricity project will be 
commissioned in four phases this year.

A statement by the company’s 
Deputy Project Manager, Li Xiao Ming, 
specifically said the first turbine, which 
will generate 175 megawatts, would 
be commissioned in the first quarter.

According to him, the second turbine, 
which will also generate 175 megawatts, 
is expected to be commissioned in the 
second quarter while the third turbine is 
expected to be commissioned in the third 
quarter and the fourth in December 2022.

It would be recalled that the Zungeru 
Hydroelectric Power Project being 
constructed by a Consortium of CNEEC 
and SINOHYDRO, is a 700 megawatts 
(940,000hp) hydroelectric power plant 
under construction in Niger State.

It is one of the biggest power 
projects in Africa for which government 
secured a loan facility from the Export-
Import Bank (Exim Bank) of China.

The Federal Government has allocated 
a total sum of N43, 065,750,000, for 
a new multilateral/bilateral project-
tied loans-Zungeru hydroelectric 
power project in Niger State.

The allocation for the new 
hydropower project was contained 
in the 2022 appropriation signed 
into law by the President, 
Muhammadu Buhari, a fortnight ago.

The ongoing consultancy 
services for the 700MW Zungeru 
hydropower project, survey and land 
demarcation also got N900,000,000.

In the budget, a total sum of N250, 000,000 
was allocated for consultancy services 
(wayleave consultant) for enumeration 

and valuation of communities and persons 
to be affected by the 3050MW Mambilla 
hydropower project, which is ongoing.

The Advisory/Consultancy Services 
For Manbilla Electric Hydropower 
Project (MHEPP) also got N150,000,000, 
while the consultancy services for 
land surveyors of the area affected by 
the 3050MW Mambilla hydroelectric 
power project ongoing got N50,000,000

Also, N200, 000,000 was allocated 
Advisory/Consultancy and backstopping 
for the Mambilla Electric Power Project.

The Kashimbilla transmission 
(evacuation of 40MW to be generated from 
Kashimbilla hydropower station Tsehe To 
Atogbenda K/Ala LGA, Benue State was 
allocated N200,000,000 for the fiscal year.

Other projects include the construction 
of a 70MW Hydropower plant in the 
Sardauna Local Government Area in Taraba 
State and 70KM 132KV double circuit 
evacuation facilities to the national grid. 

Which N152,473,853 was allocated for?
Construction of dedicated 300KM 

33KV line from Ughelli Transmission 
Substation to Federal University Of 
Petroleum Resources Effuru Delta 
State including installation of 6 NOS 
500KVA transformer N200,000,000.

The construction and installation 
of 2X7.5MVA 33/11 KV injection 
substation at Fubre including 11KV 
line effurun, which got N200, 000,000

Construction of 33KV distribution 
line in Zumo, Mayinmi and 3NOS 
500KVA/ 33KV/ 0.400KV Jimeta 
distribution transformers in Yola South 
LGA, Adamawa State, N100, 000,000

Ongoing construction and installation 
of 3NOS 500KVA transformers 
substation in Egbado North Imeko 
Afon, Ogun State, got N30,000,000

Completion of abandoned 300KVA 
33/0.415KV transformer substation 
at Chigba town and 33/0.415KV 
transformers at Ahobeeikyogen 
in Kwande LGA, Benue state

Construction of 8KM line and upgrading 
of 2.5MVA TO 7.5MVA Substation 
including the construction of 5KM 11KV 
line and supply and installation of 13 
NOS 500KVA transformer in Ile-Oluji, 
Bamikemo, Odigbo town, Ajue town, 
Showboy town and Ugbonla in Ile Oluji, 
Odigbo and Ilaje Local Government Areas. 
Ondo State with an N100,000,000 budget.

Construction of 22KM 33KV 
line from Iyalmo to Agenebode and 
upgrading of 1X7.5MVA TO 2X7.5MVA 
injection substation at Agnebode, supply 
and installation of 3NOS 500KVA 
transformers. Edo State N100,000,000

Construction of 2X15MVA injection 
substation at Siluko in Benin City Edo 
State including installation of 5NOS 
500KVA transformers, N115,000,000.

Nigeria's Zungeru hydropower station

A Chinese envoy has called for 
efforts to help Africa tackle 

terrorism and climate change.
In recent years, terrorism has 
presented major threats to Africa, 
in particular, the Sahel, said 
Zhang Jun, China's permanent 
representative to the United Nations.
Facing the challenges, the G5 Sahel 
(Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, 
and Niger) have united to enhance 
capacity and deepen counter-terrorism 
cooperation, playing an important 
role in maintaining regional security. 
China appreciates such efforts, he 
told an open debate of the Security 
Council on security in the context 
of terrorism and climate change.
"China endorses the continued joint 
counter-terrorism operations by Niger 

and countries in the region, supports 
sustainable and predictable funding to 
the G5 Sahel Joint Military Force and 
calls on the international community 
to provide more help in logistics 
and capacity building," he said.
In the long term, the military 
approach alone is not sufficient to 
eliminate the security threats in the 
Sahel. Efforts need to be made to 
address the roots causes of conflict. 
The international community should 
help African countries address the 
multiple difficulties such as economic 
woes, food insecurity and tribal 
tensions, eliminate the breeding 
ground of terrorism, continue 
to support regional countries in 
enhancing security capacity-building, 
provide protection to the grassroots 

population and ensure that civilian 
facilities such as schools and hospitals 
are protected in conflicts, said Zhang.
The United Nations can make use of 
its own advantages to help countries 
concerned protect the rights and 
interests of women, children, and 
the vulnerable so that they can 
fully enjoy the development fruits 
and so that the impact of extremist 
thoughts can be cut off, he said.
Climate change presents a grave 
challenge to the sustainable 
development of Africa. Like other 
developing countries, Africa 
lacks funding, technology and 
capabilities the most, he said.
China supports even stronger 
attention and support to Africa's 
response to climate change, he said. 
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China moves to help Nigeria tackle insecurity
Concerned about 

insecurity in the 
country, China has  offered to 
send a high-level delegation 
of criminal investigation 
experts to meet with 
Nigerian security agencies.
Chinese Ambassador to 
Nigeria, Cui Jianchun 
disclosed this on Wednesday 
in Abuja while speaking to 
journalists on the sideline 
of the October 1, China-
Nigeria friendship award 
to students of the Ahmadu 
Bello University Zaria.
Mr Cui said that the move by 
China is part of its support 
to tackling the insecurity 
bedeviling Nigeria, 
disclosing that the security 
experts are expected 
to arrive Nigeria soon.
“China’s Central 
government is really 
concerned about the 
security situation in Nigeria 
and also the Chinese 
Nationals in Nigeria.
“We are working hard on 
how we can get support 
from China. I think that 
it really concerns every 
Nigerian and I believe this is 
not only about the Nigerian 
people and government 
but also, we need 

international support.
“So now the Central 
government made the 
decision to send a High-
Level delegation from the 
criminal investigation 
experts with real experience.
“They come to Nigeria and 
get to talk to the people, the 
government, how can they 
find a way to work together 
to overcome the challenge 
they are facing,” Mr Cui said.
Kabiru Bala, Vice 
Chancellor, of the Ahmadu 
Bello University (ABU) 
Zaria thanked the Chinese 
government for its 
support and the Nigerian 
government for its efforts 

in curbing insecurity.
Mr Bala said that the 
University Campus has been 
secured to a large extent 
following the interventions 
of the government after 
the institution requested 
for reinforced security.
“Let me sincerely appreciate 
the efforts of government. 
When we began to see 
signs of insecurity around 
the campus, we made 
a special visit to the 
Inspector General of Police.
“To other government 
agencies, security 
agencies and I am happy 
to say that the response 
was quite appreciated.

