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azzling achievements in China
during the past four decades of
reform and opening-up set an
invaluable example for growth-hungry
African countries, group of African
experts have opined
They believed that China’s rise to one
of the world’s economic powerhouses
results from a carefully pursued strategy
over the four decades.
TheyarguedthatChina’sdevelopment
path of reform and opening-up, without
sacrificing core ideological principles
or its independence, holds many of the
critical elements that can help Africans
harness its vast human and natural
resources to build the continent into an
economic and political powerhouse.
Kwesi Kwaa Prah, an eminent
African scholar and founder of the
Center for Advanced Studies of African
Society in South Africa, said that
China’s development path since the late
1970s has allowed the country to make
immense strides in addressing daunting
economic challenges.
“It is therefore in our interest to relate
to them intensely so far as we can learn
from them, benefit from them and gain
from the trade relations,” said Prah.
Stephen Ndegwa, a public policy
lecturer at the United States International

University Africa based in Kenya,
said China’s readjustment has been
aimed at removing the systematic and
institutional obstacles that prevent the
market from playing a decisive role in
resources allocation.
The reforms have also enabled
the government to play its role more
effectively, which currently include
loosening restrictions in the insurance
industry, welcoming more foreign
financial institutions in China, and
encouraging cooperation between
Chinese and foreign financial markets,
Ndegwa said.
“China says it is ready to share the
many valuable inspirations gathered
along the way with the rest of the world,”
Ndegwa said.
“For a country to have any significant
change, it must follow the ‘logic of
history’ and the trend of the times in their
pursuit of progress and development,”
Ndegwa said.
Tichaona Mushambadope, a famous
Zimbabwean political commentator, said
the results of the reform and openingup have been “more than phenomenal,
transforming China into the second
largest economy in the world.”
While China’s experience is a great
example, African countries should learn

from it by taking into consideration
Africa’s reality and adapt accordingly,
the experts said.
“There is a lot to learn from the
Chinese,” Prah said. To achieve such
noteworthy progress “there has to be a
revolutionary theory of change and there
are no shortcuts.”
“What they have done, we can do, but
it requires certain transformation, both at
the level of ideas and practices and until
we reach the point where we can put
out the ideas necessary to achieve such
change and engage in practices where
we can see that change come about,”
Prah said.
Brian Williams, an expert in
development and peacebuilding from
the University of Lusaka, said there are
some critical challenges and differences
between China’s example and Africa’s
reality.
Williams said that “China’s example
holds critical lessons for change if we
approach Africa’s challenges within
context.”
Some of China’s experience can be
learned and applied within the African
context, said Williams, adding that
what works in one context may not
automatically work in another.

Nigeria’s Central Bank set to begin
Chinese currency sale

F

ollowing the currency swap
deal signed last month with
the People’s Bank of China
last month, the Central Bank of
Nigeria has said it may conduct
bi-weekly bidding sessions for
the sale of Chinese currency to
authorised dealers.
The CBN, in May, signed
the agreement with the PBoC to
facilitate trade between the two
countries and enhance foreign
reserve management, making
Nigeria the third country in
Africa (after South Africa and
Egypt) to sign such a deal with
China.
The PBoC-CBN Bilateral
Currency Swap Agreement will
allow the two countries to swap
a total of 15 billion renminbi for
N720bn, or vice versa, in the
next three years. The deal can be
extended by mutual consent.
The Director, CBN, Financial
Markets Department, Dr. Alvan
Ikoku, in a circular on Thursday,
said, “The swap agreement

allows for both banks to, among
other purposes, make available
liquidity in their respective
currencies for the facilitation
and promotion of trade and
investments across the two
nations, through the purchase,
sale and subsequent repurchase
and resale of the Chinese yuan
against the naira and vice versa.
“To achieve this, the CBN
may conduct bi-weekly renminbi
bidding sessions. The BCSA is
for a maximum amount of 15
billion Chinese yuan for N720bn
with a three-year tenor. The BCS
shall be used faciliate trade and
direct investment between the
People’s Republic of China and
the Federal Republic of Nigeria.”
According to the CBN, the
currency swap will also be used
to maintain financial market
stability and for other purposes
that both parties may agree upon.
In respect of access to
the CBN bi-weekly renminbi
bidding, it said, “All authorised

dealers shall open Renminbi
accounts with a corresponding
bank and advise the CBN with
its Renminbi account details
which may either be with a bank
onshore or offshore China.
“Importers intending to
import from China shall obtain
Proforma Invoice denominated
in renminbi as part of the
documents required for the
registration of Form M. Foreign
exchange purchased in the
window shall not be used for
payments on transactions in
which the beneficiaries are not in
China.”
According to the apex
bank, authorised dealers shall
not open domiciliary accounts
denominated in renminbi for
customers.
“For the purpose of this
regulation, authorised dealers
shall be deposit money banks
and merchant banks.
The CBN said renminbi
sales would be applicable only

to trade-backed transactions,
adding, “Importers and exporters
shall continue to pay the
applicable levies on imports and
exports, respectively.
“Authorised dealers are
required to utilise funds within
72 hours from the value date,
failing which such funds must
be returned to the CBN for
repurchase at the bank’s buying
rate.
The central bank said it
would debit authorised dealers’
current account on the day
of intervention with the naira
equivalent of the renminbi bid
request.
“The CBN reserves the
right not to make a sale if in its
opinion the exercise does not
provide an effective price for
the determination of the naira/
yuan exchange rate, in which
case, the CBN may choose to
offer another special secondary
market intervention sales (retail
or wholesale) session,” it added.
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Ethiopia takes inspiration from China’s
success for own development

A

hmed
Shide,
Minister of Ethiopia
G o v e r n m e n t
Communications
Affairs
Office (GCAO), has told
correspondents that China
hasn’t only become Ethiopia’s
top economic partner but
a model for Ethiopia’s
economic ambitions.
Learning from Chinese
economic growth experience,
Ethiopia will have about 15
industrial parks by June, most
of them built with Chinese
money and expertise.
Ethiopia has also heavily
invested
with
Chinese
assistance in road, rail and
air infrastructures to alleviate
transportation problems for
Ethiopia’s exports.
Shide said landlocked
Ethiopia has seen China’s
success in having an efficient
and effective infrastructure
to facilitate exports from
industrial parks and as such is
building a “development belt”
to copy the Chinese success
story.

