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Senator Shehu Sani, Chairman of the occasion and
deputy senate committee on foreign Affairs making
his remarks.
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Mr Jian Qin, Charge d' affaires of the Chinese embassy in Nigeria,
delivering his speech at the occasion.

China to help Nigeria overcome
clogs to development

T

he Peoples Republic of China has
declared that it has “the rm
political willingness and
commitment” in supporting Nigeria to
break through the triple bottleneck of
infrastructure decit, shortage of skilled
manpower and inadequate funding, to
overcome obstacles to sustainable and
inclusive development.
The declaration was made by the
charge de affairs of the embassy of the
People's Republic of China in Nigeria,
Mr. Jian Qin at the seminar to mark the

Mr. Jian Qin further assured that at
“present China is working closely and
preferentially supporting Nigeria in
breaking three bottlenecks that hamper
Nigeria industrialization and
agricultural modernization, noting that
the Chinese side is pleased to see that
since president Muhammadu Buhari
took ofce, the government has been
committed to economic development
and improvement in Peoples life”

95th anniversary of the founding of the
Communist Party of China, (CPC) in
Abuja, organized jointly by the Center
for China Studies, (CCS) and the China
Cultural Center in Nigeria (CCC).
According to the envoy, "China has
sufcient funding and mature
technologies, a large number of strong
industries and surplus production
capacity" that is due for oversea transfer,
Earlier in his address, he has said that
and noted that in this connection, China
"since the establishment of the
and Nigeria has strong
Communist Party of China (CPC) in
complementarities, huge potential and
broad prospects.
continue from page 2
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Mr Labaran Maku, former minister of information, making his remarks at the 95th anniversary seminar
of the founding of the Communist Party of China, in Abuja.

1921,it has grown from a small party with
fteen members into a large governing
party which has a 67 years experience of
governance and eighty million members,
with its development history spanning three
heroic phases of revolution, construction
and reform.
According to the envoy, "under the
leadership of the Communist party, China's
economic and social development has
made brilliant achievements, political
progress, enhanced social prosperity and
brought happiness to the overall life's of the
people. With a gross national product of
more than 10 trillion US dollars, China has
become the world's second largest
economy, have basically solved the food
problem of its 1.3 billion people, achieved
unity of all her ethnic nationalities and
currently leading all ethnic groups in China
towards realizing the great rejuvenation of
the Chinese nation.

Earlier, in his address, the chairman of the
seminar, senator Shehu Sani, who is also
the Senate committee deputy chairman on
foreign affairs, called China a role model,
who has not forgotten that it shared same
trenches with Africa in the anti colonial
struggle. He called China, reliable and trust
worthy friend of Africa. Senator Sani who
churned out several quotes from chairman
Mao Zedong's Red Book to the admiration
of participants, urged youths to dig deep in
their quest for knowledge, noting that early
Chinese Communist leaders like Mao,
Zhou Enlai, Deng Xiaoping were in their
youths when they took action that reshaped
China's destiny for the better.
The director of the China cultural center
and cultural attaché to the Chinese
embassy in Nigeria, Mr. Yan Xiangdong,
claried on some issues raised especially
by foreign commentators that the
Communist Party does not have an
Underscoring the signicance of the CPC to ideology and also a claim that party
the fate of modern China, the envoy said organization is pragmatic and interested
emphatically, that "without the CPC, there only in what works.
will be no new China today, without the
CPC there will be no reform and opening According to him, this view is wrong and
up of China and without the CPC, there even ofcial statements make it very clear
would be no better future and China cannot that the party does have a coherent world
make such a great contribution to Africa as view".
well as the world".

Mr. Charles Onunaiju, director, Centre for
China Studies, (CCS) in his own remarks
said that “a distinct feature of the Chinese
Communist Party was the appreciation of
the Chinese specic social condition and
political landscape and harnessing this key
characteristics to the universal value of the
scientic theory of Marxism Leninism ".
He added that" as in revolution, the party
has brought this unique insight to bear on
the construction of modern Chinese state
and in the current stage of reform ".
Former minister of information Labaran
Maku, who is also the national Secretary of
the All Progressive Grand Alliance, APGA in
his contribution noted that Chinese
exponential development has been the
cynosure of global attention and its current
stage of reform, will be closely watched.
The seminar which was attended, by
youths, party members, civil society
organizations witnessed lectures delivered
by three distinguished academics,
professor Yusuf Zoaka, dean of the social
sciences, university of Abuja, professor
Joseph Golwa, dean of the post graduate
school Bingham university, Karu and
Chinese trained, Dr. Ghali Sheriff of the
department of political science, university

FEATURES

3

ChinAfrica Newsletter/July 2016

Chinese Dream and African Dream Fly Hand
in Hand
by Zhao Qizheng

C

hina is the biggest developing country in
the world, while Africa is the continent
with the largest number of developing
countries. China and Africa constitute a
community of common destiny, which not only
is a practical need of the two sides, but also has
its historical background.
From 1845 to 1943, altogether 12 countries
established their joint“concessional area”in
Shanghai, which shows that China was once a
semi-colonial country. Such a historical
background makes it easy for the Chinese
people and African people to understand each
other. The Chinese dream is about building
China into a great country to rejuvenate the
Chinese nation, while the African dream is
about rejuvenation of African countries and
nations, and the revitalization of the African
continent.
The Chinese dream consists of many small
dreams. With these small dreams coming true,
the Chinese dream will be ultimately realized.
One part of the Chinese dream is the Shanghai
dream.
Shanghai is divided into the eastern and
western parts by one river. Decades ago we
were very poor, with no money or capability to
build a bridge or a tunnel. What we used then
was a ferry to transport people from one part to
another. In times of heavy smog or rains, it was
dangerous to take the ferry. There was always
imbalance between the two sides of the river.
The eastern part of the river was called Pudong,
which used to be a backward place.
Pudong used to have very poor infrastructure.
Whenever it rained, some paths would turn into
rivers. At that time, there was a saying in
Shanghai,“it is better to have one bed in Puxi
(western part of Huangpu River) than to have a
housing in Pudong (eastern part of Huangpu
River)”, which can tell you how poor Pudong
was at the time. In 1990, under the guidance of
the general architect of China's reform and
opening-up, we star ted the dream of
rejuvenating Shanghai, which was the wellknown plan of“developing Pudong”.
It has been 26 years since the implementation
of the plan. Housings, factories, roads, bridges
and tunnels have been built there over the past
two decades. There are now over ten bridges
across the Huangpu River, ten tunnels going
through it, connecting the western part and the
eastern part together. Nanpu Bridge is the rst
bridge we built in Pudong. It is 8300 meters

