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counterpart from Kano, Governor Ganduje look on.
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Africa eyes enhanced China ties to boost industrial growth: officials

S

ub-Saharan African countries
are eyeing Chinese investment
and technical transfer to revive
their manufacturing sectors whose
growth has been hobbled by funding
and manpower hiccups, top African
officials have said.
The officials, who spoke at a
roundtable on investment promotions
held on the sidelines of China-Africa
Industrial Capacity Cooperation Expo
underway in Nairobi, said Chinese
capital, knowhow and experience
should be tapped to create vibrant
manufacturing hubs in the world’s
second largest continent.
Aschalew Tadesse, Investment
Promotion Team Leader of Ethiopian
Investment
Commission
(EIC),
said China has occupied a strategic
position as African countries embark
on industrial revival.
“Chinese investors are welcome
in our countries to participate in the
establishment of industrial parks that
are expected to churn out jobs and
process goods for exports,” Tadesse
said.
The China-Africa Development
Fund, International Trade Centre
(ITC) and China Council for the
Promotion of International Trade
(CCPIT) organized the roundtable
to discuss opportunities in Africa’s
manufacturing sector.
Tadesse said the African continent
could be the next frontier for industrial
revival given the commitment
of political leaders coupled with

Aerial photo taken on May 12, 2017 shows the Mazeras Bridge of the Chinese-built Mombasa-Nairobi standard gauge railway in Kenya

demographic dividend and vast natural
wealth.
“There is a strong impetus in
this region and the entire continent
to establish a strong manufacturing
sector that can harness raw material
and skilled labor from within to boost
volume of exported goods,” said
Tadesse.
He stressed that favorable policies,
tax incentives and availability of
skilled manpower will be key to attract
Chinese investments in the industrial
sectors across sub-Saharan Africa.
Jiang Xuejun, Chief Office for Asia
and the Pacific, International Trade
Centre, called for African countries
to create favorable conditions to
facilitate Chinese investments in the
manufacturing sector.
“Besides exchanging knowhow
and expertise, African countries and

China should maximize on direct
investments in the industrial parks that
can unlock benefits on both sides,”
Jiang said.
Chisanga
Pule,
Investments
Promotion Officer at Zambia
Development Agency (ZDA), said that
Chinese technology and capital will be
key to unlock the potential of Africa’s
emerging sectors like mining, agroprocessing, information technology
and aerospace.
“We should showcase the new
investment opportunities in our
manufacturing sectors to Chinese
policymakers and fund managers,”
said Pule.
But there should be incentives in
place to encourage Chinese investors
to venture into light industries the
continent requires to leap frog, he
added.

China/South Africa Leaders exchange goodwill on 20th anniversary of relations

P

resident
Xi
Jinping
exchanged congratulatory
messages with President
Jacob Zuma of South Africa,
warmly congratulating on
the 20th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic
relations between China and
South Africa.
Xi Jinping pointed out in the
congratulatory message that
twenty years ago today, China
and South Africa formally
established
diplomatic
relations and opened a new
page of bilateral relations. Over
the past twenty years, under
the joint efforts of both sides,
China-South Africa relations
have enjoyed comprehensive
and in-depth development,
achieving a major leap
from partnership, strategic
partnership to comprehensive

strategic partnership. The facts
have proved that continuously
consolidating and deepening
China-South Africa all-round
cooperation conform to the
fundamental interests of
the two countries and their
peoples. I stand ready to,
together with Mr. President,
promote the constant and
forward-looking development
of bilateral relations to better
benefit the two countries and
the two peoples.
Xi Jinping expressed
that China and South Africa
are incumbent co-chairs of
the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation
(FOCAC).
In 2015, the FOCAC
Johannesburg Summit jointly
presided over by Mr. President
and I achieved a complete
success. In accordance with the
proposal of Mr. President and

common wishes of the African
countries, China agrees to
hold the FOCAC Summit in
2018. I am willing to, together
with Mr. President and other
African leaders of the FOCAC
members, make the 2018
FOCAC Summit a historic
event which will strengthen
solidarity and cooperation
between China and Africa.
Jacob Zuma expressed
that the 20th anniversary of
the establishment of South
Africa-China relations serves
as a significant milestone
in the history of bilateral
relations. Over the past twenty
years, South Africa and
China have achieved sound
cooperation results on the basis
of traditional friendship and
mutual trust. Bilateral relations
have been constantly elevated
and given more important

strategic meanings. The two
countries have coordinated
closely on issues concerning
each other’s common interests
and jointly coped with the new
threats and challenges facing
the world. As the co-chairs
of the FOCAC, South Africa
and China have dedicated to
pushing forward Africa-China
partnership and promoting
the implementation of the
results of the 2015 FOCAC
Johannesburg Summit. He
looks forward to attending the
new summit of the FOCAC
in China in September,
2018. He also hopes to take
the 20th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic
relations between the two
countries as an opportunity to
enhance South-Africa friendly
relations, expand cooperation
and achieve win-win results.
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China giant strides and lessons for
Developing Nations

3

P

resident Xi Jinping is
appointed to another fiveyear term during China’s
19th Communist Party congress,
establishing him as the nation’s
most powerful leader in decades.
In 2018, China will mark the
40th anniversary of its transition
from a planned to a market
economy. It comes at a unique
moment in history: The United
States’ apparent retreat from
globalization offers a distinct
opportunity for China to accelerate
its ascendance as a guardian of the
global trading system.
Meanwhile, the nation’s rise
from poverty to a world power
in the last few decades can
provide valuable lessons for other
developing countries, especially
as the Trump administration
continues to pursue antiglobalization policies.
In 1978, China’s per capita
gross domestic product was $154,
less than a third that of the nations
in sub-Saharan Africa. China was
an inward-looking country with a
trade-to-G.D.P. ratio of only 9.7
percent, versus 32.7 percent today.
Since the late 1970s, economic
growth has been phenomenal. In
2009, China overtook Japan as the
world’s second-largest economy;
it replaced Germany as the world’s
largest exporter of merchandise in
2010; it became the world’s largest
trading country in 2013; and it
overtook the United States in 2014
as the world’s largest economy,
when measured in purchasing
power parity. During this period,
more than 700 million Chinese
people have escaped poverty.
China’s is the only emerging
economy that has not suffered a
homegrown financial crisis in the
last four decades.
Today, China is an uppermiddle-income country where per
capita G.D.P. is close to $9,000
a year, and that figure is likely
to cross the $12,700 threshold,
the hallmark of a high-income
country, around 2025. China is
also the world’s largest producer
of goods, and one of the most
competitive countries in the world.
And
China
embraces
globalization. The country has
championed
the
ambitious
Belt and Road initiative, which
proposes to connect it with
markets in Asia, Europe and
Africa through infrastructure

Chinese Leader, President Xi Jinping
development.
Despite
open
opposition from the United
States at its inception, the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank,
proposed by China as a vehicle for
the Belt and Road initiative, has 77
member countries today, making
it one of the largest multilateral
development institutions in the
world.
In 2015, the renminbi was
listed as one of five currencies
in the International Monetary
Fund’s special drawing rights
basket, alongside the American
dollar, the Japanese yen, the
euro and the British pound. This
designation moved the renminbi
one step closer to becoming an
international reserve currency.
It is worth noting that after
embarking on their own economic
transitions, the former Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe both
suffered economic collapses,
while China has seen much more
success. The primary reason has
been a difference in approach.
In the transition’s early years,
China had a large number of
nonviable state-owned enterprises
in capital-intensive industries,
such
as
heavy-equipment
manufacturing and steelmaking.
In the open and competitive
market, such industries could not
have survived without protection
and subsidies. Therefore the
Chinese government subsidized
these enterprises, but opened up

investment in labor-intensive
industries, in which China
enjoyed comparative advantages.
This dual-track approach allowed
China to maintain stability and
achieve rapid development.
A similar strategy was applied
to opening up China’s broader
economy. China restricted the
inflow of foreign capital to
capital-intensive industries, which
consisted mainly of state-owned
enterprises.
Labor-intensive
industries, on the other hand,
were opened up to attract foreign
investment.
The dual-track transition came
at a cost. Market intervention and
distortion gave rise to corruption
and inequitable distribution of
income. Pollution worsened
with the rapid development of
manufacturing. To cope with these
issues, during his first five-year
period as national leader between
2012-17, President Xi Jinping
engaged the assistance of his
ally Wang Qishan in a sweeping
anticorruption drive; proposed
allowing the market to play a
decisive role in resource allocation
by eliminating the distortions
of the dual-track reform; and
advocated for tight environmental
regulation, which would balance
high growth and “green” growth.
As China’s economic clout
grows, so will its influence in
global
governance.
During
China’s
19th
Communist

