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The African Union (AU) 
Commissioner for Political 
Affairs Minata Samate Cessouma 

has hailed the partnership with China 
to fight corruption.

The 30th AU summit, themed 
“Winning the Fight against 
Corruption: A Sustainable Path to 
Africa’s Transformation”, which held 
at the headquarters of the pan-African 
bloc in Addis Ababa. 

“We appreciate the partnership and 
fruitful cooperation specifically we 
have with China on anti-corruption 
fight and we want to learn how China’s 
anti-corruption experience has helped 
it ensure smooth circulation of goods 
and persons inside its territory,” she 
said.

The AU has declared 2018 as the 
African anti-corruption year.

Africans and African countries 
pay high attention to the fight against 
corruption, Nigerian Foreign Minister 
Geoffrey Onyeama said on the sideline 
of the summit.

Nigeria, Africa’s most populous 
nation with around 180 million people, 
has seen corruption and financial 
mismanagement cripple its economic 
potential and help the rise of the terror 
group Boko Haram.

The AU estimates that every year, 
over 148 billion U.S. dollars -- or 
about 25 percent of Africa’s average 
gross domestic product -- is drained 
out of the continent due to corruption, 
Vera Songwe, executive secretary 
of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa, said at the 
Executive Council meeting

As UN denounces corruption 
as scourge Africa can do without

The Deputy Executive Secretary 
of Economic Commission for Africa, 
(ECE) Giovani Biha says “corruption 
is a scourge that has to be combatted 
if Africa is to achieve the laudable goal 
of leaving no one behind as enshrined 
in the 2030 Agenda for sustainable 
development.”

Addressing the 31st Civil Society 
Pre-Summit Consultative Meeting on 
Gender Mainstreaming in the African 
Union and Member States on the theme: 
“Corruption and Governance: Impact 
and way out for Women, Children and 
Youths”, Ms. Biha said corruption is a 
vice that Africa can do without.

“In this fight we need to be 
cognizant of the differing impacts that 
corruption has on different population 
groups, including women and men, 
when formulating, implementing and 
monitoring anti-corruption initiatives,” 
she said.

AU partners China on anti corruption fight in Africa

Ms. Biha said increasing the 
participation of women in political and 
public life would also help in shaping 
gender-sensitive policies, adding civil 
society organizations, working closely 
with governments, also have a crucial 
advocacy role to play in this fight.

She commended GIMAC or the 
Gender is My Gender Campaign, for 
its important role in influencing the 
decisions and actions of the African 
Union to strengthen women’s rights 
and gender mainstreaming in the 
African continent.

She assured them the ECA would 
continue to support GIMAC’s 
endeavours.

Ms. Biha said the theme of this 
year’s consultation was both timely 
and important.

“Continued and widespread 
corruption is one of the main 
challenges expected to undermine the 
ability of African countries to achieve 
the sustainable development goals 
included in the 2030 Agenda,” she said.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development agreed upon in 2015 
commits the international community 
to leaving no-one behind. Target 5 
of Goal 16 calls on member States to 
substantially reduce corruption and 
bribery in all their forms.

Socio-cultural norms and 
institutional arrangements, said Ms. 
Biha, are key factors that shape the 
roles that males and females are 
expected to play in society, as well 
as their ability to access productive 
resources, accumulate marketable 
skills and participate in political and 
public life. As a result, she added, 
corruption impacts men and women 
differently.

Action
Ms. Biha said African governments 

should do more to combat corruption, 
in particular ratify the African 
Union Convention on Preventing 

and Combatting Corruption and 
domesticate its provisions in national 
legislation, plans, programmes and 
policies. Only 37 Member States have 
ratified the AU Convention.

Adequate organizational, human, 
technical and financial resources to 
anti-corruption institutions, she said, 
should be allocated to ensure that laws 
are effectively enforced.

“There’s also need to increase the 
participation of women in political 
and public life. As underscored by 
the Beijing Platform for Action, this 
is critical to place new items on the 
political agenda that reflect and address 
women’s gender-specific concerns,” 
Ms. Biha added.

She was supported by the African 
Union Commission’s Social Affairs 
Commissioner, Amira Eldadil, who 
told delegates there would be less 
corruption in the world if more women 
were allowed to participate in politics.

The African Union, she said, was 
doing all it could to help fight corruption 
on the continent and continues to 
advocate for gender sensitive policies 
in Member States.

Former Ireland President, Mary 
Robinson, now with Climate Justice, 
said women men were affected 
differently by climate change hence 
women hold valuable knowledge and 
experience to inform decisions on 
building resilience.

She said corruption is a scourge that 
should be fought with all the resources 
available as this would no doubt 
drastically improve the lives of women 
and youth the world over.

The 31st GIMAC is calling for 
the voice of women and young 
people to be considered by African 
leaders in the fight against corruption. 
Recommendations from the meeting 
will be forwarded to the AU leaders for 
discussion during their summit here in 
Addis Ababa this week.

Some African leaders posed for a group photograph at the AU anti-corruption summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
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Nigeria’s President Muhammadu Buhari and some other African leaders exchanging pleas-
antries during the recent AU summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

National flags of 
African countries 
were flying 

along the Airport Road 
in Addis Ababa, capital 
of Ethiopia. The eight-
lane road, built by a 
Chinese company, was 
decorated for the ongoing 
30thAfrican Union(AU) 
Summit held in the 
plateau city.

Above the road, a 
welcome sign hanging 
on a viaduct of the Addis 
Ababa Light Rail Transit 
was greeting participants 
of the summit.

The electrified light 
rail built and operated 
by Chinese companies 
is the first light railway 
on the African continent 
with two lines of a total 
length of 34 km. It was 85 
percent funded by China.

The project is a historic 
accomplishment in 
Ethiopia and a landmark 
phenomenon to the 
country’s transportation 
sector in particular, said 
Ethiopian Minister of 
Transport Workneh 
Gebeyehu on the 
launching ceremony in 
September 2015.

“This is the fastest way 
to travel in the city,” said 
19-year-old student Abel 
Gezahgen aboard the 
light rail.

“I like Chinese, they 
bring development to 
us,” he said. Outside the 
window, Chinese-built 
skyscrapers and logos of 
Chinese companies came 
into view.

The Sino-Ethiopian 
partnership is a 
comprehensive one and 
could be seen as “a model 
for the South-South 
cooperation,” Chinese 
Ambassador to Ethiopia 
Tan Jian told Xinhua in an 
interview in December.

“The relationship 
between Ethiopia 

and China is based 
on comprehensive, 
strategic and cooperative 
partnership in all areas 
and at all levels,” he said.

China, Ethiopia’s 
largest trading partner, is a 
major player in Ethiopia’s 
investment, trade and 
diplomatic landscape.

In the past two decades 
alone, Chinese companies 
have invested close to 
4 billion U.S. dollars in 
Ethiopia, the Ethiopia 
Investment Commission 
revealed last month.

Private Chinese 
firms’ investment is the 
single largest foreign 
direct investment 
source for Ethiopia in 
2017, according to the 
commission.

“China and Africa 
have excellent relations, 
I want the relations to 
continue to grow for the 
mutual benefits for China 
and Africa,” said former 
Tanzanian President 
Jakaya Kikwete after 
attending a side event 

of the AU summit at 
the China-funded AU 
headquarters.