The “development belt”
will see Ethiopia build
industrial parks located along
the path of existing or underconstruction rail lines to
speedily transport products
made in industrial parks to
ports in neighboring Djibouti.
After reaching Djibouti,
the products are then loaded
and shipped to their final
export destinations including
China.
About half of the 15
industrial parks Ethiopia
is constructing or has
constructed are located along
the 756kms Ethio-Djibouti
electrified rail line built
with Chinese expertise and
finances at a cost of 4 billion
U.S. dollars.
The rail line which recently
started commercial operations
has cut transportation time
for Ethiopian goods to
Djibouti ports from two days
to 10 hours, giving a leg
up for Ethiopia’s economic
dreams of becoming a light
manufacturing hub in Africa

and middle-income economy
by 2025.
Shide
said
Ethiopia
is also looking to further
boost ties with China on air
infrastructure, as the Asian
economic powerhouse is the
single largest market for its
national carrier Ethiopian
Airlines (ET).
ET currently flies to five
destinations in China -Beijing, Shanghai, Chengdu,
Hong Kong and Guangzhou,
and plans to add Shenzhen as
its sixth destination in June.
With China working
on being an airplane
manufacturing center, Shide
adds he foresees ET will
soon be a customer of fully
developed Chinese airplanes.
LEARN
CHINA

MORE

FROM

With Ethiopia utilizing
Chinese hard infrastructure
expertise and money to support
its ambitious economic plans,
Gedion Jalata, CEO at Center

of Excellence International
Consult,
an
Ethiopian
consulting firm, told Xinhua
Ethiopia should also be
learning from Chinese success
in creating a meritocratic
bureaucracy.
“China succeeded in
bringing out of poverty 700
million people in 30 years
not just because it built
physical infrastructure, but it
worked on its human capital
helping create an efficient
state bureaucracy, that’s a soft
infrastructure Ethiopia should
build,” Jalata said.
He said there are simple
things the new Ethiopian
administration of Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed can do
if Ethiopia is to effectively
learn from China’s remarkable
economic development.
“Ethiopian
leadership,
just like Chinese leadership,
should have the political
will, determination and
commitment
to
meet
the country’s economic
ambitions,” Jalata added.

Ethiopian factory workers sort through shoes at the Chinese company Huajian’s plant in the Lebu Industrial complex near
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
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African economy needs more usage of
Chinese yuan: financial expert

T

here has been a general
consensus among some
eastern and southern
African countries that there
should be more usage of the
Chinese yuan in the region
because of China’s growing
influence in business and
trade, a financial expert has
said.
Executive director of
the Macroeconomic and
Financial
Management
Institute of Eastern and
Southern Africa (MEFMI)
Caleb Fundanga said at a
forum for financial experts
early this month had agreed
that there was need to use the
Chinese yuan as a reserve
currency because China was
playing an active role in their
economies.
The forum was attended
by deputy central bank
governors
and
deputy
permanent secretaries of
finance from 14 countries
that fall under MEFMI.
“The general conclusion
is that we should use the
yuan more because its time
has come. We are doing
more business (with China)
so it’s natural that we use the
currency of the country with
which we are trading.
“Just the way we have
been using the (U.S.) dollar
and the Euro, we want to use
the Chinese currency more in
our transactions because it is
to our benefit,” he said.
He said use of the yuan
could protect the region from
currency volatilities.
The forum had also
discussed the implications of

using the Chinese currency
and agreed that there was
need for more information
on markets and products on
which it could be invested.
“At the moment that
information is not freely
available,”
he
said,
suggesting
further
that
Chinese financial experts
should make the information
available at such fora.
Fundanga said the coming
in of the yuan would give
the region more options for
managing its reserves.
The use of the yuan also
came in handy because
China was giving loans to
the region and other African
countries.
“One of the issues we
discussed though was that

sometimes if you have
borrowed from China they
want to bill you in U.S.
dollars. Now we are saying
our government must start
discussing with Chinese
enterprises (and) government
so that we’re billed in yuan
and then we can pay in yuan.
Because there is no point if
we start keeping our reserves
in yuan but we’re billed in
dollars. It is no good,” he
said.
He
acknowledged,
however, that some countries
were already being billed in
yuan for Chinese goods and
services.
Fundanga said there was
also discussion on possible
currency swaps like what
China had done with Nigeria,

where Nigerians travelling to
China could easily access the
yuan from their local banks.
MEFMI argues that the
bulk of reserves for most
countries in the region are
invested in U.S. dollars,
yet their composition has
not kept pace with the large
shifts in the world economy.
This is particularly so since
China and India continue
to shape global economic
trends as they remain major
trade partners for the region.
MEFMI
countries
comprise Angola, Botswana,
Burundi, Kenya, Lesotho,
Malawi,
Mozambique,
Namibia,
Rwanda,
Swaziland,
Tanzania,
Uganda,
Zambia
and
Zimbabwe.

Chinese medical team provides free eye treatment to Madagascar’s patients

C

hinese brightness action
campaign has been
launched in Madagascar’s
capital Antananarivo to provide
free treatment to more than
200 Malagasy patients who are
suffering from cataract.
To bring the brightness
back to those patients, a
group of eleven Chinese
ophthalmologists
will
work with their Malagasy
companions for more than two
weeks.
“As minister of health
and as a surgeon, it’s really

extraordinary, because you
bring the light and you
also transfer the light to the
Malagasy team,” Madagascar’s
health minister Lalatiana
Andriamanarivo said during
the inauguration ceremony.
For her part, the Chinese
Ambassador to Madagascar
Yang Xiaorong said that health
is paramount for the well-being
of the population and the social
progress of the country.
“Since the establishment
of Sino-Malagasy diplomatic
relations, stable and lasting

cooperation between our
two countries is constantly
making new progress. We have
always remained faithful to
the just principles of sincere
friendship,
peer-to-peer
treatment, mutual support and
win-win cooperation. Health
collaboration has achieved
important results,” Yang said.
“We wish to take this
opportunity of the brightness
action campaign to work with
the Malagasy side, to further
develop cooperation and
broaden the areas of consensus

in the field of health,” she
added.
The Chinese brightness
action in Madagascar is a
part of the Chinese brightness
action in Africa. This mission
is organized and implemented
by the National Health
Commission of China.
Cooperation between China
and Madagascar in the health
sector has already lasted 43
years, with China having sent
21 Chinese medical teams
and 608 Chinese doctors to
Madagascar.
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South Africa holds investment show to attract
Chinese investment on SEZs

S

outh Africa’s Deputy
Minister of Trade
and Industry Bulelani
Magwanishe has led an
investment road show in
China in a bid to attract
Chinese investment for
South Africa’s
special
economic zones (SEZs).
The
South
African
Department of Trade and
Industry said that the Chinese
business community showed
some interest in the country’s
SEZs during the road show
which was held in Shanghai.
“The trip presented
officials from our SEZs
with a golden opportunity
to interact directly with the
Chinese companies and
present to them the valuepropositions of our special
economic zones,” said
Ikhraam Osman, CEO of
Free State Development
Corporation.
“There is a logistics
company that showed interest
in investing in the SEZ.
This was the first contact
and it means we need to

have followup meetings
to exchange
m o r e
technical
information
that will assist
them to make
a
decision
a b o u t
investing in
our
SEZ,”
said Osman.
The South
Africans
briefed their
C h in es e
counterparts
on
the
country’s
s p e c i a l
e c o n o m i c Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry Bulelani Magwanishe
zones and the
opportunities and incentives, model and how it led to the SEZ with two companies
country’s economic growth. who are operating in the
said Osman.
“The interaction with the renewable
energy
and
The project executive
Chinese
companies
gave
us
locomotives
sectors,”
said
for the North West-based
Platinum Valley SEZ, Davis a better understanding of Sadike.
“A good foundation has
Sadike, said that the trip was their needs when it comes
to
investment
in
foreign
been
laid for us to explore
successful, and that the trip
projects,”
said
Sadike.
future
discussions with these
made him understand the
“We
managed
to
share
companies
and others that
success of the Chinese SEZ
specific information of our we met,” said Sadike.

