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Chinese, African scientists meet to spur green 
agenda on inclusive development See Page 2

Chinese President Xi Jinping meets with his South African counterpart Jacob Zuma in Xiamen, southeast China’s Fujian Province, on 
the eve of the BRICS summit held last month.
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Communist Party of China 
19th National Congress

African countries hope 
to attract more Chinese 
investment 

Joint Communiqué of the Fourth Round 
of Political Consultations between Chi-
nese and African Foreign Ministers
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Chinese and African scientists 
converged in the Kenyan 
capital, Nairobi, last month to 

brainstorm on new strategies to promote 
green and inclusive development.

The two-day conference on climate, 
ecosystems and livelihoods for Africa 
was organized by United Nations 
Environment Program (UNEP) in 
conjunction with the World Academy 
of Sciences, the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, and National Natural Science 
Foundation of China.

Kenyan Cabinet Secretary for 
Environment Judi Wakhungu, in her 
opening remarks on Monday, said a 
strategic dialogue between African and 
Chinese scientists is key to addressing 
ecological challenges facing the 
continent.

“Chinese and African scientists 
should share lessons on effective ways 
to tackle climate change and promote 
resilience of ecosystems that form a 
critical component of this continent’s 
economy,” said Wakhungu.

Dozens of Chinese and African 
scientists attended the high-level 

Chinese, African scientists meet to spur green 
agenda on inclusive development

conference on climate 
and ecosystems under 
the aegis of South-South 
cooperation.

Wakhungu hailed 
the blossoming Sino-
Africa cooperation in 
science, technology and 
environmental protection 
that has advanced low-
carbon development in 
the world’s second largest 
continent.

“We are glad to see 
the Chinese government 
and scientists proactively 
promote the Belt and Road 
Initiative globally and 
push for diversified and 
sustainable development 
in Africa,” said Wakhungu.

She disclosed that 
the Kenyan government 
has partnered with China 
to implement projects 
that advance ecosystems 
restoration, food, energy 
and security.

M u l t i l a t e r a l 
institutions have rallied 
behind Sino-Africa 
partnership in skills and 
technology transfer to help 
address climate change, 
habitat loss and other 
ecological challenges.

Deputy Executive 
Director of UN 
Environment Ibrahim 
Thiaw said a robust 
partnership between 
African and Chinese 
scientists is required to 
inject fresh vitality in the 
green agenda.

“Scientists from China 
and Africa should be at 
the forefront in coming 
up with innovative green 
solutions for realizing 
sustainable development 
goals,” Thiaw said.

China has prioritized 
partnership with African 
countries in the areas of 
climate, ecosystems and 

livelihoods in line with 
principles outlined in 
South-South cooperation 
along the Belt and Road.

Cao Jinghua, director-
general of the bureau of 
international cooperation 
at the CAS, said Beijing 
has placed green agenda 
at the heart of its bilateral 
ties with Africa.

“The Chinese 
government attaches 
importance to green 
development. We will 
strengthen cooperation 
with African countries to 
help them realize green 
growth,” said Cao.

Cao noted that South-
South cooperation has 
fostered sharing of 
knowledge and expertise 
to strengthen action on 
climate change in Africa.

China has prioritized strategic partnership 
with African countries in science, 
technology and innovations in order 

to address socio-economic and ecological 
challenges facing the continent, officials have 
said.

Cao Jinghua, Director General of Bureau 
of International Cooperation at the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences said that education, 
science, technology and culture remain key 
pillars of Beijing’s diplomatic engagement with 
African countries.

“We are supporting training of African 
young scientists to pursue fields that cover 
environment, agriculture, health and water 
management. Their expertise is required to 
promote development in their native countries,” 
Cao said.

He spoke to reporters on the sidelines 
of a conference on climate, ecosystems and 
livelihoods in Nairobi which was attended by 
dozens of scientists from China and Africa.

At the forum, African and Chinese scientists 

brainstormed on new strategies that can promote 
green growth and sustainable development in 
the continent.

Cao said the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
that co-sponsored the dialogue forum is ready to 
support the new generation of African scientists 
to improve their technical skills and innovative 
edge.

“We have recruited over 250 African 
students who are pursuing post-graduate studies 
in natural sciences in China. What Africa needs 
is abundance of scientific talents to propel its 
sustainable development agenda,” Cao remarked.

He revealed that a collaborative venture 
between Chinese Academy of Sciences and 
African research institutes has addressed 
skills gap in critical disciplines like medicine, 
engineering and agriculture.

“We are facilitating training of young African 
scientists in Chinese institutions and they have 
been returning home to apply their skills in 
diverse areas like natural resources management, 
health and agriculture,” said Cao.

He revealed that dozens of presidents of 
leading African Universities recently visited the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences to explore areas of 
collaboration.

Sino-Africa science and technology 
collaboration is embedded in the Belt and Road 
initiative that seeks to redefine global diplomacy 
and development.

Feng Feng, Director General of Bureau 
of International Cooperation at the National 
Natural Science Foundation of China, said that 
Beijing will not backtrack from its support for 
Africa’s green agenda.

“We have invested enormous resources 
to support capacity building and research in 
diverse areas like climate change, ecosystems 
conservation, solid waste and chemicals 
management across Africa,” said Feng.

He added that African scientists could 
borrow lessons from their Chinese counterparts 
whose expertise in harnessing local innovations 
to tackle ecological and health challenges is well 
documented.

Sino-African scientific collaboraation hits new ground: officials
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China continues to flourish 
under CPC governance 
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Chana’s President, Xi Jinping

The world is witnessing two dra-
matic scenarios: the world econ-
omy recovering sluggishly after 

the global financial crisis; and the West 
mired in an unprecedented institutional 
crisis, while China constantly creates 
social and economic miracles, showcas-
ing its growth path based on socialism 
with Chinese characteristics.

Looking at the ruling parties around 
the world, very few have been at the 
helm for more than 30 consecutive 
years. Yet, the Communist Party of Chi-
na (CPC) has governed for 68 years and 
continues to improve living conditions 
for its people, providing valuable expe-
rience for political parties worldwide on 
long-term governance.

As American China expert Robert 
Kuhn said, the key to the Chinese mira-
cle is the extraordinary long-time lead-
ership of the CPC.

A GUIDING IDEOLOGY
When the world hit by financial 

crisis in 2008, sales of “Das Kapital”, 
the works of Karl Marx, almost tripled, 
according to German publishing house 
Karl-Dieztz-Verlag. “Rediscovering 
Marx” suddenly became in vogue, with 
the West reflecting on the crisis.

As U.S. economist Robert Heil-
broner said, we should learn from Marx-
ism in order to advance human society.

Marxism reveals the universal 
truths of human development. The CPC 
has always persisted in taking Marxism 
as its guiding ideology and made it the 
thought core to unite hundreds of mil-
lions of the Chinese people.

The CPC has combined Marxism 
with China’s conditions on the ground 
to create a unique ideology shaped by 
Chinese characteristics.

BUILT FOR PUBLIC, WORK 
FOR PEOPLE

This April, Uruguayan Broad Front 
Party President Javier Miranda led a 
delegation to Nujiang Lisu Autonomous 
Prefecture in Yunnan Province to study 
China’s targeted poverty relief work.

What he witnessed left him deeply 
impressed.

As president of a ruling party for 
three terms, Miranda knew only too 
well how difficult it was for a party to 
maintain long-term rule.

The most important responsibility 

of a ruling party is to ensure social justice 
and equity, and the CPC has established 
an example for other ruling parties, he 
said.

“Under CPC leadership, China has 
not only maintained rapid economic 
growth, but also let the development 
fruits benefit wide-ranging areas includ-
ing the people’s living conditions, health 
care and public education,” he said, add-
ing that this experience is something for-
eign ruling parties can learn from.

The key to the CPC’s success is that 
the party always takes the people as the 
center of development. It insists on de-
veloping for the people, by the people, 
and sharing achievements with the peo-
ple.

Aikyn Konurov, secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Kazakh Com-
munist People’s Party, said, “CPC offi-
cials know the Chinese people well. They 
always put the public interest first, which 
is the fundamental difference between 
the CPC and ruling parties in Western 
countries.”

In the contemporary world where 
traditional ruling parties face the risk of 
shrinking public support, the CPC has 
developed with time by absorbing people 
from different classes, and trying to reach 
consensus among the majority of people.

PARTY DISCIPLINE
“Are China’s leaders better than 

ours?” asked the U.S. magazine Politico.

The CPC’s cadre group is selected 
through a rigorous process, while some 
members of the public can edge into the 
U.S. Congress by currying favor with 
voters through a claptrap.

By comparison, the Politico asked: 
“How certain are we that whichever 
leaders come out of our process (gen-
eral selection), of whatever party and 
persuasion, can stand on equal foot-
ing with whomever comes out of theirs 
(China’s)?”

U.S. magazine the Diplomat said 
that the CPC appoints cadres through 
performance and capability, in manner 
that even successful businesses cannot 
replicate.

When interpreting China’s develop-
ment miracle, Singapore founder Lee 
Kuan Yew said it is the most capable fig-
ures among 1 billion-plus people who are 
steering the country to greatness.

The CPC attaches great importance 
to party building and appoints officials 
based on their performance and compe-
tence to ensure solid governance.