The high-rise project 
consists of two main 
buildings, including a 
tower housing offices 
with a capacity of 700 
people and a conference 
center equipped with 
facilities for top-level 
meetings. The grand hall 
of the conference boasts 
a capacity of 2,500, while 
another meeting hall 
accommodates 700.

Officials from the AU 
and its members states are 
meeting at the conference 
center for the summit, 
taking place from Jan. 22 
to 29, under the theme of 
anti-corruption.

“China is one of 
the most important 
partners of Africa in all 
sectors, both bilaterally 
and multilaterally,” 
said Abou bakr Hefny 
Mahmoud,Egypt ian 
P e r m a n e n t 
Representative to the AU, 
on the sidelines of the 

summit.
As Africa is 

concentrating on Agenda 
2063, we hope that China 
will “sustain and support” 
the agenda, said the 
envoy.

A few meters outside 
the conference center, a 
Chinese-aided project 
dubbed the AU Integrated 
Services Center was 
under construction. It will 
encompass among others 
an accreditation facility, 
a cafeteria, and the AU 
Archives and Exhibition 
Center.

“We see it as yet 
another step in the 
journey of a thousand 
miles that we have started 
with the government of 
China, towards mutual 
friendship, solidarity and 
prosperity for the peoples 
of Africa and the people 
of China,” said former 
chairperson of the AU 
Commission Nkosazana 
Dlamini-Zuma at 
the groundbreaking 
ceremony of the project.
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African ministers commend 
achievements made through FOCAC
Foreign ministers from 

Tanzania, Kenya and 
Nigeria on Thursday 

commended achievements 
made through the Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation 
(FOCAC).

Since the FOCAC 
Johannesburg Summit held 
in South Africa in 2015, 
many accomplishments have 
been done and many inroads 
have been made all around 
the development, Tanzanian 
foreign minister Augustine 
Philip Mahiga told reporters 
on the sidelines of the ongoing 
30th AU summit.

In 2000, China and 
African countries launched 
the FOCAC as a platform 
for collective consultation, 
dialogue and partnership 
in the form of South-South 
cooperation, to further 
strengthen the friendly 
relations between the two 
sides, and jointly meet the 
challenges of the Millennium 
Development Goals and 
economic globalization.

At the Johannesburg 
Summit, China announced 
10 major plans for China-
Africa cooperation over the 
next three years, backed by 
a package of 60 billion U.S. 
dollars.

FOCAC always work for 
Africa because it is a forum 
that allows Africa and China 
to exchange views, think 
together and put critical 
issues for Africa on the 
table including issues about 
infrastructure and Africa 
development, Kenyan foreign 
minister Amina Mohamed 
told Xinhua.

FOCAC is a fantastic 
partnership that we value 
greatly, said Geoffrey 
Onyeama, Nigerian foreign 
minister.

“We all very appreciate 
as African countries that 
the Chinese government is 
making available resources 
such as technique and 
materials for African 
countries,” said Onyeama in 
an interview.

Beijing Summit provides 
opportunity

China will this year 
host the FOCAC summit in 
Beijing. The Beijing summit is 

an additional opportunity 
that could discuss big issues 
of Africa and review the 
progress of the pledges that 
Africa and China made in the 
past, said Mohamed.

Up till now, China 
has signed cooperative 
agreements with more than 80 
countries and organizations 
within the framework of the 
Belt and Road Initiative. 
Chinese businesses have 
invested over 50 billion U.S. 
dollars and created near-
200,000 local jobs in the 
countries along the Belt and 
Road Initiative.

According to Mahiga, 
it is important that Africa 
and China share the vision 
of China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative together at the 
highest level as the Belt and 
Road Initiative has given a 
new impetus to the FOCAC.

Tanzania looks forward 
to the forthcoming great 
participation at the Beijing 
Summit and the agenda to be 
discussed at the summit will 
be enhanced, said the minister.

He also expected that the 
vision shared in the global 
context of the Belt and 
Road Initiative will put new 
dynamism into the FOCAC 
framework.

...As leaders dismiss French 
report of China “spying” on 
AU headquarters

Ethiopian Prime 
M i n i s t e r , 
H a i l e m a r i a m 

Desalegn has rejected 
a French media 
report that alleged 
China was spying on 
theAfrican Union(AU) 
headquarters in Addis 
Ababa.
The French newspaper 
Le Monde said China 
had bugged the 
building it had built 
and gifted to the AU 
in 2012 and had been 
downloading data from 
servers in the building.
“There’s nothing 
to be spied (on) 
because (the) China-
Africa relationship 
is very strategic, 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,” 
Hailemariam said on 
the sidelines of the 30th 
AU summit held at the 
AU headquarters.
AU Commission Chair 
Moussa Faki told a 
press conference at the 

end of the summit that 
he did not find any sign 
that the AU building 
was being spied upon.
Calling the report 
“ s e n s a t i o n a l ” , 
“preposterous” and 
“totally untrue”, Kuang 
Weilin, head of the 
Chinese mission to 
the AU, said the AU 
headquarters is a very 
important project 
donated by China 
to support the pan-
African bloc.
China’s relationship 
with Africa and the 
AU will go on and be 
further strengthened, 
Kuang said.
“That is the tide of 
the times that one 
newspaper, one 
sensational story can’t 
stop,” he added.
Kuang also questioned 
the paper’s intention 
as the article was 
published a day before 
the AU summit.

Tanzania Foreign Affairs minister Augustine Philip Mahiga
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On January 25, 
2018, the signing 
ceremony of the 

Framework Agreement on 
Concessional Loan between 
the Governments of China 
and South Sudan was held 
in Juba. H.E. He Xiangdong, 
Chinese Ambassador to 
South Sudan, Hon. Stephen 
Dhieu Dau, Minister of 
Finance and Economic 
Planning of South Sudan 
signed the Agreement. Hon. 
Deng Alor Kuol, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation, 
Hon. John Luk Jok, Minister 
of Transport, Mr. Zhang 
Yi and Mr. Cai Senming of 
Economic and Commercial 
Office of the Embassy and 
senior officials from the 
Ministry of Finance were 
present at the ceremony.

According to the 
framework agreement, the 
two Governments agreed 
that the Export-Import Bank of 
China provide a concessional 
loan to the Ministry of Finance 
for the implementation of South 

Sudan’s air traffic management 
system engineering project. Upon 
completion of the project, South 
Sudan will gain the autonomy of 

airspace monitoring and air traffic 
information services, to provide 
strong support for its political, 
economic and social development.

China and South Sudan Sign Framework 
Agreement on Concessional Loan

The Ugandan government 
has launched the 
construction of a 200 

million yuan (32 million 
U.S. dollars) China-aided 
industrial skills training and 
production center.

Ugandan Prime Minister 
Ruhakana Ruganda, on 
behalf of President Yoweri 
Museveni, launched the 
groundbreaking ceremony 
for the construction of the 
project, dubbed machining 
and manufacturing center, at 
the Kampala Industrial and 
Business Park in Namanve.

Museveni in a speech read 
by Rugunda said the center, 
the first of its kind in Uganda, 
will help in two key pillars 
of appropriate technology, 
human capital development, 

boosting industrialization.
“The project we are 

launching today is intended 
to address the appropriate 
technology and skilled 
manpower by introducing 
modern methods and 
practices for machining 
and manufacturing,” said 
Museveni.