“There are things that 
I might not mention 
publicly but just to say the 
response was very good.
“The Inspector-General 
put a lot of reinforcement 
around the campus with 
equipment and men. 
So far, the Campus is 
secured,” Mr Bala said.
On the October 1 award to 
students of the University, 
Mr Bala said the gesture from 
the Chinese government 
through the Embassy is 
a great encouragement 
to the students.
“It is very edifying, when 
students excel there is need 
to recognize that excellence 
and this is one of those 
gestures by the Chinese 
government through the 
Chinese Embassy,” Bala said.
The News Agency of 
Nigeria (NAN) reports 
that the award is part of 
the Chinese Embassy’s 
programme tagged “Oct. 
1 Scholarship for Nigeria-
China Friendship.”
Fifty students were awarded 
N5 million by the Chinese 
Embassy under the event 
which is in commemoration 
of the 50 years of China-
Nigeria friendship 
and bilateral relations.

Mozambique receives another batch of COVID-19 vaccines from China
Another batch of 

COVID-19 Sinopharm 
vaccines donated by 
China has arrived in 
Mozambique to help the 
African country better 
deal with the pandemic.
Speaking at a handover 
ceremony at the Health 
Ministry here on Monday, 
Minister of Health Armindo 
Tiago said the new batch 
of Chinese vaccines came 
"at an opportune time" as 
the country is witnessing 
a resurgence of infections, 
hospitalizations and deaths 
from the coronavirus.
Mozambique has so far 
confirmed at least 17 cases 
of the Omicron variant, 
Tiago said, noting that 
the vaccines will allow 

his ministry to accelerate 
the National Vaccination 
Campaign. He called 
on the public to join the 
campaign and comply 

with the preventive 
measures more strictly.
During the ceremony, 
Chinese Ambassador 
to Mozambique Wang 

Hejun said that at the just-
concluded 8th Ministerial 
Conference of the Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation, 
Chinese President Xi 
Jinping pledged another 1 
billion doses of COVID-19 
vaccines for African 
countries, and the batch that 
Mozambique just received 
is part of the promise.
"Currently, the Chinese side 
and the Mozambican side 
are in close contact on next 
year's vaccine cooperation," 
Wang said, adding 
that China will explore 
further opportunities 
for cooperation and will 
continue to deepen the 
comprehensive strategic 
cooperative partnership 
with Mozambique. 

Chinese Ambassador to Mozambique Wang Hejun (L) delivers the new batch of 
COVID-19 Sinopharm vaccines donated by China to Mozambican Health Minister 
Armindo Tiago in Maputo, Mozambique

President Buhari and Ambassador Cui Jianchun
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Nigeria has not, and will not, mortgage national asset for Chinese loans — DMO
The Nigeria’s Debt Management 

Office (DMO) has clarified that 
loans from China to Nigeria, which 
presently stood at 3.59 billion dollars, 
constitutes only 9.4 per cent of the 
country’s total foreign debt stock of 37.9 
billion dollars.

Ms Patience Oniha, the Director-
General of DMO made this known in 
recent interview with the media.

She also clarified that the loans were 
largely concessional, as no national asset 
was tagged as collateral.

In recent times, both the social and 
mainstream media have been awash 
with news about some African countries, 
including Nigeria, facing the threat 
of losing some critical national assets 
to the Asian country due to high level 
indebtedness.

“Nigeria’s total debt stock as at Sept. 
30 was 37.9 billion dollars, this figure 
comprised the external debt stock 
of the Federal Government, 36 state 
governments and the Federal Capital 
Territory.

“ But total loans from China stands 
at 3.59 billion dollars, which is 9.47 
per cent of the total external debt. 
The loans did not require any national 
asset as collateral; they were largely 
concessional,’’ she said.

Oniha urged Nigerians to always 
endeavour to verify sensitive information 
from official sources before disseminating 
it.

She explained that before foreign 

loans were contracted, very sensitive 
steps were taken by multiple institutions 
of government to ensure that they were 
beneficial to the nation.

“Before any foreign loan is contracted, 
including the issuance of Eurobond, they 
are approved by the Federal Executive 
Council and thereafter, the National 
Assembly.

“An important and extremely critical 
step is that the loan agreements are 
approved by the Federal Ministry of 
Justice.

“An opinion is issued by the Attorney-
General of the Federation and Minister of 
Justice before the agreements are signed.

“Several measures which operate 

seamlessly have 
been put in place to 
ensure that data on 
debt are available 
and that debt is 
serviced as at when 
due. Provisions are 
made explicitly for 
debt service in the 
annual budgets,’’ 
she said.

Oniha explained 
that the loans 
a g r e e m e n t s 
provided a number 
of steps to take 
to resolve dispute 
when they arise.

“The first action 
is that the parties 
should resolve it 

within themselves and if that fails, they 
go to arbitration.

“In other words, a lender, in this case, 
China, would not just pounce on an asset 
at the first sign of a dispute, including 
defaults,’’ the she said.

She explained that the DMO 
maintained proper records of debts, 
provided projections for debt service and 
processed the actual payments for debt 
service.

She pointed out that those functions 
were carried out in conjunction with the 
Office of the Accountant-General of the 
Federation (OAGF) and the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN).

 Zimbabwe expects to deepen cooperation with China, says minister

  Director-General of Debt Management Office (DMO), Patience Oniha

Zimbabwe-China relationship 
started a long time ago and 

Zimbabwe wants to strengthen its 
existing cooperation with China, 
a Zimbabwean minister has said.

Expressing gratitude to China for 
helping the country combat COVID-19, 
Zimbabwe’s Information, Publicity 
and Broadcasting Services Minister, 
Monica Mutsvangwa, said that 
China’s aid, including the provision 
of vaccines, has “put the country 
among the leaders on the continent in 
vaccinating against the pandemic.”

“Because (of) we know, trust and 
belief in China, we went straight to 
our good friend. We have managed 
and we are continuing to vaccinate our 
people, so we are very excited. We 
are very grateful,” she told Xinhua.

Zimbabwe is also eager to partner 
with China in the joint production 
of COVID-19 vaccines, she said.

In terms of trade and investment, 

the minister said that it is of great 
importance to her country to expand 
bilateral cooperation in this field.

Noting more trade can help reduce 
poverty among Zimbabweans, 
Mutsvangwa said “this is a 
very good win-win situation.”

Meanwhile, the minister said 
Zimbabwe, with its fertile soils, 
is willing to take its partners 
on board to boost agriculture.

“We want to make agriculture a 
business,” she said, voicing hope that more 
soya beans will enter the Chinese market.

“All what we need is capital, tractors, 
equipment and expertise ... It would 
be very good for Chinese companies 
to come into the country,” she said.

Mutsvangwa stressed the need to 
invest in the country’s renewable energy, 
calling on more Chinese companies 
to invest in the field of solar energy.

On China-Africa cooperation, 
Mutsvangwa congratulated China on 

the outcomes of the Eighth Ministerial 
Conference of the Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) recently.

She said Zimbabwe regards FOCAC 
as the only viable way to change its 
economy, especially in the face of 
economic sanctions imposed by the West.

FOCAC is also in alignment with 
the African Union’s Agenda 2063 and 
the United Nations 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, she added.

Noting FOCAC is very beneficial and 
it will “go a very long way,” the minister 
said. “Our relationship with China started 
a long time ago. We have deepened it.” 
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Zimbabwean artists to participate in 
Beijing International Art Biennale
More than 114 countries will be 

represented at the Biennale, with 
more than 5,000 artists showcasing their 
visual artworks.