Furthermore, the party is constantly 
strengthening discipline within its ranks.

Specifically, the CPC has established 
the Central Inspection Group, which is 
considered an intra-party strategic plan to 
protect itself from being contaminated by 
any political speculator.

Since the 18th National Congress of 
the Communist Party of China in 2012, 

the CPC Central Committee under Xi 
Jinping’s leadership has insisted on ad-
dressing the “four forms of decadences 
(si feng)” -- formalism, bureaucratism, 
hedonism and extravagance.

The party’s crackdown on corrup-
tion and other misconduct shows the 
general public the CPC’s ambitions to 
eliminate injustice in order to raise the 
morale of the party and the people.

Gustavo Girado, head of Argen-
tine consulting firm Asia & Argentina, 
said the CPC can plug up loopholes 
in its system because it excels in self-
correction.

The anti-corruption campaign 
launched by Xi is a good example of 
this, Girado added.

STRATEGIC WISDOM, PLAN-
NING FOR FUTURE

Partisanship is a deep-rooted 
problem in Western democracies. 
Struggles between executive and leg-
islative branches and “Veto Games” 
have resulted in the failure to enact 
much needed legislation. Special inter-
est groups “kidnap” policies through 
lobbying, and different parties com-
ing into power often leads to reversal 
of state policies, resulting in a massive 
loss of time and resources.

According to Professor Huang 
Xianghuai of the Party School of the 
Central Committee of CPC, while 
there exists the so-called “economic 
cycle of elections” in the West, the 
CPC has guaranteed the long-time 
stability of the state’s fundamental 
policies.

Having benefitted from succes-
sive governing, the CPC has built up 
its capacity for formulating strategies 
for the country’s economic and social 
development.

Take the Five-Year Plans as an 
example. From large-scale industrial 
construction to creating a moderately 
prosperous society, the CPC has ac-
complished the greatest modernization 
project history has ever seen over the 
past 60 years.

“China is fully confident of the fu-
ture,” said Konurov from the Kazakh 
Communist People’s Party, “because it 
has planned every step and will never 
give up the goal of working for the 
well-being of the people.” 
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African countries hope to attract more Chinese investment

China pledges firm support to African development 

President Xi Jinping with Guinean leader, PresidentAlpha Condle.

Chinese President Xi Jinping met with 
his South African counterpart Jacob 
Zuma on Monday, vowing to deepen 

cooperation with South Africa and support peace 
and development in Africa.

Zuma is in the southeastern Chinese coastal 
city of Xiamen for the ninth BRICS summit and 
the Dialogue of Emerging Market and Develop-
ing Countries from Sunday to Tuesday.

Xi said the China-South Africa relationship is 
“at its best in history.” He also noted the strong 
development momentum in the comprehensive 
strategic partnership between the two sides in re-
cent years.

He said China is ready to strengthen coordina-
tion with South Africa and expand the partnership 
with more achievements in cooperation to pursue 
common development.

“China intends to work with South Africa to 
implement the Belt and Road Initiative and the 
outcomes of the Johannesburg summit of the Fo-
rum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), and 
to deepen cooperation in an all-round way and ad-

vance bilateral relations to a new level,” Xi said.
He called for mutual understanding and sup-

port on core interests and major concerns, as well 
as consolidation of political trust.

Xi said that stronger cooperation was needed 
in various sectors, including marine economy, in-
dustrial production, culture, science and technol-
ogy, health care and tourism.

People-to-people exchanges and celebrations 
should be organized to mark the 20th anniversary 
of diplomatic relations between China and South 
Africa next year, he said.

Xi also called for more coordination in in-
ternational and regional organizations, including 
BRICS, the G20, the United Nations and the Af-
rican Union.

“China and South Africa have maintained 
close communication and cooperation within the 
BRICS framework, and China will work closely 
with South Africa which will hold the presidency 
of the bloc next year,” Xi said.

Xi said China and Africa are a community of 
shared future and common interests, which have 

gone through thick and thin together.
“Regardless of changes in the international 

situation, China will unswervingly work with 
Africa for win-win cooperation and common 
development, and resolutely support peace and 
development in Africa,” Xi said. “China supports 
Africa’s capacity building in peace-keeping.”

Xi said that China intends to better combine 
the Belt and Road Initiative and the China-Africa 
cooperation plans set forth at the FOCAC Johan-
nesburg summit with the AU’s Agenda 2063.

Zuma said his country stands ready to deepen 
cooperation with China.

South Africa and China will support each 
other in hosting the BRICS summit this year and 
next year, Zuma said, adding that the South Af-
rica-China comprehensive strategic partnership is 
robust and full of vitality.

He said that the two countries had seen posi-
tive outcomes in cooperation in economic, trade, 
investment, infrastructure and cultural areas, and 
maintained close coordination on multilateral is-
sues.

Delegates from African 
countries are hoping to attract 
more Chinese investment at 

the ongoing 11th China-Northeast 
Asia Expo in Changchun, capital of 
northeastern Jilin Province.
Representatives from Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Zambia and Mozambique 
presented a variety of collaborative 
projects at the expo, ranging from 
grain and dairy processing, light 
manufacturing, to machinery and 
construction, in the hope of finding 
Chinese counterparts to invest in 
their countries.
Ethiopia has set up a one-stop service 
system to simplify the approval 
process for business licenses for 
overseas enterprises, said Sisay 
Tsegaye Zelek, from the Ethiopian 
Investment Commission.
“Eligible companies will get their 
business license approved in a day,” 
Zelek said.
Over the past decade China has 
become an important investor in 
Africa, with a total investment of 
more than 100 billion U.S. dollars, 
ranging from infrastructure, mining, 
telecommunications to agriculture 
and manufacturing.
Chinese companies have been 
involved in the manufacturing of auto 
parts, food and electronic products 
in Kenya, and the country hopes 
Chinese companies will expand 
their presence into the processing 
of agricultural products and light 
manufacturing, according to Susan 
Njoba from Kenya Investment 
Authority.
“Our data shows Chinese-
invested projects generate more 

job opportunities than companies from other 
countries,” Njoba said.
A McKinsey report indicated Sino-African 
relations witnessed remarkable growth over the 
past decade, with bilateral trade up 20 percent 
and direct investment rising 40 percent annually.
Statistics from China’s Ministry of Commerce 
showed trade between China and African 
countries reached 85.3 billion U.S. dollars in the 
first half of 2017, while China’s non-financial 
investment in Africa surged 22 percent to 1.6 
billion U.S. dollars during the same period.
China and African countries are highly 
complementary in resources and technology and 
new cooperation platforms such as the Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation have injected impetus 
into bilateral economic collaboration, according 
to Chen Zhou, vice chairman of China Council 

for the Promotion of International Trade.
“We can also work to maximize the synergy 
between China’s Belt and Road Initiative and 
Africa’s industrialization strategy to benefit 
businesses from both sides,” said Zhang 
Yuzhong, an official from China Investment 
Promotion Agency.
The 11th China-Northeast Asia Expo, which runs 
from Sept. 1 to 5, serves as a platform for regional 
cooperation in Northeast Asia and beyond. The 
expo has representatives from China, Russia, 
Mongolia, the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea, the Republic of Korea and Japan, as well 
as attracting global dignitaries and enterprises in 
pursuit of economic and regional cooperation.
Since the expo started in 2005, it has produced 
trade deals valued at more than 8 billion U.S. 
dollars. 
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A delegation from the Chinese 
Communist Party (CPC) yes-
terday kicked off a three-day 

visit to exchange ideas with their 
counterparts in Rwanda’s RPF-Inkot-
anyi, a trip that aims to build capaci-
ties for members of both parties and 
deepen relations.

Led by Xia Shujun, the deputy di-
rector-general in charge of the CPC’s 
affairs in its Beijing committee, the 
four-person delegation will spend 
three days in Rwanda exchanging 
ideas with their RPF counterparts on 
matters of governance.

They will specifically look at how 
to fight corruption, nurture party cad-
res, promote foreign trade, and build 
industrial parks.

CPC and RPF have cultivated 
good relations and party teams regu-
larly visit each other to share experi-
ences.

Welcoming the team from Beijing 
at RPF Headquarters in Rusororo yes-
terday, RPF Secretary-General Fran-
çois Ngarambe said it is important for 
both ruling parties to share lessons be-
cause citizens expect a lot from their 
experiences in governance.

“Ruling parties are accountable 
for so many things. Supporters and 
partners always expect results and 
everyone is happy when everything 
goes well. But when things are bad 
it’s the ruling party that takes the 
blame. That’s why the party needs to 
constantly ensure the development of 
its cadres to achieve good results,” he 
said.

Xia congratulated the RPF for 
President Paul Kagame’s recent re-
election, explaining that it shows 

The Chinese Embassy in 
Gambia, based in the west 
African country’s capital 

Banjul, held a reception to cel-
ebrate the 68th anniversary of the 
founding of the People’s Republic 
of China here on Friday.

Chinese Ambassador Zhang 
Jiming said the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China on 
October 1 in 1949 was historic for 
China and the world.

“From 2013 to 2016, China 
topped the world with an annual 
GDP growth at 7.2 percent and 
contributed more than 30 percent 
to the growth of the world econo-
my,” Zhang said.

“Over 13 million new urban 
jobs are being created every year 

and the surveyed urban unemploy-
ment rate has been kept at around 
5 percent,” he added.