Museveni said the 
project will address skills 
in mechatronics, which 
combines technologies of 
mechanics, pneumatics, 
hydraulics, electronics, 
information processing, basic 
electricity, motor and motion 
control.

He added that facility will 
help in computer numerical 
control technology for 
manufacturing tools and 

equipment and precision 
machining, where machine 
tools such as lathes, milling 
machines, grinders, and drill 
presses, are used to produce 
precision metal and non-
metal parts.

Zheng Zhuqiang, Chinese 
Ambassador to Uganda, 
said the project, which is an 
outcome of the 6th Forum 
on China-Africa Cooperation 
(FOCAC), will help 
Uganda address the youth 
unemployment and promote 
development.

“It is hoped that this center 
in future can introduce modern 
manufacturing technology to 
the local enterprises and equip 
the Ugandan youths with 
key industrial skills, through 
which the center could 

contribute to the national 
development plan of Uganda 
and improve the Ugandan 
people’s well-being,” said 
Zheng.

Unemployment rate in 
Uganda rose to 2.28 percent 
in 2016 from 2.15 percent in 
2015, according to Uganda’s 
Bureau of Statistics.

The project is being 
implemented by Uganda 
Industrial Research Institute 
(UIRI), on behalf of the 
government of Uganda 
and sits on 15 acres of land 
provided by the government 
through Uganda Investment 
Authority (UIA).

The construction 
commenced on November 
30th, 2017 and is slated to be 
completed in two years.

Uganda launches construction of China-
aided industrial skills training center

    China and South Sudan Sign Framework Agreement on Concessional Loan
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The Gambian leader Adama Bar-
row has urged his technocrats to 
work hard and learn from China 

in order to register a rapid socio-eco-
nomic and infrastructural develop-
ment for the west African country.

“We can learn from China, by 
opening up. They have been able to 
advance in less than four decades, 
much less a small country like ours. 
Our size, location, sea and land give 
us advantage. We have to take the ad-
vantage, it is now or never,” he said 
at a State House meeting with public 
servants.

He emphasized that “business can’t 
be as usual. If business is as usual, 
then the purpose of the New Gambia 
would be defeated.”

The president advised officials to 
be fearless, courageous, and have 

Gambian president urges his technocrats 
to learn from China

Chinese delegation 
introduces CPC party 
congress in Ethiopia

A C h i n e s e 
d e l e g a t i o n 
wrapped up 

its three-day visit 
to Ethiopia after 
introducing the 
achievements of the 
19th National Congress 
of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC).

Upon the invitation 
of the ruling Ethiopian 
People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front 
(EPRDF), the Chinese 
delegation led by 
Wang Xiaohui,deputy 
head of the Publicity 
Department of the CPC 
Central Committee and 
executive vice director 
of the Policy Research 
Office of the CPC 
Central Committee, paid 
a working visit to the East 
African country on Jan. 
22-24. Wang met with 
head of EPRDF office 
Shiferaw Shigute, and 
attended symposiums 

held at Meles Zenawi 
Leadership Academy 
and Addis Ababa 
University on the spirit 
of the 19th CPC National 
Congress.

The attendees praised 
the achievements and 
significance of the 
congress, especially 
the global significance 
ofXi JinpingThought 
on Socialism with 
Chinese Characteristics 
for a New Era, which 
was a highlight of the 
congress.

They also lauded the 
historic achievements 
that China has made 
since the 18th CPC 
National Congress.

The ruling EPRDF 
expressed keen interest 
to further intensify 
close cooperation 
with the CPC and to 
share experiences in 
governing the party and 
the country.

faith and determination to succeed as 
a nation.

Barrow has repeatedly made ref-

erence to China on rapid economic 
growth, especially after his visit to 
Beijing in December.

Africa a priority in China’s diplo-
macy: Chinese FM

China’s diplomatic 
tradition of foreign 
ministers visiting Africa 

first in the new year indicates 
that Africa is always a priority 
in China’s diplomacy, Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi said. 

The tradition has been kept 
for 28 years till now, Wang 
addressed media after meeting 
with Rwandan President Paul 
Kagame in Kigali, the capital, 
adding that China is always 
the most reliable friend and 
partner of its African brothers.

The Chinese minister 
also introduced his country’s 
expectations of the Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation 
(FOCAC) summit to be 
held in Beijing this year, an 
official forum established in 
2000 to strengthen friendly 
cooperation between the two 
sides.

Wang noted that the 
FOCAC is an important 
channel for conducting 
collective dialogue and 
deepening mutually beneficial 
cooperation between China 
and Africa, as this is the largest 
and the most productive 
platform for the 29 member 

countries of the South-South 
cooperation.

The 2015 FOCAC 
Johannesburg Summit 
achieved great success, said 
Wang, adding that China 
is willing to strengthen 
communication and 
consultation with African 
friends to take this year’s 
Beijing Summit to new 
heights.

Many African countries 
appreciate and support the 
Belt and Road Initiative 
proposed by Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, and China hopes 
to inject new impetus into 
cooperation with Africa 
through jointly building the 
initiative, he said.

As a natural and historical 
extension of the Belt and Road, 
Africa should not be absent in 
the co-building process, nor 
should it be left behind in the 
mutual development of China 
and the world, he added.

Wang, who is in Africa 
for his first New Year trip, is 
scheduled to visit Angola, 
Gabon and Sao Tome and 
Principe after Rwanda. 

The Gambian leader, Adama Barrow and Chinese President, Xi Jinping
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Ethiopian and China have an-
nounced their commitment to 
strengthen partnership in areas of 

strategic interest.
The two countries affirmed this dur-

ing a meeting of the Ethiopian Foreign 
Affairs Minister, Workneh Gebeyehu, 
and China’s Assistant Foreign Minister 
Chen Xiaodong, on the sidelines of the 
30th AU summit, which is underway 
at the headquarters of the pan-African 
body in Ethiopia’s capital Addis Ababa.

According to the statement issued on 
Monday by the Ethiopian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Gebeyehu and Chen 
have expressed their common target to 
strengthen the two countries’ strategic 
partnership, with due emphasis given to 
partnership in development endeavors.

“China is a true partner of Ethiopia 
in our effort towards development and 
eradicate poverty,” Gebeyehu said, add-
ing that “we are happy regarding the co-
operation with China.”

Chen on his part also expressed Chi-
na’s willingness to further uplift the part-
nership with the east African country in 
all areas of common interest, according 
to the Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs.

Chen lauded Ethiopia’s contribution 
towards bringing peace and stability in 
the Horn of Africa region together with 
development of the region, it was noted.

The Ethiopian government has pre-
viously indicated that its relation with 
China remains one among the major pri-
ority partnerships both in the diplomatic 

and other sectors.
Ahmed Shide, Ethiopia’s Minister of 

Transport, told Xinhua that Chinese en-
gagement has benefited the east African 
country both in business and people-to-
people relations.

China, Ethiopia’s largest trading 
partner, is a major player in Ethiopia’s 
investment, trade and diplomatic land-
scape.

In the past two decades alone, Chi-
nese companies have invested close to 4 
billion U.S. dollars in Ethiopia, accord-
ing to the Ethiopia Investment Commis-
sion (EIC).

Private Chinese firms’ investment is 
also the single largest foreign direct in-
vestment source for Ethiopia in 2017, 
according to EIC.