Party congress in October, Xi
won a second five-year term
and emerged as the country’s
paramount leader. He is now
tasked with completing China’s
transition into an efficient open
market economy and contributing
to a new order of international
peace and development.
The nation will continue to
pursue programs that eliminate
poverty and hunger, not only
within its own borders but also
around the world. Instead of
following the Western practice of
imposing its values and ideologies
on other developing countries as
a precondition for humanitarian
aid, China will continue to
offer aid, trade and investment
opportunities
to
developing
countries while adhering to a
principle of noninterference.
Since the late 1970s, China
has been able to achieve dynamic
growth through a combination of
strong leadership and pragmatism.
With continued foresight and
openness, China is positioned
to resume its historical role as a
leading power in the world.
Justin Yifu Lin is director of
the Center for New Structural
Economics and dean of the
Institute
of
South-South
Cooperation and Development
at Peking University. He was
formerly senior vice president
and chief economist at the World
Bank.
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China agrees to pay $550 million
for Nigerian satellites – Minister
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T

resources.
munication services.
“The president was excited
He said that the Chinese had
he Minister of Communication, Adebayo Shittu, has appreciated the potential market and was not surprised because the
recently updated President that existed in the satellite busi- Chinese are not just going to marMuhammadu Buhari on the ap- ness in Nigeria and the African ket our satellite to the entire African continent but also perhaps by
proved procurement of two new continent.
“”This is a very big business legislation insists that all Nigerian
satellites from China at the cost of
opportunity and I am sure that the entities must patronize the Nige$550 million.
Speaking to State House cor- Chinese appreciate the potential rian satellite company rather than
respondents after a closed door market which is so vast and that going to Israel, UK, US for satelmeeting with the president in the is why they have agreed that even lite services.
“Now we can say by our local
Presidential Villa, Abuja, Mr. without our ability to contribute 15
Shittu said the China EXIM bank per cent they are prepared to pay content policy we must patronize
had agreed to pay the entire $550 the entire sum of $550 million for Nigeria,’’ he said
“The major issue is not about
million for the procurement of the the procurement of the two new
satellites.
The minister explained that the initial
agreement was that
the China EXIM bank
would provide 85 per
cent of the total cost
($550 million) while
Nigeria would pay the
remaining 15 per cent
as counterpart funding
for the projects.
He, however, stated
that as Nigeria could
not be able to meet her
obligation in paying the
counterpart funding, the
agreement was renegotiated with the China
EXIM bank and the
manufacture of the satellites, the China Great
Walls.
“I’m in the Presidency to see Mr. President and to brief him on
three major issues.
“One, NICOMSAT,
which is one of our
agencies where we hope
to procure two new sat-Nigeria’s Communication Minister, Adebayo Shittu
ellites from China.
employment but by providing
“Initially the agreement was satellites for Nigeria,’’ he added.
Mr. Shittu revealed that the satellite services to all companies
that they will provide the cost of
the two satellites, $550 million mi- production of the satellites would which require it.
“Currently most Nigerian
nus 15 per cent which is the coun- commence immediately the final
companies and even Nigerian govagreements were signed.
terpart funding.
He said: “It takes two years ernment establishments patronize
“Because we could not afford
this 15 percent, we have renegoti- to produce because it is when we foreign satellite companies. So the
ated with the China EXIM Bank sign the papers they will start pro- first thing is that we want to make
profit, we want to capture the loand the China Great Walls who are duction.
“We hope that before the end cal market and we also want to
the manufacturers and they have
happily agreed to pay the entire of this month we will sign the pa- capture the African market,’’ he
$550 million to procure two new pers and then they will commence added.
The Minister also said he inthe production. It is the complesatellites,’’ he said.
The minister stated that the tion of the production that the two formed the President that he had
been appointed as national chairnew satellites would ensure that satellites will be launched.’’
He added that Nigeria had man of the board of trustees of
the Nigerian satellite company
Buhari/Osinbajo
(NICOMSAT) would conquer the nothing to lose because the coun- Muhammadu
entire African continent in regard try would not put anything into Dynamic Support Group.
Mr. Shittu, who described
to the provision of satellite com- the project in terms of financial

President Buhari as “Saviour’’ of
Nigerians, said the South-west
zonal office of the campaign organisation of Buhari-Osinbajo
would be inaugurated on January
20.
“Every day since he came into
office all his activities are geared
towards letting Nigeria know that
they have a saviour, a rescuer,
somebody who is committed to
providing relief for Nigerians in
all respects.
“These include fighting corruption, insurgency; whether in the
North East or
the Niger Delta; in the area
of repairing the
economy and
providing jobs
and providing
social stability
in the society.
“You will
agree
with
me that today
but for Buhari
Boko Haram
would
have
invaded even
Lagos.’’
The minister,
who
disclosed that
President Buhari was yet to
indicate interest on whether
he will seek
re-election in
2019, said his
ardent
supporters would
continue
to
pressure him
to seek re-election to enable him complete his
good works to Nigerians.
He added: “It goes without
saying I mean if you have a child
who goes to primary school does
well, proceeds to secondary school
does well, and you keep asking is
he going to university?
“By the grace of God, we his
ardent supporters who appreciate
his worth on behalf of millions of
Nigerians, would urge him to recontest.
“”I know he has not made up
his mind but I can say that some of
us can assist him in making up his
mind so that Nigeria can continue
to enjoy stability and progress in
our land.’’

News Extra
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Kenya, Chinese firms partner to
launch faster, cheaper internet

5

K

enya’s telecommunication firm internet in Kenya is increasing by day partner, enabling it to be the first in eastern
Jamii Telecom has partnered with with the cost of bandwidth and speed and central Africa to launch the 4G Voice
over Long Term Evolution (VoLTE)
Chinese firm ZTE to introduce the being key considerations for customers.
“For instance we have noted a which is a standard for high-speed
country’s fastest and cheapest mobile
wireless
communication
internet in a move
for mobile phones and data
Kenyan officials said
terminals ensuring the best
will help spread the
voice, video and internet
benefits of internet to
quality and speeds.
more people.
The Chinese company
Christened
Faiba
termed the new development
4G Mobile Network,
as historic for the east African
the service will operate
country.
under the prefix 0747
and will be the first
Kenya
regulators
to provide voice over
Communication Authority of
LTE.
Kenya (CAK) said the launch
Faiba 4G Mobile
on new faster and cheaper
mobile and fiber data is a
will offer free voice
calls, and will be able
continuation of innovation
to do high definition
in country’s information
voice and video after
communication sector which
50 million U.S. dollars
has helped continuously
were invested in its
disrupt the industry.
network infrastructure
“What we now need as
and commercial trials
a country are data analytics
were
successfully
to guide us on the best way
launched.
to structure data so that it
Jamii
Telecom
becomes useful,” said CAK
becomes
Kenya’s
Director-General
Francis
fifth mobile telephone
Wangusi.
services
operator,
Wangusi said the industry
helping
increase
regulator is working to
competition which is
complete
the
IT-aided
attributed to lower costs
national addressing system
of mobile telephone
by 2018 in a move that will
and data services in A woman uses Tecno mobile phone in front of a Tecno Mobile shop in downtown Kenya make it easier to do electronic
East Africa’s largest
commerce.
consistent increase in demand for home
economy.
Henry Rotich, Kenya’s Cabinet
“We have already been serving clients internet. Whereas all homes may not be Secretary for The National Treasury, said
across the country with the fiber network reached through fiber optic cable, they the government will continue to work on
but now we have also introduced mobile have now had a mobile channel they can policy and related measures to encourage
services to enable as many Kenyans as use,” said the chairman.
private investments like those being done
The company also becomes the first to by Jamii Telecom.
possible to access cheaper and faster
internet,” Jamii Telecom’s Chairman offer free voice services. “Voice will be
He said the government has also
Joshua Chepkwony said on Friday free as long as the customer has bought a invested in laying fiber optic cables across
bandwidth bundle,” said Chepkowny.
evening.
the country in a bid to make delivery of
ZTE will be the company’s strategy services efficient.
Chepkwony said the demand for