Zhao Qizheng
long, open to trafc in November 1991, and
cost only slightly over 100 million dollars. There
are now ten such bridges. When one looked
from the west to the east across the river, he
could only see farmlands and dilapidated
housing. However, now what one can nd in the
east are brand new buildings everywhere. Such
efforts brought about leapfrog development in
Shanghai, which started its rejuvenation.
In the initial years of the development of
Pudong, some newspapers of the west said
that it was just a political slogan and impossible
to succeed. I still keep some of the newspapers
then, taking them as a kind of pushing force. If
anyone says Africa cannot succeed, you
should also keep the newspaper and show
them a new Africa 20 or 30 years later.
At that time, there were two famous people
holding opposing views. One was called Milton
Friedman who was a Nobel Prize laureate and
monetary expert. He has been to Shanghai and
said that the Pudong Development Plan might
mean another“Potemkin village”. As you might
know,“Potemkin village”is the synonym of a big
lie-- a Russian minister named Potemkin once
built a false village to cheat Catherine II of
Russia. Mr. Friedman was a great monetary
expert, but he failed to understand China or
Shanghai. He did not understand the real
strength of the Chinese people. He passed
away years ago. The author of his biography
said that if Mr. Friedman were still alive, he
might revise his views. I also believe that he
would do so. At the same time, there is a“China
hand”in America called Dr. Kisisnger, the
former secretary of state of the US. He said to
me many times that“I do not think the
development of Pudong is a dream. It is a real

action. You see, I am right.”
There are many cultural facilities in Pudong
today. The construction of Pudong Oriental Art
Center cost about 200 million dollars, jointly
designed by the French and Chinese engineers.
Pictured by a drone from the high sky, it looks
like a ower. We call the building“buttery
orchid”. I think maybe we can call it what
former Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing has called
the“today-yesterday-tomorrow ower”. It was
barren land yesterday, and is a beautiful ower
today, and will give birth to beautiful music and
many ar tists, musicians and performers
tomorrow.
We have not forgotten scientic research. The
latest Optical source laboratory in Shanghai is
on the research of basic physics. It has been
completed. We welcome scientists from all
countries to come here for joint research.
The Shanghai dream, a part of the Chinese
dream has been initially realized. The African
dream is composed of the dreams of 54
countries. If the dream of each country can be
realized, it will produce a great Africa.
Let us share our splendor and beautiful dreams
with Africa. Let the Chinese dream and African
dream y together for the great rejuvenation of
our nations.

Mr. Zhao Qizheng, is the director
of the Information School of the
People's University and former
chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Committee of the CPPCC
National Committee.
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China pledges to support Zimbabwe
overcome economic difculties

C

hina has pledged its continued support to
Zimbabwe to help the drought-ravaged
southern African countr y overcome
economic difculties.
Zimbabwe is in the throes of a serious economic
crisis characterized by slow growth, company
closures, low foreign investment and a biting
liquidity crunch that has caused cash shortages
since March.
An El-Nino induced drought has also left up to 4
million people in need of food aid, putting more
pressure for funds on the government that is
already struggling to pay its workers.
Visiting Chinese Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs
Zhang Ming told journalists after a closed door
meeting with President Robert Mugabe in Harare
that China remained steadfast in helping
Zimbabwe to achieve an economic turnaround for
socio-economic development.
"China is condent in the capability of the
government and people of Zimbabwe in
overcoming current difculties and restoring
healthy development of the economy.
"We will continue to work hand in glove with
brothers and sisters of Zimbabwe to ensure the
economic and social development of
Zimbabwe,"Zhangsaid.
He said following the drought, China had donated
22 tonnes of rice to Zimbabwe worth 160 million
yuan to help alleviate hunger in the country.
Ofcials from both countries were now having
close coordination to have the rice shipped to
Zimbabwe to assist those in need as quickly as
possible, he said.
Zhangsaid the meeting touched on progress being
made in implementation of various cooperation
agreements agreed by Mugabe and Chinese

Visiting Chinese Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr. Zhang Ming speaks to journalists
after a closed door meeting with President Robert Mugabe in Harare.
President XiJinpingin 2015, which include
construction of a new parliament building in
Zimbabwe by China as a donation.
The Chinese vice minister said China had
already completed the design of the new
parliament building and submitted three design
plans to Zimbabwe for consideration.
"We are waiting for the conrmation from
Zimbabwe side for the early launch of this
project," he said.
Among other cooperation projects, China is
funding a power expansion project to add 300
megawatts, Harare water treatment system

upgrade and recently completed the upgrading
and expansion of Victoria Falls at a cost of 150
millionU.S. dollars. The new airport which is
already in use is set for commissioning this
year.
China, he added, was committed to deepening
and fur ther developing the friendly and
cooperation relations with Zimbabwe.
“The two countries are condent that with the
solidarity and cooperation of our two countries,
we have every capability to overcome all
difculties and sustain our economic and
social development in the future."

