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Forum urges Nigeria
to explore China’s Belt
and Road Initiative
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(R-L) Deputy Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China, Mr. Li Jing, former Nigeria’s foreign Minister, Alhaji Aminu Wali,
Representataive of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and director, Centre for China Studies, (CCS) at a Round-table dialogue on the
China’s Initiated Belt and Road framework and the prospects to deepen Sino-Africa cooperation, that held in Abuja, last month.
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Forum urges Nigeria to explore China’s Belt and Road Initiative

T

he Dialogue on the China’s initiated Silk
Road project of international cooperation
otherwise known as the “Belt and Road,”
or by its full name of the “Silk Road Economic
Belt” and the “21st Century Maritime Silk
Road,” organized by the Center for China
Studies was held in Abuja last month, under
the chairmanship of Nigeria,s former foreign
minister, who was also the country,s former
ambassador to China, Alhaji Aminu Bashir
Wali. The deputy ambassador of the Peoples
Republic of China to Nigeria, Mr. Li Jing
delivered goodwill remarks to the Roundtable, outlining the prospects of enormous
contributions, the Belt and Road Initiative can
make to the existing robust bilateral cooperation
between China and Nigeria in particular and
Sino-Africa cooperation in general.
Seeking to foster global connectivity
through massive overland, maritime and
digital infrastructures across the globe, it
attempts to revamp the spirit of the ancient silk
roads through which commerce and culture
flourished and ideas, crafts and peoples intermingled to generate one of history’s recorded
outstanding civilizations. At the behest of the
Chinese leadership, a reconstruction of the
spirit of the ancient Silk Road in contemporary
time to drive an inclusive global development
and build a community of shared future for
mankind is a major thrust of the Belt and
Road initiative. As a strategy of connectivity
across countries and within countries, the Belt
and Road would spawn an elaborate network
of land, rail and maritime transport arteries
and industrial clusters along its now inclusive
global routes.
The sprawling global public goods, whose
driving philosophy is extensive consultations,
joint contributions and shared benefits was
the core subject of the Round-Table dialogue
which was chaired by former Nigeria’s Foreign
Minister and former ambassador to the People’s
Republic of China, Alhaji Aminu Wali and
attended by representatives of the ministries of
Foreign Affairs, Budget and National Planning,
Industry, Trade and Investment, Senior
research fellows of foremost Nigerian Think
Tanks – Nigerian Institute of International
Affairs, (NIIA), Center for Strategic Research
and studies (CSRS) of the National Defence
College, University scholars, representatives
of organized business sectors and large
representation of media practitioners.
The dialogue explored the international
context of the Belt and Road cooperation
and agreed that it would drive an inclusive
and participatory international system that
would accord with the historic struggles of the
developing nations for a fair, equitable and new
international economic order. The dialogue
recognized that the core features of the Belt and
Road, which is essentially connectivity, is at the
heart of the contemporary challenge of Africa
and therefore, urged Africa in general and
Nigeria, in particular, to play decisive roles in the
mechanism of the Belt and Road by appropriate
policy engagement. As a strategic framework
of an inclusive international cooperation, the
Belt and Road whose core value of extensive
consultation, joint contribution, and shared
benefits aligns with the historic struggle for
a democratic and participatory international
order by the majority of developing countries.
Specifically emphasizing the centrality of
Africa to the Belt and Road mechanism, the
deputy ambassador of the People’s Republic of

China to Nigeria, Mr. Li Jing at the dialogue,
said that the initiative has, because of its
openness and inclusiveness, spread beyond
the countries and regions along the traditional
ancient Silk road trade routes to Africa and
added that “the continent,s development
agenda are therefore in synergy with the Belt
and Road initiative,” and that there is no doubt
that Africa and Nigeria through appropriate
policy facilitation could align to the central
features of the Belt and Road to advance her
modernization and industrialization. According
to the Chinese diplomat in Nigeria, “the Forum
on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), an
engine driving Sino-Africa cooperation since
2000, is increasingly and seamlessly integrating
with the Belt and Road initiative in terms of
philosophy and mechanism and is playing a
leading role in China-Africa partnership as
a cooperation mechanism, adding that “as a
pace setter of China/Africa cooperation, China/
Nigeria bilateral cooperation can benefit a lot
from the Belt and Road initiative.”
Despite some strategic lacuna in the
Nigeria’s government, economic recovery
blueprint, the Economic Recovery and Growth
Plan (ERGP), participants at the Dialogue
noted that it represents the boldest measure in
Nigeria’s recent history to tackle the perennial
issue of infrastructure deficit, and consequently
observed that the Nigeria’s federal government
economic blueprint aligns strategically to the
core elements of the Belt and Road initiative.
The dialogue participants, therefore, called
on the federal government to lead the way
in the underlying framework of “extensive
consultation, joint contribution and shared
benefits” of the initiative and further urged
the federal government to set a high-level
commission of experts and relevant government
departments to examine and consult on how
Nigeria can engage fully with the Belt and
Road process and achieve optimum benefits
in other to strengthen the national aggregates.
More importantly, the dialogue observed that
the Belt and Road international cooperation
framework represents a significant shift in
the international system and as a key regional
power, with the largest concentration of black
people in the world, Nigeria cannot stand aloof,
while a tectonic but a less dramatic shift in the
global balance of power is taking place. The
dialogue, therefore, urged Nigeria to actively
take part in the consultative mechanism of the
Belt and Road framework, work within it, to
leave her imprint in the emerging international
economic, financial and political architecture,
which the mechanism is both the institutional
and structural expression. Nigeria, the dialogue
noted, must be at the cutting edge of new and
emerging trends in the international arena
and in this connection, exhort the Nigeria’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to liaise more
closely with research Think Tanks, relevant
scholarly communities with a view to engaging
more proactively on the changing pattern of the
international system.
The China’s initiated Belt and Road has
already spawned the creation of a major
international financial institution, the Asian
Infrastructure and Investment Bank (AIIB)
with solid capital base of one hundred billion
U.S dollars to finance infrastructure and other
related projects in Asia and other developing
nations. Currently with a membership of nearly
seventy countries across all the regions in
the world, including advanced industrialized

Chinese President, Xi Jinping
countries in the West like Germany, the
U.K, Italy etc. the bank has currently only
two Africans countries – South Africa and
Egypt but is open to membership from all
countries in the world. The dialogue urges the
Nigeria government to immediately enter into
consultation and negotiation to accede to the
membership of the AIIB, not only to access
her huge liquidity but to ensure her influence
on this strategic framework of an emerging
international financial architecture, after
having been under colonial domination when
last, a global financial system was established
in the aftermath of the World War 11 in the
1940s, that brought to the existence of the twin
Bretton Wood intuitions of the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund, the IMF.
Nigeria and China bilateral cooperation
broadly consultative and productive are
currently at all-time high, though with profuse
prospects to ever widen and deepen, can be
engaged fruitfully to find Nigeria’s structural
niche to the Belt and Road international
cooperation mechanism and optimize the
country’s exposure to the opportunities of the
Initiative. But to find the appropriate policy
framework to engage the process, Nigeria,
the Dalogue noted, must refrain from kneejerk approach, but initiate a sound approach
of properly studied and thoroughly examined
process that brings about meaningful
contribution to the process and shared benefits
to all participants, including Nigeria.
The existing of mechanism of China/Africa
cooperation, (FOCAC) is a credible and reliable
frontier for Africa’s regional engagement to
the Belt and Road international cooperation.
Already, a highly productive framework of
China-Africa cooperation, FOCAC already
established follow-up mechanisms can broaden
engagements to integrate and synergize the
core issues of the Belt and Road to achieve
optimum results.
The dialogue on the Belt and Road
initiative summarizes the mechanism as fresh
opportunities to construct a new international
system of a community of shared future for all
mankind, calling on Africa, which has largely
bore the brunt of unfair international system
to engage actively in the process and deliver
on the historic struggles of its people to bring
about a democratic and inclusive international
order, with emphasis that Nigeria must live up
to her historic destiny to lead Africa in the new
era.