Zhang said the past five years 
showed that over 55 million Chi-
nese have been lifted out of pov-
erty, while over 700 million have 
rid themselves of poverty in the 
past four decades.

Gambian Justice Minister 
Aboubacarr Tambadou said Gam-
bia has always welcomed China as 
a significant partner.

“We will continue to support 
the one-China policy,” Tambadou 
said.

Gambia and China resumed 
bilateral relations in 2016 after 
they had been severed for some 20 
years.

Chinese Communist Party officials share ideas with Rwandan  counterparts  

Chinese Embassy in Gambia 
celebrates  68th anniversary

François Ngarambe, the Secretary General of RPF, address the visiting Chinese delegation in Kigali. 
/ Timothy Kisambira

citizens’ support to his party 
and a reason to believe that the 
country’s Vision 2020 will be 
achieved.

He added that his CPC will 
strive to strengthen its coop-
eration and good relations with 
the RPF in order to achieve 
the mutual interests between 
Rwanda and China as outlined 
by both countries’ heads of 
state at their meeting in China 
in March 2017.

“We have witnessed some 
practical results from our co-
operation in many areas and 

I am sure that, guided by our 
both leaderships, we will 
strengthen our bilateral ties,” 
Xia said.

In March, President Kag-
ame paid a two-day visit to 
his Chinese counterpart, Xi 
Jinping, during which the two 
leaders agreed to strengthen 
cooperation in areas of in-
dustrialisation, agricultural 
modernisation, infrastructure 
building, tourism, and security.

During the visit, Kagame 
acknowledged the role of 
China in supporting Rwanda’s 

development agenda, specifically 
praising China’s contribution in de-
veloping the country’s infrastructure 
projects.

China’s greatest support to 
Rwanda’s development process is 
in the form of concessional loans, 
grant aid, technical support in major 
infrastructure projects as well as stu-
dents’ scholarships in critical sectors 
such as health, education and tech-
nology.

China is also one of Rwanda’s 
biggest sources of foreign direct in-
vestments, mainly in the manufac-
turing and real estate sectors.

China, Africa step up 
renewable energy cooperation 

China-Africa Renewable 
Energy Cooperation and Innovation 
Alliance, a coalition of financing 
institutions, smart grid providers 
and core manufacturers, has signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) on cooperation with 
Africa Renewable Energy Initiative 
(AREI).

“Africa has the highest potential 
for renewable energy, but the 
least access to it,” said Seyni Nafo, 
chairman of AREI endorsed by the 
African Union Assembly.

The MOU will enable the 
two parties to cooperate in 
renewable energy generation in 
Africa, with Chinese smart grid 
providers and core renewable 
energy manufacturers providing 

technological and financial support.
Pilot projects include helping 

build micro-grids in some African 
households and villages, in 
combination with large-scale power 
construction.

As part of China’s technology 
transfer efforts advocated by the 
United Nations Development 
Program, the move is expected 
to better deploy and distribute 
renewable energy technology in 
Africa.

The MOU indicates a shared 
vision to combat climate change 
and to promote sustainable 
development, as renewable energy 
is expected to function as a central 
pillar of China-Africa cooperation 
on climate issues, Nafo said. 
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Every morning, Zhu Xingguo, 46, leads his 
group of 12 Chinese medical specialists 
to the Juba Teaching Hospital, the main 

referral hospital in South Sudan.
Zhu heads the China medical team from 

China’s Anhui Province, which arrived in the East 
African nation in February. They have offered free 
medical services to over 2,500 patients in the war-
torn country.

“The situation in China some decades ago 
was similar to what the people of South Sudan 
are facing now. So I want to give more service 
to the local people in South Sudan to help them 
enjoy healthy lives,” Zhu, a general surgeon, told 
Xinhua on Tuesday while preparing to start his 
daily activities.

For the past six years, China has dispatched five 
medical teams with a total of 66 members who 
offered specialized medical care and surgeries in 
the world’s youngest nation.

South Sudan’s health sector remains one of 
the least developed in the world due to decades of 
conflict for independence from Sudan and the civil 
strife in recent years.

Chinese doctors tell war-torn South Sudan 
to remain hopeful

Doctors of the Chinese medical mission in South Sudan offer free medical service and distribute medicine to staff and students of 
the Juba University and local residents living nearby on September 14, 2017.

Botswana, China need each other: minister

The country lacks adequate medical facilities 
and the few operational hospitals suffer frequent 
power outages and understocking of medicine.

Despite the enormous challenges facing the 
Chinese doctors in South Sudan, Zhu said they still 
enjoy their time and work in South Sudan. “We 
will do our best to save people and promote good 
relations between our two governments,” Zhu said.

“The people of South Sudan are now facing so 
many challenges and as a Chinese, I want to tell 
them that don’t fail, keep moving forward because I 
think one day this country can unite and the current 
difficulties will end,” he added.

“And to the families of the Chinese doctors, 
don’t be worried about the safety of the Chinese 
medical team, we are safe because the people of 
South Sudan treat us very well and we enjoy our 
work here,” he noted.

Jiang Peng, a dermatologist, said many patients 
in South Sudan suffer from skin diseases that are 
not found in China, a major challenge for Chinese 
doctors there.

Despite that, Peng said she enjoys working in 
South Sudan as the locals were kind and friendly 

to them.
In February, China and South Sudan agreed to 

boost cooperation in the health sector by enhancing 
knowledge sharing, capacity building, and hospital-
to-hospital collaboration.

Joseph Kenyi, a certified nurse who has worked 
with several Chinese doctors for the past four years, 
said he gained a lot of experience and knowledge 
from the China team.

Kenyi said continued cooperation between 
Chinese doctors and their South Sudanese 
colleagues will help strengthen the health sector in 
South Sudan.

“They give us hope that tomorrow we can 
transform our health sector to be strong. We need 
the government of China to continue sending more 
doctors and medicine to South Sudan,” Kenyi said.

“I feel very excited to share experience with the 
Chinese doctors and also get more knowledge. I 
thank the Chinese doctors for offering themselves 
to work with us freely and I thank them very much 
for this spirit. Let them continue to support South 
Sudanese people,” said Sabina Kiyang Michael, a 
nurse at Juba Teaching Hospital.

Botswana Foreign 
Minister Pelonomi 
Venson-Moitoi has 

said that the African country 
and China need each other at a 
reception celebrating the 68th 
anniversary of the founding of 
the People’s Republic of China.

At the event, Venson-Moitoi 
said a lot of African countries 
have benefited from China’s 

development. She also praised 
China’s contribution to the 
development of education, 
technology and economy in her 
country.

“The most important thing 
is that we must have sincerity, 
and I know we both need each 
other,” she said.

Chinese Ambassador to 
Botswana Zhao Yanbo made a 

speech at the event about China’s 
achievements in economic and 
social development, as well as 
China-Botswana relations.

“In this global village, 
along with our growing 
national strength comes greater 
responsibility. China has played 
an active role in maintaining 
world peace and promoting 
global development,” he said.

Zhao said a record number 
of about 140 Botswana students 
have gone to China to study this 
year thanks to the sponsorship 
of the Chinese government or at 
their own expenses.

Bilateral ties have witnessed 
a steady growth since the 
establishment of diplomatic 
relations 42 years ago, he 
added.
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Economic ties between Africa and 
China are well documented and 
have grown at a faster rate than 

most other partnerships.
Latest figures indicate that trade 

between the two reached the US$220 
billion mark in 2014 while direct 
investment by China in Africa topped 
US$30 billion in the same year.

Influential think tanks from Africa 
and China said this strong economic 
cooperation should now be replicated to 
the security sector to ensure that China 
and Africa actively contribute to global 
peace and stability.

The think tanks said this at the China-
Africa and NGOs and Think-Tank 
Leaders Conference in Beijing, China 
taking place from 18-25 September.

Speaking at the opening ceremony, 
secretary general of the Chinese People’s 
Association for Peace and Disarmament 
(CPAPD), An Yuejun said China 
and Africa should explore new and 
innovative ways of resolving security 

issues on the continent.
“We need a new mentality of peace,” 

he said, adding that there is need to 
“move away from our old ways of 
resolving crime into new and innovative 
ways.”

Participants at the conference urged 
China and Africa to continue working 
together in strengthening security 
cooperation through skills development, 
financial assistance and technological 
transfer, among others.

Joint military exercises such as the 
Tanzania-China Joint Training Exercise 
of Marine Corps EX Transcend were 
encouraged.

Such exercises were acknowledged 
and encouraged as they play an important 
role in strengthening interaction and 
cooperation.

In addition, the think tanks agree 
that there is need for China and 
Africa to introduce a monitoring and 
evaluation mechanism to track the 
implementation of adopted peace and 

security mechanisms in order to identify 
successes and challenges.

Security cooperation between China 
and Africa was first presented in the 
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 
(FOCAC) Addis Ababa Action Plan 
(2004-2006) that was adopted by foreign 
ministers from China and Africa in 
Ethiopia in 2003 as well as in the FOCAC 
Johannesburg Action Plan (2016-2018) 
agreed at the FOCAC Summit held in 
Johannesburg, South Africa.

At that meeting, China pledged to 
work with Africa through the African 
Union (AU) and other sub-regional 
organizations in preventing, mediating 
and resolving conflicts.