China releases funding for Zimbabwe’s
largest power station expansion project

C

hina has released funding
for Zimbabwe’s largest
power station expansion
project - the expansion of the
Hwange power station, paving
way for commencement of
work, Zimbabwean President
Emmerson Mnangagwa has
revealed.
The release of the funding
follows the successful visit to
China by Mnangagwa in April.
The project, to be undertaken
by Chinese firm Sinohydro,
will add 600 megawatts of
electricity into the national grid
when complete.
Currently, the coal-fired
station has six units with
an installed capacity of 920
megawatts.
Chinese
commercial
counselor to Zimbabwe Li

Yaohui confirmed the release supplies in the country that is after nearly two decades of
of the funding.
seeking to revive its economy stagnant growth.
“We have released 200
million U.S. dollars, the other
800 million dollars will also
be released in a short time.
The groundbreaking ceremony
of the project is expected to
be held in mid-June,” Li told
Xinhua.
Hwange is the largest
coal-fired power station in the
country. It was built in two
stages, with the first four units
commissioned between 1983
and 1986 while the remaining
two were commissioned in
1986 and 1987.
In March this year,
Sinohydro completed the 300
megawatts Kariba South Hydro
Power expansion project which
significantly boosts power
Zimbabwean President, Emmerson Mnangagwa
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China-built railway line in Kenya
marks first anniversary

T

he Mombasa-Nairobi Standard Gauge Railway built and
operated by China Road and
Bridge Cooperation (CRBC), a subsidiary of China Communications
Construction Company (CCCC),
has marked its first passenger service anniversary since its launch in
May 31, 2017.
Also known as Madaraka Express, the railway line has transported more than 1.3 million passengers,
with the demand increasing daily.
The service’s uptake is largely attributed to the numerous benefits
it holds over alternative modes of
transport such as comfort of the
coaches and the reduced travel time
between the port city and Nairobi
which averages 5.5 hours.
In his speech read by Kenya Railways Managing Director Atanas
Maina during a celebratory event
held at Nairobi Terminals, James
Macharia, the cabinet secretary,
Ministry of Transport, Infrastructure, Housing and Urban Development, hailed the one year operations
as having surpassed expectations
with the future looking brighter.
“The service has presented new
opportunities for Kenyans by creating jobs and technology transfer
while helping in navigating transport challenges which had partly
hindered Kenya from fully realizing
its domestic potential,” he said.
Macharia said the service has positively impacted the tourism industry
by encouraging growth of domestic
tourism.
“According to the Kenya Tourism
Board (KTB), bed occupancy has
increased to more that 90 percent up
from 50 percent in previous years, a
factor largely attributed to Madaraka
Express,” he said.
Speaking during the same event,
Guo Ce, the economic and commercial counsellor at the Chinese
embassy in Kenya, congratulated
the team involved in the operation
of the SGR for their contribution to
the success of the project as well as
strengthening China-Kenya friendship.
“The SGR team of 3,000 Kenyan
and 800 Chinese professionals and
workers has demonstrated their professionalism and the sense of social
responsibility. Their great efforts
have earned the recognition of the

Ambassador Sun Baohong (Second from left) cutes a cake to celebrate the anniversary.

Kenyan people,” he said.
Guo said SGR was only one example of fast growing China-Kenya
cooperation noting that the bilateral
economic cooperation between the
two countries has accelerated from
the traditional trade and construction to manufacturing and investment, over the years.
“More and more Chinese companies have increased their investment
and fulfilled their social responsibility. This is highly consistent with
‘Big Four’ Agenda proposed by
President Kenyatta,” he said.
Guo said the Chinese embassy
and Chinese companies in Kenya
will continue to support and participate in the country’s development
plans.
Chen Yun, vice-president, CCCC,
said SGR is not only an engine for
Kenya’s economic development but
also a project that brings real benefits to people.
During the past year of SGR operation, Chen said they received great
support, attention and help from
both Chinese and Kenyan governments and all social sectors.
“We feel indebted to the Kenyan
president and government departments especially the ministry of
transport, Kenya Railways, Kenya
Ports Authority, for their great support in facilitating smooth operation
of SGR,” he said.
Mary Oyuke, manager, corporate

affairs at Kenya Railways, said despite initial teething problems, Kenya Railways together with CRBC
worked and still work tirelessly to
continue improving the services.
“I can proudly say that our passengers can now travel without the
hustle that was experienced before
within the transport industry,” she
said.
Oyuke said they will continue to
work diligently with other transport
infrastructure partners to ensure that
they deliver real benefits in terms
of addressing challenges of traffic
jams, pollution or even delayed and
sometimes lost business opportunities.
This is in addition to supporting business interaction, connecting people to jobs, opening up new
markets for companies, increasing
competition and productivity and
widening the labor market.
“Our commitment is that we shall
effectively and efficiently play our
critical role in providing viable
transport in the country, even as we
proceed with the remaining phases
of the SGR project and subsequent
Madaraka Express operations,” Oyuke said.
Meanwhile, Kenya Railways is
working together with CRBC, to
fast track even more developments
on the service in order to ensure it
remains the top choice for travelers
using the Mombasa-Nairobi route.
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Africa urged to craft common policy
to enhance relations with China

Former Kenyan ambassador to the Republic of Korea, Ngovi Kitau

I

n countdown to the China-Africa
Summitt, in Beijing this September,
there is need for African countries
to have a coherent policy framework
as they embark on the next phase
of cooperation with China, former
Kenyan ambassador to the Republic
of Korea, Ngovi Kitau, said.
In a commentary published by
Kenyan Star newspaper recently,
Kitau stressed the need for African
leaders to spell out their vision for the
continent’s engagement with China
ahead of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation (FOCAC) summit, to be
held in Beijing in September.
“The seventh meeting of the
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation
is scheduled for this September in
Beijing, and there is need for African
leaders to craft a clear policy towards
China before then,” Kitau said.
He said African countries have
an opportunity to review their

engagement with major powers against
a backdrop of shifting geopolitical
dynamics.
“Taking into consideration recent
major developments in the global
arena, it is worthwhile for African
leaders to pose two policy questions,”
said Kitau.
“One, is the time ripe for African
leaders to review and leverage on
the continent’s three largest strategic
partners -- China, the European Union
and the United States. Two, does the
pathway to Africa’s long-awaited
renaissance pass through Beijing?” he
added.
The former envoy noted that China
has emerged as a valuable alternative
for Africa as Western powers retreat
from global stewardship in trade and
security amid rising nationalism.
“China is now the real locomotive
of the world economy. It is a modern
rising power which respects and

support other countries,” said Kitau.
He hailed progress achieved
since the December 2015 FOCAC
summit held in Johannesburg that
includes improved bilateral trade and
enthusiasm by African countries to
join China-led Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB).
Kitau said two-way trade has grown
more than 40 times to total about 200
billion U.S. dollars in 20 years and
China has financed more than 3,000
critical infrastructure projects in
Africa.
He noted that six African countries,
including Egypt, Kenya, Madagascar,
Ethiopia, South Africa and Sudan,
are either members or prospective
members of the Beijing-based AIIB.
At the same time, the ex-envoy said,
the China-proposed Belt and Road
Initiative will complement the newly
launched African Continental Free
Trade Area.