David Ngwerume, one of Zimbabwe’s 
most decorated artists, who is known for 
his pandemic-inspired art, will showcase 
one of his sculptures at the Biennale.

The piece, titled “Into the third wave” 
depicts a woman receiving a COVID-19 jab 
against a wave symbolizing the pandemic 
currently ravaging the world.

Ngwerume said art transcends culture 
and speaks directly to our common 
humanity, which makes it a perfect medium 
and in raising public awareness.

“It can depict the past, the present, and the 
future, hence in this COVID-19 pandemic, 
as an artist, I found it so plausible to the 
effect that I should produce something 
which gives an alternative message besides 
the advertising, the digital media and 
everything else,” Ngwerume said.

Since the beginning of this year, 
Ngwerume -- who is also an attorney -- has 
used much of his time carving pandemic 
prevention messages on stone.

“Art captures the moment, it gives a 
sensation unto everything, and it gives 
a deeper message than anything else in 
messages of awareness,” he said.

The renowned artist said by hammering 
anti-pandemic messages on stone, his art 
has managed to resonate well with the 
public.

The artist is adamant that participating 
in the Biennale will enable him to penetrate 
into the Chinese market.

“I am looking so much forward, and 
I am very positive that my art is going 
to make waves in China. It is going to 
be seen far and wide, and it presents a 
different message with a different tone 
around any other sculptures that have come 
from Zimbabwe, so I am so grateful to be 
welcomed by China through this sculpture 
piece,” he said.

Dominic Benhura, another renowned 
stone sculpture who has been in the 
industry for nearly four decades, will also 
showcase his piece of a mother and a child 
titled “Proud Mother”.

“This piece basically celebrates life, 
which is part of the Biennale captions 
which we were supposed to bring out 
because they want to promote innovation 
and creativity, and also the theme was light 
and life,” he said.

Benhura, who has showcased his art in 
China, is also looking forward to boosting 
his footprint in the Asian country through 
the exhibition.

“Having an opportunity again to 

showcase in China, especially at this 
level, where about 100 countries will be 
exhibiting there gives me a much wide 
audience to see my work, and the work 
from Zimbabwe, so I am really excited 
about it,” he said.

Benhura’s work has been included in 
many major exhibitions both in Zimbabwe 
and internationally. He is widely known 
for his exceptional ability to portray human 
feelings through form rather than facial 
expression.

Zimbabwe’s Acting Minister of Youth, 
Sport, Arts and Recreation Sekai Nzenza 
said the Beijing Biennale creates a platform 
where Zimbabwe’s image becomes known 
because of its unique art.

“So really this opens doors for 
Zimbabwean artists so that we as a country 
also recognize the value of art, and art 
as business, and art as an expression 

of our identity, so it really encourages 
Zimbabweans to reach out to the Chinese 
market and also the Chinese market to 
begin, if they haven’t started already, to 
recognize the uniqueness of Zimbabwean 
art,” she told Xinhua.

Nicholas Moyo, Executive Director at 
the National Arts Council of Zimbabwe, 
said art is media, hence its importance in 
raising public awareness.

“It is a tool of communicating and 
transmitting information, whatever 
information it is, and the artist becomes 
the conduit of particular socio-economic 
issues that may be relevant at a given 
time. And in the time where we are, it 
has become necessary that as societies 
we come together in the fight against the 
pandemic,” he said.

Zimbabwe is widely known for its stone 
sculpture. Stone artists use basic tools to 
carve expressive art into blocks of mostly 
serpentine stone into realist and abstract 
forms conveying emotions and struggles of 
everyday life.

David Ngwerume, one of Zimbabwe’s most decorated artists, who is known for his pandemic-inspired art, 
shows his artwork to Zimbabwe’s Acting Minister of Youth, Sport, Arts and Recreation Sekai Nzenza at his 
studio in Harare, Zimbabwe.

"I am looking so much forward, 
and I am very positive that my 
art is going to make waves in 
China. It is going to be seen 
far and wide, and it presents 
a different message with a 
different tone around any other 
sculptures that have come from 
Zimbabwe, so I am so grateful to 
be welcomed by China through 
this sculpture piece," he said.

"Having an opportunity again 
to showcase in China, especially 
at this level, where about 100 
countries will be exhibiting there 
gives me a much wide audience 
to see my work, and the work 
from Zimbabwe, so I am really 
excited about it," he said.
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China and Eritrea oppose hegemonic 
interferences in the internal affairs of other 
countries under the pretext of democracy 
and human rights, said a joint statement on 
Wednesday.

The statement was jointly issued by State 
Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
and Eritrean Foreign Minister Osman Saleh.

Wang is currently on his four-day visit to 
Africa and Eritrea was the first leg of his 
three-nation tour. Chinese foreign ministers 
have chosen the continent as their first 
overseas destination in the New Year for 32 
consecutive years.

During his meeting with Eritrean 
President Isaias Afwerki on Wednesday, 
Wang said China staunchly supported 
Eritrea to uphold sovereign independence 
and national dignity as well as oppose 
external interference and unilateral 
sanctions.

While talking about the situation of 
the Horn of Africa, Wang said unrest and 
frequent conflicts in the region were caused 

as some major countries outside the region 
took the Horn of Africa as an arena for 
geopolitical games.

It seriously damaged regional peace 
and stability, and held back regional 
development and rejuvenation, Wang said.

As a sincere friend and a reliable partner 
of countries in the Horn of Africa, China 
stood ready to play a constructive role in the 
process of the countries’ seeking peace and 
security, releasing development potential 
and increasing governance capacities, 
Wang said.

Isaias noted that Eritrea resolutely 
rejected external forces to create social 
divisions and ethnic conflicts in the region.

He also refuted the so-called “China 
Debt Trap” theory, saying that China never 
meddled in the internal affairs of other 
countries.

Hailing China as an indispensable true 
partner in African development, Isaias 
hoped China would play a bigger role in the 
process of African peace and development.

Wang also met with Eritrean Foreign 
Minister Osman Saleh on the same 
day. He called for the two sides to step 
up coordination in international and 
multilateral affairs, hold high the banner 
of multilateralism and reject bullying and 
hegemonic power politics.

Osman said Eritrea was committed to the 
one-China principle and support China’s 
just positions on issues related to Taiwan, 
Hong Kong, Xinjiang, the South China Sea, 
etc.

He also agreed to scale up coordination 
with China to jointly uphold legitimate 
interests of developing countries.

China and Eritrea denounce hegemonic interferences in internal affairs

China and Rwanda on Thursday signed 
a framework agreement on Smart 

Education Project in the Rwandan capital city 
Kigali.

The agreement was signed by Rao 
Hongwei, Chinese Ambassador to Rwanda, 
and Uzziel Ndagijimana, Rwanda’s Minister 
of Finance and Economic Planning.

“The year of 2021 is an extraordinary year 
for China and Rwanda. We have celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of China-Rwanda 
diplomatic relations, and witnessed numerous 
achievements of our practical cooperation,” 
said Rao.

He added that “as Rwanda continues to 
place ICT at the center of education, China 
is more than happy to be a part and offer 
our concrete help. I firmly believe that the 
Smart Education Project will contribute to 
the betterment of digital infrastructure in 
Rwanda’s education sector and provide a solid 
foundation for teaching and learning based on 
data and information.”

Rao said that the project will create a strong 
impetus to the development of education in a 
quality and balanced way, to the cultivation 
of talents, and ultimately to Rwanda’s socio-
economic developments.