Features
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Malawians welcome China-funded disaster risk
reduction projects

M

alawian residents
and
analysts
recently welcomed
clusters of China-funded
projects aimed at helping
their disaster-prone areas
build resilience and reduce
the effects of disasters.
China had last month
handed over the projects
to the United Nations
Development
Program
(UNDP) in a disaster-prone
area of central Malawi’s
Salima district, about 93 km
from the capital Lilongwe.
The handover ceremony
was attended by UNDP
Resident
Coordinator
Maria Jose Torres, Chinese
Ambassador to Malawi
Wang Shiting, and Clement
Chintu Phiri, secretary to
Malawi’s vice president and
commissioner for Disaster
Management Affairs.
Launched in June 2016,
the Disaster Risk Reduction
Small Grants Scheme
was supporting poor and
vulnerable
communities
in 15 identified disasterprone districts and were
trilateral pilot projects
being undertaken by the
Malawian government, with
the technical and financial
support of the Chinese
government and the UNDP.
Among the projects are
four evacuation centers, a
dike and two check dams
meant to hold water.
Group Village Headman
Matuwi,
community
leader in eastern Malawi’s
Mangochi district where an
evacuation center has been
constructed, was elated over
the development.
“We are very happy for
all the work you have done
for us and we welcome
this development because
it will go a long way in
helping us during floods,”
he said, adding that tackling
disasters was expensive and
unsustainable without the
support of the cooperating
partners.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang (R) meets with Malawian President Peter Mutharika in Dalian
City of northeast China’s Liaoning rovince

He especially singled
out the construction of
evacuation centers and said
this will stop the tendency
of taking people to facilities
such as schools when there
is no disaster and that the
facilities will also be used
for other purposes.
He commended the
support the Malawian
government has continued
to receive from China,
saying this has contributed
to raising people’s living
standards.
“We decided to have
this project because of the
challenge of water we were
facing during floods. The
water used to enter people’s
houses and so we used to be
displaced,” said Harrison
Katema, chairperson of
the Community Based
Organization (CBO) in
the Monkey Bay area in
Mangochi district.
He thanked China and
the UNDP for the projects,
saying they will go a long
way in building resilience

in communities against
disasters.
Senior Chief Amos
Siyabu said the construction
of the dams will have
multiple positive effects as
the dams will also be used
for fish farming ventures as
well as irrigation purposes
during dry seasons.
“We would like to thank
China and the UNDP for
hearing our cry and we wish
they could provide us with
more help because we have
so many challenges here,”
he said.
“China has a long history
of dealing with disasters as
well as the experience and
technology, so we need to
learn from each other,” said
Fang Weihua, a professor
at the Academy of Disaster
Reduction and Emergency
Management of Beijing
Normal University.
For his part, Chinese
Ambassador to Malawi
Wang thanked all the
partners involved in the
projects and promised to

continue working with
authorities in coming up
with projects to benefit the
local people.
He
said
China’s
collaboration with the
UNDP during the projects
has
been
successful,
and that the disaster risk
reduction projects will help
the communities build
resilience and reduce the
effects of disasters.
China, he said, has
always been ready to support
Malawi in times of need.
Meanwhile, the UNDP
representative said the
projects demonstrate the
successful
partnership
between the Chinese and
Malawian governments.
Torres also said the
projects were pilot projects,
and would serve as examples
for other countries.
She said many parts
of Malawi are prone to
disasters, which affect 300500 people each year and
that the projects will support
about 23,000 people.
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Chinese ambassador, Pingjian, to enrol as
student in UNICAL

T

he
Chinese
ambassador to Nigeria,
Dr. Zhou Pingjian, has
expressed intention to enrol
as a student into the Institute
of African and Asian Studies
at the University of Calabar.
Pingjian
disclosed
this, when he visited the
university’s
International
Conference Centre where
he presented scholarships
valued at N100,000 each to
47 students of the institution.
The
ambassador,
who explained that the
scholarship
programme
would be an annual event,
noted that being a part of
UNICAL will avail him the
opportunity to share China’s
success story while learning
more about Africa.
He further said the event
was to commemorate 47
years of diplomatic relations
between Nigeria and China.
On the choice of
UNICAL, he said it was
based on feasibility and
honest leadership, adding
that it is among the
leading second-generation
university in Nigeria.
He said, “The vicechancellor
wants
this
programme to be annually,
but as Chinese ambassador,

R-L: Chinese Ambassador to Nigeria, Dr. Zhou Pingjian, UNICAL VC, Prof. Zana Akpagu
and Registrar, Mr. Moses Abang

I want to give him and the
management team one
condition — I want to send
application to be a member
of the Institute of African
and Asian Studies of the
university.
“We have very good
reasons to be here annually.
From when this university
started in the ’70s, from
the records I have, it was

founded with only about
800 students, but today, the
number has grown to over
40,000. This is just one of
the many achievements of
this institution.
“The
vice-chancellor
knows so much about China
and so we chose UNICAL
to mark 47 years of NigeriaChina relations because of
the honesty of the leadership

and its feasibility.
UNICAL is a leading
second
generation
university in Nigeria; so,
I’m impressed with the
achievements so far.”
Earlier,
the
vicechancellor, Prof. Zana
Akpagu, commended the
Chinese ambassador for
choosing the institution for
the event.

…As 47 Unijos students receive scholarship

The Embassy of the People’s Republic of
China to Nigeria, has awarded scholarships to
47 deserving students of the University of Jos
Ambassador of China to Nigeria, Dr
Zhou Pingjian made the presentation to the
students at the Multi-purpose Auditorium of
the University while on a visit to Unijos as
part of a special collaboration in educational
advancement.
The Ambassador who applauded the ViceChancellor and the University Administration
for the warm hospitality and strong support
to the Chinese Community in Jos, described
UniJos as a prestigious Institution and said
Nigeria is a great nation. Dr. Pingjian noted that
Nigeria shares so many things in common with
China like the Independence Anniversaries of
both countries on 1st of October, both countries
being the most populous nations in their
continents (Africa and Asia) and both countries
being the largest economy in their continents.
The Chinese envoy disclosed that his
country is currently projecting a blue print of
understanding and cooperation with Nigeria
in the educational sector where both countries

will continually collaborate in exploiting
Educational opportunities for Research and
Development.
According to the Ambassador, China is
determined by its Vision 2020 to eradicate
poverty by 100% and stressed that this can only
be achieved when the citizens are educated.
He therefore charged Nigerians to accord
priority to Education and said a Nation will
only prosper when its young people thrive. He
assured that China would explore a variety of
opportunities with the University as requested
by the Vice-Chancellor.
Speaking earlier, the Vice-Chancellor,
University of Jos, Professor Seddi Sebastian
Maimako commended the Ambassador and
the Chinese community for their interest in the
University and finding Josites worthy of being
awarded Scholarships. Professor Maimako
charged the recipients to reciprocate the
gesture by being worthy Ambassadors of the
University and making the best use of this rare
opportunity.
The Vice-Chancellor informed the
Ambassador that the University of Jos is a