China pledged to continue its active 
participation in peacekeeping operations 
and the de-mining process in Africa, 
and to provide financial and material 
assistance as well as relevant training to 
the AU Peace and Security Council.

Furthermore, China agreed to 
strengthen the capacity of African 

countries and sub-regional organisations 
to undertake peacekeeping operations.

The China-Africa and NGOs and 
Think-Tank Leaders Conference is 
focusing on three topics of interest 
to both China and Africa. These are 
the characteristics of world security 
situation, African security situation and 
China-Africa security cooperation, and 
social organization cooperation between 
China and Africa.

The conference is, among other 
things, discussing various security 
mechanisms that could be adopted to 
address new and emerging security 
challenges, and is being attended by 
scholars and researchers from Ethiopia, 
Namibia, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe.

In addition to participants from 
these five African countries, there are 
representatives from non-government 
organisations in BRICS member states 
(Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 
Africa).

President Dr Ernest Bai Koroma 
has visited the Chinese Ark 
Peace Hospital ship which 

docked in Freetown on 19 September, 
2017 for a weeklong humanitarian 
medical services for local people in 
Sierra Leone.

Upon arrival at the Queen Elizabeth 
11 quay, the president was taken 
on a conducted tour of the massive 
ship which is undertaking the sixth 
Harmonious Mission around the world. 
The Ark Peace set sail from Zhoushan 
in 2010, 2011, 2013, 2014 and 2015 
respectively to perform the mission.

In a meeting with the Chinese 
medical team, President Koroma 
extolled the excellent relationship 
between Sierra Leone and China, 
saying that the visit of the Chinese 
medical team is a way of deepening 
the bilateral ties between the two 
countries. He described China as a 
dependable friend to Sierra Leone, 
noting that China was the first country 
to provide immediate support to Sierra 
Leone during the Ebola outbreak as 
well as the mudslide and flooding 
disaster. The immediate response of 
China during the country’s catastrophic 
incidents inspired the intervention of 
the international community, he said.

The Head of State specially noted 
the promise made by the Chinese 

President Koroma visits Chinese Ark Peace Hospital Ship

A call for closer security cooperation between China and Africa

President Dr Ernest Bai Koroma entering China

Ambassador to further strengthen Sierra Leone’s health 
sector and heartily thanked his Chinese counterpart 
President Xi Jinping and the medical team for their seven 
days of hard work to provide free medical services to over 
seven thousand Sierra Leoneans.

The Deputy Chief of Staff of the Donghai Fleet Rear 
Admiral Guan Bailin, who is commanding officer of the 
mission said their mission to offer free medical services to 
the people of Sierra Leone was successfully done due to 
the leadership provided by His Excellency President Dr 
Ernest Bai Koroma. He said he has no doubt that President 
Koroma is profoundly loved by his people and that his 
strong leadership has evidently transformed Sierra Leone.

Buttressing the task group commander, the Chinese 
Ambassador to Sierra Leone Wu Peng assured of 
continued medical support to Sierra Leone.

The ship is equipped with a ship-based medical 
helicopter from an aviation regiment of the Beihai Fleet 
under the PLA Navy, and the medical crew comprises 
more than 110 medical staff from 21 institutions including 
the Naval Medical University and the Navy General 
Hospital, said Guan Bailin.

Chinese doctors working in Sierra Leone hospitals 
as well as Sierra Leoneans doctors have been working 
together with the crew onboard the ship to treat patients 
and do follow up after the ship’s departure.
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In accordance with the mechanism of regular 
political dialogue between Chinese and African 
Foreign Ministers set up at the Beijing Summit 

of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) 
in 2006, the Foreign Ministers of China and 48 African 
countries, or their representatives, and the representa-
tive of the African Union (AU) Commission held their 
Fourth Round of Political Consultations in New York 
on 20 September 2017.

The meeting was co-chaired by Mr. Wang Yi and 
Ms. Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, Foreign Ministers re-
spectively of the People’s Republic of China and the 
Republic of South Africa, the current Co-Chair coun-
tries of FOCAC.

Focusing on the theme of “Promote implemen-
tation of FOCAC Johannesburg Summit outcomes, 
support Africa in pursuing Agenda 2063 and the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development”, the Chinese 
and African sides had an in-depth exchange of views 
on China-Africa relations, and practical cooperation 
in various areas and international and regional issues 
of common interest. Both sides reached consensus as 
follows:

1. The two sides highly commend the great suc-
cess of the FOCAC Johannesburg Summit held in 
South Africa in December 2015, which opened a new 
era of China-Africa win-win cooperation for common 
development. The two sides are determined to work 
together to advance the China-Africa comprehensive 
strategic and cooperative partnership featuring political 
equality and mutual trust, economic win-win coopera-
tion, mutually enriching cultural exchanges, mutual as-
sistance in security, and solidarity and coordination in 
international affairs.

2. The two sides commend the China-Africa ten 
cooperation plans put forward by Chinese President Xi 
Jinping at the Johannesburg Summit. The two sides are 
satisfied with the progress achieved through shared ef-
forts in implementing the outcomes of the Summit. The 
two sides appreciate the convening of the Coordinators’ 
Meeting on the Implementation of the Follow-up Ac-
tions of the Johannesburg Summit of FOCAC held by 
China and Africa in Beijing in July 2016. The two sides 
pledge to further strengthen coordination and intensify 
efforts to implement the outcomes of the Johannesburg 
Summit for the well-being of the Chinese and African 
peoples. The two sides will conduct an in-depth review 
of the implementation progress and make future plan-
ning on the Seventh Ministerial Conference of the FO-
CAC in 2018.

3. The Chinese side reiterates its readiness to fur-
ther strengthen China-Africa practical cooperation in 
various areas on the basis of upholding the principles 
of sincerity, practical results, affinity and good faith and 
the values of friendship, justice and shared interests, 
which the African side appreciates. The two sides reaf-
firm their readiness to uphold the cooperative concepts 
of common, intensive, green, safe and open develop-
ment, synergize the development of China and Africa 
and work for win-win cooperation for common devel-
opment.

4. The two sides maintain that Agenda 2063 is an 

Chinese foreign ministter and his african counterparts at political consultative meeting in New York, last month
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important program for Africa to seek peace, stability, 
development and integration. The China-Africa ten co-
operation plans and the priority areas of Agenda 2063 
are highly compatible. Through comprehensively im-
plementing the ten cooperation plans, the Chinese side 
supports African countries’ efforts to achieve the goals 
set out by Agenda 2063 for political integration, infra-
structure construction, traditional and renewable en-
ergy, sustainable socio-economic development, peace, 
security and other priority areas.

5. The two sides agree that the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development charts the course for devel-
opment of all countries and international development 
cooperation. Under the relevant implementation frame-
work, the two sides will strengthen cooperation and 
join hands to build a world of lasting peace and com-
mon prosperity and a community of a shared future for 
humanity. The Chinese side calls on the international 
community to focus more on African development, es-
pecially on the development of least developed, small 
island and landlocked countries in Africa, provide more 
tangible assistance to help Africa implement the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, and support Af-
rica in achieving the sustainable development goals on 
schedule.

6. The African side congratulates China on suc-
cessfully hosting the Belt and Road Forum for Interna-
tional Cooperation, and believes that the Belt and Road 
Initiative plays a positive role in making economic glo-
balization more open, inclusive, balanced and benefi-
cial for all, and that it provides a new platform for Africa 
to participate in international cooperation. The African 
side hopes to participate more extensively in the Belt 
and Road development, and synergize the priority pro-
jects of the Programme for Infrastructure Development 
in Africa with the Belt and Road Initiative, which the 
Chinese side welcomes.

7. The two sides reiterate their continued commit-
ment to upholding the spirit of extensive consultation, 
joint efforts and shared benefit, improving the FOCAC 
mechanism. Both sides will encourage FOCAC to 
continuously play a leading role in China-Africa coop-
eration and international cooperation with Africa.

8. The two sides are satisfied with the momentum 
of more frequent high-level exchanges, strengthened 
political dialogue and deepened strategic trust between 
China and Africa in recent years. The two sides reaffirm 
their readiness to render mutual understanding and sup-
port on issues concerning their core interests and major 
concerns.

9. The two sides emphasize their continued com-
mitment to strengthening the mechanisms of economic 
and trade cooperation, deepening mutually beneficial 
cooperation on trade, investment and financing, and 
negotiating and implementing agreements on promo-
tion and protection of investment. The African side 
welcomes and supports the efforts of Chinese enter-
prises and financial institutions to invest in Africa and 
promote transfer of technologies, capacity building and 
collaboration in research and development. Bearing in 
mind the new situation of transformation and upgrad-
ing of China-Africa cooperation, the two sides agree 

to actively explore multiple forms of cooperation, including PPP 
and BOT, to promote China-Africa cooperative development and 
the progress of industrialization and economic diversification in 
Africa. The Chinese side encourages African countries to make 
use of the favorable financing model as pledged at the Johannes-
burg Summit of FOCAC. The African side appreciates the posi-
tive progress made by China in developing industrial parks and 
special economic zones in several African countries.