ww
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Belt and Road Diplomacy: A framework for inclusive international cooperation

I

n the era since China’s
accession to the World Trade
Organization (WTO) in 2001,
the country’s boom in productivity
has brought massive benefits in
terms of delivering prosperity and
material wealth to the Chinese
people, and indeed through
GDP growth contributions to
the outside world, but it has also
posed a problem: How does this
economic prowess translate into
other forms of influence and
power?
Up to 2012, China’s position
was an unusual one. It had risen
to become the world’s second
largest economy, overtaking
Japan in 2010, and yet it still
didn’t figure much in the thinking
of the Western public, or, for that
matter, many of their politicians.
The priority for them was often
the U.S. or Europe. China had
a position subsidiary to these
places in their thinking
—a
partner that needed to acclimatize
and fit into the already extant
global architecture of governance
and economic decision making,
and aim to cooperate, rather than
actively participate.
Since 2012, however, there
has been a more proactive and
more communicative Chinese
foreign policy stance. That has
manifested itself in some of the
key narratives that have come
from China’s new-generation
leadership with President Xi
Jinping at its core—the U.S.
and China being, for instance,
a “new model of major power
relations” or the EU figuring
as a “civilizational partner.” Of
all of these, the Belt and Road
Initiative is the most distinctive,
and the idea over which China
has most ownership. What does
this indigenous foreign policy
stance from China mean for the
outside world?
Globalist approach
In 2018, we can say that the
first striking issue about the Belt
and Road and what it says about
China’s belief in its foreign policy
position as it continues to grow as
an economy is that it does not fit

into any neat, pre-created spaces. creating spaces rather than trying extant entities like the Asian and Road Initiative is driving
China is not contesting the global to conquer them, and setting Development Bank (ADB). In toward, where China inhabits a
system—it continues to work in place dialogue rather than fact, the reality has been more legitimate space, and is able to
in the UN, the World Bank, insisting on monologue. If this complex. For some of its projects, pursue its vision and narrative
the WTO and the International is a bid for global diplomatic it has actually cooperated with of global development in a way
Monetary Fund. It has not denied dominance, it seems to be a very the ADB, and as many have which is at least heard, and able
pointed out, the immense need for to make a contribution, rather
the importance of these though slow, laborious one.
But nor does this mean that with infrastructure investment across than being marginalized and
it has raised questions about
the representativeness of their China’s new global prominence the continent means there could unheeded.
The second is that China’s
structures of governance. With the everything just carries on be dozens of similar organizations
of
development
election of U.S. President Donald as normal. Chinese leaders, and they would still only be able experience
over the last 40 years has given
Trump and a more introspective particularly since 2012, have to meet some of the demand.
At the heart of these proactive it a unique set of experiences,
American view of its place in wanted a more representative and
the world, in many ways, China just settlement for their country, efforts originating from China things that it can now share
has become a more prominent and one where its status in terms in the last half a decade are two as a knowledge partner. After
1978, it was often
and
more
the one learning,
internationalist
with
delegations
actor
than
t r a v e l i n g
even the most
throughout
the
daring
would
developed world
have imagined
from China looking
three
decades
at
how
others
ago. China has
had
experienced
continued
to
growth
and
support
free
built
advanced
trade deals and
economies
and
has positioned
societies. Now it
itself as a staunch
is in the position
“globalist.”
It
of having a lot of
stands by the
experience
and
philosophy
it
understanding
adopted at the
of, for instance,
start of reform
how to construct
and
opening
infrastructure,
up
almost
how to alleviate
four
decades
poverty and how
ago—looking
to improve human
for a country
development
integrated into
indicators. These
the world around
are issues which the
it,
supportive
rest of the world,
of the stable
and in particular
governance of
those countries still
that world and
developing, would
seeking mutual
want to look at and
benefits
from
participants for the Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation pose for a group photo at the Beijing Yanqi Lake
at least know more
that
stability. Some
International Convention & Exhibition Center last month.
about, and consider
This is a very
of trade partnership and financial major impulses: One is to seek adopting elements of in their own
open attitude.
and investment contribution does ways of converting Chinese environments.
The notion therefore of a give it a bigger voice. This has been economic success into other
Normalizing dialogue
China which, having built up its accompanied by the creation of areas where the country’s status
economic and industrial capacity, Chinese initiated entities like the and rightful international place
On top of this, there is also the
would march into the rest of Asian Infrastructure Investment are at least recognized by others
the world demanding things Bank (AIIB), which now has and accepted without contention. issue of China being a stakeholder
on its terms and upending the over 80 members and is starting The logic of this is simple: As the in global public goods—in
existing system simply hasn’t a number of investment projects world’s second biggest economy, particular the environment and
happened, and the Belt and Road in the Asian region. Again, the China’s continuing to occupy a natural resources. While many
Initiative, with its incremental more frenetic interpretation of the subsidiary position is odd and seem apprehensive and sceptical
and often very liquid format, is AIIB when it appeared was that unsustainable. There needs to be about a newly prominent China
symptomatic more of caution, it would compete with already a new settlement, which the Belt and what its objectives may be,

we can’t lose sight of the fact
that it is in everyone’s interests—
China’s, America’s and the
rest of the world’s—to do as
much as possible to address the
pressing issues of environmental
degradation. These are the
ultimate global public goods.
Having China as engaged as
it currently is on these issues
is a hugely positive thing. But
there needs to be recognition of
China’s broader role, rather than
just admission for it to areas
where things work for the rest
of the world, and demand for
silence on matters where there
is less concord. That sort of
asymmetrical outcome has many
issues, but the most obvious is
that it would be unsustainable,
causing resentment and tension.
So with the Belt and Road
Initiative, we do have a major
opportunity
for
improved
dialogue between China and the
outside world, and one that avoids
stark extremes and contrasts. A
normalization of dialogue, and a
focus on exchanges of knowledge
and the different perspectives
these come from, is among the
best things this new idea offers.
China is already too prominent
to simply try to force it into a
marginal position, even if it
were content for that to happen.
Attempts to marginalize China
would be an injustice for everyone
simply because the things that
China can deliver now and the
contribution that it can make
are so significant. It would be a
terrible tragedy were China not
able to be a full, active and positive
part of global development, and
impoverish the potential future
outcomes if it were not given
a stronger, constructive role.
From that perspective, in terms
of mutual learning and increased
understanding, the Belt and Road
Initiative operates as an attempt
to set up a global knowledge
community that is engaged, alert
and accessible to the opportunities
that deeper dialogue with China
brings. It is in that space, more
than any other, that this initiative
holds most promise and has the
most long term significance.
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UN official says China could help Africa in
continental free trade area
of more relaxed
borders.
He said China has
done a lot for Africa
already and is capable
of doing even more
for the continent.
Karingi noted that
the trade pact has
potential huge benefits
because it will reduce
or eliminate import
tariffs of goods made
and traded within
Africa.
“Any
investor
who comes to any
African
country
will have access not
Director of Capacity Development Division at the UN Economic Commission for Africa only to the domestic
market but a market
(UNECA), Stephen Karingi.
of approximately 1.2
UN official has said that Karingi said on the sidelines of
China could play a role the Presidential Infrastructure billion people,” he said.
He noted that relocation of
in helping Africa achieve Champion Initiative (PICI)
industries
to Africa lured by the
benefits of the Continental Free Technical Task Team Workshop.
free
trade
area will also result
Trade Area.
In March, 44 African leaders
Stephen Karingi, Director signed an agreement for the in technology transfer to the
of Capacity Development establishment of the Continental continent.
The UN official said Africa
Division at the UN Economic Free Trade Area and so far
needs
to attract capital inflows
Commission
for
Africa two countries have deposited
(UNECA), told reporters in instruments for the ratification not just in one sector but in a
wide array of sectors from the
Nairobi that for Africa to achieve of the agreement.
optimum benefit from the free
The campaigners of the free extractive, intermediate, value
trade regime it will require trade pact hope that it will help addition sectors, insurance and
new investments in the area of Africa achieve prosperity as well financial services sectors.
The Kenyan government
infrastructure, human capacity as sustainable economies that are
data
indicates that intra-Africa
and manufacturing.
able to create jobs for its people.
trade
stands at approximately 15
“China has all these resources
Karingi said there are a lot of
which if deployed in Africa opportunities where China can percent compared to more than
could help the Continent Free cooperate with Africa to enable 50 percent for other continents
Trade area to be fully realized,” the continent to realize benefits due to trade barriers.