multi campus Federal University with many
faculties and Departments housing over 30,000
students.
Professor Maimako also used the
opportunity to request the Ambassador to
extend their benevolence of the scholarships to
postgraduate students and to open windows for
Exchange Programmes at Undergraduate and
Post-graduate levels where both Institutions
can tap from each other’s experience.
He also called on the Chinese Government
to further deepen its relationship with the
University by establishing a Chinese Resource
Centre for collaborative Research especially in
the area of Phyto-Medicine and congratulated
the Chinese Ambassador and all the citizens
of China on their President’s re-election for a
second term in office.
Responding, on behalf of the Awardees,
Bobai Casmir Ninyio, a visually impaired 300
level Student of the Department of Special
Education thanked God and the Chinese
Ambassador for the rare gesture and pledged
on behalf of his colleagues to make the best use
of the opportunity.

News Extra
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Morocco, China vow to enhance cooperation between
business communities

M

orocco
and
China has vowed
to
strengthen
cooperation between their
business communities.
The pledge was made
during a meeting between
Morocco’s Prime Minister
Saad Eddine El Othmani and
Jiang Zengwei, chairman of
the China Council for the
Promotion of International
Trade. Jiang is leading a

large economic delegation
on a working visit to
Morocco.
The
two
parties
highlighted the need to
boost the communication
between their economic
communities, the Moroccan
Prime Minister’s office said
in a statement.
It added that the two
sides agreed to establish
permanent
exchanges

between the communities,
with the aim to take
advantage of all available
investment opportunities.
They also commended
the long-standing friendship
between Morocco and
China, the statement said,
noting that the kingdom
is one of the first Arab and
African countries to establish
diplomatic relations with
China.

Morocco and China have
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for the
establishment of the Silk Road
business council.
The MoU was signed by
Morocco’s Employers Association
(CGEM) and China Council for
the Promotion of International
Trade (CCPIT) in Morocco’s
economic capital Casablanca.
CGEM Vice President Faical
Mekouar and CCPIT Chairman
Jiang Zengwei inked the deal at
the Morocco-China Forum, which
was attended by a number of
Moroccan and Chinese officials
and business people.
This council aims to serve as
a “platform for the industrial and
commercial sectors of the two
countries,” said the forum.
It will provide information
on investment opportunities and

help solve problems that hinder
commercial cooperation at the
international level.
Permanent exchanges of
updated information on the
economic situation of the
two countries, the regulatory
evolution, commercial data,
and industrial and commercial
policies will also be available on
this platform.
Under the deal, both CGEM
and CCPIT are committed
to creating the necessary
mechanisms for the holding of
regular meetings to examine and
evaluate the cooperation between
the two sides.
Apart from the signing of this
agreement, the forum was also
an opportunity for the business
communities from both countries
to meet and explore means to
boost bilateral cooperation.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang(R) shakes hands with King Mohammed VI of Morocco in Beijing, capital of China

...Establishes Silk Road business council

The two sides expressed
satisfaction
with
the
remarkable
development
of
the
Sino-Moroccan
cooperation in a number
of areas, notably after
Moroccan King Mohammed
VI’s official visit to China
in 2016, which was marked
by the establishment of
a strategic partnership
between the two countries.
Enditem

South Sudan official lauds China’s humanitarian aid

C

hina’s emergency relief
assistance has enhanced
the South Sudanese
government’s ability to reach
out to vulnerable people,
South Sudan’s relief agency
has said.
Santino
Bol
Muoter,
Deputy
Chairperson
of
South Sudan Relief and
Rehabilitation Commission
(RRC), told the media that
Beijing’s food and nonfood contribution last year
enabled them to assist tens of
thousands of needy people.
Last year, China provided
tonnes of assistance including
rice, tents, mosquito nets and
blankets as emergency relief
package to the war-torn East
African nation.
Muoter said the RRC was

still holding over 69,000 bags
of Chinese rice in its stores
and they would be distributed
to vulnerable people.
“China is one of the
friendly countries to South
Sudan and we benefit from
China in various aid including
food aid and other material aid.
We are grateful and we thank
China for being a good friend
especially in this hard time for
South Sudan,” Muoter said.
South Sudan has been
embroiled in more than four
years of civil strife that has
have taken a devastating toll
on the people.
The UN estimates that 2.3
million South Sudanese have
fled into neighboring countries
and another 1.9 million were
displaced internally.

China, Lesotho to strengthen lawenforcement cooperation

C

hina and Lesotho
have
agreed
to
strengthen
cooperation
on
lawenforcement and security,
as public security ministers
from the two countries met
in Beijing.
“The two countries’ law
enforcement departments
should step up pragmatic
cooperation in chasing
fugitives and illicit money,
and
law-enforcement
capability building,” said
Chinese State Councilor
Zhao Kezhi, who is also
minister of public security.
He also called for

more efforts to ensure
the security of citizens
and organizations in each
other’s countries.
“China always treats
Lesotho as a sincere
friend
for
common
development,” Zhao said,
pledging to strengthen allround cooperation with
Lesotho and uphold justice
while pursuing shared
interests.
Mampho
Mokhele,
Lesotho’s minister of police
and public security, agreed
to beef up cooperation with
China in law-enforcement
and security.
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Chinese envoy urges efforts to boost Africa’s
capacity in maintaining peace, security

T

he Chinese permanent representative to the United Nations has
urged the international community
to help Africa enhance its capacity in
maintaining peace and security.
Ma Zhaoxu made the appeal at an
open meeting of the Security Council on
peace and security in Africa: Lake Chad
region.
He asked the international community
to support Africa’s counter-terrorism efforts.
The United Nations and the international community should provide
targeted assistance in terms of technology, training, equipment, logistics and
finance, on the basis of respect for the
sovereignty and will of the parties concerned, he told the Security Council.
He also asked the international community to address the root causes of conflict in Africa, calling for efforts to help
promote socioeconomic development
in African countries, including those in
the Lake Chad region, to eliminate the
breeding ground of conflict and extremism.
He stressed the importance of giv-

Ma Zhaoxu, China’s permanent Representative to the United Nations headquarters in New York.
ing full play to the role of regional and
subregional organizations in conflict
prevention, crisis management and post-

conflict reconstruction.
He pledged China’s continued support
for Africa.

China, Algeria to enhance cofor WFP to sustain emergency operation in aerospace field
food aid to refugees from

WFP hails China’s food aid to refugees living in Kenya
he World Food Programme
(WFP) has lauded China’s
T
financial
support
toward

food and nutrition programs
targeting refugees living in
Kenya.
Annalisa
Conte,
the
WFP Country Director and
Representative for Kenya,
thanked China for easing the
burden of feeding the refugees
amid dwindling funding from
external sources.
Speaking at a handover
certificate signing ceremony
on a China-aided food
assistance project, Conte said
the
5-million-U.S.-dollar
contribution from China in
2017 has eased the suffering
of the displaced people living
in Kenya.
“China has made tremendous
contribution to WFP in 2017
with this 5 million dollars,”
Conte said, adding that “the
contribution we received from
China allowed us not to cut
rations.”
Conte
noted
that
voluntary contributions from
governments and private
entities have made it possible

strife-torn Horn of African
states who have settled in
Kenya.
“This type of contribution
from governments and in the
case of China means those
refugees will not go hungry for
quite some time,” said Conte.
She was joined by Liu
Xianfa, Chinese Ambassador
to Kenya, and Guo Ce,
Economic and Commercial
Counselor at the Chinese
Embassy in Kenya, during the
ceremony.
“We are determined to make
more contribution to help
refugees who live in Kenya,”
said Liu.
Guo said Beijing valued
a partnership with WFP
to alleviate hunger and
malnutrition among vulnerable
populations.
“The Chinese government
would within its capacity
continue
to
support
humanitarian programs in
Kenya, as well as strengthen
our partnership with WFP in
fighting hunger,” Guo said.