“I believe we could seize the opportunity 
of implementing the outcomes of the FOCAC, 
to work towards a successful completion of 
the Smart Education project, to further deepen 
bilateral education cooperation and cultural 
exchanges, and to better benefit the peoples of 
China and Rwanda,” said Rao.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, 
Ndagijimana said that the support 
will contribute to Rwanda’s National 

Transformation Strategy with a particular 
focus on building a knowledge-based economy 
through providing quality education for all.

The government of Rwanda through 
the Ministry of Education is embarking on 
promotion of digital learning by increasing 
the number of schools connected to affordable 
internet connectivity and setting up a cost 
effective education content sharing system 
through “Smart Education”.

The agreement will support the 
implementation of the Smart Education Project 
which aims to improve Rwanda’s education 

ICT infrastructure by building an education 
platform system, according to the Rwandan 
Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning.

The project scope will focus on three 
main areas -- dedicated education network, 
education data center as well smart campus 
and school network.

The Project will connect 63 universities and 
higher learning institutions, and 1,437 schools, 
including primary and secondary schools.

China continues to be a strong development 
partner to Rwanda, according to the Rwandan 
Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning.

 China, Rwanda ink framework agreement on smart education project

Rao Hongwei (L), Chinese Ambassador to Rwanda, and Uzziel Ndagijimana, Rwanda's Minister 
of Finance and Economic Planning, sign a framework agreement on Smart Education Project in 
Kigali, capital of Rwanda, Dec. 16, 2021. 

“As a sincere friend and a reliable 
partner of countries in the Horn of 
Africa, China stood ready to play a 

constructive role in the process of the 
countries' seeking peace and security, 
releasing development potential and 

increasing governance capacities”Wang 
said.
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development, trade, investment and 
capacity development, among others. 
Four outcome documents were also 
adopted during the conference. “The 
success of the conference confirms the 
strong will of China and Africa to work 
together to overcome difficulties and 
seek common development, and shows 
the huge potential and bright prospects 
of China-Africa cooperation,” Wang 
said.

China’s commitments
In his speech delivered via video 

link at the opening ceremony of the 
conference, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping said that China and Africa 
had jointly prepared the China- 
Africa Cooperation Vision 2035 and 
that for the first three years planned 
in the vision, China will work with 
African countries to implement nine 
programs.

With the Omicron variant of 
COVID-19 virus raging across the 
world, medical and health program 
has been prioritized. To help the AU 
achieve its goal of vaccinating 60 
percent of the African population by 
2022, China will provide another 1 
billion doses of vaccines to Africa, 
including 600 million doses as 
donation and 400 million doses to be 
provided through means such as joint 
production by Chinese companies 
and relevant African countries. “We 
need to put people and their lives 
first, be guided by science, support 
waiving intellectual property 
rights on COVID-19 vaccines, and 
truly ensure the accessibility and 
affordability of vaccines in Africa 
to bridge the immunization gap,” Xi 
said.

Other programs include 
poverty reduction and agricultural 
development, trade promotion, 
investment promotion, digital 
innovation, green development, 
capacity building, cultural and people-
to-people exchange, and peace and 
security.

“Once again, these programs are 
designed to provide what is urgently 
needed in Africa,” said Zhou Yuyuan, 
Researcher at Shanghai Institute for 
International Studies. . He added 
that a majority of these programs are 
formulated as assistance, taking into 
consideration the financial difficulties 
African countries may face.

New Era: A Partnership of Equals, 
which documented the successes of 
China-Africa cooperation in the new 
era, and provided a perspective on 
future cooperation between the two 
sides.

It is the first white paper China has 
released to comprehensively describe 
the China-Africa cooperation, and the 
first white paper in a decade to describe 
cooperation of China with a region, 
according to the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of China.

“The white paper helps to better 
evaluate and summarize the important 
achievements of China-Africa 
cooperation, helps the two sides build 
consensus, and strengthens confidence 
in the prospects of such cooperation,” 
Zhou said, adding that it also helps 
the world understand China-Africa 
relations in a more comprehensive and 
objective way, so that other countries 
can engage in better cooperation with 
Africa.

The document details the 
successes in various areas of China-
Africa cooperation and elaborates 

Zhou said that compared to proposals 
made in previous FOCAC conferences, the 
nine programs show increased emphasis 
on improving African countries’ inherent 
capacity to grow. Apart from the capacity-
building program, which focuses on 
education and training, the other programs 
will also directly or indirectly help African 
countries build their capacity.

“For example, expanding imports from 
Africa may help promote industrialization 

on the continent; the green program is 
to improve Africa’s ability to respond to 
climate change; and the peace and security 
program can improve Africa’s ability to 
maintain security,” he explained.

These programs are just for the first 
three years of the China-Africa Cooperation 
Vision 2035. “They are part of a long-
term plan. This shows increased focus on 
the strategic development of China-Africa 
cooperation,” Zhou said.

Sharing Chinese experience
On November 26, 2021, three days before 

the FOCAC conference opened, China’s 
State Council Information Office issued a 
white paper titled China and Africa in the 

Despite the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 

Eighth Ministerial Conference of the 
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 
(FOCAC) was held as scheduled on 
November 29-30, 2021 in Dakar, 
Senegal. Pragmatic and efficient 
discussions on the theme of the 
conference were carried out and broad 
consensus was reached, according to 
Chinese State Councilor and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Wang Yi.

Speaking at a joint press 
conference with his Senegalese 
counterpart Aissata Tall Sall at 
the close of the conference, Wang 
said that the conference reviewed 
the achievements made in the 
development of China- Africa 
relations and China-Africa solidarity 
in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic 
since the FOCAC Beijing Summit in 
2018, deliberated the implementation 
of the Eight Major Initiatives 
announced at the Beijing summit, 
and adopted an array of outcome 
documents. Established in October 
2000 at its first ministerial conference 
in Beijing, FOCAC has now become 
an important platform for dialogue 
between China and Africa and an 
effective mechanism for pragmatic 
cooperation. It also serves as a 
pacesetter for bilateral cooperation.

FOCAC now has 55 members 
comprising China, the 53 African 
countries that have diplomatic 
relations with China, and the African 
Union (AU) Commission. The 
FOCAC Ministerial Conference 
is held once every three years, 
rotating between China and African 
countries, and co-chaired by China 
and an African hosting country, with 
the co-chairs also taking the lead in 
implementing conference outcomes.

Three of the previous seven 
ministerial conferences were 
upgraded into summits, namely 
the Beijing Summit in November 
2006, the Johannesburg Summit in 
December 2015, and the Beijing 
Summit in September 2018. These 
conferences released a series of 
important documents and promoted 
the implementation of a series of 
key measures. This latest conference 
saw the adoption of the Dakar Action 
Plan (2022-24), with focus on health, 
infrastructure, digital economy, green 

the principles, policies and practices 
behind these successes. In particular, it 
emphasizes the important role of FOCAC 
and proposes to continue to boost 
cooperation through the mechanism 
as an important measure to break new 
ground in China-Africa relations. In 
terms of economic cooperation, for 
example, the 10 major cooperation plans 
and the eight major initiatives, adopted 
at the FOCAC Johannesburg Summit in 
2015 and the FOCAC Beijing Summit 
in 2018, respectively, raised China-

Africa economic 
and trade 
cooperation to 
a new level, the 
white paper said.

From 2000 
to 2020, China 
helped African 
countries build 
more than 
13,000 km 
of roads and 
railway and 
more than 80 
l a r g e - s c a l e 
power facilities, 
and funded over 
130 medical 
facilities, 45 
sports venues 
and over 170 
schools. It also 
trained more 
than 160,000 
personnel for 
Africa, and 
built a series of 
flagship projects 
including the 
AU Conference 
C e n t e r , 

according to the white paper.