A

Karingi
said
Africa’s
proposal to have a single aviation
market could also benefit from
Chinese technologies.
“We are aware that China has
new technology in the aviation
sector which Africa can use to
fully realize the benefit of open
skies,” he said.
He noted that Chinese
technology in the aviation
sector could open up the space
for Africa to move beyond the
reliance on western firms that
have dominated the industry.
According to the UNECA,
Africa’s trade imbalance with
China and the rest of the world is
due to the fact that the continent
primarily exports raw materials
and imports finished goods.
Karingi said that for Africa
to solve its trade deficit it will
need to invest in manufacturing,
research and development in
order to move its trade up the
global value chain.
“Africa has no option but
to engage in value addition
because it has everything that is
required,” he said.
He said the Chinese market
would welcome value added
commodities from Africa so
long as they contribute to the
welfare of its consumers.
The director also noted
that intermediate imports from
Africa will also find a place in
Chinese industries if they are
globally competitive.

Burkina Faso breaks diplomatic ties with Taiwan

urkina Faso has cut made to “defend the interests of the People’s Republic of China is Africa Cooperation to be held
diplomatic ties with Taiwan, Burkina Faso and his people” and the sole legitimate government that in September this year will
B
bring a new upsurge of friendly
Foreign Minister Alpha Barry to “form better partnerships to represents China.
said late last month.
“The government of Burkina
Faso decides, as of today (May
24), to sever its diplomatic
relationship with Taiwan,”
said the foreign minister in a
statement to the press.
“The President of Faso Roch
Marc Christian Kabore instructed
me as Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Cooperation to make all
necessary arrangements for
the closure of our embassy in
Taipei and that of Taiwan in our
country,” said the minister.
Barry said the decision by the
Burkina Faso government was

consolidate his socio-economic The
one-China
principle
development.
acknowledged in the resolution has
become the universal consensus
...China appreciates of the international community,
Lu said, adding that it concerns
Responding to the country’s China’s core interests and the
decision to cut “diplomatic” ties feelings of the 1.3 billion Chinese
with Taiwan, the China’s Foreign people, and serves as the premise
Ministry spokesperson in Beijing, and political foundation for China
Lu Kang said China appreciated to maintain and develop friendly
and cooperative relations with
Burkina Faso’s decision.
Spokesperson Lu Kang said it foreign countries.
is known to all that in October Noting the sound development
1971, the 26th session of the of China-Africa comprehensive
partnership
of
United Nations General Assembly strategic
adopted the Resolution 2758, cooperation, Lu said the Beijing
specifying that the government of summit of the Forum on China-

cooperation between China and
Africa.
“In recent years, Gambia,
Sao Tome and Principe have
normalized their relations with
China and returned to the big
family of friendly cooperation
between China and Africa, which
fully indicates that the one-China
principle corresponds with the will
of the people and the irresistible
trend of the times,” Lu said.
“We welcome Burkina Faso
to join in China-Africa friendly
cooperation as soon as possible
on the basis of the one-China
principle,” said the spokesperson.
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China-Africa cooperation yields tangible results

T

he China-Africa cooperation
plans announced during the
FOCAC summit in Johannesburg,
South Africa, are yielding tangible
results, said a senior Chinese diplomat.
A series of important cooperation
plans proposed by China during each
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation
(FOCAC) Summit has been effectively
implemented, which has given a great
boost to the economic and social
development in Africa and has been
highly praised by African people and
the international community, Director
General of the Department of African
Affairs of the Chinese Foreign Ministry
Dai Bing said in a recent interview.
In December 2015, at the FOCAC
summit in Johannesburg, China
announced 10 major cooperation
plans to promote industrialization and
agricultural modernization in Africa,
with a fund of 60 billion U.S. dollars to
implement them.
The FOCAC summit in Johannesburg
developed a blueprint for cooperation
between the two sides, and opened a
new era of China-Africa cooperation
featuring win-win results and common
development.
Political exchanges at various levels
between China and Africa have been
more frequent than ever and political
mutual trust between the two sides has
been deepened, boosting China-Africa
relations and the implementation of the
cooperation plans. Since 2015, China
has successively developed different

Director-General of the Department of African Affairs of the Foreign Ministry Dai Bing

types of partnership with more than 10
African nations.
Africa-China trade and cooperation
have blossomed. A number of major
Chinese-assisted infrastructure projects
have been completed, including the
Ethiopia-Djibouti railway, Kenya’s
standard gauge railway from Mombasa
to Nairobi, and Cote d’Ivoire’s Soubre
hydropower plant. These projects
provide transport and energy to develop
local industries.
The past few years have witnessed
an increase in cultural and people-topeople exchanges between the two
sides. There are more than 130 pairs of
sister cities between China and Africa.

Africa has become a tourist destination
that attracts millions of Chinese
travellers every year.
China has also closely cooperated
with Africa in international affairs
related to peace and security. African
countries expect China’s involvement
in affairs related to Africa’s peace
and security, while China is willing
to playing a constructive role in this
cause, offering “Chinese Wisdom” and
contributing “Chinese strength.”
China will continue to join hands
with Africa to strengthen cooperation,
focus on important projects, and ensure
that the cooperation plans will be fully
implemented as scheduled, said Dai.