C

hina has said that
it expects to boost
its cooperation with
Algeria in the field of
aerospace technology.
Yang Baohua, deputy
general manager of China
Aerospace Science and
Technology Corporation,
said that China expects
substantive cooperation in
other follow-up projects in
the field.
Yang
and
other
representatives
from
China took part on Sunday
in an on-orbit delivery
ceremony for Algeria’s first
communication
satellite,
Alcomsat-1,
with
the
Algerian Space Agency.
Alcomsat-1 was sent to
the scheduled orbit from
China’s Xichang Satellite
Launch Center on Dec.
11, 2017. Afterwards, both
sides conducted satellite onorbit testing and completed

an on-orbit review.
This project is an
important manifestation of
the comprehensive strategic
partnership between China
and Algeria, Yang said,
adding that it created a good
precedent for increased
cooperation between the
two sides in the aerospace
field.
He said the successful
delivery of the satellite is
the result of a four-year
hard work by scientists and
researchers of scientific
institutions
from
both
countries.
With a designed life of
15 years, Alcomsat-1 will
be used by Algeria for
broadcast and television,
emergency communication,
distance
education,
e-governance,
enterprise
communication, broadband
access and satellite-based
navigation.
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Chinese company equips Ugandans with
coded welding skills

A

s Uganda gets ready for its initial
commercial production of oil from
the Albertine region, a Chinese
company is training Ugandans to obtain
the required welding skills.
Before the oil production begins,
Uganda is expected to construct a pipeline
from Hoima, a municipal town in western
Uganda, to Tanga in Tanzania, spanning a
distance of 1,445 kilometers.
Independent sources say about 1,500
welders will be required to work on
the pipeline that will have a capacity of
216,000 barrels of crude oil per day.
Uganda hopes to see its maiden
commercial oil production while Sunmaker
Energy (Uganda) Ltd, a Chinese company,
is helping to set the welding ball rolling.
Sunmaker has set up a 3-acre oil and gas
training institute in the central business
district of Uganda’s capital, Kampala.
The institute is expected to start accepting
students next month.
Gong Zhiwu, deputy executive director
of Sunmaker, said once the school opens,
they expect to train more than 4,000 people
every year in different disciplines.P “We
shall offer short courses for oil and gas
operators already in the field. We shall also
have courses for new entrants,” he said.
The institute will also admit regional
students from surrounding countries and
internationally recognized certificates will
be awarded.
The information of the graduates will
also be entered into a database for quick
reference purposes by the institute.
Before Sunmaker opens the institute, it
has been offering training to employees of
Victoria Engineering.
Samuel Nabwiso, 31, has been working
for Victoria Engineering over the past five
years.
“Since a welding expert came from
Sunmaker, we have really had our skills
improved. Personally, I have learnt new
skills of welding pipes and plates and
I am sure these will be used to transport
oil from Hoima to where it is going to be

Local students attend a welding training course in Kampala, capital of Uganda, March 21, 2018. The
trainees should be able to pass the welding examination after about 50 days of training

refined from,” Nabwiso told Xinhua on
Wednesday.
Jalaludin Lugumya, 25, is also grateful
for the training.
“I am an employee of Victoria
Engineering but the training by the new
instructor from China is wonderful. We
have been taught to fit pipes and plates
properly so that after the welding is done,
they will be put to the desired shapes
without any buckling,” Lugumya said.
“They have also taught us about
horizontal welding, something we did not
know previously,” he added.
Ni Laixing, an internationally certified
welder from Sunmaker, said after training
the students for 50 working days, they will
be able to pass international examinations
for welders.
“We are currently teaching them carbon
dioxide welding. This is the basis of all
types of welding and once they have
mastered it, the rest will be easier to learn,”
he said.

The skills will be used in the
manufacturing of products to be used in the
oil and gas sector, Ni added.
Lydia Efata, the business development
manager at Victoria Engineering, is full
of praise for what their employees have
learnt.
“The welders are being taught coded
welding as opposed to ordinary welding.
The difference between the two welding
processes is simply that the coded welding
is basically certified welding,” she said.
“Our welders had last been trained and
certified in 2014 and there was a need
for upskilling and re-certification,” Efata
added.
However, Efata said that there is still
a gap between demand and supply in the
Ugandan labor market.
The government is taking steps to
encourage young people to apply for the
required training courses to beef up the
number and comply with the requirement
of the oil boom, she told reporters

local corporate companies supported the marathon. This is
the second year the Chinese organizations have been supporting Entebbe Marathon together with other local companies.
More than 2,000 people took part in the marathon. The
two winners in the category of men’s 42 km and women’s
21 km races will be sent to China to take part in the China
Wuhan marathon.
According to Entebbe mayor Vincent De Paul Kayanja,
their target is to raise at least 10 billion shillings (about
273,448 dollars) which will be used to refurbish dilapidated
structures at all public primary schools in the municipality.
Chu Maoming, the deputy Chinese Ambassador to
Uganda, who flagged off the runners, commended all people who took part in the marathon.
“Participating in such activities is a good gesture be-

cause they keep people physically healthy and energized,”
he said.
Song Bo, the representative of Sinocham, said they
do not only do business in Uganda, but also have a great
passion for the people and the communities within which
they operate and they remain committed to helping them
improve their welfare.
“I am proud to say that our members are at the forefront
of engaging in national and international activities to ensure that the communities in which they operate develop
but also live a good life,” he said.
Recently, members of Sinocham constructed a basketball court and also donated a number of scholastic and living materials to Luyanzi College School in Kampala.
“We did this to help the school grow talent and help
students to study in better conditions.” He added.