The white paper also notes the 
global significance of China-Africa 
cooperation in promoting South-
South cooperation and the rise of 
developing countries, as well as in 
shaping more balanced international 
relations, especially under the combined 
impact of the pandemic and the sharp 
conflict between multilateralism and 
unilateralism.

The document says that China sees 
Africa as a broad stage for international 
cooperation rather than an arena for 
competition among major countries. It 
notes that apart from bringing tangible 

benefits to people in China and Africa, 
China-Africa cooperation has also created 
more favorable conditions for others in 
the international community to conduct 
cooperation with Africa.

“China-Africa cooperation has 
promoted the establishment of cooperation 
mechanisms between other emerging 
countries and Africa. For example, Brazil, 
India and Turkey all have set up mechanisms 
with Africa,” Zhou said, adding that China-
Africa cooperation has also encouraged 
Western countries to once again attach 
importance to the continent.

The progress and achievements of 
China-Africa cooperation have provided 
important experience and enlightenment 
for international cooperation with Africa, 
making the international cooperation 
channels with Africa more complete, 
complementary and diversified, he added.

In terms of the development of China-
Africa relations in the future, the white paper 
calls for continuing to give full play to the 
FOCAC framework and the Belt and Road 
Initiative, and to raise China-Africa relations 
to a new level by reinforcing mutual political 
trust, building a China-Africa community 
of health for all, nurturing new drivers for 
expanding mutually beneficial cooperation, 
and promoting the establishment of a fairer 
and more equitable international order.

The document says that China-Africa 
cooperation has entered a new stage with a 
focus on cooperation with higher quality and 
greater impact. It suggests that both China and 
Africa support their respective businesses to 
tap cooperation potential, foster new growth 
drivers such as e-commerce, 5G network 
and green economy, and expand cooperation 
in future-oriented key fields. In the opinion 
of Zhou, to tap the potential for China- 
Africa cooperation, international resources 
shall be leveraged with initiatives such as 
the Initiative on Partnership for Africa’s 
Development and the Global Development 
Initiative. “This requires China-Africa 
cooperation to better coordinate with the 
international community and be open and 
inclusive,” he said.

The private sector is another important 
driver for expanding cooperation. 
“Innovative policies and measures are 
required to support private Chinese 
businesses and financial institutes to take 
part in China-Africa cooperation and, at the 
same time, exploit the potential of Africa’s 
local private sector,” Zhou said.

The eighth edition of the triennial Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), took place in Dakar, Senegal.



10 ChinAfrica Newsletter/January 2022             News  

China provides Christmas gifts to South Sudanese orphans
The Chinese embassy 

in South Sudan, 
the ninth batch of the 
Chinese medical team, 
and the Overseas Chinese 
Association in South 
Sudan on Monday 
donated Christmas gifts to 
children living in the Juba 
Orphanage Center.
Angelo Kenyi Samuel, 
Director of the Juba 
Orphanage Center which 
is home to 67 orphaned 
children, appreciated 
China for delivering 
essential food, medicines, 
and clothing to the needy 
children ahead of the 
festive season.

Kenyi also 
t h a n k e d 
the ninth 
batch of 
the Chinese 
m e d i c a l 
team for 
t r e a t i n g 
S o u t h 
S u d a n e s e 
at the main 
referral Juba 
T e a c h i n g 
H o s p i t a l 
since their arrival in the 
country in September this 
year.
“We have a lot of challenges 
like feeding these children 
and also education, when 

I talk about this they need 
school fees, uniforms, 
exercise books, pens, 
and the school bags. The 
third issue is medication. 
We do not have a budget 

for drugs,” said Kenyi in 
Juba during the handover 
ceremony.
Kenyi also appealed for 
support to construct a 
pre-primary school for 
these children to prevent 
them from moving 
long distances out of 
the orphanage. “We are 
appealing that if this 
school can be built, they 
will be studying within the 
orphanage,” he said.
Hua Ning, Chinese 
Ambassador to South 
Sudan said that Chinese 
people have a special bond 
built over the past years 
with the Juba Orphanage. 

BRI fosters multilateralism and inclusive growth, says former AU 
The ongoing construction of 

BRI projects -- including 
roads, railways, ports and digital 
infrastructure -- have been a game 
changer in Africa where they have 
spurred connectivity and seamless 
trade, Mwencha said on the sidelines 
of the 2021 meeting of the Advisory 
Council of the Belt and Road Forum 
for International Cooperation 
that he attended via video link.

He observed that speedy 
implementation of transport 
infrastructure, energy and information 
and communications technology 
projects under the BRI has reduced 
the cost of doing business, in 
addition to empowering Africans 
and the bulk of the global south.

Mwencha singled out the 480-km 
Mombasa-Nairobi Standard Gauge 
Railway for revolutionizing passenger 
and freight transport in Kenya.

The railway “has transported 
millions of metric tons of cargo ... Its 
contribution to the Kenyan economy 
is huge,” said Mwencha, adding 
that the railway has also facilitated 
technology transfer, promoting 
vocational skills for young people.

He said Kenya is among other 
African countries including Egypt, 
Senegal and Ethiopia where BRI 
projects have accelerated infrastructure 
modernization, market linkages, and 
skills and capacity building for youth.

China has also guaranteed on-time 
delivery of vital commodities including 

essential medical supplies like vaccines 
and protective gear against a backdrop 
of damaged global supply chains due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, he added.

He suggested continuous 
construction of BRI projects 
in order to support livelihoods 
and buffer an economic fallout 
caused by the pandemic.

Despite its positive contribution 
to Africa’s growth and stability, the 
BRI is likely to encounter headwinds 
linked to geopolitics, the pandemic 

and climate change, 
Mwencha warned.

He pointed out 
smear campaigns 
waged by some 
Western powers who 
fear that the BRI could 
change the status quo. 
“There are deliberate 
attempts to scuttle the 
implementation of the 
BRI and disorganize 
societies that could 
benefit from it, even 
though it is a model 
that is inclusive, 
consultative and 
reaches both the 
low and mighty,” 
said Mwencha.

Mwencha called 
on African countries 
to reject geopolitical 
maneuvers aimed 
at undermining the 

BRI since the continent stands to 
gain immensely in terms of improved 
manufacturing capacity, technology 
and skills transfer and green financing.

The former deputy chairperson 
said the BRI is in Africa’s best 
interest. “We need capacity to 
manufacture vaccines,” Mwencha 
said. “It will bring in technology 
and capital required to grow our 
digital economy. It will also promote 
human to human interactions.” 

Erastus Mwencha, former deputy chairperson of the African Union 
Commission

Hua Ning (2nd R), Chinese Ambassador to South Sudan, speaks 
during the handover ceremony for Christmas gifts to children in the 
Juba Orphanage Center in Juba, South Sudan, Dec. 20, 2021.
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Chinese-run company offering Zambian small-scale food traders clean, secure trading spaces

Access to descent trading spaces is 
a challenge for many small-scale 

food traders in Zambia.
It is for this reason that Jihai Central 

Sports (JCS) Company Limited, a Chinese-
owned entity operating in Zambia, decided 
to empower local small-scale food traders 
in Lusaka, Zambia’s capital with clean and 
affordable trading spaces.

JCS Food Market is an initiative of 
JCS, a business complex that is located in 
Lusaka’s Longacres area.

One of the traders, Maria Mukela, 48, 
who specializes in the sale of a wide variety 
of dry foods explained that the trading 
facility is unique in that it offers traders a 
good working environment that promotes 
growth.

“This place is clean and traders have 
access to clean trading spaces as well as 
clean sanitation facilities. That is why 
the food market attracts sober and mature 
clientele,” said an enthusiastic Mukela, who 
has been trading from JCS Food Market for 
about six years.