Chinese firm, Nigeria sign 6 bln USD rail project agreement

N

igeria last month signed an agreement of 6.68 billion
U.S. dollars with China Civil Engineering Construction
Corporation (CCECC) for a major segment of rail
line linking the economic capital Lagos with Kano, northern
Nigeria’s commercial hub.
“The signing of the Ibadan-Kaduna segment contract
agreement concludes all outstanding segments of the LagosKano rail line,” said a statement by Nigeria’s transport ministry.
CCECC confirmed the signing of the agreement.
The Lagos-Kano rail modernization project started in 2006
and was broken into segments for implementation.
The segmentation phase commenced from Abuja-Kaduna
rail line in 2011, which was completed and commissioned into
commercial operation by President Muhammadu Buhari in
2016.
In March 2017, the second leg of the rail project, which is
currently ongoing, commenced.
Transport Minister Rotimi Amaechi, while signing the
contract agreement with CCECC, said the completion time of
the contract should be between two to three years, “depending
on availability of funds.”
Amaechi promised that the government would be able to

provide its counterpart funding between 2018 and 2019 budget
provision.
The Ibadan-Kaduna standard gauge line is designed to pass
through the southwest region to the north, linking OsogboIlorin-Minna to Kaduna, with a single track branch line from
Osogbo to Ado-Ekiti, another southwestern city.

Nigerian Minister of Transportation, Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi and the representatives
of China Civil Engineering Construction Corporation (CCECC) signed the contract.

12

ChinAfrica Newsletter/June 2018

News

African countries benefited from China’s
poverty alleviation experience

local government cooperation
between China and African
countries, Nigerien Prime
Minister Brigi Rafini made the
remarks at the forum.
During an interview with
reporters, Liomba Mwangala,
Permanent
Secretary
of
Southern Province of Zambia,
said “We expect our Chinese
team to go to Zambia any time
soon so that we can engage each
other.”
He further noted that
he is expecting Chinese
companies to provide support
in infrastructure construction,
tourism development and so on.
Speaking of the cooperation
projects, Mandengue Louis
Lucien Heurard, Deputy Mayor
of Douala, Cameroon, said that
the Belt and Road Initiative has
brought many infrastructure
projects to Africa.
They make people’s life
former Tanzanian Prime Minister Salim Ahmed Salim at the Third Forum on China-Africamore convenient and create
Local Government Cooperation.
better conditions for poverty
hina’s valuable experience in Sustainable Development”, the forum
alleviation.
coordinating urban and rural gathered together delegates from China
Obiegni Thomas Dupont, Mayor of
development as well as agricultural and African countries to share experience Ndikinimeki, Cameroon, said that apart
and industrial development has greatly in poverty alleviation and explore the from food and shelter, education is also
benefited African countries, said former way to achieve sustainable development. an urgent issue in alleviating poverty.
Tanzanian Prime Minister Salim Ahmed
The forum also aims to enhance local
He welcomes China to engage in
Salim at the Third Forum on China- government cooperation.
Africa’s development in a wider range of
Africa Local Government Cooperation.
China has achieved great success in areas for further cooperation and mutual
Themed “Poverty Alleviation and local governance. We should promote benefits.

C

China to help Ghana build new
cocoa processing plant

C

hina will help the government
of Ghana in constructing a
new cocoa processing plant,
according to Chinese Economic
and Commercial Counsellor Chai
Zhijing.
Chai said this recently when a
group of Chinese experts called on
the management of Ghana Cocoa
Board (COCOBOD) for discussions
on the project.
Chai explained that the Chinese
experts is in the country to carry out
feasibility study on the project.
“The main purpose for the visit to
Ghana is to see how much it will cost
to build such a processing factory

with capacity of 40,000 tones. There
are a lot of technical details involved
in building a factory which will be
the basis for the final decision by the
Chinese government,” the counsellor
said.
The Chinese counsellor said the
Chinese government seeks to support
Ghana to start exporting value added
products including cocoa, hence the
idea of cocoa processing factory.
Joseph Boahen Aidoo, Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of the
Ghana COCOBOD, said that the
total projected cost of the factory
to be located in Sefwi Wiawso, 398
km north-west of the capital, one

of Ghana’s major cocoa producing
areas, was 60 million U.S. dollars.
“Due to the volatility of prices
in the international cocoa market,
Ghana seeks to develop new cocoa
consumption markets for the product.
Meanwhile the conventional cocoa
market, in Europe and America has
become stagnant but there is a new
consumption pattern emerging in
Asia, especially in China which we
seek to explore,” Aidoo explained.
He added that the conception of
the new plant was timely and will
further support the vision of the
current government to transform
Ghana into an industrialized nation.

News
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South Sudan welcomes China’s peace mediator role: ambassador

S

outh Sudan welcomes
China’s role as a
mediator in peace talks
to end the civil war, a South
Sudanese diplomat has said
recently.
Speaking to the media,
James Morgan, South Sudan
Ambassador to Ethiopia and
the AU, said an enhanced
Chinese role in the peace
process can encourage
South Sudanese warring
parties to achieve peace.
South Sudan descended
into violence in December
2013, after a political
dispute between President
Salva Kiir and his former
deputy Riek Machar led to
split in the army, leaving
soldiers to fight alongside
ethnic lines.
The civil war is
estimated to have killed
tens of thousands of South

Sudanese and displaced
millions.
“China
is
urging
everybody to arrive at
peace without sanctioning
anybody. China doesn’t take
sides in the South Sudan
civil war and Chinese
peacekeepers’ role in South
Sudan has been positive,”
said Morgan.
He also pointed to
China’s stance that Africa’s
problem should be solved
by Africans. “China’s role
in South Sudan peace talks
is to make sure peace and
stability returns to the
country that satisfies all
South Sudanese parties.”
China has sent several
groups of peacekeeping
troops and police to South
Sudan under the UN
mandate since the outbreak
of the civil strife in the East

President of South Sudan Salva Kiir shakes hands with Chinese Premier Li Keqiang at Zhongnanhai

African nation.
Chinese peacekeepers
in South Sudan have been
engaged
in
protecting

refugee camps, repairing
broken infrastructures and
facilitating local peace
initiatives.

Africa-China Young Leaders
China’s ZTT
Forum concludes in Shenzhen to open new
n international forum in Committee of the Communist Party
the southern metropolis of of China (CPC), called on young plant in
Shenzhen focusing on the role people in China and Africa to devote
of young leaders concluded recently. themselves to the development of Morocco
The fourth Africa-China Young their countries, and to contribute to

A

Leaders Forum was held in Shenzhen,
Guangdong Province. More than
70 young political representatives
from about 40 African countries
participated in the two-day event.
Song Tao, head of the International
Department
of
the
Central

friendly cooperation between China
and Africa.
Participants at the forum gave
suggestions in areas such as
increasing communication between
youth organizations and enhancing
China-Africa cooperation.