…As Minister applauds Chinese investors for supporting sports

Uganda’s State Minister for Primary Education Rosemary Sseninde has commended Chinese investors for supporting sports activities in the country.
Speaking at the second edition of Entebbe Marathon
conducted in Entebbe Town, located about 50 kilometers
outside the capital Kampala, Sseninde said despite carrying
out various development projects, Chinese investors have
gone an extra mile to supplement government efforts to
promote sports.
“As government we recognize the contribution made
by Chinese investors in promoting sports in our country.
We pray that this love for sports continues as we strive to
develop this sector,” She said.
The minister was speaking in reference to China Communication Construction Company and Chinese Chamber
of Commerce in Uganda (Sinocham), which among other
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Back-to-back visits by African leaders prove sound ties with China

I

t started with Cameroonian
President
Paul
Biya
last month, followed by
Namibia’s
Hage
Geingob
and Zimbabwe’s Emmerson
Mnangagwa.
The back-to-back visits
by the three African heads of
state are significant as China
and Africa gear up for this
year’s Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation (FOCAC) summit
in Beijing in September,
against a global backdrop
of rising protectionism and
unilateralism.
Biya, who visited China in
March, was the first African
president to come to China this
year.
President Geingob visited
later in the month, while
Mnangagwa visited China
from April 2-6, which was also
his first official visit outside
Africa as Zimbabwe’s new
president.
In
his
meeting
with
Geingob, Chinese President Xi
Jinping said as China has well
developed, it will offer more
help to Africa.
AFRICA’S
ALLWEATHER FRIEND
Many African governments
have
reiterated
their
commitment to expanding
cooperation
with
China
and seeking more Chinese
investment, describing it as winwin and supporting Africa’s
economic development without
any political strings attached.
At the meeting with Xi,
Biya vowed to enhance
strategic cooperation with
China and sought more
Chinese
investment
in
industry, agriculture, energy,
transportation, housing and
new technology.
The other two visits also saw
China establish comprehensive
strategic
cooperation
partnerships with Namibia and
Zimbabwe.

Zimbabwean President Emmerson Mnangagwa’s state visit to China is underway in Beijing.

Calling China “the best friend
of Africa” which has always
treated
African
countries
equally, Geingob said Namibia
is seeking more cooperation
in such areas as infrastructure,
sustainable
development,
human resources, technology,
poverty reduction and peopleto-people exchanges.
Zimbabwe too wants to
expand cooperation in trade,
investment,
technology,
telecommunication
and
infrastructure, as well as more
people-to-people exchanges.
Ahead
of
the
visit,
Mnangagwa
told
Xinhua
that China is an “all-weather
friend”. To grow an economy
battered by years of Western
sanctions, Zimbabwe, he said,
wants to tap into China’s
huge
financial
resources,
technical expertise and modern
technology.
Xi has invited the three
African nations to join the
Belt and Road Initiative he
proposed in 2013 to build trade
and infrastructure networks
connecting Asia with Europe
and Africa.
Mnangagwa said Zimbabwe
supports the initiative and is

encouraging the rest of Africa to
play an active role in it.
MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL
PARTNERSHIP
In March 2013, Africa was
President Xi’s first destination
abroad after he assumed office.
During the three-nation tour,
he stressed that China was
committed to working with
Africa following the principles
of sincerity, real results, affinity
and good faith.
Two years later, at the FOCAC
summit in Johannesburg, South
Africa, Xi announced 10 major
cooperation plans to promote
industrialization and agricultural
modernization in Africa, with a
fund of 60 billion U.S. dollars to
implement them.
Africa-China
trade
and
cooperation have blossomed.
A number of major Chineseassisted infrastructure projects
have been completed, including
the Ethiopia-Djibouti railway,
Kenya’s standard gauge railway
from Mombasa to Nairobi,
and Cote d’Ivoire’s Soubre
hydropower plant. These projects
provide transport and energy to
develop local industries.
China has been Cameroon’s
biggest trade partner since

2012, injecting 114 million
dollars of direct investment
in 2016. The Kribi deep sea
port, serving the entire central
African region, was built by
China Harbor Engineering
Corporation.
In Zimbabwe, Chinesefunded projects range from
the expansion of the Victoria
Falls Airport and the overhaul
of the water and sewerage
system in capital Harare to
the recently commissioned
Kariba South hydropower
plant.
Chinese investment is also
seen in the manufacturing
sector, in joint ventures with
African partners. The ChinaZimbabwe joint auto venture
Beiqi
Zimbabwe,
which
launched a top-of-the-range
pickup truck last year, is a
sterling example.
Henry Rotich, Kenya’s
cabinet secretary for treasury,

said
Africa-China
relations
will continue to prosper as the
partnership is mutually beneficial
and will help the continent reach
the level of developed countries
faster.
Dismissing Western criticism
that Chinese loans have burdened
Africa, Rotich said Chinese loans
and support have facilitated
Africa’s development.
SUPPORT
WITHOUT
POLITICAL STRINGS
“The days of conditioning
support are over,” Rotich said, in
reference to the West’s loans to
Africa that often attach demands.
“The way to go is mutual
cooperation.”
Tanzanian Foreign Minister
Augustine Mahiga has called
Chinese projects labor-intensive
and creating jobs, like railways
and textile factories.
In the past, Tanzania had
sought global assistance to
build its much-needed railways

and basic industries, but was
disappointed by the conditions
attached to the aid. China offered
a clean alternative, he said.
Moreover,
he
considers
China’s success in transforming
its own economy to be a source
of inspiration. “Politically and
philosophically ... you learn
more from another developing
country which is making more
significant improvement.”
Geingob told Xinhua those
making unfounded accusations
against China should feel
ashamed when they see the
buildings, factories and roads
being built across the African
continent with the help of China,
bringing tangible benefits to the
people.
The
Namibian
president
stressed that China’s investment
in Namibia is not just cooperation
on resources but includes
building industrial parks for
technology transfer.

President Xi Jinping gives warm welcome to Cameroonian President Paul Biya in Beijing, China
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News
Xi’s special envoy, S. African president
meet on bilateral ties

C

hinese President Xi
Jinping’s
special
representative
Yang
Jiechi and South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa
has met to discuss bilateral ties.
Yang, a member of the
Political Bureau of the
Communist Party of China
(CPC) Central Committee,
extended greetings and good
wishes to Ramaphosa on
behalf of Xi, saying Xi attaches
great importance to the ChinaSouth Africa comprehensive
strategic partnership.
Yang said that through
close contacts and enhanced
strategic consultations, the two
heads of state play a leading
role in the development of
bilateral relations.
Since the two countries
established diplomatic ties 20
years ago, their relations have
seen great progress thanks to
joint efforts, Yang said.
Noting both countries have
entered a new stage of national
development,
Yang
said
China is willing to increase
high-level contacts, enhance
political mutual trust and
deepen practical cooperation
so as to lift bilateral ties to
higher levels.
Regarding the summit of
the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation
(FOCAC)
scheduled for September in
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Beijing as well as
the 2018 summit
of the emergingmarket
bloc
BRICS to be held
in Johannesburg,
Yang
said
the
two sides should
support each other
to make them a
success so as to
boost
bilateral
ties and BRICS
cooperation.
According
to Yang, Xi and
Ramaphosa will cochair the FOCAC
summit.
China
hopes
South
Africa
will make new
progress in national
development under Chinese President Xi Jinping’s special representative and a member of the Political
the leadership of Bureau of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee Yang Jiechi (L)
Ramaphosa, Yang shakes hands with South African President Cyril Ramaphosa in Cape Town, South
added.
policies and development
The
South
African
For his part, Ramaphosa strategies of the two countries president agreed that the two
asked Yang to convey his so as to deepen mutually sides should work together
congratulations to Xi on his beneficial cooperation.
to ensure the success of
election as Chinese president.
He added South Africa the upcoming FOCAC and
Hailing
the
bilateral will take part in the China BRICS summits as well as to
longtime friendship and rapidly International Import Expo bring bilateral comprehensive
developing
cooperation, (CIIE), which is scheduled for strategic partnership to a new
Ramaphosa
said
South Nov. 5-10 in Shanghai.
level.
Africa-China relations are of
Meanwhile, South Africa
Also on Friday, Yang met
great historic and strategic welcomes Chinese enterprises with South African Minister
significance.
to participate in its events for of International Relations and
Ramaphosa said his country promoting investment and Cooperation Lindiwe Sisulu
is willing to better integrate employment, he said.
and discussed bilateral ties.