Sino-Burundian relations 
are at the best time in 
history, enjoying high 

political mutual trust and fruitful 
economic and trade cooperation, 
Spokesman of Burundian 
President said in an interview 
recently.

The two sides have developed 
their relations beyond traditional 
friendship, Jean Claude Ndenzako 
Karerwa told reporters. “On top 
of multi-faceted support, China 
has repeatedly been against unfair 
resolutions against Burundi,” 
said Karerwa.

Cooperation agreements 
were signed over the past 15 
years in key sectors including 
health, education, energy and 
agriculture, he said.

According to him, in 2017 
alone, there were “countless” 
achievements made by China 
in favor of Burundi, including 
the ongoing construction of the 
presidential palace and state 
house, scholarships and training 
sessions granted to Burundian 
citizens by China.

“Until now, we 100 percent 
appreciate the ongoing 
cooperation and we look 
forward to improving our mutual 
cooperation,” Karerwa said.

China will host this year’s Forum 
on China-Africa Cooperation 

China-Burundi relations at best time 
in history: president spokesperson

Ethiopia, China vow to deepen ties in strategic areas

(FOCAC) in Beijing. FOCAC 
can be considered as a pillar on 
which Burundi will continue to 
strengthen cooperation ties, said 
the spokesperson.

Chinese companies play a 
key role in the development of 
Africa’s key strategic sectors like 
agriculture, banking, insurance, 
infrastructure, transport, 
transfer of knowledge and 

technologies and information and 
communication technologies, he 
said.

He further said Burundi wishes 
to strengthen cooperation with 
China in the sectors of capacity 
building, medical treatment and 
construction of hydropower 
dams.

China and Burundi established 
diplomatic relations in 1963.

Jean Claude Ndenzako Karerwa, spokesman of Burundian President
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By Ambassador Lin Songtian 

It is regrettable that the French 
newspaper, Le Monde, 
recently published an article 

which smears that China has been 
wiretapping the AU headquarters. 
The article further maliciously 
claims that China has been 
transmitting computer data from the 
Chinese built AU headquarters to a 
server in Shanghai every night since 
2012, and was only found out by 
the African side until last year. For 
the Chinese people, we are not at 
all surprised by such a completely 
fabricated report from the Le 
Monde and other western media. In 
fact, we think such a report doesn’t 
even deserve a response, because 
the Chinese people know too well 
what these media are up to. We are 
very happy to see that, in the days 
following this false report, Prime 
Minister Hailemariam of Ethiopia, 
Chairperson Moussa Faki of the 
AU Commission, and many other 
African leaders have stepped up 
to reject and condemn the report. 
Unfortunately, a small number of 
African media still went ahead to 
play up the story. For China, it is 
not the story itself, but the fact that 
some of our African media friends 
have easily fallen into the trap and 
followed the Western suit without 
seeking truth from the fact, that is 
particularly hurting. For China, this 
is the gravest harm on the sincere and 
selfless assistance from the Chinese 
government and people to Africa. 
And it is the gravest disrespect to 
China’s firm commitment to the 
principles of sincerity, practical 
results, affinity and good faith 
in developing relations and 
cooperation with Africa.

It is known to all that China 
and Africa have always been good 
brothers through thick and thin. 
In 1960s and 1970s, in order to 
support Africa’s national liberation 
and political independence, the 
Chinese people have tightened our 
belts to build the Tanzania - Zambia 
railway. 65 sons and daughters of 
China have sacrificed their precious 
life for this railway construction 
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and have forever remained on this 
continent. China, as the world’s 
largest developing country, has 
always stood together with African 
brothers and sisters shoulder by 
shoulder, and has supported all 
friendly African countries within 
our best capabilities. According 
to incomplete statistics, China has 
helped Africa build over 80 sports 
stadiums, 200 plus schools, and 20 
parliamentary buildings. China has 
financed and built over 6,500 km 
of railways, over 6,000 km 
of roads, 70 plus power 
plants, and tens of airports, 
seaports, and government 
buildings. What China 
has done has played a 
unique and important role 
in supporting Africa to 
realize self-sustainable 
development. Among 
these projects, the building 
complex of the AU 
headquarters in Addis 
Ababa completed in 2011 
is particularly worth-
mentioning as a gift from 
the Chinese people to the 
African people, and as a 
major effort of China to 
support African integration 
and unity for strength. This 
most modern building 
complex on the African 
continent was requested 
to be built by the African 
Union and friendly African 
countries, and marks as 
another symbol of China-
Africa friendship in the 
new century.

Since taking office, 
the Chinese President Xi 
Jinping has clearly instructed us 
that, in conducting China’s relations 
with Africa, we must adhere to the 
principles of sincerity, practical 
results, affinity and good faith, and 
uphold the values of friendship, 
justice and shared interests. 
The essence of this instruction 
is to closely combine China’s 
self-development and Africa’s 
realization of self-sustainable 
development, so as to realize win-
win cooperation for common 
development. In an effort to support 
Africa to breakthrough the three 
development bottlenecks, namely, 

development. A large number of 
flagship projects including the 
Addis Ababa-Djibouti Railway, 
Mombasa–Nairobi Railway, and 
the Abuja-Kaduna Rail in Nigeria 
have all been completed and 
entered into service. China-Africa 
production capacity cooperation is 
also moving forward rapidly with 
4 pilot African countries including 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania and 
the Republic of Congo and with 
over 10 major production capacity 

cooperation countries which 
include South Africa, Zambia, 
Uganda and Nigeria. As large 
numbers of Chinese investors rush 
into Africa, numerous jobs have 
been created for the local people. 
Today, China-Africa cooperation 
is taking up a renewed momentum 
of growth, bringing benefits to and 
winning support from all sectors of 
the African society.

China strongly believes that, 
without economic independence, 
there will never be true political 
independence. That is why 
we have made it the Chinese 

government’s political commitment 
and correct choice to sincerely and 
earnestly help African countries 
realize economic independence 
and then achieve complete political 
independence. Our pursuit of equality, 
mutual trust, and mutually beneficial 
cooperation is the fundamental 
characteristics and the unique strength 
of China’s policy towards Africa. In 
working with African brothers, China 
never attaches any political strings, 
never makes others do things against 

their will, never interferes with 
others’ domestic affairs, and 
never makes empty promise 
to African brothers. China has 
never had any problems in 
exchanging information with 
African brothers and sisters, and 
therefore has absolutely no need 
to resort to such despicable and 
disgraceful moves used by certain 
countries to gather information 
from others. Maybe the Western 
media have forgotten that all the 
computers in the AU building 
carry chips that are made and 
controlled by the West, out of 
China’s ability to maneuver.

Unfortunately, certain 
countries want to keep Africa 
as it was, always trapped in 
poverty, conflicts and instability, 
so that they can continue 
colonizing, controlling and 
manipulating Africa. They 
themselves don’t want to help 
Africa realize durable peace and 
self-sustainable development. 
Even worse, they don’t want 
China and other countries to 
help Africa. Those countries 
are deeply nervous about and 

frustrated by China’s massive scale 
efforts to support Africa to realize 
self-sustainable development. That is 
why they have resorted to the tools 
of media, to fabricate lies, to mislead 
and manipulate the public opinion. 
Their intention is clear: to discourage 
the Chinese efforts and commitment 
to Africa, to derail Africa’s efforts 
for self-sustainable development, 
to divide and disrupt China-Africa 
cooperation, and to eventually weaken 
and divide Africa. That is also why Le 
Monde has chosen such a calculated 
timing during the AU Summit to run 
the story, the ulterior motive of which 
is all too clear.