10. The two sides believe that the improvement of Africa’s 
agricultural value chain and agricultural processing are essential 
in the promotion of agricultural modernization in Africa. The two 
sides agree to strengthen agricultural cooperation, support imple-
mentation of the Comprehensive African Agriculture Develop-
ment Programme, help Africa promote agricultural industrializa-
tion and modernization and enhance its capacity for food security. 
The two sides will strengthen capacity building cooperation on 
African livestock development especially in the related areas 
such as feed, health and quarantine. The two sides express their 
concerns over the serious drought in parts of Africa caused by El 
Nino. The African side expresses appreciation to the Chinese side 
for its timely food assistance to affected African countries.

11. The two sides maintain that the sustainable exploitation 
and utilization of African ocean resources are conducive to ac-
celerating African economic diversification. The two sides will 
promote new economic growth drivers in areas including Blue 
Economy development, offshore aquaculture, marine transporta-
tion, shipbuilding, construction of ports and port industrial parks, 
and marine scientific research.

12. The two sides emphasize their readiness to continuously 
strengthen cooperation and communication on medical treat-
ment, medicine production, preventing and combating major 
contagious diseases, traditional medicine and other areas. The 
African side appreciates China’s long-term support for Africa’s 
health development and leading role in helping Africa defeat the 

Ebola epidemic.
13. The two sides reaffirm their commitment to upholding the 

principles of sincere friendship and mutual respect, actively pro-
moting dialogue, exchanges and mutual learning among civiliza-
tions, and enhancing mutual understanding among their peoples 
to provide strong cultural and public support for win-win coop-
eration for common development. The two sides agree to sustain 
the momentum of high-level cultural engagements and encour-
age and support the participation by Chinese and African art and 
culture groups and artists in international cultural and art activities.

14. The two sides agree to develop their cooperation in the 
tourism sector to work towards the establishment of more direct 
air routes, improved safety and quality and increased tourism in-
vestment. The two sides support tourism promotion activities in 
each other’s countries and continue to facilitate travels by their 
nationals between China and Africa. The two sides encourage and 
support the establishment of tourist offices in China and Africa.

15. The two sides will continue to strengthen communication 
and cooperation in education and human resources development 
and work toward harnessing the advantages of Africa’s natural 
and human resources into sustainable development outcomes that 
will benefit the people.

16. The two sides positively evaluate the Africa-China High-
Level Dialogue and Think Tank Forum on Fighting Against 
Poverty for Common Prosperity co-organized by the Chinese 
Follow-up Committee of FOCAC and the AU Commission and 
held at the AU headquarter in June 2017. The two sides view pov-
erty reduction for development as an important new area of coop-
eration and agree to strengthen experience sharing and practical 
cooperation in the area.

17. The Chinese side appreciates and continues to support the 
important role played by the AU and African sub-regional organi-
zations in promoting African efforts of gaining strength through 
unity and advancing African integration. The Chinese side will 

increase cooperation with the AU on major in-
ternational and regional issues, and continue to 
support capacity-building of the AU and African 
sub-regional organizations and support regional 
economic integration. The Chinese side will im-
plement the pledge of US$100 million of free 
military aid to the AU and support the building of 
the African Center for Disease Control.

18. The two sides agree that the world is ex-
periencing major transformation and the momen-
tum for the rise of emerging markets and develop-
ing countries is strong. Strengthened China-Africa 
solidarity and cooperation for common develop-
ment is of strategic significance for world multi-
polarity and democracy in international relations. 
The Chinese and African sides will strengthen co-
ordination and cooperation in international affairs, 
safeguard the common interests of developing 
countries, build a new type of international rela-
tions featuring win-win cooperation, and promote 
the development of the world in a more balanced, 
equitable and inclusive manner.

19. The two sides emphasize their com-
mitments to strictly adhere to the purposes and 
principles of the UN Charter, respect each other’s 
sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity, 
respect and support each country’s choice of de-
velopment according to its national conditions, 
and oppose interference in the internal affairs of 
other countries and the willful resort to the use or 
threat of force.

20. The two sides firmly uphold the UN’s 
core position and role in international affairs, and 
reaffirm the need for reform of the UN. The two 
sides reaffirm that the historical injustice endured 
by African countries should be undone and priori-
ty should be given to increasing the representation 
of African countries in the UN Security Council 
and other agencies .

21. The two sides note that anti-globalization, 
trade protectionism, falling commodity prices and 
policy uncertainty of developed economies have 
exerted a negative impact on the development 
environment of emerging markets and develop-
ing countries. The two sides reaffirm their com-
mitment to building an open world economy, urge 
developed economies to take responsible fiscal 
and monetary policies, and call on the interna-
tional community to strengthen macroeconomic 
policy communication and coordination, improve 
global economic governance, and promote the 
robust, balanced and sustainable growth of the 
world economy.

22. The two sides appreciate the outcomes of 
the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) COP21 (Paris Con-
ference) and COP22 (Marrakech Conference), 
and pledge to fully implement the UNFCCC and 
its Paris Agreement. The two sides will strengthen 
dialogue and cooperation on climate change and 
green development to enhance African countries’ 
capacity for climate mitigation and adaptation. 

The two sides call on and encourage parties of 
the Paris Agreement to fully implement the agree-
ment, particularly the commitment of developed 
countries to provide financial, technological and 
capacity building support to developing countries 
in addressing climate change.

23. The two sides agree that terrorism poses a 
serious threat to regional peace, economic devel-
opment and social stability. China commends and 
supports African efforts in fighting against terror-
ism. The Chinese and African sides are commit-
ted to strengthening counter-terrorism communi-
cation and cooperation, deepening development 
cooperation, working to eliminate the root causes 
of terrorism, and jointly promoting world peace 
and stability. Both sides agree on the need to 
strengthen international efforts to cut off terrorist 
groups’ channels for obtaining financial and other 
forms of support.

24. The two sides maintain that Africa be-
longs to African people, who have the wisdom 
and ability to properly address their domestic is-
sues. The international community should fully 
respect the leading position of African countries 
and regional organizations in solving African is-
sues, and play a constructive role in solving Af-
rican hotspot issues. The African side expresses 
its desire to strengthen cooperation with China in 
peace and security affairs. The Chinese side reaf-
firms its continued commitment to constructively 
participating in African peace and security affairs, 
supporting Africa’s efforts to promote its capabil-
ity of maintaining peace and stability, and dis-
patching peacekeeping personnel to Africa under 
the UN framework.

25. The African side commends the UN Se-
curity Council open debate on peace and security 
in Africa, which was initiated by China during 
China’s Security Council Presidency in July 2017. 
The two sides agree that supporting Africa in 
achieving peace, stability and development serves 
the common interests of the world’s people, and is 
the shared responsibility of the international com-
munity. The two sides will continue to work with 
international partners to support the efforts of the 
AU and African sub-regional organizations to re-
solve the issues of peace and security in Africa and 
encourage the UN to increase peacekeeping sup-
port to Africa in areas such as funding, equipment 
and personnel training. The two sides welcome 
greater contribution by all parties of the interna-
tional community to help Africa achieve lasting 
peace and sustainable development.

26. The two sides reaffirm their readiness 
to continuously strengthen consultation and co-
ordination of positions relating to China-Africa 
relations and international and regional issues of 
common interest through political consultations 
between Chinese and African foreign ministers, 
the relevant mechanisms of FOCAC and bilateral 
frameworks.
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The Chinese Council for the 
Promotion of the South-South 
Cooperation has launched a new 

wave to explore the French-speaking 
western African markets in Cameroon, 
Cote D’Ivoire and Congo (Brazzaville) 
by leading a 30-odd member delegation 
of entrepreneurs to visit the countries.

Addressing the conference on 
investment and trade between China 
and Congo (Brazzaville) on Monday, 
Annick Patricia Mongo, director 
general of the Agency for the Promotion 
of Investment in Congo, said that she 
hoped Congo could be the country of 
priority for Chinese entrepreneurs to 
invest in central Africa.

That hope is based on several reasons, 
she said. First, Congo has set up the Sino-
Congolese Bank for Africa (BSCA), a 
joint venture between the Congolese 
government and the Agriculture Bank of 
China; Congo is a portal country to the 
Western African market, with a deep-
water port on the west coast along the 
Atlantic Ocean; the political situation in 
Congo is quite stable; the government of 
Congo approved to promote investment 
in the country in 2015 and the Agency 
for the Promotion of Investment in 
Congo will provide detailed information 
on investment and opportunities to enter 

the country.
“We hope the Congolese enterprises 

and Chinese enterprises will form a 
sound cooperation partnership,” she 
said.

In his speech at the conference, 
Lyu Xinhua, president of the council, 
said that the Chinese Council for 
the Promotion of the South-South 
Cooperation is willing to provide a 
platform for the Congolese and Chinese 
enterprises to exchange information and 
form partnership.

“We are glad that the council today 
meets with the Chinese entrepreneurs to 
discuss with Congolese counterparts on 
investment and business partnership,” 
he said, “Congo is the third leg but the 
most important destination of the visit.”

He said the reasons to choose Congo 
for the visit are that Congo boasts a 
sound investment environment, the 
infrastructure construction shows a 
growing momentum and the Chinese 
enterprises are willing to be involved 
in the industrialization process of the 
country.