…As deputy President lauds relationship with China

South Africa-China ties have Chinese envoy consulting on new dimensions to China-Africa cooperation
reached a historic milestone as the
hina is consulting its partners in Af- voy.
two countries celebrate the 20th
Zhou said FOCAC is action-oriented and
rica about the potential for enriching
anniversary of the establishment of
partnership under the is planning to enhance its cooperation with
diplomatic relations this year, newly Forumtheondevelopment
Cooperation (FO- Africa through new aspects, such as the Belt
appointed Deputy President David CAC), withChina-Africa
a view to adding new areas of and Road Initiative.
Mabuza said.
Zhou said African countries would be
cooperation, a Chinese special envoy has
The diplomatic relations between said.
asked to submit a list of projects that could
the two countries have grown
Zhou Yuxiao, China’s Ambassador for qualify for funding under the initiative.
Zhou said the implementation of most
significantly over the past 20 years, Affairs of the FOCAC, said following up on
Mabuza said during his first question the implementation of the 10-point plan is- aspects of the 10-point plan has been done,
sued at the summit of African and Chinese but some are of a long-term nature whose
session at the parliament.
in South Africa in 2015, Beijing is implementation must continue for several
China respects bilateral and leaders
African leaders on adding new ar- years.
multilateral mechanisms while consulting
Zhou said the extensive engagement beof cooperation to enrich the partnership.
pursuing common national interests, eas “Gratifying
progress has been made in tween the Chinese and African leaders, inMabuza added.
the implementation. We have worked very cluding at least 20 visits by African heads of
With bilateral trade continuing to hard to implement the plan in all aspects,” state and government to China and almost a
grow, China has been South Africa’s Zhou said in a joint interview in Nairobi.
similar number by Chinese leaders to Africa,
Zhou is visiting East African countries have helped enhance mutual understanding.
biggest trading partner for the past
He said in the infrastructure area, many
to meet with leaders, officials, locally-based
eight years.
According to the latest official Chinese entrepreneurs and think-tanks on projects have been completed, including
improve the partnership with Africa. railways, roads, ports and airports.
figures provided by the Chinese how“Itohave
In people-to-people exchange, many
met the African leaders. They are
Embassy in South Africa, bilateral all optimistic
about our cooperation. I have visits were carried out between African and
trade volume reached 35.3 billion not found anyone distancing themselves Chinese officials to improve the welfare of
U.S. dollars in 2016.
from this partnership,” said the special en- women and the youth, Zhou said.
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China’s opening-up offers Africa an alternative way of modernization

C

hina’s opening-up in the past 40
years has shown Africa there’s an
alternative way of modernization,
said Anzetse Were, an independent
development economist.
During China’s economic boom,
some African countries gained
comprehensively from Beijing’s policy
of opening-up, she told reporters last
month.
What’s more important, Were
said, it showed African countries
that industrialization is central to
development and it can be done in a
different way.
She named Rwanda and Ethiopia
as examples. The two east African
nations, which follow a development
path similar to that of China, have
registered faster economic growth than
the region’s average, rising 5.9 percent
and 8.0 percent respectively in 2016.
Beijing deserves praise for its
effective business strategies, and
African countries can learn much from
China, Were said.
“Industrialization has to be deliberate.
It won’t happen on its own,” she said.
Were said China plays an important
role in the industrialization process of
Africa. The infrastructure projects that
China has helped African countries
build lay a foundation for the integration
of the continent, which is essential to
forming a massive consumer market.
The Kenyan economist said the
industrialization of Africa should start

from using its commodities to make
industrial products for its own people.
She observed that China plays a big
role in developing industrialization
capacity of African countries, as a lot of
Chinese private companies have come
to Africa to build industrial parks.
In the past few years, Chinese
companies, many from the private
sector, have built many industrial parks
in countries like Ethiopia, Rwanda,
Nigeria, creating jobs and transferring
technical know-how and management
expertise, Were said.
For the first time, African countries

are gaining a first-hand understanding
of how an industrial development model
looks like through the industrial parks
China has been constructing, she said.
Were said she likes the way China
does business with Africa.
“China takes Africa much more
seriously. It sees Africa as a serious
economic partner, and there is money to
be made through this partnership,” she
said.
Were said indigenous companies must
learn how to tap into the massive market
the continent will provide in the next 20
to 30 years.

President Xi Jinping (C) and other CPC delegates at the party’s national congress last October

Accusations against China-Africa cooperation
doomed to fail: Namibian President

E

levated ties between China and Namibia
prove that China-Africa cooperation
is win-win and comments smearing
bilateral cooperation are doomed to fail,
Namibian President Hage Geingob has said
during his visit to China.
“I didn’t come to beg. I’m talking to
friends, and to make a win-win situation
created,” Geingob said during an exclusive
interview with Xinhua, rebutting some media
reports attacking him personally and the
China-Africa cooperation as a whole.
Geingob said those making irresponsible
remarks should feel “ashamed” when they see
the buildings, factories and roads being built
across the African continent, which bring
tangible benefits to the people.
Geingob visited China from March 28 to
April 3. During his talks with Chinese President
Xi Jinping on Thursday, the two heads of state
agreed to establish a comprehensive strategic
partnership of cooperation.
“China has been our all-weather friend,

and now we are moving upward into a second
phase,” Geingob said while commenting on
the elevation of ties.
He stressed that China’s investment in
Namibia is not just “digging out resources,”
but also includes building industrial parks for
technology transfer.
“No country in the world has added so
much value to our products as China has.
China has done a lot of technology transfer
and job creation,” he said.
Geingob also said the country will take
the opportunity provided by the Belt and
Road Initiative to train Namibia’s youth and
strengthen his country’s technological and
innovation development.
“We will get benefits, witness changes,
and create win-win situations with China,” he
said.
During the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation
(FOCAC)
summit
in
Johannesburg in 2015, ten cooperation
projects covering a wide range of fields

from industrialization to public health were
announced.
Geingob said that those projects have led
to a boom in infrastructure development in
Africa, and many landlocked countries like
Botswana and Zambia now have access to
the sea. “The idea is regional integration,” he
said.
Geingob also rebutted comments
accusing China of being a neo-colonialist in
Africa. “China never colonizes any African
country, China never treats us as second-class
citizens,” he said.
There are no strings attached to Chinafunded projects, and China-Africa cooperation
is on an equal footing, according to Geingob.
“They are doing under our terms...they don’t
come and say like ‘don’t behave like that.’”
“We are mature, we can choose our
friends, we can choose what we want for, and
what’s good for us,” Geingob said. “Let’s go
ahead to create a new partnership at a higher
level to show them that they are wrong.”
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China commended for its humanitarian support to Ethiopia