Chinese-built modern Ethio-Djibouti railway begins commercial operations

T

he Chinese-built 756 km
electrified
rail
project
connecting
landlocked
Ethiopia to Djibouti officially
started commercial operations on
Monday with a ceremony held in
Ethiopia’s capital Addis Ababa.
Contracted by two Chinese
companies, the first 320 km of the
rail project from Sebeta to Mieso
was carried out by the China
Rail Engineering Corporation
(CREC), while the remaining 436
km from Mieso to Djibouti port
section was built by the China
Civil Engineering Construction
Corporation (CCECC).
Speaking on the occasion,
Ahmed Shide, Ethiopian Minister
of Transport, hailed the standard
gauge project a milestone in ChinaAfrica cooperation.
In addition to further enhancing

economic ties as well as the
people-to-people links between
Ethiopia and Djibouti, it will have
significant contribution to the
ongoing development efforts of
building a new Ethiopia, said the
minister.
Commending China as well
as other stakeholders for their
contribution towards the successful
realization of the rail project,
the minister urged local people,
especially residents living by the
line of the rail to take care of it
for its successful and sustainable
operation.
Emphasizing on its huge
significance and importance,
Tan Jian, Chinese Ambassador
to Ethiopia, noted that the
project would contribute to the
industrialization and diversification
of the Ethiopian economy, and also

towards successful implementation
of the country’s growth and
transformation plan.
“It is the first trans-boundary
and longest electrified railway
on the African continent. We, the
Chinese, see this as earlier harvest
project of the Belt and Road
initiative. It is regarded by many as
a lifeline project for both countries,
for Ethiopia and for Djibouti.
And we see this as a railway of
development; as a railway of
cooperation; and as a railway of
friendship,” he said.
The ambassador has reiterated
China’s commitment to further
cooperating and closely working
with Ethiopia and Djibouti to the
railway’s smooth operation.
The Addis Ababa-Djibouti
railway project has been carried out
with an investment of 4 billion U.S.

dollars, and China’s Exim Bank
has provided a loan.
Speaking on his part, Djibouti
Ambassador
to
Ethiopia,
Mohamed Idriss Farah, said
the railway project would have
significant contribution to the
economic integration between
Djibouti and Ethiopia.
“This is important corridor,
important railways between
Djibouti and Ethiopia; we are
working for our economic
integration between our two
countries. And this project was
part of the economic integration,
but not only economic integration
but also connecting the peoples of
Djibouti and Ethiopia,” said the
ambassador.
The railway provides both
passenger and freight services
between Addis Ababa and Djibouti.
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China no “intervener” in Africa but equal,
genuine partner: envoy

T

he Chinese ambassador to Britain has
slammed recent reports by some Western
media outlets calling China an “intervener”
in Africa.
In a signed article published Wednesday in The
Daily Telegraph, Ambassador Liu Xiaoming said
China itself is a victim of external interference in
recent history, and has never interfered in the internal affairs of African countries.
Saying China respects Africa’s “independent
choice of development model,” Liu added that
China believes Africans have the wisdom and
capability to blaze a development path that suits
their national conditions and leads to stability and
growth.
China is ready to share its experience rather
than impose its will on Africa, Liu said. China is
willing to enhance dialogue with African countries
and make new contributions to promoting political
civilization.
Liu, who had served twice at diplomatic posts
in Africa, also underlined that China’s assistance to
Africa has no political strings attached and aims at
the improvement of people’s livelihood and capac-

Chinese Ambassadorto Britain, Liu Xiaoming
ity building.
No matter how the international situation
changes, China will always be an “equal, sincere
and genuine partner of Africa.” It will work to-

Chinese official calls for
political solution to South
Sudan conflict

C

h i n e s e
ambassador
to
Uganda
ZhengZhuqiang
has
reiterated China’s call
for peaceful negotiated
settlement
to
end
South Sudan crisis and
pledged support for
thousands of refugees.
Zheng
told
correspondents
in
an interview that the
warring parties must
reach a deal through a
political compromise
to end the ongoing
conflict.
“A deal means a
compromise. War can’t
be a compromise. Any
deal, if it is reached
voluntarily and through
negotiations, can last
long,” Zheng said
earlier this week after
addressing diplomats
and dignitaries at the
fourth Uganda Council
on Foreign Relations
Policy round table.
The
ambassador
said military options
have never succeeded
in resolving political

impasses.
“In today’s world
the only way to solve
the conflict is through
political dialogue and
negotiations. If you
resolve the conflict
through force it will
be temporary solution.
The peace can’t last
long. It [conflict] will
come back again,” said
Zheng.
The
ambassador
said
the
Chinese
government
will
continue to support and
offer relief assistance
to thousands of South
Sudan refugees who
have been displaced
to the neighboring
countries
including
Uganda.
Uganda
currently
hosts over one million
South Sudan refugees
who have fled into
the country following
fighting
between
government troops of
President
SalvaKiir
and those loyal to
former vice president
RiekMachar.

gether with Africa to build a new type of international relations featuring mutual respect, fairness,
justice and win-win cooperation, and a community with shared future for mankind, he added.

Nigeria reaffirms commitment
to one-China policy

President Muhammadu Buhari in a warmed hand shake with Chinese President, Xi Jinping

T

he Nigerian government
on Thursday reaffirmed its
commitment to the oneChina policy, saying it does
not recognize Taiwan as an
independent territory.
In a statement dispatched to all
federal ministries, departments,
and agencies, the government said
it recognizes that Beijing remains
the only seat of the government
representing the whole China and
Taiwan is an inalienable part of its
territory.
In effect, Nigerian leader
MuhammaduBuhari had directed

that the term “Republic of
China” (Taiwan) shall not be
used in official communications
and pronouncements in Nigeria,
according to the statement by
the office of the secretary to the
Nigerian government.
“And all official and private
trips by the government officials
to Taiwan must be cleared by the
Secretary to the Government of the
Federation,” said the statement.
The statement further reiterated
the Nigerian government’s drive
to strengthen and deepen the
bilateral relationship between
itself and China.
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China’s Belt and Road initiative to spur
green, resilient growth in Africa: expert

A

frican countries could reap huge
economic, social and ecological
benefits
from
enhanced
cooperation with China under the Belt
and Road (B&R) initiative, a senior
environmental expert has said.
Gianluca Ghiara, the national vice
chair of Environment Working Group
at the European Union Chamber of
Commerce in China said African
countries stand to gain from enhanced
cooperation with Beijing in areas
that advance green and inclusive
development as espoused in the Belt and
Road initiative.
“I can see great amount of opportunities
in terms of cooperation between China
and Africa in many areas, we can think
about environment, manufacturing,
logistics and construction,” Ghiara said.
He spoke to Xinhua recently during
the third edition of the United Nations
Environment Assembly (UNEA3) that
took place in Nairobi from Dec. 4 to 6.
Ghiara said multilateral agencies
attaches huge importance to the Belt and
Road initiative with the knowledge it is
likely to reshape Africa’s green agenda.
“I was invited here in UNEA-3
because of the importance of Belt and
Road initiative. We know the UN fully
supports this initiative,” said Ghiari,
adding that China’s wealth of expertise
in ecological protection can be applied in
Africa to stimulate green growth.
The Belt and Road initiative
championed by China focus on
development of new road and maritime
trade routes connecting a large swathe of
Asia, Middle East, Europe and Africa.
China has financed development
of mega infrastructure projects like
roads, ports and railways to enhance