Chinese company to construct wind
farm in Djibouti

D

jibouti Energy Minister Yacin Houssein Bouh has met with a
Chinese delegation to discuss bilateral cooperation in the area
of renewable energies, especially construction of a wind farm in
the country.

The minister reminded his guests
that the project which is dear to
Djibouti's president, is in line with
the government's policy road
map of achieving energy
independence based on
renewable energies.
He said his country hopes to
become the rst African country
to use 100 percent green energy
by the year 2020.
The head of the Chinese
delegation from China Civil
Engineering Constr uction
Corporation, Damien Geng,

expressed the company's desire
to suppor t Djibouti's energy
development process.
The two parties further agreed to
establish a calendar for execution
of the wind power project that is
expected to take six months.
The Chinese group which is
presently in Djibouti working on
the railway line project linking
Djibouti to Ethiopia, and two
other airpor ts, is currently
constructing a wind farm in
Ethiopia.

News Extra
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AfDB unveils new strategy to hasten
agricultural transformation in Africa

Mr. Gabriel Negatu, the regional director of AfDB

T

he African Development Bank (AfDB) have
unveiled a ten-year strategy that seeks to
accelerate agricultural transformation in
Africa in a bid to achieve food security, economic
growth and job creation.
Gabriel Negatu, the regional director of AfDB, said
its implementation will be a game changer in
efforts to eradicate hunger, malnutrition and
poverty in Africa.
Negatu said the Feed Africa: Strategy for
agricultural transformation in Africa 2016-2025
sets a clear road map to achieve food security
while boosting rural incomes in the world's
second largest continent.
"Transforming Africa's agriculture sector is key to
achieve economic growth, food security and
better incomes for rural communities," he said,
adding that women and youth will reap immensely
from the next phase of agrarian revolution in Africa
Implementation of the ten-year strategy to hasten
agricultural transformation in Africa will cost an
estimated 400 billion U.S. dollars the bulk of
which will be mobilized from governments,
private sector and multilateral donors.
Negatu said the AfDB board has already endorsed
the strategy while sensitization on its contents to
national governments has gathered steam.
"There is a strategic value of investing in Africa's
agriculture since it not only contributes
immensely to the continent's economies but has
capacity to convert it into an industrial hub," said
Negatu.
The AfDB's ten-year strategy for agricultural
transfor mation roots for private sector
investments, technology adoption, irrigation and
streamlining of key value chains to re-invent a
sector that is the bedrock of Africa's economies.
Statistics from AFDB indicate that 60 percent of
Africa's population relies on agriculture for their
livelihood.
Negatu said the new ten-year strategy for
agricultural transformation in Africa borrows
heavily from earlier declarations adopted by the
continent's leaders to modernize the sector and

make it competitive.
He added implementation of the strategy will offer
lasting solution to challenges blighting agriculture
sector in Africa including climate change,
dysfunctional value chains, limited access to
nance and technology.
"The strategy looks beyond agricultural
productivity to focus on creation of well
functioning markets for produce. It also looks at
ways to minimize post harvest losses," Negatu
said.
AfDB will support member states implement
domestic programs that hasten agricultural
transformation in line with its new ten year
strategy.
Josephine Mwangi, the manager of agriculture
and agro-industry department at AfDB Regional
Ofce, said the strategy roots for country led
initiatives to re-invent production of key staples
like maize, cassava, millet, sorghum and
soybean.

CHINESE FIRM
LAUNCHES
AGRICULTURE
TRAINING
IN NIGERIA
A Chinese multinational group of companies CGC
kicked off capacity building organized for Nigerian
agricultural technicians, an effor t aimed at
promoting integrated agricultural technology in
the West African country.
The ve-day training program, sponsored by the
Chinese Embassy in Nigeria, was, according to
organizers, put together in line with the principal
focus of the China-Africa agricultural

modernization plan - one of China's 10 major
cooperation plans with Africa.
At least 40 technical personnel of the Nigerian
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
took part in the training which was designed to
cover many agriculture aspects such as the rice
and vegetables cultivation, soil and fertilizer
management, seed production, agro-machinery
and plant protection.
Earlier, while declaring the training open in Abuja,
the Nigerian capital city, Permanent Secretary of
t h e M i n i s t r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e a n d Ru r a l
Development, Shehu Ahmed said the Chinaassisted training was introduced this year as a
follow up of President Muhammadu Buhari's state
visit to China in April where bilateral cooperation
between the two countries was intensied,
particularly in areas of trade and agriculture.
Zhao Linxiang, the Chinese Economic and
Commercial Counselor in Nigeria, said Africa's
most populous country has abundant agricultural
resources, adding that agriculture plays an
important role in growing the national economy.
He said that the agricultural development in China
and Nigeria was highly complementary, with great
potential for cooperation.
"This is this rst time that the China-aid
agricultural training courses has been held in
Nigeria, which is groundbreaking," Zhao said,
noting it was important to strengthen personnel
training to enhance agricultural cooperation
between the two countries.
Managing Director of CGC in Nigeria Ye Shuijin
told Xinhua the rm and its sister company, Green
Agriculture West Africa Limited, which organized
the training will ensure participants acquire
adequate knowledge both theoretically and
practically.
"In CGC we will do our best. Every year, we will
invest to continue this training for Nigerian
farmers and agricultural technicians," Ye said.
Agriculture, being a key part of the Nigerian
economy, provides employment for about 30
percent of the population and contributed more
than 23 percent to the country's GDP in 2015.
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Red Cross to bolster cooperation
with China in Africa
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is keen to further strengthen its relation with China for partnership on humanitarian operation in
Africa, said an ICRC ofcial.