It is necessary to point out that, 
to uphold sound China-Africa 
cooperation serves the fundamental 
development interests of the African 
countries and the African people. As 
witnesses, recorders, and storytellers 
of China-Africa cooperation, the 
African media friends have for 
many years played an irreplaceable 
role in consolidating friendship and 
promoting cooperation between 
China and Africa. For the West, they 
have always viewed China and Africa 
through colored lens, and have always 
been smearing and negative on China, 
Africa and China-Africa cooperation. 
With their incurable political bias, 
it is simply unrealistic to expect 
Western media to tell the real and 
truthful stories, still less the good and 
positive stories on China, Africa and 
China-Africa cooperation. Failing to 
understand such basic reality and to 
blindly follow the Western suit would 
make African media easy victims of 
the West. In the end, what it harms 
is not only China’s image, but also 
Africa’s fundamental and long-term 
development interests. As Africa’s 
true friend and reliable development 
partner, China will never do anything 
against the interest of the African 
countries and the African people. It is 
our sincere hope that friends from the 
African media can travel around the 
continent to places like Addis Ababa 
and see with your own eyes what 
China has been doing in Africa, and 
what those countries frightened by 
China-Africa cooperation have been 
doing in Africa. Seeing is believing. 
It’s expected that the African media 
will not dance to the music of others’ 
and fall into the trap of the lies made 
by the Western media. By doing so, 
the innocent African people will be 
misled and the warm enthusiasm 
and sincere feelings of the Chinese 
government and the Chinese people 
towards Africa will be deeply hurt. 
We sincerely hope that our African 
journalist friends can leverage your 
own unique strengths to tell real 
and vivid stories of China-Africa 
friendship and win-win cooperation 
for common development. I have 
strong confidence and belief in you 
to be powerful champions for China-
Africa friendship and great defenders 
of the shared interests of China-Africa 
cooperation.

inadequate infrastructure, lack of 
professional and skilled personnel, 
and short of financial resources, during 
the FOCAC Johannesburg Summit in 
December 2015, President Xi Jinping 
announced China-Africa Ten Major 
Cooperative Plans with a commitment 
of 60 billion US dollars of financial 
support to help Africa accelerate 
industrialization and agricultural 
modernization. Thanks to our joint 
efforts, remarkable progress has been 
achieved in the implementation of the 

outcomes of the FOCAC Johannesburg 
Summit. With over 100 billion direct 
Chinese investment and financing in 
Africa, China-Africa cooperation is 
demonstrating encouraging and robust 
momentum of growth.

Today, China stands as Africa’s 
largest trading partner and major 
investor. In the first half of last 
year, two-way trade between China 
and Africa has moved against the 
downward pressure and registered 
a significant growth of 19%, 
totaling 85.3 billion US dollars. 
China has become Africa’s most 
important investor in infrastructure 

  Lin Songtian is ambassador of China to South Africa
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Chinese automaker Foton has 
officially launched its first 
assembled trucks in Kenya as 

it moves to cement its footprint in the 
local market.

Sun Qingzhong, General Manager 
of Foton Motor Kenya Ltd., said in 
Mombasa that the company which has 
been pushing for the globalization of 
its brands, has set a long-term strategic 
plan in Kenya and Africa.

Sun said the company will be 
assembling its vehicles at Association 
of Vehicles Assemblers (AVA) plant in 
Miritini, west of Mombasa.

“Today, Foton Motor is accelerating 
the development of localization in 
Kenya. With the off-line of first truck 
from AVA, Foton Motors has realized 
the localization of its main value chain 
officially today,” said Sun.

He said Foton is committed 
to localization, by which they are 
committed to providing local customers 
with high value products.

The Chinese automaker will 
also provide spare parts, after-sale 
services and at the same time increase 
local taxation and create more job 
opportunities, contribute to the 
development of local economy.

“On broader basis, Foton eyes to 
penetrate into East African Community 
(EAC) and Common Market for Eastern 
and Southern Africa (COMESA) Free 
Trade Zone through its assembly plant 
located in Kenya in the near future,” 

Algeria urges Chinese firms to invest in its 
car industry

Chinese automaker Foton launches assem-
bled trucks in Kenya

ChinAfrica Newsletter/February 2018 News

Sun said.
He said Foton partnership with AVA 

is very strategic. AVA is one of the three 
largest assembly plants in Kenya, also 
assembling for some internationally 
renowned brands such as Toyota, Scania 
and others.

“By cooperation with AVA, we aim 
to reduce the cost, meanwhile, ensure 
the quality and craftsmanship of the 
assembled products to reach the same 
level with domestic factories,” said Sun.

Foton has especially dispatched 
technical experts group to AVA and 
shipped some equipment from China to 
optimize and upgrade the assembly line 
of AVA.

Sun said Foton is determined to 

produce satisfactory products and 
enhance core competitiveness.

“At present, our KD products start 
from heavy duty trucks, gradually it will 
extend to full range of products such as 
light trucks and Sport Utility Vehicles 
(SUVs),” he said.

Foton’s motor vehicle brands that 
include heavy commercial trucks, 
buses and pickups have higher brand 
recognition in Kenya since the company 
opened its operations in the country in 
2012.

Statistics from the company showed, 
since 2005, Foton has sold about 95,000 
commercial vehicles to Africa, among 
which some 4,000 were sold to Kenya 
customers.

Algerian Industry Minister 
Youssef Yousfi has invited 
Chinese automaker 

companies to invest in Algeria, 
APS news agency reported.

The invitation came during 
a meeting between Yousfi with 
Chinese Ambassador to Algeria, 
Yang Guangyu, according to 
a statement from the industry 
ministry.

The Algerian minister has called 
on Chinese enterprises specializing 
in the manufacture of auto parts 
and accessories to invest in Algeria 
and contribute to the development 
of the national automobile industry 
through partnership projects.

Algeria has allowed some 

international automaker brands 
to install assembly plants in 
partnership with local dealers.

Yousfi recently urged those 
companies to start the production 
of car’s spare parts in a bid to 
gradually shift into the production 
of cars rather than assembling them.

The minister’s invitation 
comes as the government seeks to 
diversify the Algerian economy to 
gradually emerge from dependency 
on hydrocarbons.

The minister also urged Chinese 
dealers in the field of mines to 
contribute to the re-establishment 
of exploration and mining activities 
in Algeria.

For his part, the Chinese 

ambassador hailed the strong 
historical ties between Algeria 
and China, saying the year 2018 
marks the 60th anniversary of 
the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between the two countries.

He stressed that his country 
intends to commemorate this 
anniversary by strengthening 
industrial and commercial 
cooperation with Algeria.

Algeria and China crowned 
their 50 years cooperation by 
signing comprehensive strategic 
partnership in May 2014, and then 
inked another agreement in June 
2014 in Beijing to outline their 
bilateral cooperation for the period 
2014-2018.
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“What I can assure you of is 
that the relations between China 
and Africa, as I described, are 
unwavering. No maneuvers of 
this type can distract us from our 
objectives,” Faki said.

“The African Union is 
an international political 
organization. It doesn’t process 
secret defense dossiers. We are 
an administration and I don’t see 
what interest there is to China to 
offer up a building of this type and 
then to spy,” he said.