She further said JCS Food Market also 
serves as a launchpad for bigger business 
opportunities for small-scale food traders.

“I have been awarded contracts to 
supply huge amounts of dry foodstuffs to 
both private and public entities. This has 
enabled me to grow my business,” Mukela 
revealed.

For 36-year-old Doreen Songiso who 
has been trading at the JCS Food Market for 
almost five years now, the space has given 
her a chance to trade in a safe and secure 
environment.

“I do not have to worry about moving 
from place to place particularly during 
the rainy season as is the case with most 
small-scale traders dealing in foodstuffs 
and operating from the street,” Songisio 
explained.

She added that JCS Food Market offers 
small-scale food traders the chance to 

interact with people of different 
nationalities and backgrounds, 
which is useful to traders wanting 
to venture into international trade.

Regular customer, Joe Mwake, 
45, said the clean environment 
has encouraged many to continue 
buying agricultural produce from 
JSC Food Market.

“This food market not only 
has a wide range of fruits and 
vegetables but is also clean all 
the time. I have been buying 
vegetables and fruits from here 
since fruit and vegetable traders 
started operating in 2015,” 
Mwake said.

According to JCS Food 
Market Operations Manager 
Billy Ng’ambi, there are about 
39 small-scale food traders, the 

majority of whom are Zambian that have 
been allocated trading spaces at the facility.

“We have 26 traders dealing in fresh 
fruits and vegetables and 13 trading in a 
variety of dry foods. The produce is sourced 
locally and internationally,” Ng’ambi said.

Ng’ambi also mentioned that JCS 
Food Market, which attracts both local and 
international visitors, has restaurants that 
offer Asian cuisines. It also has sports and 
fitness centers. 

 

Chinese State Councilor and Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi and Kenyan 

President Uhuru Kenyatta paid homage to 
sincere bilateral friendship during a joint 
inspection of a major oil terminal project 
built by China in the African nation, with 
Wang promising closer cooperation to 
contribute more to Africa’s development.

The $353 million offshore Kipevu Oil 
Terminal in the coastal city of Mombasa, 
the largest of its kind in Africa, is funded by 
the Kenya Ports Authority and implemented 
by the China Communications Construction 
Company. Construction of the 770-meter-
long jetty is currently 96 percent complete.

Wang said the project is a reflection of 
sincere China-Africa friendship that has 
withstood the test of time, and he foresees 
the bright future of modernization through 
joint efforts.

“More than 600 years ago, Chinese 
navigator Zheng He leading the most 
powerful fleet visited Mombasa three times. 
He brought friendship and trust to Africa, 
rather than colonization or slavery,” he 
said. “Six hundred years later, following the 
footprints of Zheng He, Chinese engineers 
and technicians have arrived in Mombasa 

and Africa again and built the best roads, 
best railways and best oil and gas facilities 
for local people.”

Among major benefits arising from the 
new facility, which is also a Belt and Road 
Initiative project, will be a reduction in 
demurrage and costs of freight docking at the 
Mombasa port. “Once fully commissioned 
in a few weeks, we shall save close to $18 
million that we pay because of demurrage,” 
Kenyatta said.

When the project is complete in April, 
the offshore facility will be able to load 
and offload sea tankers of up to 200,000 
deadweight tonnage carrying all categories 
of petroleum products including crude 
oil, white oil and liquefied petroleum gas, 
thus greatly increasing supply of oil to the 
country.

The terminal is expected to increase the 
Mombasa port’s capacity of handling transit 
petroleum products from the current 35,000 
to 100,000 metric tons with the capacity to 
handle four vessels, according to the Kenya 
Ports Authority.

The new oil terminal facility will have 
four berths capable of handling six different 
hydrocarbon import and export products. 

It also has five subsea pipelines which are 
buried 26 meters under the seabed to allow 
dredging of the channel without interference.

Kenyatta commended Kenya’s 
partnership with China saying that the 
arrangement had helped deliver key 
development projects including the offshore 
jetty, the Standard Gauge Railway and the 
Nairobi Expressway, among others. He also 
thanked China for continuing to open up its 
market to Kenyan exports.

‘We do not need lectures’
“Our partnership with China is not a 

partnership based on China telling us what 
to do. It is a partnership of friends,” he said. 
“They were there ready to work and walk 
with us hand-in-hand and that indeed is what 
we call a friend. We do not need lectures 
about what we need. We need partners to 
help us achieve what we require.”

China and African countries have jointly 
built more than 10,000 kilometers of railway, 
nearly 100,000 km of roads, 1,000 bridges 
and 100 ports in the continent, in addition 
to large numbers of hospital and school 
construction projects, Wang said, adding that 
China is willing to make new contributions 
for a better future for Africa.

New Oil terminal, a reflection of friendship In Kenya, Chinese minister 

Maria Mukela, a food trader, shows dry foods at JCS Food 
Market in Lusaka, Zambia, on Dec. 18, 2021.
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China to partner Nigeria on renewable energy
The Federal Government is set to 

partner the People’s Republic 
of China on renewable clean energy 
that will boost electricity supply to 
rural parts of Nigeria.

This was disclosed during a visit 
by Mr Ji Yuxin, Representative of 
China’s Principal Surveyor of Wind 
Energy, to Mohammed Abdullahi, 
the Minister of State for Science, 
Technology and Innovation on 
Friday in Abuja.

The proposed partnership, 
according to Yuxin, is also expected 
to build and upgrade centres of 
excellence in renewable energy 
technologies across the country.

These include: green energy, 
solar, wind, hydro, bio-energy, 
energy efficiency and management.

Abdullahi noted that prior to the 
visit, the ministry was engaged in 
discussions regarding the MoU 
with the Chinese Engineering 
Corporation.

He said the MoU would be a 
welcome development particularly 
in the areas of exchange of 
knowledge, ideas and equipment 
with some selected universities in 

the country focusing on technology.
The minister also received on 

behalf of the ministry, a donation 
of solar panel equipment from the 
Department of Commerce of Yunan 
Province and Kunming Engineering 
Corporation Ltd of the People’s 
Republic of China.

Abdullahi also stated that the 
support received from China was 
going to help to stem the tide of 
rural- urban migration in Nigeria.

He said the ministry would 

appoint a committee to look at the 
process of selecting beneficiaries in 
the rural areas to see how they could 
be deployed.

Earlier, Yuxin had said that 
the donation was in line with the 
promotion of green technology in 
rural communities in Africa.

He added that the donation was a 
project that aimed at providing the 
solution of electricity shortages in 
rural areas, where the national grid 
is not accessible.

Liberia remains committed to FOCAC objectives
Liberia’s foreign minister has 

highlighted the country’s 
relationship with China at the 
recently held 8th Ministerial 
Conference of the Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation in Dakar, 
Senegal.

Dee-Maxwell Saah Kemayah 
said the government remains 
fully committed to the ideals and 
objectives of the forum, and values 
its bilateral relationship.

He said the shared relationship 
with China continues to yield mutual 
benefits for the two countries and 
peoples.

He said that since the inception 
of FOCAC 21 years ago, it has 

continued to successfully serve as 
a viable platform, and an effective 
mechanism for further coordinating 
and enhancing the bilateral 
relationship of African countries 
with China by fostering the 
promotion of economic cooperation, 
promoting South-South cooperation 
at the multilateral level; and has 
been useful in spotlighting greater 
attention to Africa’s vast potential in 
the global trade market.

“We view our relationship with 
China within the context of the 
shared vision and goals for building 
a shared future through a ‘win-win 
cooperation’, by promoting the 
buildup of local capacity through 

the promotion of industrial capacity, 
infrastructure connectivity, trade 
facilitation, green development, 
capacity building, healthcare, people 
to people exchanges, peace and 
security,” Kemayah said.