China is the top trade partner and the 
largest engineering project contractor 
of Congo. The Special Economic Zone 
under construction in Pointe Noire is the 
flagship project of Chinese-Congolese 

Congo wants Chinese investment in central Africa

A local businesswoman talks to a member of the delegation with the help of the interpreter at the 
conference on investment and trade between China and Congo (Brazzaville)
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Mozambique to introduce Chinese acupuncture to public hospitals
Mozambique’s Ministry 

of Health has said it will 
introduce acupuncture, a 
traditional Chinese medical 
treatment, to main provincial 
hospitals in the country’s 
central and northern regions 
next year.

The announcement was 
made by Martinho Dgedge, the 

ministry’s general inspector, 
at the end of the first training 
session on traditional Chinese 
medicine in the capital 
Maputo.

“Acupuncture has been 
assimilated by modern and 
conventional medicine. With 
scientific researches conducted 
in several countries, its 

therapeutic effects have been 
recognized and explained in 
papers published in scientific 
journals. It has gained more 
and more credibility and 
influence,” said Dgedge.

Acupuncture consists 
of stimulation of specific 
acupoints with needles and 
is widely used in China. 

Many Western countries 
have already adopted this 
therapeutic approach.

During the 75-day training 
course, local doctors learned 
Chinese medicine techniques, 
including the use of needles to 
stimulate nerves, massage, the 
cupping therapy, among other 
practices.

cooperation, Lyu said.
The delegation consists of 

entrepreneurs in the sectors of finance, 
machine-building, energy, agriculture, 
textile, security, culture and education.

Zhou Fuming, director general of 
Suzhou Mike Textile, who has set up a 
textile and dyeing company in Ethiopia, 
said that he learned more about Western 
Africa, the population, the resource and 
demand so that he would be able to bring 
Chinese resources to Africa and the 
Africans’ to China.

He said the visit was quite fruitful 
thanks to the enthusiasm for cooperation 
in the western African countries he has 
visited.

“In Cameroon and Cote d’Ivoire, 
I have reached consensus with the 
entrepreneurs who have the intent to 
cooperate with me in textile production 
and products,” he said.

Lyu also eased local worries about 
the pollution that comes along with 
industrialization.

“Some media claim that the Chinese 
investment would cause pollution in 
the host country,” he said. “It was true 
during the first 30 years of China’s 
opening-up while China was attracting 
foreign investment, pollution was an 
issue,” he said.

“However, in recent years, the 
Chinese government no longer tolerates 
the existence of polluting enterprises,” 
he said. “And we will not allow the 
overseas projects invested in by Chinese 
investors to cause pollution.”

Besides, the Congolese government 
can adopt the most strict standards on 
pollution for the Chinese companies and 
the Chinese investors will consciously 
follow the rules and regulations set by 
the Congolese government, he said.

Sun Xinwei, deputy general manager 
of China State Construction Engineering 
Corp Central and Western African 
Region, advised that Chinese companies 
engaging in any large infrastructure 
projects in Congo should be aware of 
expenses for the period after the project 
is completed and before the official 
operation, as the Congolese government 
is suffering from an economic downturn 
due to oil price drop from 2014, which 
results in delayed payment.
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Ghanaian official calls for utilizing Chinese 
support to develop solar irrigation 
Ghana needs to 

take advantage of 
China’s support 

to the South-South 
Cooperation to develop 
solar irrigation facilities 
for farmers across the 
country in the face of high 
power tariffs, an official 
of the Ghana Irrigation 
Development Authority 
(GIDA) said.

This, the official 
believes, will enable the 
farmers remain profitable 
and competitive in their 
chosen vocation.

Francis Ohemeng, 
Director of Irrigation 
Technology and 
Innovations Department 
at GIDA observed

At a one-day workshop 
on solar energy technology 
held here Tuesday, Francis 
Ohemeng, Director of 
Irrigation Technology and 
Innovations Department 
at GIDA observed that 
increasing electricity 
cost has been a major 

hindrance to growth in 
the agricultural industry 
and especially irrigated 
agriculture.

The workshop 
organized by the United 
Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) in 
collaboration with Ghana’s 
Energy Commission was 
to introduce some top 
Chinese renewable energy 
institutions to public and 
private sector players in 
Ghana’s energy industry.

“Renewable energy is 
a good option to develop 
agriculture because it 
provides the needed 
support by increasing the 
energy supply required to 
distribute water all year 
without any interference 
and at an affordable cost,” 
Ohemeng said.

“The use of Solar PVs 
has come at an opportune 
time especially when 
the government intends 
to implement flagship 
policies such as the One-

Village-One-Dam; One-
District-One-Factory; and 
Planting for Food and 
jobs,” he said.

Beside favorable 
government policy and 
available sunshine as 
some of the incentives for 
investment, the official 
said investors should 
also take advantage 
of financing available 
under the South-South 
Cooperation, to which 
China has pledged 
financing support.

Ghana’s agriculture 
depends heavily on 
rainfalls which becomes 
erratic, causing much 
headache to farmers and 
consumers.

The UNDP is leading 
the implementation of 
the China-Ghana-Zambia 
Renewable Energy 
Technology Transfer 
(RETT) program, a 
trilateral cooperation 
project, implemented by 
the governments of China, 

Ghana and Zambia, 
which aims at enhancing 
transfer of knowledge 
on renewable energy 
technologies from China 
to other African countries 
including Ghana and 
Zambia.

Zhang Weidong, 
Program Manager for 
UNDP China said the 
RETT program is, among 
other things, geared 
towards achieving rural 
access to modern energy 
and testing a demand-
driven approach under 
South-South Cooperation 
for knowledge transfer 
on renewable energy 
technology.

The project, including 
the development of 
appropriate solar 
irrigation systems for 
rural farmers, will 
ensure renewable energy 
technology transfer, 
capacity building, and 
experience sharing among 
the tripartite countries. 

Belt and Road media forum held in China
The 2017 Media Cooperation 

Forum on Belt and Road 
hosted by China’s People’s Daily 

newspaper opened on September 19, 
2017 in Dunhuang, Gansu Province in the 
northwestern part of the country. Over 460 
media practitioners took part in the one-
day event, including more than 160 Chinese 
journalists and 303 media executives from 
156 countries.

The forum saw the opening of the People’s 
Daily International Study Centre made up 
of 10 experienced media practitioners from 
across the world. The Belt and Road Media 
Cooperation Centre and Cross-border Joint 
Reporting Project was also launched. It is 
equally composed of tested journalists from 
across the globe. Addressing the opening, 
Zhang Ping, Vice Chairman, Standing 

Committee of the 12th National People’s 
Congress, NPC, said the China-driven 
Belt and Road Initiative has since gained 
international acknowledgement and was 
now a concrete plan.

Referring to the Media Cooperation 
Forum on Belt and Road, he said it has 
since four years become the largest media 
gathering in the world. Zhang Ping said 
the many cooperation deals reached ever 
since have enhanced communication and 
exchanges between the world’s media. 
Yang Zhenwou, President of People’s Daily, 
noted that the media forum has over the 
years drawn the most representative global 
media attendance. He said the forum has 
enhanced understanding and exchanges 
amongst media professionals, given that 
23 MOUs were signed over the years with 

various foreign media. Moreover, 3,000 
media professionals were invited to China 
for training and over 200 seminars and 
dialogues held all over the world.

According to Xavier à Tiati Messe, 
Managing Editor of L’Anecdote newspaper 
in Cameroon, the organization of the forum 
is a good idea because journalists need to 
continue to retrain. “The media in most 
countries that attended the conference has 
so much experience we can learn from,” 
he said. He challenged Africa, especially 
countries in Central and West Africa, to take 
advantage of the Belt and Road Initiative 
for the private sector to also draw benefits. 
“China is opening up to the world in various 
ways and Africa needs to make maximum 
use of all these opportunities,” Xavier Messe 
counselled.



12 ChinAfrica Newsletter/October 2017 News

CCS to host workshop on Communist 
Party of China’s 19th National Congress
The Center for China Studies, 

(CCS) will on the 18th of 
October host a workshop on 

the 19th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China that will 
open in Beijing, China on the same 
date. 

The workshop under the theme of 
the “World Significance of the 19th 
National Congress of the CPC and 
its Implications for China-Africa 
Cooperation,” will draw participants 
from the academia, diplomatic 
community, political parties, Think 
Tanks and the business community.

The national congress of the 
Communist Party of China is one of 
world’s most heralded political event 
that usually attract worldwide attention 
from scholars, political and business 
leaders.

In the past five years, Chinese 
economy has grown in huge leap, 
becoming the second largest economy 

in the world after the United States.
General Secretary of the CPC and 

President of the country, Xi Jinping is 
credited with repositioning the party 
since the past five years and especially 
improving its governance capability.

Since his election, to the General 
Secretary of the party and President of 
the country, Xi Jinping has deepened 
reforms, battled graft at high and 
low levels, win national acclaim for 
steering the economy to new levels 
and rejuvenating key institutions of 
China’s national life.

On the international scene, the “Belt 
and Road” international cooperation 
framework, which he announced in 
2013, has been widely and globally 
acclaimed as the most inclusive process 
of globalization, giving opportunities 
to all countries and people to engage 
each other in a community of shared 
interest.

President Xi Jinping has also set 

and raised to unprecedented levels, the 
China-Africa cooperation through the 
mechanism of the “Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation,” (FOCAC), and 
bilateral relations with individual 
countries.