Africa-China Young Leaders Forum concludes in Shenzhen

C

hina’s leading wire and cable
enterprise ZTT Group will
open a new plant in Morroco’s
northern city of Tangier, local
media have reported.
According
to
Morocco’s
leading
financial
daily
l’Economiste, the Chinese group
has launched construction works
to build its 40,000-square meters
plant.
The plant will produce
electric cables and optical fiber,
which will require an investment
of 23.5 million U.S. dollars and
offers some 200 jobs, the source
said.
ZTT Group, global leading
manufacturer, is active in the
development, design, production,
supply and installation of wide
application ranges in telecom,
power, renewable energy as well
as oil and gas.
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Top finance officials discuss possible use of Chinese yuan
as reserve currency for eastern, southern Africa

T

he Chinese yuan comes
under the spotlight late
last month when 17 top
central bank and government
officials from 14 countries in
eastern and southern Africa
meet in Harare to discuss
its possible use as a reserve
currency for the region.
In
a
statement,
spokesperson
for
the
Macroeconomic
and
Financial
Management
Institute of Eastern and
Southern Africa (MEFMI)
Gladys Siwela-Jadagu said
the event would be attended
by
deputy
permanent
secretaries and deputy
central bank governors.
Officials from the African
Development Bank and an
investments management
organization
will
also
attend the forum bringing
together the policy makers
and experts in reserves
management to strategize
on the weakening external

positions of most member
countries, following the
global economy slowdown,
she said.
The theme for the forum
is “Trends in Sovereign
Reserve Management.”
“As at the end of 2017,
official reserves for most
countries in the MEFMI
region stood barely at
or below the traditional
three months of import
cover benchmark. Foreign
currency
denominated
public debt continues to
increase as well as interest
payments, as most countries
move to more commercial
sources of borrowing to meet
their increasing appetite for
infrastructure projects,” she
said.
She said the bulk of
reserves for most countries
in the region were invested
in U.S. dollars, yet their
composition had not kept
pace with the large shifts in

the world economy. This was
particularly so since China
and India continued to shape
global economic trends as
they remained major trade
partners for the region.
“Most countries in the
MEFMI region have loans
or grants from China and it
would only make economic
sense to repay in renminbi
(Chinese yuan). This is the
reason why it is critical for
policy makers to strategize
on progress that the continent
has made to embrace the
Chinese yuan which has
become what may be termed
‘common currency’ in trade
with Africa.
“Ascendancy of Chinese
yuan in the Special Drawing
Rights (SDR) basket of
currencies is an important
symbol of its importance
and IMF’s approval as an
official reserve currency.
“With China as the largest
trading partner of over 130

countries, the main challenge
for African countries is how
to benefit from the new
pattern of international
commerce,” she added.
She warned that the
continent could not afford
to lag behind in taking
advantage
of
growthenhancing
opportunities
with China, as it had been
clear over the last five years
that trade and investment
with the West continued to
be limited.
The forum will also
discuss risk perceptions and
capital flows and financial
products available for use by
African countries.
MEFMI is a regional
owned Institute with 14
member countries: Angola,
Botswana,
Burundi,
Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi,
Mozambique,
Namibia,
Rwanda,
Swaziland,
Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia
and Zimbabwe.

Tunisia to enhance partnership with China
in expanding markets: official

A

Tunisian business official said China
should be one of the best trade partners
for Tunisian companies in expanding
international markets.
The remarks were made by Mohamed Ben
Rhouma, president of Tunisian-Chinese Business
Council, at an economic forum between the two
countries held in the capital Tunis last month.
“Instead of competitors, Chinese companies
are partners,” Rhouma said, adding that Chinese
firms can enter European markets through Tunisia,
which is the first country along the southern coast
of the Mediterranean to achieve free trade with
the European Union.
In the 1990s, Tunisia signed a free trade
agreement with the EU to facilitate economic
exchanges between the two shores of the
Mediterranean.
He cited the example of possible cooperation
in the textile industry, as China boasts technology,
funds and a large market, while Tunisia has a
cheap labor force and a strategic geographic
position.
“We can establish a true partnership by sharing
customers and strategic positions,” Rhouma
noted.
Besides inviting China to invest in the North
African country, Tunisian entrepreneurs also hope
to export more products into the Chinese market.
Mokhtar Ben Achour, executive manager of
an olive oil producing company which entered
the Chinese market in 2012, expected to further

expand his business in
China through thriving
e-commerce.
“Thanks
to
e-commerce, our products
have
earned
good
reputation among Chinese
consumers,” said Achour.
Chiheb Slama, vice
president of Tunisian
Union
of
Industry,
Trade and Handicrafts,
encouraged
economic
sectors of both countries
to explore cooperation
potential and expand
mutual investment.
“Chinese know-how in
several fields, including
technology, gives Tunisian
companies
enormous Tunisia’s Foreign Minister Khemaies Jhinaoui, left, and
potential to enter Chinese Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
strengthened in five areas: policy coordination,
and global markets,”
interconnection of infrastructure, trade
Slama said.
Chinese Ambassador to Tunisia Wang Wenbin facilitation, financial integration as well as mutual
underlined China’s willingness to invite Tunisia understanding,” he said.
Wang also invited Tunisian entrepreneurs to
to participate the Belt and Road Initiative.
The initiative, proposed by China in 2013, aims take part in the first China International Import
to connect Asia with the Middle East, Africa and Expo slated for November in Shanghai.
The trade between China and Tunisia reached
Europe through building a trade and infrastructure
1.5 billion U.S. dollars in 2017, with Chinese
network along the ancient trade routes.
“The bilateral cooperation should be imports from Tunisia surging 42 percent.
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China donates 1.5 mln USD to help flood-hit Somalis

T

he Chinese government has donated
1.5 million U.S. dollars to assist
Somalis affected by the raging floods
that have displaced thousands of people
across the Horn of Africa nation.
Qin Jian, the Chinese Ambassador to
Somalia who handed over the donation in
Mogadishu, said such gesture demonstrates
the deep friendship and brotherhood of the
Chinese people to the Somalis during the
difficult times.
“The Chinese government has decided
to provide 1.5 million dollars in cash to
the Somalia government and people for
humanitarian assistance to the Somali
people affected by the floods,” Qin said.
He said in January Beijing provided
some 6 million dollars with 72 containers
of assorted goods to the Somali government
as part of humanitarian assistance to the
country.
“We will provide further 1 million
dollars worth of police uniform which will
arrive in Somalia from China soon,” he
added.
Ahmed Isse Awad, Somali Minister
of foreign Affairs, who received the cash
donation, lauded the Chinese government
for providing such important assistance,
saying it arrived at very crucial time
following an international appeal for
assurance by the president.
“I thank the People’s Republic of

Chinese Ambassador to Somalia, Mr. Qin and Ahmed Isse Awad (R), Somali Minister of foreign Affairs
China for providing us this humanitarian areas of cooperation,” Awad said.
assistance that came at the right time, we
The Chinese assistance comes amid
also thank Chinese Ambassador to Somalia heavy rains pounding several parts of
for his active role here, ties between the two Somalia especially in central parts of the
countries is deepening and we will expand country.

Energy forum discusses closer ChinaAfrica energy partnership

A

ttendees at a forum discussing
Africa’s electrification challenges
held in Ethiopia’s capital Addis
Ababa have urged closer China-Africa
energy partnership to help meet the
continent’s energy needs.
The forum on “Grid Connection
Gearing
Up
Sustainable Africa”
was organized by Global Energy
Interconnection
Development
and
Cooperation Organization (GEIDCO),
a Chinese non-governmental, non-profit
organization dedicated to promoting
sustainable development of energy
worldwide.
Kuang Weilin, Chinese ambassador
to the AU, told attendees at the forum
China is ready to work with the AU and
its 55 member states to meet the needs
of estimated 600 million Africans who
lack electricity to undertake their daily
activities.