“So these are totally false 
allegations and I believe that 
we are completely disregarding 
them.”

The $200 million headquarters 
was fully funded and built by 
China and opened to great fanfare 
in 2012. It was seen as a symbol 
of Beijing’s thrust for influence 
in Africa, and access to the 
continent’s natural resources.

Wang said that he appreciated 
Faki’s comments, and called the 
headquarters a symbol of China-
Africa friendship.

“It cannot be tarnished by any 
person or any force,” Wang said.

China-Africa relations had 
withstood decades of ups and 
downs and changes in the 
international arena, he added.

“Perhaps some people or forces 
are unwilling to help Africa 
themselves and have a feeling of 
sour grapes about the achievements 
of China’s cooperation with 
Africa,” Wang said.

“Any rumors are powerless, 
and any sowing of discord won’t 
succeed.”

As in the Ethiopian capital, 
China’s investments in road and 
rail infrastructure are highly 
visible across the continent. At 
a 2015 summit in South Africa, 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
pledged $60 billion in aid and 
investment to the continent, 
saying it would continue to build 
roads, railways and ports.

Separately, Wang announced 
that China would hold another 
summit with African leaders this 
September, in Beijing.

The African Union does not 
have any secret dossiers and 
nothing to spy on, a senior 

official said in Beijing, rejecting 
a report in French newspaper Le 
Monde that Beijing had bugged 
the regional bloc’s headquarters in 
Addis Ababa.

Le Monde, quoting anonymous 
AU sources, reported last month 
that data from computers in the 
Chinese-built building had been 
transferred nightly to Chinese 
servers for five years.

After the massive hack was 
discovered a year ago, the 
building’s IT system including 
servers was changed, according 
to Le Monde. During a sweep 
for bugs after the discovery, 
microphones hidden in desks and 
the walls were also detected and 
removed, the newspaper reported.

Speaking to reporters with 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi at his side, head of the African 
Union Commission Moussa Faki 
Mahamat said the allegations in 
the paper were false.

African Union denounces spy report, says has no secret dossiers 

Gabon’s Foreign Minister Noel 
Nelson Messone has expressed 
appreciation for China’s long-

term and sincere support for his 
country’s development, hailing China 
as a reliable friend.

In a meeting with visiting Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, Messone 
said Gabon and China agreed to lift 
their relations to a comprehensive 
cooperative partnership during 
President Ali Bongo Ondimba’s visit 
to China in 2016, ushering bilateral 
relations into a historic new stage.

Messone hailed China as Gabon’s 
reliable friend, saying China’s long-
term and sincere support in areas 
such as politics and economy has 
played a significant role in Gabon’s 
development.

He reiterated Gabon’s adherence to 
the one-China policy, and its support 
for China’s legitimate rights and 
interests on issues such as the South 
China Sea.

Messone said that Gabon is willing 
to continue mutually beneficial 

cooperation with China on trade, 
infrastructure, agriculture, education, 
health and defense.

Gabon stands ready to join the Belt 
and Road Initiative proposed by China, 
said Messone, adding that the initiative 
will help build a world economy that 
is more open and promote Africa’s 
development.

Gabon is also willing to play an 
active role in efforts to ensure the 
success of the Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation (FOCAC) summit, and 
to deepen Africa-China cooperation, 
said Messone.

For his part, the Chinese foreign 
minister, who is on the third leg of his 
four-nation visit to Africa, called on 
both sides to take concrete measures 
to implement their comprehensive 
cooperative partnership.

As trustworthy and supportive 
partners, China and Gabon should 
continue to understand and support 
each other on issues concerning each 
other’s core interests, said Wang.

China supports Gabon’s efforts to 

realize economic diversification, said 
Wang, adding China will continue to 
provide necessary support for Gabon 
in infrastructure development.

China will also promote industrial 
cooperation with Gabon in key areas 
such as mining, fishery, forestry and 
agriculture, and help Gabon elevate 
self-development capacity, said Wang.

He also called for bilateral 
cooperation in efforts to deal with 
regional and global challenges, and 
strengthen their communication 
and coordination on regional and 
international issues such as climate 
change in order to maintain the 
common interests of developing 
countries.

China appreciates Gabon’s 
consistent efforts to promote Sino-
African relations, said Wang, 
expressing hope that Gabon will 
contribute to the successful holding of 
the FOCAC summit in Beijing and the 
further development of China-Africa 
comprehensive strategic cooperative 
partnership.

Gabon appreciates China’s long-term, sincere support: FM
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Chinese delegation introduces essence 
of CPC national congress in Kenya

The Chinese government 
donated about two mil-
lion yuan (314,000 U.S. 

dollars) to help Zambia tackle 
a cholera outbreak that has rav-
aged especially Lusaka, capital 
of the southern African country.

Chinese Ambassador to Zam-
bia Yang Youming said during 
a ceremony at the Ministry of 
Health that the Chinese govern-
ment has also sent a team of ex-
perts to work with authorities in 
Zambia on how to contain chol-
era.

Apart from the donation from 
the government, the Chinese 
embassy also donated a further 
50,000 Zambian Kwacha (about 
5,000 U.S. dollars) towards the 
fight against cholera, while Chi-
nese enterprises have so far pro-
vided over one million Kwacha 
(about 100,000 U.S. dollars) in 
cash donation, Yang added.

He further said the Chinese 
enterprises have promised to 
sink new boreholes as a way of 
helping communities have ac-
cess to clean water.

The Chinese ambassador also 
signed an agreement with the 
Zambian authorities towards 
cooperation in fighting cholera.

On his part, Zambia’s Minis-
ter of Health Chitalu Chilufya 
thanked the Chinese govern-
ment for the donation, saying 

China has always been an all-
weather friend.

The Zambian minister said 
China has done a lot in helping 
Zambia in the health sector as 
evidenced through the sending 
of 20 medical teams to date as 
well as helping in the improve-
ment of health infrastructure.

Cholera broke out in October 
last year in Lusaka, with 3,444 
cases recorded so far and over 
70 deaths.

But the Zambian minister ex-
pressed optimism that the battle 
will soon be won as the country 
has recorded drastic reduction 
in new cholera cases.

A Chinese delegation 
introduced the essence 
and achievements of the 

19th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China 
(CPC) to Kenya during a three-
day visit to the East African 
country.

Upon the invitation of the 
Jubilee Party of Kenya, the 
Chinese delegation led by Wang 
Xiaohui, deputy head of the 
Publicity Department of the 
CPC Central Committee and 
executive vice director of the 
Policy Research Office of the 

CPC Central Committee, visited 
the country from Wednesday to 
Friday.

Wang met respectively with 
Uhuru Kenyatta, Chairman of 
the Jubilee Party of Kenya and 
Kenyan President, and Justin 
Muturi, the Speaker of the 
National Assembly. Wang also 
held talks with Raphael Tuju, 
Secretary General of the Jubilee 
Party of Kenya.

During the visit, Wang attended 
a symposium on the spirit of the 
19th CPC National Congress, 
briefing the Jubilee Party and 

various circles of Kenya on the 
essence and achievements of the 
key congress, interpreting Xi 
Jinping Thought on Socialism 
with Chinese Characteristics for 
a New Era and sharing the CPC’s 
experience in strengthening 
Party governance.