T

he UN World Food Program
(WFP) and Ethiopia have hailed
China’s humanitarian support to
drought-affected people and refugees
in the East African country.
This came during a ceremony
organized for the handover of China’s
fourth round humanitarian donation to
Ethiopia at WFP office in the country’s
capital Addis Ababa.
The
latest
humanitarian
contribution of China, which amounts
to 6 million U.S. dollars, will be used
to assist refugees and drought-affected
people in Ethiopia.
In four rounds through bilateral
and multilateral channels, China has
so far provided an emergency aid to
Ethiopia totaling roughly 36.6 million
U.S. dollars, making China the third
largest food aid contributor in the
country.
In his remarks during the ceremony,
Samir Wanmali, WFP Acting Country
Director in Ethiopia, stated that
the world has entered an era where
Asia and Africa have become much
more important players, and China
is an important partner of WFP and
Ethiopia.
The WFP and UNHCR (the UN
Refugee Agency) last week appealed
for 80 million dollars to provide food
assistance to refugees in Ethiopia.
Speaking to reporters, in particular,
the WFP Acting Country Director
has commended China for its swift
response after a call here by WFP and
UNHCR last week for humanitarian
support from the international
community.
“China is very important partner
for Ethiopian government and very
important for WFP; and we are very
proud to be part of a partnership, a
bigger partnership between two very
important countries in the world,” he
said.
“We believe our partnership with
both the governments of Ethiopia
and China is not only relevant to
the humanitarian but moving ahead
working on disaster risk management;
working on development issues; we
stand ready to support the Ethiopian
government and to make sure it
achieves its objectives and visions for
the future,” he added.
Urging all international partners to
show solidarity as the Chinese have
with Ethiopia, the Acting Director
said, “I hope other donors and partners
will take the Chinese example as a
lead and step forward to support the
Ethiopian government in this current
time.”
Speaking on his part, Mitiku

Kassa, Ethiopia’s Commissioner for
National Disaster Risk Management,
has commended China for its support
to the efforts of drought response in
Ethiopia.
“I would like to thank the people
and government of China for your
(Chinese) four round support to
Ethiopia over the last years for the
drought response that we are working
together,” he said, “Your contribution
is so immense. It is not forgettable by
the government of Ethiopia and the
people of Ethiopia.”
“I believe that China and Ethiopia
are working together for their mutual
interests and benefits. So, our foreign
policy creates conducive and fertile
environment to cooperate in a number
of areas, be it development in a
number of projects, and investment
sectors as well as humanitarian area,”
he said.
The commissioner has expressed
belief that the existing collaboration
spirit between Ethiopia and China
would continue in the future in a more
strengthened manner.
Since 2015, Ethiopia has been
suffering from the worst El-Nino
induced drought in the past half
century, Tan Jian, Chinese Ambassador

to Ethiopia, said, adding that it also
hosts the second largest number of
refugees in Africa, resulting from
large influx of refugees to the country
due to instability and conflicts in its
neighboring countries.
The
ambassador
said
the
contribution from his country is a
testimony of China’s solidarity with
Ethiopia.
“China is a member of the
international community and is ready
and willing to extend our support
within our ability; our support is in
the framework of the south-south
cooperation. China is not a developed
country, but China has been very
active in contacting tho`se countries
in suffer of natural disasters,” he said.
Noting that China’s assistance
to Ethiopia is a grant aid without
preconditions under the south-south
cooperation, the ambassador said,
“I wish to highlight this point, given
the recent allegations and accusations
that China’s approach in Africa has
aggravated Africa’s debt burden.”
The ambassador has also expressed
China’s commitment to support
countries like Ethiopia to enable
them to address such problem in a
sustainable manner.

Chinese Ambassador to Ethiopia, Tan Jian (L), and Samir Wanmali, Acting World Food Programme
(WFP) Country Director in Ethiopia exchange signed documents during a signing ceremony in Addis
Ababa, capital of Ethiopia,

News
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Ethiopia hails economic importance of Chinese-built Ethiopia-Djibouti railway

E

thiopia
has
commended
the
first two months of
transportation operation of
the Chinese-built electrified
railway.
The Ethiopia-Djibouti
railway that connects
landlocked Ethiopia to its
neighboring Red Sea nation
of Djibouti has transported
over 2,000 containers of
commodities from the port
to central Ethiopia during
its first two months of
operations, the EthiopiaDjibouti Standard Gauge
Rail
Transport
sharecompany has revealed on
Wednesday.
The railway, currently
transporting commodities

from the Djibouti port to
Ethiopia’s Modjo dry port,
located some 76 km from
Ethiopia’s capital Addis
Ababa, is said to help
propel Ethiopia’s logistics
and fright service delivery.
According to Tilahun
Kassa, Director of the
Ethiopia-Djibouti Standard
Gauge Rail Transport
company, the linkage
between the Djibouti port
and Ethiopia’s Modjo
dry port has shown early
achievements as it is
expected to further expand
Ethiopia’s
international
export business and trading.
The
Chinese-built
756-km electrified rail
project, which officially

commenced its commercial
operations earlier this
year, has the capacity of
transporting 106 containers
in a single route, it was
noted.
The railway, by reducing
the journey time from port
to Addis Ababa to less than
12 hours from the previous
three days, has also eased
challenges
related
to
congestion of imported
materials at Ethiopia’s
long-serving Djibouti port,
according to Kassa.
The two countries have
repeatedly pronounced the
railway as a new imputes
for boosting the economic
integration between the two

Horn of African countries
amid an increasing demand
from Ethiopia’s importexport activities.
Contracted by two
Chinese companies, the
first 320 km of the rail
project was carried out by
China Rail Engineering
Corporation (CREC), while
the remaining 436 km
connecting to the Djibouti
port was built by the
China Civil Engineering
Construction Corporation
(CCECC).
The railway project, with
an investment of 4 billion
U.S. dollars, provides
both passenger and freight
services between Addis
Ababa and Djibouti.

Ethiopia – Djibouti electric railway

Djibouti welcomes China’s involvement in port development

D

jibouti’s government welcomes
China’s greater involvement in
the nation’s port development,
Finance Minister Ilyas Dawaleh has said
in a recent interview with media.
Djibouti has terminated cooperation
with the Dubai Ports World over the
running of the Doraleh container
terminal because of a dispute and
reached an agreement with Singaporebased Pacific International Lines Pte
Ltd. (PIL) on March 5 to boost cargo
trade at the port.

Last August, PIL partnered with
China Merchants Port Holdings Co. to
build new markets in Asia.
Meanwhile, Dawaleh dismissed U.S.
concerns about losing access to Doraleh
port, saying it would be ridiculous to
imagine that China could restrict or deny
U.S. access to Doraleh as a result of the
deal.
“Djibouti’s development needs all its
friends and strategic partners,” he said,
adding “no one can dictate to us who we
should deal with.”

Located in the Horn of Africa,
Djibouti is an important choke-point that
links the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden.
Djibouti President Ismail Omar
Guelleh made a state visit to China in
late November, becoming the first head
of state of an African country to visit
China since the conclusion of the 19th
National Congress of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) last October.
During the visit, China and Djibouti
agreed to establish a strategic partnership
to strengthen all-round cooperation.
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Chinese-built second highest dam in Rwanda to benefit farming sector: official

T

he recently completed
Muyanza Dam in central
Rwanda will benefit
farmers and help grow crops
for exports, a Rwandan official
has said.
The
26-meter-high
Muyanza Dam located in
Rulindo District, Northern
Province was built by China
Geo-Engineering Corporation
(CGC) and financed by the
World Bank. Land Husbandry,
Water Harvesting and Hillside
Irrigation Project and the Third
Rural Sector Support Project
(LWH-RSSP) of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Animal
Resources of Rwanda is the
employer of the project.
The dam is the second
highest in Rwanda and the
country’s highest and largest
earth fill dam in the agriculture
sector, Esdras Byiringiro,
Acting Project Coordinator of
LWH-RSSP, told Xinhua in an
interivew.
The dam is expected to
retain enough water to irrigate
1,100 hectares of crop fields
throughout the year which
will benefit all categories
of farmers, said Byiringiro,
adding that those include
commercial,
smalland

Muyanza Dam built by China Geo-Engineering Corporation (CGC) in Rulindo District, Northern Province of
Rwanda

medium-scale farmers.
A number of highvalue legumes, grain and
horticultural crops will be
grown by farmers in the area,
of which a significant portion
will be for export markets, he
said.
The irrigated area to be
served by this dam is the largest

consolidated hillside area in
Rwanda, said the official.
Dams
construction,
irrigation
schemes
and
marshland
rehabilitation
conducted
by
Chinese
companies have helped the
government of Rwanda to
implement irrigation projects
across the country, which

has led to an increase in
agricultural productivity and
a significant rise in farmers’
incomes and livelihoods, said
the coordinator.
Since entering the market
of Rwanda in 1999, CGC has
completed 13 irrigation and
water conservancy projects in
the landlocked country.