In 2015 at the summit of the FOCAC 
heads of state and government, in the 
South-Africa’s city of Johannesburg, 
he outlined ten cooperation plans 
and provided a 60 billion U.S dollars 
funding.

Since, the plan came into effect, 
the landscape of Africa, especially in 
heavy infrastructure, capacity building, 
training, agricultural modernization 
and industrialization has picked steady 
momentum.

The 19th national congress of the 
CPC expected to consolidate the gains 
of President Xi wide-ranging initiatives 
both domestically and internationally 
with a view to spur shared prosperity 
and inclusive development.

CCS director to address 
8th World Socialist 
Forum in Beijing

The director of the Center 
for China Studies, CCS Mr 
Charles Onunaiju, will ad-

dress the 8th World Socialist Forum, 
in Beijing, People’s Republic of Chi-
na.

The forum organized by the 
Chinese Academy of Social Sci-
ence (CASS) under the theme of the 
“Characteristics of the Times of great 
Development and October Revolu-
tion and the World Socialist move-
ment.” will hold from the 14th to the 
15th of October and according to the 
organizers will be attended by thirty 
(35) foreign experts from across the 
world and sixty five (65) Chinese ex-
perts.

The director of CCS, Mr Charles 
Onunaiju is expected to deliver ad-
dress on the topic of the “Objective 

Revolutionary Pressures in Africa 
and the Relevance of Marxist-Lenin-
ist Theory.”

The Chinese Academy of Social 
Science (CASS) is the premier aca-
demic and comprehensive research 
orgnisation and national center in 
the People’s Republic of China for 
study in the field of philosophy and 

social sciences, with the obligation 
of advancing and innovating in the 
scientific researches of philosophy, 
social sciences and policies.

CASS was described by America’s 
most influential academic journal 
“Foreign Policy” as the top Think 
Tank in Asia. CASS is affiliated to 
the China’s State Council.

Director of CCS, Mr Charles Onunaiju
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Africa Must Strengthen Cooperation With China To Reduce Poverty

African countries 
need to strengthen 
their partnership 

with China in areas that advance 
socio-economic transformation as 
outlined in the continent’s Agenda 
2063, experts said on Wednesday 
during a meeting in the Ethiopian 
capital, Addis Ababa.

While acknowledging that 
poverty, disease and civil turmoil 
remain key challenges in Africa, 
the experts proposed a strategic 
collaboration with China to help 
address them conclusively.

“Under Agenda 2063, African 
countries have a responsibility of 
ensuring there are reduced levels 
of extreme poverty in the region 
by 2063,” Apollos Nwafor, the 
Pan Africa Director of Ethiopia-
based Oxfam International told 
Xinhua during an interview.

“There exists an opportunity 
for African countries to pursue 
partnerships with China to speed 
industrialization which would 
then result to creation of jobs 
for the citizens of the African 
continent. In the long term we 
will see a reduction of poverty in 
Africa,” he added.

The Sino-African trade 
relation has been on the rise in the 
past decade as China continues 
to expand its investments in the 
service sector mainly through 
infrastructural and manufacturing 
developments.

In 2000, China-Africa trade 
volumes stood at 10 billion 
U.S. dollars; by 2014, the value 
had shot to 220 billion dollars 
according to Fourth China-Africa 
Industrial Forum (CAIF). With 
such pace, the country targets 

The implementation of the outcome of the 
2015 Johannesburg Summit of the Forum 
on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) 

has boosted the development of Africa and its 
relations with China, a Chinese envoy said. 

Chinese Ambassador to Zambia Yang Youming 
said Africa has developed faster over the last 

couple of years following the summit.
He said next year will be the last year for the 

implementation of the Johannesburg FOCAC 
framework arrangement, adding that a new 
arrangement will have to come into effect.

The 19th National Congress of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) to be held next month in 

Beijing will inject a new impetus into China’s 
rejuvenation drive and create good prospects for 
China-Africa friendly cooperation, he said.

At the Johannesburg summit, China committed 
60 billion U.S. dollars to fund the implementation 
of cooperation programs over the next three 
years. 

Johannesburg FOCAC gives impetus to Africa’s development: Chinese envoy 

to reach 400 billion 
dollars by 2020.

However, Nwafor 
was emphatic on 
equally shifting 
focus on balancing 
trade flows between 
China and respective 
African counties to 
draw mutual benefits 
and spur both-end 
advancements.

“It is important that 
the African continent 
transforms from 
being an exporter 
of raw materials 
to a processor 
that manufactures 
products consumable 
in Africa and in other 
countries such as 
China,” he said.

I m p o r t a n t l y , 
China need to engage 
in multiple co-
operations with the 
African countries 
to assist them in 
achieving the Agenda 
2063 of reducing 
extreme poverty and 
transforming the 
continent, observed 
Gideon Jalata,the 
Program Manager 
for Africa-China 
Dialogue Platform.

“The partnerships 
have the potential 
of bringing 

more benefits to 
Africa profoundly 
transforming its status 
and opening more 
job opportunities to 
unemployed youth,” 
said Jalata.

It is therefore very 
critical that Africa 
and China establish 
a mutual engagement 
mechanism to ensure 
Africans benefit from 
the co-operations,” he 
added.

The accomplished 
scholar said Africa 
must be empowered 
to address its 
problems instead of 
being provided with 
short-term donations.

“Aid is not a 
solution to African 
problems. What 
Africa needs is 
technical support 
to be able to tackle 
their own problems,” 
Jalata said.

China transferring 
its technological 
prowess to the African 
youth would be a step 
forward to creating 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s 
becoming the engines 
of industrialization in 
the region, he said. 
Enditem

Africa Must Strengthen Cooperation With China To Reduce Poverty
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Kenya, China sign tax treaty to boost bilateral ties 
K enya and China 

have signed an 
agreement on 

the avoidance of  double 
taxation that  aims to boost 
bi lateral  commercial  t ies , 
Kenyan officials  have said.

Cabinet  Secretary in the 
National  Treasury Henry 
Rotich told a media briefing 
in Nairobi  that  the deal 
wil l  create certainty to the 
tax payers on the taxation 
of  various cross-border 
incomes derived from either 
country.

“The agreement aims to 
boost  t rade and investments 
between China and Kenya 
by ensuring investors who 
pay tax in one jurisdict ion 
should not  pay tax again 
in the other jurisdict ion,” 
Rotich said.

The tax treaty was 
negotiated and concluded 
during a meeting by top 
officials  of  both nat ions 
that  was held in Beij ing in 
November 2016.

Rotich said that  the deal 
wil l  increase the f low of 
Chinese capital  into Kenya 
as Chinese investors wil l 
f ind Kenya as a favorable 
taxation regime.

He noted that  the 

attending a signing ceremony in Nairobi, Kenya. Kenya and China on Thursday signed an agree-
ment on the avoidance of double taxation that aims to boost bilateral commercial ties, Kenyan 
officials said
agreement comes at  an ideal 
t ime when Kenya is  wooing 
Chinese investors looking 
for  low cost  manufacturing 
dest inat ions.

“Through the National 
Trade Policy we have 
developed polices that 
aim to create incentives 
for  foreign manufacturers 
including those from China 
to set  up operat ions in 
Kenya,” he said.

The Treasury official 
noted that  benefi ts  of  the 
agreement wil l  far  outweigh 
the loss of  tax revenue.

Chinese Ambassador 
to Kenya Liu Xianfa said 
that  the tax agreement wil l 
enhance Kenya’s posi t ion 
as a  favori te  dest inat ion for 
Chinese investments.

“I  bel ieve more Chinese 
wil l  invest  in Kenya and 
in the process create more 

employment opportunit ies 
and skil l  t ransfer  to locals ,” 
Liu added.

Liu noted that  the 
agreement wil l  s trengthen 
exist ing cooperat ion 
between the tax 
administrat ions of  both 
nat ions through capacity 
building and exchange 
programs. 

China pledges to support Somalia’s development

Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi has met with So-
mali Prime Minister Has-

san Ali Khaire on the sidelines of 
the United Nations General Assem-
bly, pledging China’s support for So-
malia’s development.

China and Somalia enjoy a long 
history of friendship, Wang said, 
adding that China was one of the 
countries that first recognized So-
malia’s independence and Somalia 
was the first country in East Africa 
to establish diplomatic relations 
with China.

China has always supported 
Somalia in preserving its national 

sovereignty, security and territorial 
integrity, and supports peace and 
reconstruction in the country, he 
said.

With authorization of related UN 
resolutions, China has deployed its 
navy fleet to carry out escort mis-
sions in the waters off Somalia, 
which has contributed to maintain-
ing security there, he added.

China supports the Somali gov-
ernment in leading its people to 
embark on the path of peaceful de-
velopment soon, Wang said.

China is willing to cooperate 
with Somalia in various fields and 
help Somalia preserve peace, de-

velop its economy and improve its 
people’s livelihood so as to continu-
ously strengthen its self-develop-
ment skills, Wang added.

Khaire, for his part, said the So-
mali people always remember Chi-
na’s support and help for Somalia’s 
independence and development.

Somalia highly values China’s in-
ternational status and its important 
role in promoting Africa’s develop-
ment, Khaire said.

Somalia supports the China-
proposed Belt and Road Initiative 
and hopes that it will play a unique 
role in jointly building the Belt and 
Road, he added.