The Kenyan side expressed 
their thanks to the CPC Central 
Committee, saying that they 
hope to further intensify the 
friendly ties with the CPC and 
deepen exchange of experience 
in governing the party and the 
nation.

China donates funds to help Zambia tackle cholera outbreak

Chinese Ambassador to Zambia, Yang Youming (2nd L, Front) speaks during a donation 
ceremony at the Ministry of Health in Lusaka, capital of Zambia
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Beijing Zoo to work with African 
institution to protect animals

N amibia’s national 
flagship Kalimbeza 
Green Scheme Irrigation 

Project in the northeastern part 
of the country is  running trials 
of 15 Chinese rice varieties to 
test  adaptabili ty,  said project 
manager Patrick Kompeli .

The Chinese rice varieties, 
if  adaptable,  are envisaged to 
boost local food production 
and further strengthen crops’ 
resil ience to climate change.

“Our overarching goal is  to 
produce quali ty rice to feed 
the nation and further reduce 
imports of r ice.  This can 
only be achieved if  we plant 
the best  and climate resil ient 
variety,  hence the tr ials,” said 
Kompeli .

Chinese agricultural  experts 
deployed at  the project 
extension under the South-
South Cooperation agreement 
between China,  Food and 
Agriculture Organization and 
Namibia are at  the helm of this 
transformation.

Chinese expert  Deng 
Zhengrui said that the 15 rice 
varieties under tr ial  are from 
China, a country renowned for 
rice production.

“From the 15, we will 
identify the two most adaptable 
Asian varieties,” he said.

The process leading to the 
tr ials was extensive,  according 
to Deng.

“We had to provide 
extensively train local 
technical workers at  the 
project on all  processes 
including land preparation 
and technology usage ahead 
of implementation,” added the 
expert .

In the interim, an irrigation 
system and wet shade is being 
engineered on 0.2 hectares 
of land at  the project for this 
purpose,  and is expected to 
be expanded to one or more 
hectares of land overtime.

Beijing Zoo and the 
African Wildlife 
Foundation (AWF) 

will conduct joint research 
on animal protection, 
Beijing Zoo management 
has said.

The two sides are 
expected to exchange 
knowledge and personnel, 
as well as share information 
and technology.

AWF will invite Chinese 
experts and researchers 
to visit African zoos, 
exchanging experiences of 

zoo management and animal 
protection, and the AWF will 
learn from China in areas 
such as animal breeding and 
disease prevention.

“The African continent 
is endowed with abundant 
species. We want to 
introduce their measures 
of animal protection to 
China and also share our 
technology with them,” said 
Li Xiaoguang, director of 
the Beijing Zoo.

“We see this as a part 
of continuing partnership 

between China and Africa,” 
said Kaddu Sebunya, 
president of the AWF.

Sebunya praised China 
for the ban of all ivory 
processing and trade, adding 
that, besides economic 
cooperation, cooperation on 
animal protection should be 
strengthened between the 
two sides.

Established in 1906, 
Beijing Zoo is one of the 
largest city zoos in China, 
receiving around 8 million 
visits every year.

Namibia bets 
on Chinese 
rice varieties 
to boost pro-
duction

Liberia’s new president pledges 
commitment to one-China policy

Liberia’s new 
p r e s i d e n t 
George Weah 

has reaffirmed the 
commitment to one-
China policy, saying 
his government would 
work closely with 
China.

Weah, who took 
office on Monday, 
noted the cooperation 
between China 
and Liberia and 
pledged to do more 
in strengthening the 
relations between the 
two countries.

In his inaugural 

speech, the new 
Liberian leader paid 
glowing tributes to 
China and thanked 
the international 
community “for 
their contributions 
to Liberia’s 
development.”

The new president 
has promised to bolster 
the weak economy and 
eradicate corruption in 
the country.

Weah took over 
from Africa’s first 
elected female 
president, Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf, who 

served a two-term 
tenure of 12 years.

The presidential 
inauguration on 
Monday was the 
country’s first 
transition between 
elected leaders since 
1944.

C h i n e s e 
PresidentXi Jinping’s 
special envoy, Li 
Bin, also attended 
the inauguration 
witnessed by at least 
eight African heads 
of state and some 
international soccer 
stars.

Liberia’s new President, Geoge Weah
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Chinese foreign minister outlines 
China’s diplomacy in 2018
Chinese Foreign Minister 

Wang Yi outlined China’s 
diplomacy in 2018 at the 

New Year Reception.
Addressing foreign 

diplomats to China, Wang said 
China would further promote 
the Belt and Road construction 
in the new year, and implement 
the consensus reached at the 
first Belt and Road Forum 
for International Cooperation, 
held in Beijing in May 2017.

China will make good 
preparations for hosting a 
series of diplomatic events 
such as the annual meeting 
of the Boao Forum for Asia, 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization summit and the 
summit of Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation, he said.

“China will deepen its 
global partnership network 
in 2018, and is committed 
to building a major-country 
framework featuring stability 
and balanced development,” 
Wang said.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
He said the country would 

also cement friendship and 
cooperation with neighboring 
countries and cooperation with 
vast developing countries.

“China will continue to play 

a constructive role in resolving 
regional hotspot issues, and 
promote settling disputes and 
conflicts through dialogues 
and consultation,” he added.

Chinese State Councilor 

Yang Jiechi attended the 
reception, together with more 
than 400 participants from 
foreign diplomatic missions 
to China and various Chinese 
departments.

China can point way on energy, experts say
Its know-how on renewable resources seen 

as key to helping Africa generate clean, 
sustainable power
Chinese know-how in renewable energy 

development could help generate clean and 
sustainable power in Africa, where more than 
600 million people do not have electricity, energy 
experts say.

Frank Shang, general manager of strategy for 
Longi Green Energy Technology Co, says China 
is currently the biggest investor in renewable 
energy and has thus gained a lot of knowledge in 
the field and is willing to share it with Africa.

According to the World Economic Forum, an 
independent international organization, China had 
the biggest financial commitment to renewable 
energy in 2015, investing over $100 billion - an 
increase from $3 billion in the previous 10 years.

The Asian superpower makes up about a 
quarter of the global capacity for renewable 
power, predominantly through wind power.

Africa, on the other hand, is seen as having 
huge renewable energy potential, with large 
concentrations of alternative energy resources 
such as solar, wind, hydro and biomass energy. 
However, only a small fraction of Africa’s vast 
renewable energy potential has been tapped, 
experts say.

“Africa can learn from China’s experience 
to exploit its renewable energy potential. We can 
transfer technology and our products to Africa 

to help its countries to develop locally adapted 
products,” Shang says.

He adds that Africa is poised to become a big 
market for renewable energy, with expectations to 
increase production to 25 gigawatts by 2020 from 
the current 2 gigawatts.

Inadequate government funding as one of 
the biggest challenges facing renewable energy 
production in Africa, Shang says.

Meng Yujia, chairwoman of Versolsolar 
Hangzhou Co, says her company looks forward 
to introducing advanced Chinese technology 
for renewable energy production and hopes to 
replicate in Africa the investment models that 
have proved successful in China.

“I believe Africa is the new continent in terms 
of development, especially in solar energy. Africa 
has sunny days reaching 3,500 hours a year. That 
is attractive to Chinese investors,” says Meng.

Xing Jiguo, director of the China-Arab States 
Technology and Culture Transfer Center, says 
Chinese companies are willing to invest in Africa’s 
renewable energy sector, but a lack of information 
on the political situation is discouraging many.