Zimbabwe commissions Chinese-built power plant

Z

imbabwean
President
Emmerson Mnangagwa
has commissioned the
533-million-U.S. dollar Kariba
South Hydro Power expansion
project, arguably the country’s
biggest power development
project since independence in
1980.
The project is expected to
ease power shortages for the
country that has faced perennial
power shortages due to ageing
plants and has had to rely on
imports to plug the shortfall.
The project, which entailed
the addition of 2x150 MW
units, was done by China’s
hydro power engineering and
construction firm, Sinohydro
from 2014.
The first unit was completed
and started feeding into the
national grid in December 2017
while the test run for the second
unit was completed two weeks

ago.
The expansion project has
lifted the power plant’s installed
capacity from 750 MW to 1,050
MW, making it the country’s
biggest power plant at present.
Mnangagwa
said
the
completion of the project was
an exciting development for the
country.
“I am so pleased as I talk
to Zesa engineers and their
colleagues from China that they
worked together from day one...
and then the implementation
of designs and project they
have worked harmoniously to
achieve this feat.
“It’s a great wonder and it
shows what we can achieve as
a government in collaboration
with other institutions to access
technology from our friends. We
now have 300 MW transmitted
into our grid henceforth which
we will deduct from our

Zimbabwean President Emmerson Mnangagwa officially commissions the
Kariba South Hydro Power Station Extension Project

importation of power. This is
the way to go,” Mnangagwa
said.
He thanked China for
providing Zimbabwe with stateof-the-art power engineering
and technology.
“We assure you that our

engineers and technicians are
going to maintain this asset for
the benefit of our country,” he
said.
“The cost of this project
is around 533 million dollars
and it’s money well spent,” he
added.
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Chinese deputy ambassador to Nigeria, Mr Li Jing; Nigeria’s former foreign minister, Aminu Wali; Representatives of the ministries of
foreign affairs and others in group picture at the Roundtable dialogue in Abuja, last month.

Photo shows the session of the dialogue in progress

Photo shows the session of the dialogue in progress

(R-L) Representative of the Ministry of Budget and National Planning, Deputy Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China, Mr. Li Jing,
former Nigeria’s foreign Minister, Alhaji Aminu Wali, Representataive of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and director, Centre for China
Studies, (CCS) at a Round-table dialogue on the China’s Initiated Belt and Road framework and the prospects to deepen Sino-Africa cooperation, that held in Abuja, last month.
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Belt and Road Initiative and the prospects
to deepen China-Africa cooperation
By Li Jing

I

n 2018, for the very first
time in 12 years, the
Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation Summit will
once again be hosted by
China.
The summit will take
place in Beijing this
September and focus on the
Belt and Road initiative. A
great opportunity for our
Africa brothers and sister
to participate fully in the
BRI, the summit will give
new impetus to the ChinaAfrica
comprehensive
strategic partnership.
The Belt and Road is
a transparent initiative
launched by China. It
follows the “golden rule”
of extensive consultation,
joint contribution and
shared
benefits.
Belt
and Road cooperation
aims to be equal-footed,
inclusive and beneficial
to all. The planning
and
implementation
of BRI projects have
been discussed by the
participants in the open.
No country is dominating
the process; all parties
have an equal say. There
is no back-room deal;
everything is transparent.
There is no “winner takes
all”; every project delivers
win-win results.
As a global public
good, the BRI of course
abides by international
rules. As a platform for
international cooperation,
it
naturally
follows
market principles. The
joint communiqué of last
year’s forum committed
to this and emphasized

the
important
of
economic, social, physical
and
environmental
sustainability
of
projects. Our goal is not
only to strengthen the
physical connectivity of
infrastructure, but also to
improve the institutional
connectivity of policies,
rules and standard.
BRI projects must be
high-standard as well
as result-oriented, highquality as well as well
as economically viable,
beneficial to the word as
well as to China.
Now coming back to
the China-Africa relations,
President
Xi
Jinping
once made a powerful
statement: “China and
Africa are friend tested
by adversity. Such friends
must never be forgotten.”
So be assured: no matter
how the world may change
or what others may say,
the profound friendship
between China and Africa
will remain unbreakable,
and China’s promise of
sincerity, real results,
friendship and good faith
will remain true.
As Africa’s brother
and partner, China will
always attach particular
importance to the needs
and interest of African
countries.
Africa’s
concerns
are
China’s
concerns, and its priorities
are China’s priorities.
The Belt and Road
Initiative
has,
owing
its
openness
and
inclusiveness,
spread
beyond the countries and
region along the traditional
trade routes to African
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continent
with
great
potential
and opportunities.
The
continent’s
development
agendas
are
therefore
in
synergy
with
this
initiative
as it grasps the
opportunity
to
advance
modernization and
industrialization.
The
Forum
on China-Africa
Cooperation
(FOCAC),
an China’s deputy ambassador to Nigeria, Mr. Li Jing
engine
driving
sisters to continue their
Sino-Africa cooperation ride on China’s fast train
since 2000, is increasingly of
development.
The
and seamlessly integrating FOCAC summit scheduled
with the Belt and Road for September will bring
Initiative
in
terms together Chinese and
of
philosophy
and African leaders again.
mechanism, and is playing
They
will
discuss
a leading role in China- China-Africa cooperation
Africa partnership as a in the new era and focus
cooperation mechanism.
on jointly advancing the
As a peace-setter of Belt and Road Initiative
China-Africa cooperation, and turning China and
China-Nigeria
bilateral Africa into a community
cooperation can benefit a with a shared future.
lot from the Belt and Road
By aligning the Belt
Initiative.
and Road Initiative with
Firstly, it will provide the UN’s 2030 Agenda,
new
opportunities
to the AU’s Agenda 2063
synergize our development and
the
development
strategies.
strategies of individual
Secondly, it will add African countries, we will
new prospects for bilateral develop at an accelerated
practical cooperation.
pace. We firmly believe
Thirdly, it will grant the forthcoming Summit
new
perspectives
for is bound to be a greater
people-to-people
and success which will deliver
cultural exchanges.
bountiful
benefits
for
In our new endeavour to both Chinese and African
build a global community peoples.
Remarks delivered by the
with a shared future,
Africa is an indispensable deputy ambassador of the P.R
partner. China welcomes China to Nigeria at the Roundtable
our African brothers and dialogue held in Abuja, Nigeria
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