The Peoples Republic of China has donated rural solar equipment to Nigeria while seeking 
cooperation to provide solutions to electrical shortages through a transfer of renewable energy 
technologies into the country.

“This project aims to provide 
the solution of electricity 
shortages in rural areas 

where the national grid is 
not accessible,’’ says Yuxin .

Dee-Maxwell Saah Kemayah
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Chinese Foreign Minister completes Africa tour for 1st visit of year
Defeating the pandemic, 

achieving economic recovery 
and dovetailing new measures for 
practical cooperation between China 
and Africa will be high on the agenda 
as State Councilor and Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi kicks off his first 
overseas visit of the new year to the 
continent on Tuesday, officials and 
experts said.
The four-day trip to the continent 
took Wang to Eritrea, Kenya and 
Comoros. He will also visit the 
Maldives and Sri Lanka afterward.
Since 1991, Africa has been the first 
overseas destination of the year for 
China's foreign minister.
Noting that it is a fine tradition of 
China's diplomacy, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Zhao Lijian said earlier 
that it fully demonstrated the priority 
China gives to China-Africa relations 
and the growing profound friendship 
between the two sides.
It also showed China's firm support 
for Africa as it seeks strength through 
unity, development and revitalization, 
he added.
"Neither the evolving international 
landscape nor the raging COVID-19 
pandemic can weaken the will and 
determination of China and Africa 
to maintain friendly exchanges, 
enhance strategic communication 
and render each other firm support 
or diminish China's attention and 
support to Africa," Zhao said.
The past year was a milestone in Sino-
African ties as it marked the 65th 
anniversary of the start of China-
Africa diplomatic relations. Also, 
the year marked the 21st anniversary 
of the Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation.
The eighth Ministerial Meeting of 
FOCAC was held in November, 
during which President Xi Jinping 
proposed the spirit of China-Africa 
friendship and cooperation for the 
first time.
Li Wentao, deputy director of the 

Institute of African Studies at the 
China Institutes of Contemporary 
International Relations, said the 
spirit was the upgraded version of the 
principles of China's Africa policy－
sincerity, real results, amity and good 
faith, and pursuing the greater good 
and shared interests, adding that it 
would provide a source of strength for 
furthering China-Africa ties.
Zeng Aiping, deputy director of 
the Department for Developing 
Countries Studies at the China 
Institute of International Studies, 
said China and Africa had become 
an important strategic force by both 
being committed to upholding equity 
and justice and supporting each other. 
The two sides had upheld the rights 
and interests of developing countries, 
he added.
Li said every item of the practical 
programs Xi proposed at the meeting 
contains concrete measures in terms 
of cooperation, which once again 
shows the world the confidence and 
resilience of bilateral cooperation, 
adding that the forum has become 
a standard-bearer of international 
development and cooperation, 
and a fine example of South-South 
cooperation.

As Xi also announced at the meeting 
that China would provide an 
additional 1 billion vaccine doses 
to Africa, Li said it was the largest 
vaccine assistance plan undertaken by 
a single country to help Africa since 
the start of the pandemic.
"China not only lends hope to Africa 
in bridging the immunization gap, 
but also enhances its public health 
capacity building through varied 
means including the joint production 
of vaccines and technology transfer," 
Li said, adding that China had taken 
the lead and was a model in terms of 
helping the continent.
According to the scholars, China 
not only consolidated its traditional 
spheres of cooperation with African 
countries, but also fostered new growth 
drivers including the digital economy 
and climate change cooperation.
Li said practical cooperation in the 
digital field is a highlight of bilateral 
cooperation, which would help the 
continent seize the opportunity 
presented by the information 
revolution, bridge the digital divide 
and build a digital Africa.
In August, China and African countries 
formulated and implemented a plan 
for China-Africa digital innovation 
partnership.

State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
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Kenyan president hails Chinese-built infrastructure

Kenyan President Uhuru 
Kenyatta on Thursday 

commended the Chinese-built 
Nairobi Expressway as a key 
infrastructure project, vowing to 
continue working with China to 
improve its infrastructure networks.

Speaking during an inspection 
tour of the 27.1-kilometer 
expressway on Thursday, 
Kenyatta said China remains 
Kenya’s key development 
partner. The expressway is 
being constructed by the China 
Road and Bridge Corporation.

“We are very grateful to the 
Chinese government and people 
for the support that they continue 
to render not only to our country, 
but to the rest of Africa,” he said.

Kenyatta also said the 
partnership between the two 
sides is mutually beneficial 
and based on win-win.

“A lot of people have told 
us that our relationship with 
China is not beneficial. For those 
who say that, I request them to 
come and see a project like the 
Nairobi Expressway. Let them 
come and see the projects and 
programs that have eased life 
for Kenyans,” Kenyatta said.

He said Kenya has 
undertaken key major projects 
in partnership with China, like 
the Lamu Port and the Kipevu 
Oil Terminal, which is expected 
to reduce the cost of petroleum.

The $353.4 million oil terminal 
is being constructed by the China 

Communications Construction 
Company. It is expected to increase 
Kenya’s petroleum handling and 
storage by about 400 percent.

“Infrastructure is key 
if we ultimately want to 
become an industrialized 
nation,” Kenyatta said.

He said the government has 
developed over 420 km of link 
roads within Nairobi city, including 
those in informal settlements to help 
ease transport for residents, as well 
as improve drainage and sewage.

The ongoing projects have 
created job opportunities for 
Kenyans, and the Nairobi 
Expressway alone directly 
employed over 6,000 people. 
This is in addition to engaging 
200 subcontractors that also 
created further job opportunities.

Once it is complete, the eight-
lane elevated dual carriageway 
Nairobi Expressway is expected 
to significantly decongest the 
Mombasa Road and reduce 
travel time between Mlolongo 
and Westlands to 20 minutes.

Paul Maringa, the principal 
secretary for infrastructure, said 
last week that the partnership 
between Kenya and China is 
accelerating, with the number 
of Chinese companies in the 
east African country expected 
to increase from the current 400 
to 1,000 in the next 10 years.

“We are involved in an 
engagement of technology 
transfer, where we are training 
Kenyans to be more productive 
to join the mainstream of 
development,” Maringa said.

As Chinese companies gives back in Kenya
Chinese enterprises in Kenya 

are giving back to the 
community with welfare initiatives 
while creating opportunities for 
people’s advancement with training 
programs as their businesses grow.

The transformative impact that 
Chinese companies are having in 
the country was set out in a report 
by the Kenya China Economic and 
Trade Association, or KCETA, 
that was released on Wednesday in 
Nairobi.

The enterprises, deeply involved 
in various fields of cooperation 
between the two countries, are 
playing an integral role in moving 
bilateral relations forward, the 
report said.

Zhou Pingjian, China’s 

ambassador to Kenya, said at 
the unveiling of the report that 
the China-proposed Belt and 
Road Initiative presented great 
opportunities for high-quality 
development in Kenya, as part of 
efforts to build a high-level China-

Africa community with a shared 
future, he said.

“At the time of its 20th 
anniversary, KCETA is gaining 
a range of new development 
opportunities and is beginning a 
new journey,” Zhou said. “Looking 

An impression of the Nairobi Expressway

ahead, Chinese enterprises in 
Kenya will have a more glorious 
vision and enjoy a brighter future 
that promises great potential for 
cooperation.”

Chinese enterprises employ 
more than 60,000 Kenyans and 
have trained thousands more in 
Kenya and China in order to ensure 
they receive the skills needed for 
the workforce of the future.