President Xi Jinping delivering a speech at the international forum of Belt and Road, in Beijing last
year

connectivity with its foreign trading
partners under this initiative.
Ghiari said the belt and road initiative
which involves 65 countries that have
70 percent of the world’s population is
the embodiment of China’s growing
diplomatic and economic clout.
“I think the Belt and Road initiative
is going to reshape the idea we already
know about China being involved in so
many areas in so many countries,” said
Ghiari.
“In regard to Africa, I think China
can bring a lot in terms of technological
development and finding solutions that
can be affordable,” he added.
The Italian expert hailed China’s global

environmental stewardship terming it an
inspiration to African countries grappling
with a host of ecological threats like
climate change, ocean pollution, habitat
loss and desertification.
“Let us think about how many projects
China has been developing in the last 15
years against desertification. Of course
China is bringing this experience here
in Africa and this is the beautiful part of
the belt and road initiative,” Ghiari told
Xinhua.
He added that multilateral agencies
have rallied behind the belt and road
initiative in their quest to reshape
sustainable development agenda in
Africa and the larger developing world.

machinery manufacturing.
Moroccan Ministry of Industry has set a
strategic goal of joining the top 10 vehicleproducing nations in the world in a few years.
The country ranks currently among the top 15.
The North African kingdom aims to reach
a capacity of producing 1 million vehicles a
year by 2025, it added.
BYD will become the third car
manufacturer to produce cars in the North
African state. Renault has already set up two
car factories in Morocco, and PSA Peugeot
Citroen will begin producing cars near the
coastal city of Kenitra in 2019.
When the future plant of Peugeot-Citroen
is operational in Kenitra in 2019, the country
should exceed the threshold of producing
650,000 vehicles yearly, officials said.
Adding a fourth major auto plant before the
end of 2021 will enable the country to meet its

goal, Moroccan authorities believe.
With BYD’s participation, Morocco also
takes a step forward in another bid to become
a major producer of renewable energy,
where 52 percent of the country’s energy
consumption will be from renewable energy
by 2030.
The launch of the BYD factory reinforces
Morocco’s commitment to sustainable
development, which is now a cornerstone
of the Moroccan economic model and
contributes to its international commitment
to reducing carbon dioxide emissions from
transportation.
Morocco is also developing its supplier
base to support the growing network of
vehicle producing plants by attracting
some important players in the industry,
includingJapanese manufacturer JTEKT and
Italy’s MagnetiMarelli.

Morocco joins hands with China’s carmaker BYD to boost auto industry

M

orocco’s recent signing of an
agreement with China’s BYD, a
leading electric vehicle maker, is set
to boost its ambitious auto manufacturing
industry.
Under the agreement signed recently, BYD
will build a factory in Morocco to produce
battery-powered vehicles in the northern city
of Tangier, which is expected to employ 2,500
people.
The factory is planned in an area of 50
hectares (0.5 square km) in the new Mohamed
VI Tangier Tech City, as part of a project
between China and Morocco to set up a large
scale industrial hub in northern Morocco.
The 1-billion-U.S. dollar industrial park
aims to host hundreds of Chinese companies
in numerous industries, including auto
manufacturing, aerospace, aviation spare
parts, electronic information, textiles and

ww
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2018 and the outlook of the African Union Commission
By Moussa Faki Mahamat
2017 has been a particularly
eventful year, with the assumption
of duty of a new Commission. I have
had the privilege of serving with a
diverse group of individuals over
the past nine months, and the results
have been encouraging.
Youth has been at the center of
our agenda, as the African Union
works to open up opportunities for
them in every field. 2017 was the
year of Harnessing the Demographic
Dividend through Investment in
Youth. This made it possible to
renew our commitments, as African
States and institutions, to achieve
our targets for young people,
including through reducing the
proportion of youth unemployment
by at least 2 % annually. In adopting
the African Union Demographic
Dividend
Roadmap,
Member
States have pledged to open up
financial services for young people,
promote entrepreneurship, increase
investments in health, education,
and create spaces for youth
civic engagement and political
participation. They further pledged to
mobilize investments in sectors with
the potential for high employment
multiplier effects and to engage the
corporate sector to encourage onthe-job training and philanthropic
programmes.
Member
States
also
renewed their commitments to
empowering the youth through the
ratification, domestication and full
implementation of all African Union
Shared Values instruments, including
the African Youth Charter and the
African Charter on Democracy,
Elections and Governance.
I am pleased that several African
Union Member States have launched
the
Continental
Demographic
Dividend Roadmap and committed
to report annually on progress made.
The vast majority of Member States
completed the development of their
Demographic Dividend profiles.
This now gives us a clearer picture
of the high-impact areas that require
strategic investments in order to
harness the demographic dividend.

I call upon the Member States that held in Niamey in December 2017, it
have not yet done so to complete is envisaged that the CFTA agreement
these profiles.
and other related documents would be
Reports of African migrants adopted in March 2018. The CFTA,
being auctioned as slaves in Libya which is a flagship project of Agenda
by international criminal networks 2063, will create a market of over 1.2
were received with shock across the billion people. Its establishment will
continent and beyond. In response, significantly increase intra-African
the Commission took a number of trade, create economies of scale and
steps, including working with the regional value chains, and augment
Libyan authorities, as well as the job opportunities. In parallel, a legal
United Nations, the European Union, framework for the management of
the
International
Organization migration and mobility – the Protocol
for Migration and the High to the Treaty Estabilishing the African
Commissioner for Refugees, as part Economic Community Relating to the
of an African Union-led task force, Free Movement of Persons, Right of
to facilitate and accelerate
the voluntary repatriation
of migrants. I requested the
African Commission on
Human and People’s Rights
to carry out an investigation
into the situation and to
report as soon as possible.
Alongside
this,
the
Commission will also take
additional steps to address
the underlying drivers of
irregular migration.
In
November,
we
celebrated
the
30th
anniversary of the African
Commission on Human
and People’s Rights, which
was established to further
the advancement of our
people. While the task of
making these aspirations
into reality is a long one, we
are confident that it will be
achieved.
This
year,
the
Commission reevaluated the
effectiveness of its previous
policies and strategies African Union President, Moussa Faki Mahmat
with respect to gender equality Residence and Right of Establishment
and women’s empowerment on has been elaborated. It is due for
the continent. On this basis, a new adoption by the African Union Summit
gender equality and empowerment of January 2018.
strategy has been developed, which
The Commission will also accelerate
ensures better alignment with agenda the implementation of a number of
2063, places stronger emphasis on continental policies, including in the area
tangible results and accountability, of infrastructure, with the Programme
and promotes innovative practices.
for Infrastructure Development in
Regional integration remained Africa (PIDA), and agriculture, with
a priority for the African Union. the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture
Significant progress has been made Development Programme (CAADP).
regarding the negotiations over In this respect, greater emphasis will be
the Continental Free Trade Area placed on food security and safety.
(CFTA). Following the 4th meeting
Another Agenda 2063 flagship
of the African Ministers of Trade, project is the Single African Air

Transport Market. This initiative is
a follow-up to the Yamoussoukro
Declaration of 1999, and will be
launched in January 2018, on the
margins of the African Union
Summit. Twenty-three Member
States have pledged their solemn
commitment to the Single Air
Market, the implementation of
which will increase the number of
routes, reduce the cost of air travel
and contribute to the expansion of
intra-African trade and tourism. I
call on all Member States that have
not yet done so to join this important
initiative.

On the institutional building
front, the Assembly of Heads of
State and Government took an
important decision to transform
our Union into an effective and
efficient institution capable of
accelerating progress towards
economic
integration,
peace,
security and overall prosperity
for African citizens. In line with
this decision, I have established a
Reform Implementation Unit to
co-ordinate the implementation
process. I am particularly pleased
with the progress we are making on
the “Financing the Union” agenda.