China-built dual carriage way ends traffic gridlock in Nairobi’s poorer suburbs

China-Guinea cooperation gains momentum: Xi 

Kenya’s businessman Ben Maina 
used to grapple with hours of traffic snarl 
up while driving along Nairobi’s Outering 
Road before it was upgraded into a dual 
carriage way by China’s SINOHYDRO 
Corporation.

The middle aged entrepreneur 
regretted heavy losses incurred while 
transporting merchandise to his clients due 
to traffic gridlock that was synonymous 
with the road before its upgrade.

During an interview with Xinhua 
on Wednesday Maina was upbeat as he 
narrated how a gridlock free drive along 
the 13 kilometers dual carriage way has 
injected fresh vitality into his printing 
business.

“Having been an entrepreneur for the 
last ten years, I can say without fear of 
contradiction that traffic congestion along 

Outer ring road undermined my quest for 
success,” Maina said.

The father of three left formal 
employment to establish a mid-sized 
printing business in a working suburb 
located on the eastern edge of the Kenyan 
capital, Nairobi.

Maina’s painful experience with 
traffic snarl up as he struggled to build 
his business from scratch never dissuaded 
him from dreaming for a better tomorrow.

When the ministry of transport 
announced partial opening of Outer ring 
road in late July, Maina and his business 
associates sighed with relief aware that the 
days of traffic snarl up and attendant lost 
man hours were over.

“Its upgrade into a four lane dual 
carriage way has nevertheless unleashed 
an avalanche of benefits that include ease 

Chinese President Xi Jinping has hailed 
momentum in China-Guinea ties, say-
ing the two countries should continue 

to understand and support each other in core 
interests and major concerns.

Xi made the remarks when meeting Guin-
ean President Alpha Conde, who came to the 
southeastern Chinese coastal city of Xiamen 
to attend the Dialogue of Emerging Market 
and Developing Countries.

Xi said China and Guinea set up a com-
prehensive strategic cooperative partnership 
one year ago, and China attaches great impor-
tance to bilateral relations.

“Both countries should consolidate politi-
cal mutual trust and carry forward their tradi-
tional friendship. China is willing to strength-
en cooperation with Guinea in infrastructure, 
mining and agriculture,” he said.

The president called for more people-to-
people exchanges and better cooperation in 
science and education, human resources de-
velopment, media and think tanks, and youth 
and women.

Xi pledged enhanced cooperation in peace 
and security, saying China is ready to support 
Guinea in maintaining stability and ensuring 
law enforcement.

“The two countries should deepen their 
cooperation in multilateral affairs and China 
backs Guinea holding the rotating presidency 
of theAfrican Unionin promoting a united and 
stronger Africa,” Xi said.

Xi said China and Africa are good friends 
and China has proposed to forge relations 
with Africa based on sincerity, real results, 
friendship and good faith, in order to achieve 
mutual cooperation and common develop-

ment.
“We welcome Guinea and other African 

countries to actively participate in the Belt 
and Road Initiative to benefit the Chinese and 
African people,” Xi said.

Conde thanked Xi for inviting him to the 
dialogue, saying Guinea is willing to enhance 
cooperation with China in fishery, mining and 
west African development.

“African countries speak highly of Chi-
na’s proposition of respecting their efforts 
in solving African problems on their own,” 
Conde said.

Conde pledged closer dialogue and deeper 
cooperation in international affairs between 
the African Union and China.

After the meeting, the two leaders wit-
nessed the signing of a series of bilateral co-
operation documents.

China-built dual carriage way ends traffic gridlock in Nairobi’s poorer suburbs
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of movement to densely populated 
suburbs and the industrial heartland 
of this capital where majority of my 
clients are found,” he added.

“Our relationship with clients 
has improved tremendously since 
it is now possible to deliver goods 
ahead of schedule now that traffic 
jam along outer ring road has been 
confined to the dust bin of history,” 
said Maina.

He is among thousands of 
Nairobi’s budding entrepreneurs 
and working class people who are 
relishing the partial opening of Outer 
ring road.

The China-built four lane 
dual carriage way is not only an 
architectural marvel but has as well 
revitalized urban renewal in a rapidly 
developing metropolis.

Kenyan officials are optimistic 
that an upgraded outer ring road will 
not only revolutionize urban transport 
but also stimulate commerce in 
Nairobi’s densely populated eastern 
suburbs.

Silas Kinoti, the Acting Director 
General of Kenya Urban Roads 
Authority (KURA), said in an 
opinion piece published by a local 
daily in August that outer ring road 
will pave way for fast and efficient 
movement of people and goods in 
Nairobi and its environs.

“Outer ring road is expected 
to improve accessibility to the 
Eastlands area, reduce travel time 
for commuters and increase property 
value besides boosting the general 
business environment for informal 
traders,” Kinoti said.

His sentiments were shared by 

ordinary Kenyans who previously 
endured hours of agony in traffic 
gridlock while commuting to work 
or residential premises.

James Okumbe, a real estate 
agent in his early 50s, said that 
an upgraded outer ring road has 
transformed his business within a 
short period.

The father of four told Xinhua 
that his relationship with clients has 
improved since he is able to commute 
to their stations in record speed using 
a taxi or public service vehicle.

“Before the outer ring road was 
expanded, I used to quarrel with 
clients since it took hours to meet 
them for a business transaction due to 
traffic jam,” said Okumbe.

“That chapter has now been 
closed with the opening of a dual 
carriage way where vehicular traffic 
jam does not arise at any time of the 
day,” he added.

The African Development Bank 
(AfDB) provided 80 million U.S. 
dollars for the upgrade of the road 
that commenced in late 2014 and is 
expected to be completed before the 
end of the year.

It is part of a long-term master 
plan to revolutionize road transport 
in Nairobi’s metropolitan region in 
a bid to stimulate investments in key 
sectors like manufacturing, retail and 
financial services.

Kenyans who reside in the 
densely populated Nairobi’s eastern 
suburbs have enjoyed a hassle free 
commute to their work stations since 
the upgraded outer ring road became 
operational.

News
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Party Congress and insights into China governance

The 19th National Congress 
of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC) will attract 

domestic attention in coming weeks. 
This process may be familiar in 
Chinese political culture but it is not 
very well known in some parts of the 
world. Naturally it provides a good 
opportunity to better understand China. 
The development of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics is interwoven 
into the CPC National Congress and - 
if carefully studied - can offer useful 
insights into China’s governance.

President Xi Jinping’s leadership is 
expected to be widely endorsed. Apart 
from internal political developments, 
the Congress will monitor progress 
achieved in the last five years and set 
new priorities until 2022. The fight 
against corruption deserves special 
emphasis. There are several politicians 
- in different countries - who regularly 
talk about the need to eradicate 
corruption. But what distinguishes an 
opportunist politician from a real leader 
is deeds not words. 

President Xi Jinping greeting some party officials during the last congress
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Xi has succeeded in this aspect 
and this is acknowledged by almost 
all international media. He showed 
no fear in removing immunity 
and relaxing protection of some 
CPC members. And his effort goes 
beyond influential figures to people 
working in local governments, public 
institutions, State-owned enterprises 
and financial institutions irrespective 
of their position. Through extended 
investigations and inspections, Xi has 
managed to make his anti-corruption 
campaign popular with ordinary 
residents and unpopular with the 
elite. The gradual transformation of 
the Chinese economy is an additional 
element of progress achieved and 
outlines future perspectives. It is not 
any longer about numbers. When 
Xi started to govern five years ago, 
double-digit growth numbers were 
being annually monitored. This could 
not last forever. Chinese leadership 
realized that what mattered more 
was not necessarily quantitative but 
qualitative development. The “New 
normal” is serving this goal attaching 
importance to domestic consumption 

and some investments - especially 
green energy - instead of exports. 
Under Xi’s leadership, China also 
overcame the stock market panic of 
2015 and returned to stability. Some 
market reforms subsequently took 
place and will possibly be completed 
in the future. 

By supporting sustainable 
development, the Chinese government 
seeks to create prosperity for 
generations to come as well as 
to contribute to the reduction of 
inequality. While it never hid that 
China is a developing country and 
more work needs to be done, it has 
already eliminated poverty to a large 
extent. According to the State Council, 
China has lifted an average 13.9 million 
people out of poverty each year from 
2012 to 2016, and the annual per capita 
income in impoverished rural areas has 
grown 10.7 percent every year. Xi’s 
vision is to end poverty by 2020. 

Last but not least, the previous 
five years have seen China strengthen 
its international position. These are 

two pillars on the basis of which this 
is realized. The first is the increasing 
contribution of China to world annual 
output, slowly paving the way for 
changes in world governance. And the 
second is the implementation of the 
Belt and Road initiative which makes 
China a catalytic investor in different 
geographical regions and the driving 
force of interconnectivity among 
nations. Under Xi, Beijing is also 
showing international responsibility 
- for example in respecting the Paris 
Agreement - in an era of multiplying 
unknown and unpredictable factors. 

Approaching the 19th National 
Congress of the CPC, the Chinese 
leadership is counting on tangible 
results to function as a beacon for the 
future. Without ignoring difficulties, 
problems and challenges, the 
leadership promises hard work and 
commitment to specific objectives 
and policy guidelines. And while 
this was an internal affair in the past, 
it is certainly acquiring a broader 
dimension with China becoming a 
colossus in the world sphere.