The training is separate to the 
corporate social responsibility 
programs undertaken by the 
Chinese companies. These 
programs have resulted in the 
construction of schools and vital 
infrastructure in the communities 
where the companies operate.

At the launch of the report, 
several people spoke of how the 
activities of Chinese companies 
have helped to turn their lives 
around.

Vital role
Their testimonies highlighted 

how Chinese enterprises in 
Kenya are proving vital for the 
development of workforce skills 
through their empowerment model 
and the sharing of high-quality 
vocational education resources.

Paul Maringa, the principal 
secretary in the Ministry of 
Transport, Infrastructure and 
Urban Development, said that 
under his ministry alone, Chinese 
enterprises are undertaking 183 
projects worth more than $9 
billion.

“As we move into a new chapter 
of cooperation, I would like to 
commend the social economic 
transformation that has resulted 
from our partnership,” Maringa 
said. “If you follow the footprints 
of Chinese investment in Kenya 
over the last 20 years, you will see 
a specific trend.

“They are driven by touching 
the hearts and minds of the people 
and bringing change home.”

KCETA Chairman Li Changgui 
said the mutual benefits arising 
from the cooperation were evident 
during the pandemic, when the 
group’s members mobilized 
resources to get supplies to all 
segments of Kenyan society.

“By September 2021, Chinese 
companies in Kenya had donated 
more than $600,000 worth of 
medical and protective materials 
to Kenya,” Li said.



15ChinAfrica Newsletter/January 2022News Extra
Nigeria likely to be one of African countries to produce Chinese vaccines

China is 
implementing 

plans to ensure 
Nigeria is one of the 
African countries that 
will produce China’s 
COVID-19 vaccines 
on the African 
continent.

Cui Jianchun, 
China’s ambassador 
to Nigeria, said on 
Recently that the 
development of 
vaccine production 
on the continent is 
in line with China’s 
commitments of 
leading African 
countries to be self-
reliant and to close 
the immunization 
gap. Cui made the 
announcement at a 
round table in Abuja, 
capital of Nigeria, 
according to media.

During the eighth Ministerial 
Conference of the Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation held at the end of November, 
China announced decision to provide 
another one billion doses of COVID-19 

vaccines to Africa. Of these 600 million 
doses will be in the form of donation and 
the other 400 million doses will be jointly 
produced in Africa by Chinese and African 
companies.

Li Xuda, cultural counselor at the 
Chinese embassy in Nigeria, said that plans 

are underway to ensure Nigeria is one of the 
main manufacturers of Chinese vaccines in 
the West African region. However, he said 
discussions are at a preliminary stage and 
it is too early to say when the production 
will start and what the scale of production 
for Nigeria will be.

S. Africa rejects calls to boycott 2022 Olympic 
The South 

African Sports 
Confederation and 
Olympic Committee 
have rejected calls for the 
diplomatic boycott of the 
Beijing 2022 Olympic 
Games saying the country 
will take part in the sports 
events.

This comes after some 
countries, including the 
United States, called for 
the diplomatic boycott of 
the Beijing 2022 Olympic 
Games accusing China of 
human rights violations.

“The SASCOC 
fully supports the 
position adopted 
by the International 
Olympic Committee 
that Olympic Games 
and the participation of 
the athletes are beyond 
politics,” the organization 
said in a statement on Tuesday.

“As a National Olympic Committee 

the preparation of our athletes for 
participation at the Beijing 2022 Olympic 

Games remains our main 
focus,” it said.

Barry Hendricks, 
SASCOC president, said 
South Africa is now focusing 
on qualifying athletes for 
the Beijing 2022 Winter 
Olympics, schedule to take 
place this year from Feb 4-20.

Thomas Bach, chief 
of International Olympic 
Committee, has said they are 
politically neutral. He warned 
that politicization of the 
Beijing 2022 Olympic Games 
would affect the future games.

In a statement the 
IOC said it “calls upon all 
Member States to cooperate 
with the International 
Olympic Committee and the 
International Paralympic 
Committee in their efforts 
to use sport as a tool to 

promote peace, dialogue and 
reconciliation in areas of 

conflict during and beyond the period of 
the Olympic and Paralympic Games.”

Photo shows the newly built curling and ice hockey training center for Beijing 
2022 Winter Paralympics Games in Beijing.

Mr. Charles Onunaiju Director CCS (L) , H.E, Mr. Chi Jianchun, the Chinese Ambassador to Nigeria, at a 
roundtable on the topic: “Build an Africa-China Community with a shared future in the new era: Nigeria’s 
actions and contributions” in Abuja. Recently.
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China, Africa experts advocate cooperation under FOCAC 
Recently, 

t h e 
Institute of 
African Studies 
at Zhejiang 
N o r m a l 
University and 
South Sudan 
Center for 
Strategic and 
Policy Studies 
held the Second 
C h i n a - S o u t h 
Sudan Think 
Tank Forum 
in China and 
South Sudan, 
under the theme of “prospects for 
China-South Sudan cooperation 
under the framework of the Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation”. Fifteen 
scholars and experts from universities 
and international organizations 
attended the forum and shared ideas.

Xu Jinghu, special representative 
of the Chinese government on 
African affairs, introduced the 
spirit of China-Africa friendship 
and fully affirmed the significance 
of the forum, acknowledging the 
brotherly cooperation between China 
and South Sudan as an authentic 
reflection and representation of 
China-Africa cooperation. She added 
that China is willing to join hands 
with South Sudan and further deepen 
communication and cooperation 
between the two countries in various 
fields.

Deng Dau Deng Malek, deputy 
minister of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation 
of South Sudan, and the representative 
of South Sudan to the Eighth 
Ministerial Conference of FOCAC, 
expressed South Sudan’s readiness 
to implement the results of FOCAC 
and accelerate greater development in 
the relationship between South Sudan 
and China. He noted the importance of 
academic exchanges between South 
Sudan and China. The government 
of South Sudan will firmly support 
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exchanges and cooperation between 
universities and think tanks from the 
two sides.

Hanafi James Killa, chargé 
d’affaires ad interim of the Embassy 
of South Sudan in China, emphasized 
that China has played a significant 
role in supporting South Sudan’s 
development. He added that this 
year marked the 10th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations between South 
Sudan and China, and South Sudan 
will always be China’s good friend.

Hua Ning, the Chinese ambassador 
to South Sudan, highly praised the 
forum’s contribution in bridging 
Chinese and South Sudanese scholars, 
promoting mutual understanding, 
and enhancing relations between 
the two countries. It is hoped that 
more practical benefits be brought 
to people in both countries under the 
implementation of the achievements 
of FOCAC. Both countries can 
upgrade their friendship to a new level 
at the new starting point of the 10th 
anniversary of diplomatic relations 
between China and South Sudan.

Liu Hongwu, director of the Center 
for South Sudan Studies and the 
Institute of African Studies at Zhejiang 
Normal University, concluded the 
forum. Under the guidance of the 
embassies of both countries and with 
the efforts of scholars from both sides, 
the Center for South Sudan Studies 
at the Institute of African Studies 
at Zhejiang Normal University was 

established right after the opening 
ceremony of the forum. A team of 
scholars studying China and South 
Sudan bilateral relations gradually 
came together through two years of 
preparation. The establishment of the 
center will set an example for active 
exploration of new approaches for the 
study of African countries.

@centreforchinastudies

At a time when global vaccine 
supplies were tightest, China 

overcame its own difficulties to take 
the lead in providing vaccines to 
Africa. As a good friend of African 
countries, China stands ready to 
provide more vaccines to the continent, 
as well as increase access through 
indigenous production, a testament 
to the two peoples' brotherhood.