In 2018, Member States will be funding
almost 40% of the African Union
programme budget, compared to less
than 5% in 2015 when the initiative was
launched. A number of measures will be
taken to strengthen overall finance and
budget management accountability. In
January 2018, I will be submitting a
progress report, setting out a number of
reform implementation proposals and
recommendations, for discussion by the
Summit.
Several successful elections were
held in Member States. I note, in
particular, the peaceful conduct of
presidential and representative elections
in Liberia. This bears testimony to
the commitment of the Liberian
people and leaders to sustain peace
in their country. I congratulate the
peoples and Governments of the
countries that held elections for
their commitment to ensuring
smooth electoral processes,
moving us closer to realizing the
spirit and letter of the African
Charter on Elections, Governance
and Democracy. I urge all
concerned to respect the will of
the people, abide by their national
and international obligations, and
to use non-violent and legal means
in resolving electoral disputes.
As we work towards building
stronger
institutions
and
promoting prosperity, the fight
against corruption assumes even
greater importance and urgency.
It is a well-recognized fact
that corruption hinders efforts
aimed at promoting democratic
governance,
socio-economic
transformation and peace and
security. It creates inequality in
our societies and erodes the rule of
law. While empirical evidence shows
that Africa has made some encouraging
steps in the last five years, huge
challenges remain. In recognition of
these, the African Union Assembly
declared 2018 as the African AntiCorruption Year (Project 2018), with
the theme “Winning the Fight Against
Corruption: A Sustainable Path to
Africa’s Transformation.”
The African Union remains
committed to working with the
Member States to deliver on the
ambitious Agenda 2063 flagship
project of Silencing the Guns by 2020.
We all need to rededicate ourselves to

ending violence and sustaining peace
in our continent, including by bringing
to a successful conclusion the ongoing
peace processes in Mali and the Central
African Republic, ensuring that the
elections planned in the Democratic
Republic of Congo in December 2018
take place on time and in a conducive
environment, consolidating progress
made in Somalia, and ending the
threat posed by terrorism in the Sahel,
the Lake Chad Basin, and in Horn of
Africa.
It is my earnest hope that the
south Sudanese stakeholders will
deliver on the commitments made
in the Agreement on Cessation of
Hostilities, Protection of Civilians and
Humanitarian Access signed as part of
the IGAD-led Revitalization Forum
that took place in Addis Ababa in
December 2017. The people of South
Sudan, who have endured so much
pain and suffering, desperately need
and deserve peace.
We have had several key
engagements with our strategic
partners. We started the year with a
high-level African Union CommissionUnited Nations Secretariat meeting.
We renewed our commitments to work
together on Africa’s peace, security and
governance challenges. In November,
the African Union-European Union
Summit took place. The outcomes of
these meetings stand to significantly
enhance the quality, effectiveness and
impact of these partnerships.
As we enter 2018, we should
remember all those who lost their lives
not because they lost the will to live, but
because of the deadly cloud of conflict,
intolerance and disregard for human
life and endeavor. We ought to do more
and better in 2018 to ensure a future for
ourselves, our children, our continent
and our world, where the right to life,
peace, opportunity and protection
should be the basic barometer of our
shared humanity.
We should not also forget the women
and men serving in African Union
or United Nations peace operations
in Africa. In 2017, many of them
were killed in the line of duty. Their
sacrifices should not be in vain.
I wish you all, fellow Africans, a
prosperous and peaceful 2018 for our
Continent and its people.
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News

China-Africa industrial capacity cooperation expo opens in Kenya

A man of a Chinese firm introduces products during the first China-Africa Industrial Capacity Cooperation Exposition
in Nairobi, Kenya

T

he inaugural China-Africa
Industrial Capacity Cooperation
Expo has kicked off in Nairobi
amid acknowledgement of the role
of capital, expertise and technology
from Beijing to fuel Africa’s industrial
progress.
Kenya’s Cabinet Secretary for
Trade, Industry and Cooperatives
Adan Mohamed opened the expo,
where more than 50 Chinese firms are
showcasing their products to potential
local and regional clients.
Mohamed said in his opening
remarks that Kenya was privileged to
host the first China-Africa industrial
expo that aims to deepen trade ties
between the Asian giant and its
partners in the world’s second largest
continent.
“Kenya is pleased and proud to be
hosting this maiden edition of ChinaAfrica Industrial Capacity Cooperation
Exhibition,” said Mohamed.
“This forum happening for the
first time in Africa symbolizes the
confidence that China has in the

continent and more specifically
Kenya and its desire to develop that
partnership to a deeper and higher
level,” he added.
Senior Kenyan policymakers
and staff from the Chinese Embassy
in Nairobi joined executives from
major Chinese firms to inaugurate the
four-day expo aimed at showcasing
investment opportunities in the region
and across the continent.
Mohamed said Kenya has enacted
progressive legislative and policy
frameworks to attract foreign direct
investments from China and other
emerging economies.
“Kenya has actively promoted
investment opportunities to the
Chinese and is looking at increasing
foreign direct investments from the
country,” Mohamed said.
He said Kenya is keen to court
Chinese investors in its quest to
transform key sectors of the economy
like manufacturing, agro-processing,
infrastructure and real estate.
The cabinet secretary said Beijing

is ready to partner with African
countries to modernize their industrial
sector that is the bedrock of economic
growth and job creation.
Li Xuhang, minister counsellor of
the Chinese Embassy in Kenya, said
investments in manufacturing sector
will enable African countries to realize
rapid economic growth.
Chinese firms participating in
the Nairobi expo are drawn from
diverse sectors of the economy and
will be scouting for new business
opportunities and local partnerships.
Kiprono
Kittony,
chairman
of Kenya National Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, said the
country stood to gain from the first
ever China-Africa industrial capacity
cooperation expo.
“This is a timely opportunity for us
to promote trade and investments with
China for mutual benefits,” Kittony
said, adding that a level playing field
is key to advancing bilateral trade
between China and African countries.

News Extra
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China, Gambia agree
on closer cooperation

C

hina will promote cooperation with
Gambia in agricultural technology,
fishery processing, infrastructure
development and tourism to achieve winwin results, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang
has said.
Li’s remarks came during a meeting
with Gambian President Adama Barrow,
who is on his first state visit to China
since diplomatic relations were resumed
last year.
The two countries established formal
diplomatic links in 1974, but China
suspended relations in 1995 when the
west African country resumed so-called
“diplomatic” ties with Taiwan. Gambia
severed ties with Taiwan in 2013.
“China will consider Gambia’s national
conditions and characteristics and give
full play to the complementarity of our
two countries,” Li said.
He said China will continue to provide
support and assistance for Gambia’s
economic and social development.
Li said China hopes Gambia will firmly
uphold the one-China policy, and China
will advance ties with Gambia on the
basis of mutual respect and treating each
other on an equal footing.
Thanking China for its long-term
support and help, Barrow said Gambia

looks forward to continued help from
China.
Barrow said Gambia will adhere to the
one-China policy and work with China
to strengthen cooperation to open a new
chapter in bilateral relations.
Chinese top legislator Zhang
Dejiangalso met with Barrow on Friday.
Zhang said China’s National People’s
Congress (NPC) stands ready to work

11
with Gambia’s National Assembly
to implement the consensus reached
between the two heads of state.
Both sides can share experience in
national governance and legislation,
promote people-to-people and cultural
exchanges and improve the legal
environment for pragmatic cooperation,
said Zhang, chairman of the NPC
Standing Committee.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang (R) meets with visiting Gambian President Adama Barrow in Beijing, capital of China

South Sudan hails China’s contribution to its health sector

S

outh Sudan has commended
China’s continued financial and
technical assistance to the health
sector of the war-torn east African
nation.
Health Minister Riek Gai Kok said
health cooperation between South
Sudan and China in the past six years
has had enormous impact on the
country’s health sector.
China has become South Sudan’s
leading donor of pharmaceuticals,
grants and a major partner in capacity
building for South Sudanese health
professionals, the minister said.
A grant of about 33 million U.S.
dollars provided by the Chinese
government in 2013 to modernize and
expand health facilities in the warravaged country has greatly improved
health care across South Sudan, he
said.
Last year, China offered short
training programs to over 250 South
Sudanese doctors in different areas of
specialization.