“African energy interconnection will
enhance economic integration, improve
African people’s living standards and
unleash great potential for intra-Africa
trade,” he said.
Kuang, said China has keenly
followed the AU’s efforts to electrify the
continent through the AU’s Agenda 2063
declarations and is ready to help Africa
in its electrification drive through various
Chinese-led initiatives.
Kuang said the Belt and Road (B&R)
Initiative and the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation (FOCAC) are two Chineseled initiatives that can incorporate
China-Africa energy partnership in their
frameworks.
He said the September FOCAC
summit will heavily focus on ChinaAfrica partnership in renewable, clean
energy sector, with many African
countries seeing energy as a key driver of

their development.
Sileshi Bekele, the Ethiopian Minister
of Water, Irrigation and Electricity, said
his country’s electricity needs are growing
by 20 percent with an annual 10 percent
economic growth during the last 15 years.
“Ethiopia is building with Chinese
assistance 12 industrial parks, several
agro-processing industrial parks and
is creating a transport infrastructure,
including railways that are dependent on
electricity from renewable energy,” he
told the forum.
“Ethiopia is partnering with China on
clean energy development as part of its
climate resilient green economy strategy
and contribute to creating a healthier earth
by using clean and safe energy,” said
Bekele.
Bekele said Africa has only used 10
percent of its hydro power potential and
even less from other energy sources.
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China-Africa dialogue key to enter
golden era of cooperation: scholars

T

here is need for China and
African partners to embark
on a dialogue process that
would lead to improved bilateral
cooperation in the light of
evolving geopolitical dynamics,
said top scholars attending the
20th Wanshou Forum in Nairobi
on Saturday. The event was held
outside China for the first time.
Over 50 Chinese and
Kenyan scholars attended
the Wanshou Forum that
brainstormed on building a
China-Africa
community
of shared future through
international cooperation in
advancing the Belt and Road
Initiative.
Li
Xuhang,
Minister
Counselor at the Chinese
Embassy in Kenya said
that robust interactions and
knowledge sharing will catapult
Sino-Africa ties to a new era of
mutual benefits.
“Both China and Africa
have entered a new era with
new opportunities and demands.
China needs Africa more than
ever and Africa needs China
more than ever too,” said Li.
He added that China and
African countries should forge
strong ties in their pursuit of
common goals like economic
growth, social renewal and
environmental protection.
Kenya became the first
African country to host the 20th
version of Wanshou Forum
whose theme was opening a new
era of China-Africa cooperation
in the context of South-South
cooperation.
Kenyan scholars hailed the
hosting of the forum to discuss
novel ways to revitalize SinoAfrica cooperation ahead of
the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation
(FOCAC)
summit to be held in Beijing in
September.
James Kombo, acting
Vice Chancellor of Daystar
University, said that African
countries could draw lessons

from China’s competitive edge
in technology, innovations and
economic resilience to tackle the
continent’s endemic challenges.
The Belt and Road Initiative
will help build our capacity,
enhance training, transfer of
knowledge and skills to boost
economic development in
Africa, Kombo remarked.
He noted that China’s image
in Africa has rapidly improved
thanks to huge investment
flows into strategic areas like
manufacturing and transport
infrastructure.
Dong Weihua, Deputy
Secretary-General of China
Council for BRICS Think-Tank
Cooperation said that robust
exchanges among Chinese
and African scholars is key
to addressing threats facing
both partners that include
protectionism, communicable
diseases,
terrorism
and
environmental depletion.
She
emphasized
that
both China and Africa share
a common heritage and
destiny hence the need to
improve cooperation across
economic, political, social and
technological spheres.
“In the new era, all
stakeholders in China and
Africa, including think-tanks
need to intensify exchange of
experiences and mutual learning
and jointly explore better ways
to align development strategies
and broaden development
paths,” Dong remarked.
China’s foreign policy
centered on a win-win
partnership and respect for other
country’s political structures
will be key to hasten inclusive
growth, peace and stability in
Africa, scholars at the Forum,
agreed.
The scholars who spoke
at the 20th Wanshou Forum
said China will continue to
be an instrumental player in
Africa’s quest to modernize its
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infrastructure, tackle poverty
and expedite industrialization.
Peter Kagwanja, CEO of
Nairobi-based think tank, Africa
Policy Institute, said that African
countries are looking up to China
as a strategic partner to achieve
their vision of a continent that
is prosperous, connected and
peaceful.
“The Chinese dream has
found a convergence with
the African agenda 2063
that envisions a peaceful
and prosperous continent,”
Kagwanja remarked.
Over 50 Kenyan and
Chinese scholars attended the
Wanshou Forum whose theme
was opening a new era of ChinaAfrica cooperation in the context
of South-South cooperation.
The forum discussed diverse
topics like building a ChinaAfrica community of shared
future through cooperation in
advancing the Belt and Road
Initiative.
“We need a civilizational
dialogue with China to define
the next phase of cooperation
with the Asian giant. We should
also deepen win-win partnership
and pick lessons from China’s
giant economic progress,” said
Kagwanja.
He noted that China-funded
Standard Gauge Railway (SGR)
project has been transformative
in terms of spurring Kenya’s
regional economic development.
China has enjoyed goodwill
in Africa thanks to robust
investments in critical sectors
like transport, manufacturing
and information technology that
are reshaping the continent’s
growth.
Polycarp Ochillo, a senior
lecturer at the University of
Nairobi, said China has filled the
void created by western powers
to become Africa’s dependable
partner in many spheres.
“What is emerging for now
is that China will remain an

indispensable partner as the
African continent chart a new
path that leads to sustainable
growth,” Ochillo said.
Sam Kamau, a senior
lecturer at Aga Khan University
in Nairobi, said that Sino-Africa
ties will withstand stereotypical
narratives from the West to be
upgraded to new levels.
“Moving forward, we
expect China to remain an
integral part of the African
dream. Our interests converge
and we should leverage on
China’s strengths to promote
our development,” Kamau said.

150 independent
brand cars from
China delivered to
Nigeria Police

T

he Guangzhou Automobile
Group Co., Ltd. (GAC
Group) on Saturday said
150 Trumpchi GA3S cars have
been delivered to the Nigeria
Police in Abuja, Nigeria.
Nigerian Vice President
Yemi Osinbajo, and InspectorGeneral of the Nigeria Police
Force (IGP) Ibrahim Idris
Coppola attended the delivery
ceremony with dozens of other
guests.
Aliko Dangote, President
of the Dangote Group in
Nigeria, purchased this batch of
Trumpchi vehicles and donated
them to the Nigeria Police.
It is reported that in 2015
the Nigerian Police in Lagos
first carried out bulk purchase
of GAC Trumpchi cars.
According to the Nigeria
Police, Trumpchi GA3S can
adapt to the complex local
environment very well due to
its style, design and intelligent
safety configuration.
The Trumpchi Series is an
independent Chinese auto brand
built by the GAC Group.
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