Staff members of the ICRC load relief material on a vehicle in Beijing, capital of China

J

acques Pellet, Special Envoy of the
ICRC President on China Affairs, said
in an interview in Ethiopia's capital
Addis Ababa that ICRC wants to engage
China more on its activities related to
humanitarian assistance in Africa, where
ICRC spends one-third of its budget.
The Special Envoy said his visit to Ethiopia
aimed to learn the humanitarian activities in
Africa through African Union(AU), and also
to discuss ways of strengthening
cooperation with China on ICRC
humanitarian operation on the continent.
"We have already a good relation (with
China), but we want to strengthen this
relation because China today is a global
player; it is very inuential in all part of the
world, including here in Africa," he said.
“My mission is to build this relation, to
engage China more on our activities linked
to humanitarian assistance, and in that
context, it is very important to come to
Africa," said Pellet.

CHINA ASSURES SIERRA LEONE
OF THE NEW AIRPORT PROJECT

T

he Economic Counselor of the Chinese
Embassy in Sierra Leone Shen Xiaokai has
assured the people of Sierra Leone about
China's commitment in the Mamamah airport
project.
He said in a press interview at the Chinese
Embassy in Freetown recently that the project is
among several development projects in Ghana
which will benet from the 60 billion USD
funding suppor t for Africa announced by
Chinese President Xi Jinping during the last
FOCAC summit held in South Africa.
He said with the 200 million dollars to implement
the rst phase of the Mamamah project, the new
airpor t, when completed, "would be fully
functional in line with international standards."
Following the rst phase it will be left with Sierra
Leone to apply for further funding support from
China for the second phase of the project so as
to make the airport fully functional.
He advised the government of Sierra Leone to

grasp the funding opportunity for the new airport
to kick off as soon as possible.
After the airport project, the government of
China would embark on the Rokel River water
supply project, another agship project of the
Sierra Leonean government.
Shen said the project would be embarked upon
as soon as the Mamamah airport project ends
and hoped the project will "denitely and
signicantly help to solve the water crisis in the
capital city".
He went further to state that the Chinese
government is also embarking on two other
projects , the West African Tropical Disease
Research and Prevention Center which he
described as "the most signicant project for the
post-Ebola recovery plan; and the 3.2-km
Freetown link from the Limkokwing University to
Regent, which will facilitate easy movement of
people between the capital and Regent village.

News

7

ChinAfrica Newsletter/July 2016

Togo Takes Lead in China-Africa
Production Capacity Cooperation

“China-Africa Production Capacity Cooperation -Togo Promotion Fair”, co-hosted by the CCPIT
and Togo's embassy to China and organized by
CCOIC, was held in Beijing, where CCPIT VicePresident Yin Zonghua and President Faure
Gnassingbe of Togo delivered keynote speeches,
and over 100 Chinese businessmen from the
areas of infrastructure, agriculture, energy,
communication and transportation were present
and interacted with the business community of
Togo on production capacity cooperation.

accelerating agricultural modernization, which
has attracted attention of Chinese investors. A
number of renowned Chinese businesses such as
CACC, Huawei, ZTE and WIETC have already
started investment there. Chinese businesses
have strong wish to participate in infrastructure
construction and industrialization process in
Togo. Yin expressed the hope that Chinese
businesses investing in Togo carry out more
localized operation and make their due
contribution to Togo's economic and social
development.

In his remarks, CCPIT Vice-President Yin Zonghua
said that China and Africa have always been a
community of common destiny sharing weal and
woe and a community of common interest
featuring win-win cooperation. After the inception
of FOCAC in 2000, China-Africa economic and
trade relations have seen in-depth growth, already
forming a layout of multi-layered, wide-ranging
and comprehensive cooperation. The FOCAC
Johannesburg Summit held at the end of 2015
star ted an era of win-win cooperation and
common development between China and Africa.

In his remarks, President Faure Gnassingbe of
Togospoke highly of China's assistance to Africa's
economic development, saying that China and
Africa made a series of major decisions at the
FOCAC Johannesburg Summit, helping Africa to
address three bottleneck constraint against its
development -- lack of infrastructure, difculty in
nancing and shortage of well-educated and
competent human resources. China adopted the
ten cooperation plans, which President
Faurehighly appreciates.

Yin said that China and Togo are highly
complementary economically, and enjoy broad
prospects of cooperation. Togo is the gateway of
West Africa, having geographic advantage and
great potential in the development of industries of
transit trade, cotton and phosphate. Togo is
implementing the strategy of “Development
Channel”, aimed at developing the economy and

Fauresaid that after constant construction and
development, Togo has become one of the most
stable countries in West Africa, and has
conducted structural reforms in many economic
elds. The country has maintained an average
annual economic growth of over 5% for four
consecutive years, attracting a large amount of
investment in infrastructure construction from

Chinese businesses. He said that Togo still has
strong need for investment in infrastructure,
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , e n e r g y, w a t e r a n d
telecommunication, for which he welcomes
continuous investment by Chinese businesses.
The President promises that the government of
Togo will do its best to ensure the safety of
property and convenience of operation of Chinese
businesses investing in Togo.
Vice-President Gu Xun of Star Times, as the
representative of Chinese investors who has years
of experience of investing in Africa, also shared
his story of investing in Africa at the fair. He said
that Star Times entered the African market in
2002, and has developed fruitful cooperation with
African governments to jointly promote
digitalization of broadcasting and TV services in
Africa. It has now conducted TV operation in 16
African countries, providing services to 8 million
customers. The company came to Togo three
years ago, hoping to promote Togo's digital
process to cover the entire population and region
with digital TV services through cooperation. At
the same time, he said that the company also
widely applied PPP model in the process, hoping
to use the new way of cooperation to promote
Africa's broadcasting and TV development.
Af ter wards, over 100 Chinese business
representatives present had communication and
discussions with the business delegation from
Togo.

Perspective
What China brings Africa are not
empty promises, but tangible results
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Photo taken on Oct. 19, 2014 shows a section of a ring
road project in Lome, capital of Togo. Constructed by China
Road and Bridge Corporation (CRBC), the project was
completed in October 2015.