“Our relations with China is very
excellent and we have seen what
China has done to this country in
the past six years,” Kok told reporters
during an inspection visit to a Chinaaided project for modernization and
expansion of Juba Teaching Hospital,
South Sudan’s biggest referral hospital.
“The health facilities constructed by
Chinese grants will go for generations
providing services and standing very
firm as a symbol of our relationship
with China,” he said.
The minister also lauded China’s
donation of 28 containers consisting of
transport and communication devices,
medical equipment to support the
Boma Health Initiative, a communitybased project that seeks to bring health
services to grass-root communities.
“When we launched the community
health initiative (Boma Health
Initiative) last year, the first country to
come to our support was China. They
supplied us with tools, equipment,
which were delivered quickly,” Kok
said. “That shows China’s commitment

to our country’s health sector.”
Economic
and
Commercial
Councilor Zhang Yi at the Chinese
Embassy in South Sudan said Beijing is
committed to improving South Sudan’s
health sector by offering financial
assistance and capacity building to
health professionals.
“With all our struggles and efforts,
the cooperation between the two
countries can move the whole health
sector in South Sudan and improve
the livelihood of the South Sudanese
people,” Zhang said.
Zhang urged the South Sudanese
people to embrace peace for
development to take place in the
country devastated by four years of
civil war.
“We sincerely hope that the peace
process and resumption of stability
could be moving forward,” he said.
“Peace and development are just
like twins. Without peace, you can
hardly make any development, and
without development, no peace can be
sustained.”
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Sino-Ethiopia ties hailed as role
model for South-South cooperation

Chinese Ambassador to Etheopia, Tan Jian

T

he
newly
appointed
Chinese Ambassador to
Ethiopia Tan Jian said the
partnership between Ethiopia
and China could be seen as a
role model for the South-South
cooperation.
Tan said in an interview with
Xinhua on Wednesday that the
Sino-Ethiopian partnership is a
comprehensive one and could
be seen as “a role model for the
South-South cooperation.”
“The relationship between
Ethiopia and China is based on
comprehensive, strategic and
cooperative partnership in all
areas and at all levels,” he said.
Describing the economic
cooperation as the basis, Tan
also stressed cooperation in the
human resource development
sector and the science and the
technology field.
“The bond between the two
peoples is very important and it
should be the foundation for the
relationship between China and
Ethiopia,” Tan said.
The
newly
appointed
ambassador also lauded the
role of the Ethiopian Airlines
in promoting relations of the
two countries. He indicated that

frequent visits among nationals
of the two countries would
further strengthen the peopleto-people relations between the
two countries.
In the past two decades,
Chinese
companies
have
invested close to 4 billion U.S.
dollars in Ethiopia. The bilateral
trade volume also reached 6.37
billion dollars in 2015.
According to the recently
published McKinsey report,
Ethiopia and South Africa have
developed a “robust partnership”
with China, along with a high
degree of economic engagement
in the form of investment, trade,
loans and aid.
Ethiopian Foreign Affairs
Minister, Workneh Gebeyehu,
in his recent meeting with Tan
also called for strengthening
the socio-economic partnership
between the two countries.
According
to
Gebeyehu,
the ties between Ethiopia and
China has shown consistent
upward trajectory over the
past years. Gebeyehu further
called on strengthening the
socioeconomic relations among
the two countries to “a higher
level.”

Gebeyehu further said that
the relations between the two
countries “has grown to an
excellent level, where the two
countries enjoy a comprehensive
cooperation and partnership.”
The Ethiopian government
has also said that its relation with
China is given due emphasis as
it remains one among the major
priority partnerships both in the
diplomatic and other sectors.
Ahmed Shide, Ethiopia’s
Minister of Transport, previously
told Xinhua that Chinese
engagement has benefited the
East African country both in
business and people-to-people
relations.
“In the last 20 years, the
level of economic cooperation
with
China
has
grown
very fast. It will facilitate
industrial
manufacturing
development, boost Ethiopia’s
competitiveness,” Shide said.
“Chinese
engagement
in Ethiopia is harmonious,
contributing to the development
of Ethiopia,” Shide said, adding
that “Chinese personnel, be it
workers and businesspeople, are
contributing to the development
of Ethiopia.”

News

Kenya expresses gratitude to China
for developing human resources

T

he
Kenyan
government
has
expressed its gratitude
to China for contributing to
the development of human
resources in the county.
Speaking during a
luncheon for the 2017
beneficiaries of the public
service
sponsorship
programs, at the Economic
and
Commercial
Counsellor’s Office of the
Chinese embassy in Kenya,
Dennis Mutahi, director
of
Human
Resources
Development in the state
department of public service
and youth, noted China’s
assistance,
especially
through short-term related
courses and seminars.
“The
Chinese
government has helped
to equip public servants
with knowledge, skills and
competences needed to
enhance their performance,”
he said, adding that the
sponsorship comes through
the
China
Technical
Cooperation
Assistance
Programme (TCAP).
The public servants
have
been
equipped
with
knowledge
in
education,
agriculture,
trade, telecommunication,
information
technology,
infrastructure development,
malaria
control,
environment, public policy/
administration,
security,
diplomacy, and business
process re-engineering.
“The training initiatives
extended to Kenyans by the
Chinese government are
driven by demand for skills,
knowledge, and attitude
required in enhancing
performance,” Mutahi said.
He said that feedback
from an evaluation done
a year ago reveals that
the
skills,
knowledge
and
experiences
that
beneficiaries have gained
from training in China have
led to improved performance
and ``thereby contributed to
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China donates 5 mln USD
to WFP’s school feeding
program in NE Uganda

C

hina has contributed five million U.S.
dollars to the UN World Food Program
(WFP) school feeding program in the
semi-arid Karamoja region in northeastern
Uganda.
WFP Country Director El-Khidir Daloum
has said the donation from China will boost
the school feeding program, which helps
boost enrolment, enable children to finish
school and make learning easier in the region.
The contribution will also fill major
funding gaps in a program that treats acute
malnutrition and another that prevents
stunting.
“WFP has faced major funding shortfalls
for its work in Karamoja in recent years,
The 2017 beneficiaries of the public service China-sponsorship programs, which forced the organization to reduce
Economic and Commercial Counsellor’s Office staff and the state department of public service and youth staff, take a photo, during a luncheon rations in school feeding every now and then
and to completely stop the asset-creation
for the 2017 beneficiaries of the public service sponsorship programs
program mid this year. However, China
the growth of the Kenyan serves as a channel for recently made a generous contribution of five
economy”.
facilitating people-to-people million dollars,” said Daloum.
Mutahi said that Kenya’s connections, which he said
He said the Asian country is an important
potential lies in its people, is the source of unity and new donor to the WFP in Uganda for its
humanitarian work.
the reason the government cooperation.
is committed to improving
the quality of its human
resource base as envisaged
in Kenya’s Vision 2030-the
country’s economic blue
print.
Since 2011, through
bilateral and multilateral
channels, China has run
different kinds of research
and training programs
for developing countries.
Kenya has always been a
main recipient country.
According to GuoCe, the
economic and commercial
counsellor at the Chinese
embassy in Kenya, between
2015 and 2017, China
sponsored 98 Kenyans to
study at such well-known
Chinese universities as
Tsinghua,
Peking
and
Tongji.
Guo said that the
embassy will be organizing
10 bilateral seminars in
2018, covering various fields
such as health, economy and
trade, security, infrastructure
and environment protection.
“We welcome more
local people to take part in
these trainings and take this
opportunity to learn more
about China,” he said.
Guo said that Chinasponsored
training

“After studying in
China, we believe the
trainees will have a better
understanding of China’s
policies, economy, culture,
science, and people. This,
will have a positive and
far-reaching impact on their
future work and life,” he
said.
KariukiKimani, one of
the trainings beneficiaries
and the CE of Soulstone
Foundation, attended a
three-week seminar on
business investment.
“I’m grateful to the
Chinese
government
for giving me such an
opportunity and ensuring
that I get very crucial
information for development
of my country,” he said.
Stephen
Rono,
another beneficiary of the
sponsorship program and
who works with Kenya
Prisons Service, said that
he learned a lot, especially
about
the
discipline,
commitment and enthusiasm
that Chinese exhibit in their
work.
“I will ensure that I’m
always committed, punctual
and that I uphold a lot of
discipline in my work,” he
said.