Xing says Chinese companies looking to 
invest in Africa should find a local partner to 
understand the market better.

“Chinese investors are willing to use their 
expertise to help Africa to develop its renewable 
energy. It’s our wish that the African governments 
will support the investors,” he says.

Ali Zerouali, director of the International 
Cooperation and Partnerships Division of the 
Moroccan Agency for Sustainable Energy, says 
he is confident that China will help Africa to 
develop its renewable energy infrastructure as 
well as increase the continent’s access to modern 
energy services.

Zerouali says effective renewable energy 
development requires a clear vision and strategy, 
capital, knowledge, good political leadership and 
a clear regulatory framework that allows investors 
to mitigate risks.

“Africa is currently developing projects that 
require knowledge that allows wider competition 
and better pricing. China can provide all that, so 
I believe the country will bring light to Africa 
through development of renewable energies,” he 
says.

Eluma Obibuaku, vice-president of power 
for Africa Finance Corp in Nigeria, urges African 
governments to come up with policies that will be 
favorable to Chinese investors.

“A proper regulatory environment is vital for 
African countries to attract private-sector Chinese 
investors and capital as well as technology. That 
is what we need so that we can be able to realize 
the potential of renewable energy in Africa,” he 
says.

Obibuaku says energy self-sufficiency 
reduces countries’ exposure to the price and 
supply volatility of importing energy.
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Chinese-built hospital expected to provide quality 
healthcare to Rwandan people
Chinese firm China 

Civil Engineering 
C o n s t r u c t i o n 

Corporation (CCECC) 
has formally kicked off the 
construction of a district 
hospital in Rwanda’s capital 
city Kigali.

Speaking at the event 
shortly after laying the 
foundation stone, Rwandan 
health minister Diane 
Gashumba said the hospital 
will provide faster access to 
healthcare, closer to home, for 
people in Nyarugenge district.

“For any country to achieve 
inclusive economic and social 
growth, the health of its people 
is crucial,” she said. “This 
hospital will provide quality 
healthcare to all Rwandan 
citizens.”

The Nyarugenge district 
hospital project, jointly 
financed by the governments 
of Rwanda and Belgium, is 
expected to build a 120-bed 
multi-specialty hospital with 
a cost of around 7 million U.S. 
dollars. The hospital will be 
constructed on a surface area 
of two hectares.

Upon completion, it will 

have emergency services, 
administration rooms, a 
laboratory and an outpatient 
department, maternity ward, 
hospitalization ward and two 

operating theaters. It will also 
have a utility block comprising 
a mortuary, a laundry and a 
workshop.

According to the 

Nyarugenge district 
government, the second phase 
of the hospital is also planned, 
which will extend the capacity 
of the hospital to 300 beds.

Morocco, China explore means to bolster infra-
structure cooperation
Morocco and China discussed 
here on Friday means to bolster 
bilateral cooperation in the area of 
infrastructure.

The Moroccan Minister 
of Equipment, Transportation, 
Logistics and Water Abdelkader 
Amara and visiting Chinese Vice 
Minister of Commerce Qian 
Keming reviewed the current 
bilateral ventures in infrastructure 
development, exploring prospects 
of future bilateral partnership in 
this field.

Amara commended the 
level of cooperation between 
Morocco and China, stressing 
that the establishment of strategic 
partnership between Rabat and 
Beijing in 2016 consolidated 
bilateral cooperation.

This partnership has opened 
a new era in the Sino-Moroccan 

cooperation, offering growing 
opportunities of cooperation 
between Moroccan and Chinese 
companies.

Qian praised the good 
relations between the two 
countries, adding that bilateral 
cooperation resulted in the 
implementation of important 
investment projects in several 
areas, including infrastructure.

He said that the meeting 
represented a precious opportunity 
to identify new avenues of 
cooperation in this field, adding 
that the talks discussed the project 
of the development of the port 
of the northern Moroccan city 
of Kenitra and Morocco’s future 
high-speed railway between the 
southern cities of Marrakech and 
Agadir.

He also called for stronger 

joint ventures between Chinese 
and Moroccan firms to boost 
investments for infrastructure 
projects.

Qian is heading a Chinese 
delegation in a working visit to 
Morocco.

He chaired along with 
Moulay Hafid Elalamy, the 
Moroccan minister of industry, 
investment, trade and digital 
economy, the sixth session of the 
Morocco-China Joint Committee 
for Economic Cooperation.

King Mohammed VI of Morocco greeting Xi Jinping, President of the People’s Republic of China

Rwandan government officials and Chinese firm executives at the groundbreaking 
ceremony for the district hopsital in Kigali, Rwanda. 
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President  Buhari salutes China on the 
occasion of her Lunar New Year.
President Buhari 

has extended 
felicitations to the 

Chinese people on the 
occasion of their New 
year or Spring festival. In 
a letter he addressed to 
the Chinese President Xi 
Jinping and obtained by 
ChinAfrica Newsletter, he 
prayed that “may the year 
of Dog see Nigeria-China 
friendship blossom and 
flourish for the benefit of 
our peoples.”

President Buhari’s 
letter read in part: “As 
you commence festivities 
marking the Chinese Year 
of Dog on February 16, 
2018, we congratulate and 
wish the Chinese people a 
prosperous and peaceful 
New Year. I understand 
that the Chinese believe 
dogs are associated with 
affinity and prosperity.”

The president 
acknowledged the 
accomplishments of the 
Asian power house in the 
past year globally and 
domestically especially 
0n the economic and the 
political fronts:

“In the past year of the 
Rooster, China recorded 
tremendous achievements 
in its economy, democracy 
and foreign relations, 
among others. The 
successful convening of 
the 19th National Congress 
of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC) opens a new 
chapter for China’s New 

Chinese Ambassador to Nigeria, Zhou Pingjian on a recent visit to the Governor of Katsina State, Aminu Bello Masari
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Era as a global leader 
in innovation, security, 
poverty alleviation, 
infrastructure and 
development financing,” 
Buhari wrote.

He also commended 
the close bilateral 
relationship between 
China and Nigeria on one 
hand and Sino-African 
relations on the other 
hand: “This year marks 
the 47th anniversary 
of the establishment 
of diplomatic relations 
between Nigeria and 
China, I am pleased to see 
that political, economic, 
cultural and social ties 
between our two countries 

are getting stronger.
“I am looking forward 

to China hosting the 
Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation (FOCAC) 
summit in Beijing in 
September this year, and 
have every reason to 
believe that the Year of 
Dog will bring us more 
success stories and mutual 
benefits for China-Africa 
co-operation.”

In another milestone 
of the productive and 
legendary Nigeria/China 
bilateral cooperation,the 
Chinese ambassador 
to Nigeria, Dr. Zhou 
Pingjiang paid successful 
visits to foremost Nigerian 

Northern States of Kaduna 
and Katsina respectively. 
At the prestigious 
Ahmadu Bello University 
Zaria in Kaduna State 
, he awarded on behalf 
of his government 47 
scholarships to deserving 
students of the institution 
and pledged China,s 
continuous support to the 
development of human 
capital in Nigeria. In 
Katsina state, he visited 
the governor of the State 
, Aminu Bello Masari and 
the ace traditional ruler, 
Emir of Katsina where he 
pledged Chinese support 
for Nigeria,s sustainable 
and rapid development.