Perspective
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China take the lead in efforts to
modernize Africa's infrastructure

Photo taken on Mar. 5, 2014 shows the ongoing construction of
Nairobi Southern Bypass project by China Road and Bridge Corporation
(CRBC) in Nairobi, capital of Kenya.

C

hina has eclipsed multilateral
agencies and Western donors to
emerge as the leading nancier of
large scale infrastructure projects in Africa, a
repor t launched by a British nancial
advisory rm, Deloitte Limited has revealed.
The 2015 Africa Construction Trends Report
states that China has provided bulk of
nance to help implement mega
infrastructure projects like roads, seaports,
railways and power transmission lines in the
world's second largest continent.
Speaking during the launch of the 2015
Africa construction trends report in Nairobi,
Mark Smith, a partner, Capital projects at
Deloitte Consulting Limited noted that Beijing
will remain an inuential player in efforts to
modernize Africa's infrastructure.
"China remains the dominant source of
nance for infrastructure projects in Africa.
The country is nancing and building
massive projects like roads, railways and
ports," said Smith.
The 2015 Africa construction trends report
says that infrastructure projects valued at

375 billion U.S. dollars were at different
stages of implementation across the African
continent.
According to the report, a total of 301 mega
infrastructure projects in diverse sectors like
transport, energy, mining, real estate, water
supply and telecommunications were being
implemented in the continent.
Smith said that China has over taken
governments, domestic private sector and
western donors to emerge as the leading
source of nance for development of new
infrastructure projects in Africa.
Chinese expanding footprint in Africa's
infrastructural modernization will not shrink
despite an economic slump experienced in
the Asian giant and across much of the
developed world.
Smith noted that African countries will
continue to rely on China for capital and
technology to help implement large scale
infrastructure projects.
"The number of infrastructure projects being
implemented across Africa has gone up
despite liquidity crunch and disruptions in

the commodity markets thanks to China's
strong presence," Smith remarked.
He revealed that in East Africa, China has
provided 8 percent of funding for
infrastructure projects like transpor t
corridors and power supply.
Chinese funded infrastructure projects will
hasten growth of Africa's economies,
promote intra Africa trade and unleash jobs
for the youth.
Gabriel Ouko, the Director, Infrastructure and
Capital Projects, Deloitte Consulting Limited
noted that mega infrastructure projects
nanced by China have modernized Africa's
economies while attracting foreign direct
investments in the continent.
"A modern and reliable infrastructure is key
to catalyze economic growth in Africa.
Chinese investments have modernized our
roads and made it possible to have reliable
and cheaper power supply," Ouko said.
He stressed that political stability, policy and
regulatory reforms were key to attract
foreign direct investments in Africa's
infrastructure.
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Zambia Final of the 9th "Chinese
Bridge" Chinese Language Prociency
Competition for Secondary School
Students Held Successfully

O

n 24th June 2016, the Zambia Final of
the 9th "Chinese Bridge" Chinese
Language Prociency Competition
for Secondary School Students was held at
the Confucius Institute of the University of
Zambia. Mr. Chen Shijie, Chargé d' Affaires

of the Chinese Embassy in Zambia, Mrs.
Christine Kanyengo, Director of the Library
of the University of Zambia, ofcials from the
Ministry of General Education of Zambia,
representatives from the Chinese
companies and Chinese Community in

Zambia, over 100 people in total, were
present at the event. Twelve outstanding
secondary school student contestants from
all the ten provinces across Zambia took part
in the Competition.

Mr. Chen Shijie, Chargé d' Affaires of the
Chinese Embassy in Zambia

Mrs. Christine, as the representative
from the University of Zambia

Mr. Chen extended his congratulations to all contestants for their
excellent performance in his speech, and expressed his gratitude to
institutions and individuals for their support to the Competition. Mr.
Chen said that learning Chinese language can not only experience the
rapid development and changes in China, but also make
contributions to promoting the cultural exchanges between China
and Zambia. At present, the two countries are synergizing the
development strategies and specic cooperation projects within the
framework of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC)
Johannesburg Summit, and the prospect for Chinese language
learning will be broader and brighter. Mr. Chen hoped that Zambian
students and teachers can make consistent efforts to achieve greater
progress in learning and teaching Chinese and propagating Chinese
culture.

Mrs. Christine, as the representative from the University of Zambia,
extended her sincere gratitude to the Chinese side for its support and
assistance in promoting the development of the University of
Zambia. She said that the Confucius Institute of the University of
Zambia has become an important platform of teaching Chinese
language in Zambia and enhancing mutual understanding and
friendship between the two peoples of Zambia and China. She
believed that the Confucius Institute will make continuous
contribution to the cultural exchanges between Zambia and China.
The Competition, themed "Learn Chinese, Double Your World",
consists of three parts, namely keynote speech, impromptu
questions & answers and talent show. All contestants expressed
their understanding and love for Chinese language and culture
through excellent performance, winning rounds of loud applause
from the audience. At last, Paul Kapasa from the Mansa Secondary
School and Mulenga Judith from the Kasama Secondary School won
the Special Prize and First Prize respectively, and will represent
Zambia at the nal competition to be held in China this October.
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Nigeria seeks China collaboration
in maritime trade

Mr. Dakuku Peterside, Director-General of the Nigerian Maritime Administration
and Safety Agency (NIMASA)

T

he Nigerian government has appealed for its
Chinese counterpart's collaboration in the
maritime sector for economic growth.
According to a statement, Dakuku Peterside,
Director-General of the Nigerian Maritime
Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA) has
made the call in Lagos when he received the
Acting Chinese Consul-General, Li Yong, who
paid a courtesy visit to the agency.
According to him, the Nigerian maritime sector
holds the key to unlocking the opportunities of the
sector in the whole of Africa because of the

country's strategic location, population and
volume of trade.
The director-general said the Agency was willing
to par tner with the Chinese Maritime
Administration in the areas of ship breaking and
recycling, on-board training as well as technical
support.
Peterside said cooperation among the Global
South countries was the way to drive emerging
economies to the height of development.
He commended the Chinese Government for its
willingness to strengthen the Nigerian-China

relationship as evident in the major
developmental projects across the country.
In his response, Li said he was happy with the
China-Nigerian relationship, adding that the
Chinese Central Government was willing to
partner with Nigeria in the areas of technological
advancement and information sharing.
The envoy also expressed the Chinese
government's determination to support Nigeria in
the ght against piracy and other criminal
activities at sea.