Kenyan special economic zone to launch Chinese
industrial park

A

Kenyan special economic zone Tatu City
is set to launch a Chinese industrial park to
accommodate firms from the Asian nation,
officials said Wednesday.
Nick Langford, Country Head of Tatu City,
told reporters that the city, located 15 km northeast
of Nairobi, has so far attracted three Chinese firms
into its industrial park.
“Due to increasing interest by Chinese
investors, we are seeking to set aside 50 acres
out of the 900 acres of industrial park to Chinese
firms,” Langford said.
Tatu city is a 5,000-acre mixed-use city that
will house over 150,000 residents when fully
developed.
China’s construction engineering firm
STECOL has bought space at the industrial park as
have TianLong, a manufacturer of gas cylinders,
and Kyanite Construction firm.
Langford said that the fact that three Chinese
companies have bought land at Tatu City indicates
that there is demand from Chinese companies.
“We are also getting many more inquires from
Chinese firms,” he added.
The Tatu city official noted that its industrial
park is ideal for setting up a manufacturing
plant due to suitable location as well developed
infrastructure.
He said firms domiciled at the special
economic zone are entitled to various tax
incentives including a ten-year tax holiday.
Data from the ministry of industry indicates
that there are approximately 400 Chinese
companies operating in Kenya providing over
40,000 jobs to locals.

News
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for future of African elephants
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T

he
government
of
Tanzania and conservation
organizations has hailed
China’s decision to end ivory trade,
saying the move offered hope for
the future of elephants in Africa.
Major General Gaudence
Milanzi, Tanzania’s Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Tourism,
said “China as a country has
been at the front line in fighting
poaching.”
Milanzi said China’s efforts,
including the ban on all trade in
ivory and ivory products, have
helped to bring down poaching
levels in Tanzania, calling upon
other countries across the world to
follow suit.
Milanzi praised the government
of China for the good move
which proved to the international
community that it was determined
to end the business and protect the
animal.
“These outcomes are very
encouraging. We applaud the
Chinese leadership in this,” said
January Makamba, Minister of
State in the Vice-President’s Office
responsible for the Environment.
Makamba said China’s decision
was consistent with its leadership
in climate change and other
important global issues.
“We hope other countries which
have been reluctant will follow
suit. Concerted global effort on the
demand side makes it easier for
anti-poaching efforts on the supply
side to succeed,” said the minister
in an email to Xinhua.
China has honored its
commitment to ending commercial
processing and sales of ivory by
the end of 2017, China’s State
Forestry Administration has said,
adding it was China’s “new year
gift to the elephant.”
“The Chinese authorities
will continue to clamp down
on ivory collection as well as
processing, sales, transportation
and smuggling of elephant tusks,”
the administration said.
The move affects 34 processing
enterprises and 143 designated
trading venues, with all of them to
close, in the world’s once largest
ivory market.
“China has long been one of the
world’s biggest markets for ivory.
World Wildlife Fund (WWF)

China’s ivory trade ban offers hope for future of African elephants
Tanzania is very delighted to see
the doors of this market closed,”
Amani Ngusaru, the organization’s
country director for Tanzania said .
“We are particularly excited to
see that the government of China
has followed through on a great
promise it made to the world,
offering hope for the future of
elephants in Africa,” he said.
Ngusaru said it was important
to realize that commercial ivory
trade ban in China alone will
not be sufficient deterrence for
elephant poachers, adding that the
same action should be taken by
other nations where ivory trading
is still practiced.
TRAFFIC, a wildlife trade
monitoring network, said in a
report in December 2017 that
Japan remained one of the world’s
largest domestic ivory markets,
and is home to an active, though
shrinking, ivory manufacturing
industry.
The report, compiled with the
support of the World Wildlife
Fund, said 2.42 tonnes of ivory,
including elephant tusks, antiques
and jewellery, were illegally
exported from Japan between
2011 and 2016.
“The country also boasts
significant stockpiles of raw tusks
in private ownership, a cultural
legacy from its past trade,” said

the report titled “Ivory Towers: An
Assessment of Japan’s Ivory trade
and domestic market”.
Co-author of the report Tomomi
Kitade said earlier in a report that
their findings show without doubt
that Japan’s largely unregulated
domestic ivory market is
contributing to illegal trade and it is
imperative that Japan’s role within
international illegal ivory trade be
recognized.
Attilio Tagalile, a Tanzanian
veteran journalist now working
with WWF Tanzania, said
China’s ban on ivory trade will
considerably help in checking
poaching, especially in Tanzania
which lost 90 percent of its
elephant population in the Selous
game reserve, one of the largest
faunal reserves of the world,
located in the south of country,
between 1982 and 2014.
“The ban on ivory trade in
China means drastic fall of ivory
prices which in turn translates into
drastic fall in poaching that leads
to continued existence of elephants
not only in the Selous Game
Reserve but in Tanzania, and in
Africa in general,” said Tagalile.
In January 2017, former
Tanzanian President Benjamin
Mkapa commended China for
banning ivory trade and urged
other countries across the world to

follow suit.
“The banning of ivory trade in
other countries like what China has
done will lead to ending poaching
in Tanzania,” said Mkapa who
ruled Tanzania between 1995 and
2005.
“It is better for other countries
across the world to emulate what
China has done in order to save
the lives of elephants that are
disappearing in various parts of the
world,” he said.
“China is not the only
destination country for ivory
trade, there is a number of other
countries in Europe, America and
the Far East, so our call is for the
other destinations to ban the trade
in their countries and that’s where
we can move on and succeed in
our fight,” he said.
The Uganda Wildlife Authority
(UWA) on Tuesday also lauded
China’s ban on ivory trade as a
major milestone step.
UWA Executive Director
Andrew Seguya told Xinhua
that China’s decision will go a
long way in the conservation and
protection of the African elephants.
“It gives us a lot of hope for
elephants of Uganda, elephants of
Africa and elephants of the world.
So we congratulate the Chinese
government for that decision,” he
said.

15
Chinese company in Burundi turns
vast marshland into farmland
News Extra

B

ChinAfrica Newsletter/January 2018

urundian
farmer
John
Ahiboneye
wearing rainboots
stood in rippling green rice
on a December morning.
He was harvesting rice
in the rice field which
stretches beyond sight.
The rice field located in
the southwestern suburbs
of
Kirundo
Town,
chief town of Kirundo
Province,
northeastern
Burundi, was unfit for
growing rice and was
even hard for people to
stand on the ground, until
Chinese firm STECOL
Corporation conducted
an irrigation and water
conservancy project here
for over 538 hectares of
land.
The Chinese firm
started construction in
September 2014, with an
completion
inspection
of the project done last
December. The project
has improved the land
condition, turning vast
areas of marshland into
farmland.
“In the past, mud
here reaches my waist, in
some places my whole
body could get stuck in

mud,” said the 42-year-old
farmer. “I had to lift my
hands above mud in order
to plant seedlings in mud.”
“But now I’m able to
stand on the land and
plant them,” he said,
dusting off his leg.
He could grow rice
once a year from January
to May before the project
was implemented, but
now he can grow at least
twice, said Ahiboneye.
Around 75 percent
of the target land of the
project was marshland,
which could not be
farmed throughout the
year, said Guo Huaiguang,
project manager. Parts of
the land could be farmed
only during the rain
season, as it faced water
shortage during the dry
season, he said.
The Chinese firm built
dams and network of
irrigation and drainage
channels to guide the
water saved in the dam
into the land when the
land needs. The channels
also enlarge the size of
irrigated area.
The water in the
marshland flowed away
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with the future projects at the political
and economic frameworks and
others,” he noted.
Vice-Minister of the International
Department of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China
Li Jun told reporters that “the talks
summarized the valuable experiences
in the relations of the two parties since
their establishment more than 15 years
ago.”
“We have exchanged viewpoints
on the future cooperation between the
two parties and next year’s program,”
Li added.
He went on saying that “I think the
NCP and the CPC, as ruling parties,
must reactivate the cooperation and
exchange of experiences to play
the role of the political leadership
to enhance the official ties between
the two countries as well as the
cooperation in all fields.”

through the channels and
the fresh water will be
saved in the dam instead
of flowing into the land
directly, according to the
design.
The
firm
also
constructed
a
water
pumping station, which
pumps water from the
land when it rains heavily,
Guo said.
Because of the project,
the whole target land has
turned into farmland,
he said. The firm also
built roads connecting
areas which were divided
by water in the past,
according to him.
While implementing
the project, the Chinese
firm built a soccer field,
leveled the ground of a
school and a bus station
for locals, Guo said.
Over 4,000 families
in Kirundo Province
have received the land
renovated by the project,
including families who
didn’t have land in the past,
said Kirundo provincial
engineer Jean Baptiste.
Statistics from the
government of Kirundo
Province showed that the

total population of the
province stands at around
780,000.
The agriculture in
Kirundo Province is
underdeveloped, as it
is constrained by the
weather, low quality of
rice seeds, poverty and so
on, Governor of Kirundo
Province
Melchior
Nankwahomba
told
Xinhua in an interview.
“The project helps
improve life of local
people,” he said.
According to Guo,
STECOL
overcame
many
challenges
to
complete the project,
such as complicated
geological condition of
the marshland, high risk
of malaria, lack of skilled
workers in Burundi and
difficulty for purchasing
materials.
“After the project’s
completion,
the
Burundian government
and others gave accolades
to it. Many people outside
Kirundo Province tell
me it is a good project,”
Guo told Xinhua. “I feel
my effort and sweat are
worthwhile.”

Ruling parties from Sudan, China exchange views on
future cooperation
udan’s ruling National Congress
Party (NCP) and the Communist
Party of China (CPC) has held
joint talks in Khartoum on the sidelines
of the NCP’s Annual Conference of
Thought which kicked off sessions last
month
Kamal-Eddin Ismail, chairman
of the NCP’s external relations
department, chaired his party side
to the talks, while Vice-Minister of
the International Department of the
Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China Li Jun, chaired the CPC
party’s side.
“We have reviewed the means
for developing the joint cooperation
relations between the two parties,”
Ismail told reporters following the
talks.
“We have agreed on all the
proposed issues at all levels together

Chinese Premier Li Keqaing in a hand shake with South Sudanese President, Salva Kiir

Li is leading the CPC delegation to
the annual conference, which opened
in Khartoum ON Saturday with

participation of representatives of
China, Vietnam, Tunisia, Morocco and
Ethiopia.
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China’s experience and Africa’s revitalization
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owadays, one can hardly
travel around Africa without
noticing the presence of
Chinese nationals -- regardless
of whether they are tourists,
businessmen, peacekeepers, staff
members of medical teams, or
employees of Chinese-owned
enterprises.
No matter which African country
they are in, or what sort of occupation
they are engaged in, they are the
practitioners of China’s Africa policy
of sincerity, real results, affinity and
good faith.
As China approaches the center
of the world stage, they are extending
the olive branch of friendship to
the African people and serving
as a driving force behind Africa’s
development and her dream of
rejuvenation.
FIGHT AGAINST DISEASES,
DISASTERS
China is a friend indeed in
Africa’s fight against diseases and
disasters.
On Nov. 26, China’s naval
hospital ship Peace Ark completed
its maiden voyage around Africa
and departed from the port of Dar
es Salaam, the economic capital of
Tanzania in East Africa.
During its voyage that lasted
nearly 100 days and covered 13,000
nautical miles (24,076 km), the Peace
Ark provided medical treatment,
including 246 surgeries, for 52,000
people in Djibouti, Sierra Leone,
Gabon, the Republic of Congo,
Angola, Mozambique and Tanzania.
To many Africans, the Peace Ark is
both a “ship of hope” and “a ship of
friendship.”
In mid-August, sustained
torrential rains pounded Freetown,
the capital of Sierra Leone in West
Africa, triggering landslides that
claimed the lives of more than 1,000
people. Immediately, local Chinese
businesses formed the first foreign
rescue team that arrived at the
scene. A group of Chinese military
medical experts stationed in Sierra
Leone followed quickly in rescue
missions, providing treatment and
taking preventive measures to cut off
infectious diseases.

More than 500 buses in E China ready to be exported to Africa
PEACEKEEPING
China is also Africa’s partner in
maintaining peace and stability.
On Aug. 1, Chinese troops
formally entered the military support
base in Djibouti, a country in the
Horn of Africa. As China’s first
overseas support base, it facilitates
the Chinese military’s humanitarian
aid and escort missions in the Gulf of
Aden and waters off Somalia.
In South Sudan, Mali and the
Democratic Republic of Congo,
Chinese blue helmets are among the
most welcome. Besides fulfilling
their missions mandated by theUnited
Nations, they are also doing their best
to help local residents solve problems.
“China, good!” the Chinese
peacekeepers are often greeted
with such kind remarks by the local
people.
INFRASTRUCTURE
CONSTRUCTION
To African countries endeavoring
to realize social and economic
growth, China is also partner that not
only gives a fish, but also teaches one
how to fish.
At the end of May, the Chineseconstructed railway connecting
Kenya’s capital Nairobi and its
eastern port city of Mombasa started
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operations. The electrified railway
that utilizes full Chinese standards
has greatly facilitated the travel of
Kenyans living along it, having
already carried 600,000 passengers
with an average attendance rate of
about 95 percent.
On Nov. 2, West Africa’s largest
hydropower dam was inaugurated in
Soubre, Cote d’Ivoire. The Chinesebuilt power station sitting astride the
SassandraRriver is a flagship project
of the China-Africa infrastructure
and industrial capacity cooperation.
It serves to alleviate local power
shortages and help create lots of jobs.
Speaking at the 29thAfrican
Unionsummit in July, U.N.
Deputy Secretary-General Amina
Mohammed called on African
countries to harness the historic
opportunity offered in China’s Road
and Belt Initiative so as to push
forward the integration process of the
African continent.
Ethiopia, which is churning out
a miracle of economic growth on
the African continent, has often been
regarded as following a development
path similar with that of China.
Some other African countries,
including Rwanda, Kenya, Uganda
and Angola, are also increasingly

turning their eyes to China. The
African countries that study and
learn from the “Chinese path” have
generally done better in terms of
economic growth than other African
countries, says a Financial Times
report.
Executive Director of Africa
Economic Research Consortium
Lemma Senbet told Xinhua in a
recent interview that China-Africa
partnership has been framed around
mutual respect and pursuit of
common aspirations.
The African countries can learn
from China as they embark on
economic diversification, regional
integration and strengthening of
political institutions, said Senbet.
Proposed
by
Chinese
PresidentXiJinpingin 2013, the Belt
and Road Initiative aims to build
trade and infrastructure networks
connecting Asia with Europe and
Africa on and beyond the ancient Silk
Road routes. It comprises the Silk
Road Economic Belt and the 21st
Century Maritime Silk Road, which
is originally composed of one route
spanning westward from China to
Europe, and the other extending from
the country’s eastern coastline down
to the Indian Ocean.
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