China pledges support for Ghana's
agriculture development

T

he Chinese government has reiterated its
support for Ghana in developing its Savannah
zone through agriculture, infrastructure and
technology development.
Opening the China-Ghana Economic Cooperation
Forum. Chinese Ambassador to Ghana Sun Baohong
said food was critical in the development of every
country.
"Food is the rst necessity of the people. Agriculture is
the source of people's food and clothing for survival
and the foundation of national industrialization and
economic development," she stressed.
In China, she said government always attached great
impor tance to agricultural development and
established the four tasks of industrialization,
informatization, urbanization and agricultural
modernization to build a moderately prosperous
society in an all-round way.
"While the four tasks are complementary and form an
organic whole, yet without agricultural modernization

to fulll industrialization, informatization and
urbanization would be like water without a source and
a tree without roots," the ambassador noted.
Sun described the Savannah Accelerated
Development Authority zone as full of great potentials
that needed to be har nessed for Ghana's
development.
"SADA Zone abounds in natural resources, including
up to 8 million hectares of land suitable for
commercial agriculture, rich mineral resources such
as gold, bauxite and manganese as well as
inexhaustible renewable energies of solar, wind and
hydro power.
"The Chinese side will, under the spirit of the forum
initiatives, uphold the guideline on China's relations
with Africa featuring sincerity, real results, afnity and
good faith, encourage and suppor t Chinese
companies to explore cooperation in SADA Zone, and
fur ther lift China-Ghana economic and trade
cooperation to a new high," she promised.

The Savannah Accelerated Development Authority
(SADA) was established to bridge the developmental
gap between southern Ghana and the Savannah belt
comprising the Northern, Upper-East, Upper-West,
Volta and Brong-Ahafo Regions.
The forum was therefore organized with the aim of
promoting the joint development of SADA zone by
China and Ghana to step into substantial stage, and
facilitate the China-Ghana trade and economic
cooperation to achieve more fruitful results.
Chinese rms operating in the various sectors of
Ghana mounted desks to answer questions from
potential partners.
Deputy Minister for Trade and Industry, Ibrahim
Murtala Muhammad, lauded China's assistance to
Ghana over the years.
“It is important to acknowledge that China has
provided enormous technical and economic
assistance within its capacity and made frantic efforts
to promote the development of cooperation between
the two countries. Infrastructural evidences are rife on
the assistances the Chinese government has
provided Ghana."
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China, Egypt pledge further
cooperation to mark 60 years of ties

Chinese President Xi Jinping and his Egyptian counterpart, Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi

C

hinese and Egyptian ofcials pledged to further
bilateral ties as the two countries celebrated the
60th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations.
A ceremony which was held at the Chinese Embassy in
Cairo, started with playing the national anthems of
Egypt and China, and then representatives of both
countries read the congratulatory messages from
Chinese President Xi Jinping and his Egyptian
counterpart, Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi, on the occasion.
"The China-Egypt relations have become a model for
cooperation between developing countries," Chinese
Ambassador Song Aiguo told the attendees, adding that
"China and Egypt have always sympathized, trusted and
supported each other as good friends, partners and
brothers."
"The past 60 years have witnessed the fact that the two
countries stand and strive together in the cause of
development," Song said, noting that bilateral economic
cooperation and people-to-people exchanges have
greatly developed over the past few years due to the
efforts and support of the leaders of both countries.
For her part, Egyptian Investment Minister Dalia

Khorshid said the event was "very important" as it
represents the constant efforts made by the two nations
over the past years.
"We're happy to celebrate this together and we're
looking forward to strengthening all the upcoming
investments between the two countries across all elds
and sectors," the minister told Xinhua.
Egyptian Culture Minister Helmi al-Nimnim said that he
is "optimistic" about the future of the Egypt-China ties
and believe they will constantly head toward a direction
that benets both nations.
Egypt was the rst Arab state to have established
diplomatic ties with the People's Republic of China in
1956.
In the past six decades, China and Egypt have always
been promoting their friendship and bilateral
cooperation.
During President Sisi's visit to China in December 2014,
the two sides agreed to upgrade their relations to "a
comprehensive strategic partnership."
China has become Egypt's largest trading partner, with
bilateral trade reaching 12.9 billion U.S. dollars in 2015.
Chinese investment in Egypt hit more than 6 billion

dollars and the number of Chinese enterprises in Egypt
exceeded 80 in 2015.
"Chinese President Xi is one of the leaders who are
highly appreciated in Egypt and all Arab states, and
we're currently trying to hold more activities to promote
the relations of all Arab countries with China," Youssef
Wali, chairman of the Egyptian-Chinese Friendship
Association, told Xinhua at the ceremony.
"China is considered one of the promising countries for
the Arab region and the Middle East in general," said
Wali, who is former Egyptian agriculture minister.
The ceremony included Chinese traditional dances,
acrobatic performance, music and a performance of an
Egyptian traditional song played only with Chinese
traditional music instruments.
It also included a display of the development of ties
between the two countries from 1956 to 2016.
More than 600 people including Egyptian presidential
spokesman Alaa Youssef and Egyptian ministers of
culture, investment and transpor t attended the
ceremony.

….Backs peaceful solution
to South China Sea issue

T

he South China Sea issue should be solved
peacefully without actions that would escalate
tensions, Ahmed Abu Zaid, spokesperson of
Egypt's Foreign Ministry said.
Egypt supports the stance of a number of Arab
nations concerning China's position on the South
China Sea issue.
At the seventh Ministerial Meeting of the China-Arab
Cooperation Forum held in Doha, a number of Middle
Eastern nations announced in the Doha Declaration
that they support a peaceful settlement of territorial

and maritime disputes between China and other AsiaPacic countries through consultation.
"We always call for peaceful dialogue to solve
disputes," he stressed.
"Any tension in the region of South China Sea worries
Egypt as well as the international community," he
said.
Countries bordering this area should maintain
peaceful and positive relationships, Abu Zaid said,
wishing that the dispute would soon be solved.
The Philippines led unilaterally in 2013 an arbitration

case against China over the issue in the Permanent
Cour t of Arbitration (PCA) in The Hague, the
Netherlands, violating an agreement it reached with
China in the mid-1990s on settling their disputes
through negotiation.
China has excluded maritime delimitation from
compulsory arbitration in a declaration it made in
2006 in accordance with Article 298 of the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and has
made it clear it will not accept or get involved in those
proceedings.

News Extra
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AU commends China for its support
to Africa's ICT capacity building

A trainee works at the China-Kenya Solid State Lighting Technology Transfer Center in an industrial
park in Machakos county, Kenya.

China helps diversify sources
of investment in Africa
The emergence of China as an economic giant has
boosted Africa's economies by enabling the continent
to diversify its sources of investments.
"China's investment is expanding Africa's horizon and
this is good for Africa as its total stock of investments
are increasing," Kenya's Institute of Economic Affairs
(IEA) CEO Kwame Owino said during the China-Africa
round table, a trade forum.
The day-long event brought together participants to
review the role of China in Africa's economies.
Owino said that there is a positive relationship

between China's capital inows into Africa and the
growth of incomes in the continent.
He noted that Africa has an investment decit which is
complicating the region's ability to create jobs.
China accession into the World Trade Organization in
2001 is widely seen as the beginning of its integration
to the global economy.
IEA said that one of the biggest beneciaries of
China's economic expansion has been the African
continent.
"In fact, the increasing trade and investment between

China and Africa has made China to become one of
the continent's biggest trading partners," Owino said.
Kenya government data indicates that Sino-Kenya
trade has grown by an average of 27 percent annually
between 2011 and 2015.
Chinese exports to Kenya constitute about 35 percent
of Kenya's total imports.
Owino said that previously most of the machinery and
equipment imports in Kenya was from the UK, but the
African nation now sources them from China.
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Zimbabwe's Mugabe supports China's
stance on South China Sea issue

President Robert Mugabe

Z

imbabwe's President Robert Mugabe has
told visiting Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister
Zhang Ming that Zimbabwe backed China on
the South China Sea issue.
"President Mugabe has made it clear that he
supports the position of the Chinese side on the
South China Sea," Zhang told reporters after the
meeting.
He said Zimbabwe is also rmly supporting China
in settling the dispute through bilateral talks and
peaceful negotiations.
Since 2013, the Philippines has been headstrong
in bringing its maritime dispute with China to an

international tribunal. It led a compulsory
arbitration against China at the Permanent Court
of Arbitration in The Hague with respect to the two
sides' dispute.
China maintains that the tribunal handling of the
arbitration proceedings has no jurisdiction over
the case, which is in essence about territorial
sovereignty and maritime delimitation.
Territorial issues are beyond the scope of the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), and
China has excluded maritime delimitation from
compulsory arbitration in a declaration it made in
2006 in accordance with Article 298 of UNCLOS.

China, therefore, has made it clear it will not
accept or get involved in those proceedings.
"The so-called South China Sea issue is an issue
between China and littoral countries of the South
C h i n a S e a , " C h i n e s e Fo r e i g n M i n i s t r y
spokesperson Lu Kang said earlier this month,
adding that China has opposed the
internationalization of the South China Sea issue
from the very beginning.
According to China's foreign ministry, by midJune this year, some 60 countries have
announced their approval of China's stance.

Republic of Congo president's China visit to deepen
bilateral ties

R

epublic of Congo President Denis Sassou
Nguesso will make a State Visit to China
between July 4 to 8, 2016, Chinese
ambassador to Congo Xia Huang said in
Brazzaville.
The visit will be an opportunity "for high level
exchanges between the top leadership of both
countries," the Chinese diplomat said.
During the visit, the leaders of both countries are
expected to discuss issues of international
concern as well as African matters and issues
concerning the Central African sub-region.
Speaking of pockets of tension in Central Africa,
the Chinese ambassador said leaders of the two
countries will try to come up with ways "to
mobilize the international community to

guarantee proper management of persistent
crises in the region."
However, the visit will particularly focus on
cooperation between the two countries, not only
in terms of their strategic partnership, but also
under the South-South cooperation framework as
well as Sino-Africa cooperation.
China is one of Republic of Congo's key partners,
with a volume of trade that reached 5.87 billion
dollars between January and November 2013,
against 290 million dollars in 2002.
The for thcoming visit to China by Sassou
Nguesso comes after a similar visit in 2014.
During the visit, the two countries signed various
agreements in different sectors such as
economy, trade and social domains.
Since then, new projects especially in

infrastructure construction such as the Pointe
Noire Mineral Port and a railway line linking Pointe
Noire to Brazzaville have been launched.
China, in the opinion of its leaders, wants to make
this friendly country since 1964, "a pilot country"
in its economic partnership in Central Africa.
Commenting on the two visits to China by the
Congolese president in less than three years, Xia
said "this was an exceptional case," adding that "it
showed the quality of relations and deep trust
between the two presidents."
"China remains close to Africa because it is the
continent with the highest number of developing
countries. It will continue to support efforts to
restore peace and stability on the continent," the
ambassador added.

Photo Speaks
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Photos of the Seminar on the 95th anniversary of the
founding of Chinese Communist Party held in Abuja

R-L: Director, Centre for China Studies, Charles Onunaiju, Director China Cultural Centre,
Mr. Yan Xiangdon, Barr. Ebere of Nigeria Women in Politics, Chairman of the occasion
senator Shehu Sani and Chief Atoluma of Abia State Government at the Seminar.

Chairman of the occasion senator Shehu Sani and
Barr. Ebere of Nigeria Women in Politics

Cross section youth corps members
at the seminar

Mr Labaran Maku, former minister of information,
making his remarks at the 95th anniversary
seminar of the founding of the Communist Party
of China, in Abuja.

Mr Jian Qin, Charge d' affaires of the Chinese
embassy in Nigeria, delivering his speech at
the occasion.
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Without the CPC there will be no New China today

By Jian Qin

Mao-Zedong, attended the founding congress of the CPC,
on July 1st, 1921 in Shanghai, China.
It gives me great pleasure and honor to welcome you
all to the 95th Anniversary celebration of the
Founding of the Communist Party of China. The
Chinese people of all ethnic groups in parts of the
world are holding various activities to celebrate this
signicant day.
Here in Nigeria is no exception as China and Nigeria
are strategic partners, and the biggest developing
countries in the world and Africa respectively, with
highly complimentary economies and huge potential
of pragmatic cooperation. Both Countries share
great landmark history in the development of
political parties in their respective frames.
Since the establishment of CPC in 1921, it has
grown from a small party with fty members into a
large ruling party which has a 67-year experience of
governance and eighty million party members. The
development history of the CPC can be divided into
three stages of revolution, construction and reform.
The Revolution stage was from 1921 to 1949. The
CPC led the Chinese people into victories over the
War of Resistance against Japan and resistance
against imperialists. The CPC accomplished the
historic mission of realizing national independence.
The Construction stage started from 1949 to 1978.
After the establishment of the PRC, the CPC headed
the Chinese people of all ethnic groups, in the face of
imperialist ideology to confront and conquer the
difculties towards achieving an independent,
comparative, integrated industrial system which laid
initial foundation of materials for later reform and
opening-up along with socialist construction.
From 1979 till Date is the Continuous reform stage.
The CPC made economic development as the
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central task of the CPC, and adopted reform and
opening up. The CPC established marketing
economic system of socialism step by step, and
successfully found a path of socialism with Chinese
characteristics.
Under the leadership of the CPC, China's economic
and social development has made brilliant
achievements, political progress, social prosperity,
people's life happiness. The gross national product
of more than 10 trillion US Dollars, China has
become the world's second largest economy,
basically solved the food problem of China's 1.3
billion people, the ethnic unity at present, the CPC is
leading the People of all ethnic groups in China to
realize the great rejuvenation of Chinese dream and
struggle.
Ladies and Gentlemen, friends!
This year marks the 45th Anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic ties between China and
Nigeria, in the past, through the joint efforts between
our two sides, the political mutual trust between our
two countries has been enhanced, economic ties
forged closer and mutual understanding between
two people deepened further. Last year when
president Xi met with the Nigerian President Buhari in
New York and Johannesburg respectively.Nigerian
President Buhari visited to China this April, the two
leaders exchanged views on the bilateral
cooperation in areas of political, economics and
culture, people-people exchange, reached wideranging consensus and channel the direction of
future development of China-Nigeria strategic
partnership. Nigeria is African Most populous
country and largest economy, China is the world's

most populous country and second largest
economy; the two countries are both major
countries with vital impor tant inuence in
international and regional affairs, the two sides have
broad common interests.
China views Nigeria as one of its most important
par tners of strategic cooperation. To deepen
bilateral friendly relations and cooperation between
the two countries serves the fundamental interests
of the two countries. In 2015, despite price slump of
commodities in international, China-Nigeria trade
Volume reached 14.9 Billions US Dollars accounting
for one fourteenth of total trade between China and
Africa. China stock investment in Nigeria exceeded
13 billion US Dollars, accounting for one tenth of
China's total investment in Africa.China -Nigeria
cooperation has tangibly beneted the two countries
and peoples.
Nigeria has rich energy, resources and ample
workforce. It is making efforts to speed up the
process of industrialization and economic
diversication which need timely foreign
investment. China has sufcient funding and mature
technologies, a large number of strength industries
and surplus production capacity have a need for
oversees development. This is a relative
development. Moreover, China has the rm political
willingness and commitment to seek development
through cooperation with Nigeria. In this connection,
the two countries have strong complementarities,
huge potentials and broad prospects.
The Chinese side is pleased to see that since
president Buhari took ofce, the government of your
great country has been committed to economic
development and improvement of people's life. At
present China is working closely with Nigeria and
preferentially supporting Nigeria breaking three
bottlenecks that hamper Nigeria's industrialization
and agricultural modernization including lagging
infrastructure, shortage of professionals and lack of
nance, so as to make early and more harvest in
implementation of the outcomes of Summit of
For um on the China-Africa Cooperation in
Johannesburg and state visit by President Buhari to
China.
I hope that through this celebration, you can learn
more about the development of China and the CPC.
Without the CPC there will be no New China today
Without the CPC there would be no reform and
opening up of China
Without the CPC there would be no better future for
China and China can not make such a great
Contribution to Africa as well as the world.
Finally, I believed the various Nigerian political
parties, politicians and the Diplomatic Communities
here present will learn a lot form the various seminar
presentations that will be coming shortly.
I thank you.
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