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China and Nigeria -- the world’s largest
developing country and Africa’s most
populous nation have seen another boom year

in their ties, with more fruits of win-win cooperation
expected in 2016.

China is Africa’s largest trading partner with
trade volume hitting 220 billion U.S. dollars in 2014.
Nigeria remains China’s third largest trading partner
in Africa.

But both countries have been aff ected by the
sluggish world economy, with trade volume between
them in the fi rst 10 months last year standing at 12.33
billion dollars, 17.32 percent less than that of 2014.

Nigeria is China’s third largest investment
destination in Africa. In the fi rst half of 2015, Chinese
investment in Nigeria reached 36.62 million dollars.

Engineering contracts in Nigeria worth 4.36
billion dollars were signed between the two, while
projects worth 1.58 billion dollars were completed.

Th e year 2016 marks the 45th anniversary of 
Nigerian-Chinese diplomatic relations and all
indications point to a strong diplomatic and ever-
growing economic partnership.

Bilateral trade has exponentially increased since
the two countries established strategic relations 10
years ago.

Th e majority of Chinese companies in Nigeria are
engineering companies. Much of Nigeria’s population
has benefi ted from infrastructure improvements
created by the Chinese companies.

Major projects that are being built by Chinese and
expected to dramatically improve Nigeria’s transport
system include the Abuja Light Rail, Abuja-Kaduna
Railway, and Lagos Rail Mass Transit System.

No doubt that China remains a strategic and

Nigeria-China gear up for more 
fruitful results in bilateral ties

 Chinese President Xi Jinping (R) meets with Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari in Johannesburg, 

South Africa on the sidelines of a China-Africa summit, Dec. 4, 2015.See Page 2

Chinese President Xi Jinping announced last 
month that his country will roll out 10 major 
plans to boost cooperation with Africa in the 

coming three years.
Proposing to lift  the China-Africa relationship to 

a comprehensive strategic cooperative partnership 
in a keynote speech at the opening ceremony of 
the second summit of the Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation (FOCAC), Xi said the programs are 
aimed at carrying out the upgrade.

Th e big package covers the areas of 
industrialization, agricultural modernization, 
infrastructure, fi nancial services, green 
development, trade and investment facilitation, 
poverty reduction and public welfare, public 
health, people-to-people exchanges, and peace and 
security.

To ensure smooth implementation of the 
initiatives, Xi announced, China will off er 60 billion 
US dollars of funding support, including 5 billion 
dollars of free aid and interest-free loans, 35 billion 

dollars of preferential loans and export credit on
more favorable terms, 5 billion dollars of additional
capital for the China-Africa Development Fund
and the Special Loan for the Development of 
African SMEs each, and a China-Africa production
capacity cooperation fund with the initial capital of 
10 billion dollars.

“China-Africa relations have today reached a
stage of growth unmatched in history,” Xi said. “Let’s
join hands ... and open a new era of China-Africa
win-win cooperation and common development.”

Th e programs, stressed the president, will
focus on helping African countries break the
three development bottlenecks of backward
infrastructure, talent shortage and inadequate
fund, accelerate industrialization and agricultural
modernization, and realize independent and
sustainable development.

As regards the lack of skilled personnel, Xi said
China will establish a number of regional vocational
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China announced 10 major programs 
to boost cooperation with Africa

Xi proposed that China and Africa lift  their
relationship to a comprehensive strategic
cooperative partnership and join hands to

open a new era of win-win cooperation and common
development.

Xi stressed that China will adhere to the principles
of sincerity, real results, affi  nity and good faith and
strike a right balance between upholding principles
and pursuing benefi ts in its Africa policy.

Th e president suggested that the world’s largest
developing country and the continent that is home
to the largest number of developing countries further
promote their relations on fi ve pillars.

In politics, the two sides should stick to equality 
and mutual trust, said Xi, stressing that China always
maintains that Africa is the African people’s Africa
and African aff airs should be decided by the African
people.

In the economic realm, they need to pursue win-
win cooperation, he added, suggesting that the two

China-Africa ties to be 
upgraded on 5 pillars
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education centers and several capacity-building
colleges for Africa, train 200,000 technicians for
African countries, and provide the continent with
40,000 training opportunities in China.

Meanwhile, China will off er African students
2,000 education opportunities with degrees or
diplomas and 30,000 government scholarships, he
said, adding that each year his country will also
invite 200 African scholars to visit China and 500
African youths to study in China each year and
train 1,000 media professionals from Africa.

On poverty reduction, Xi said China will
launch 200 “Happy Life” projects and special

programs focusing on women and children and 
cancel outstanding debts in the form of bilateral 
governmental zero-interest loans borrowed by the 
relevant least developed African countries that 
mature at the end of 2015.

In order to help Africa accelerate agricultural 
modernization, China will carry out agricultural 
development projects in 100 African villages to 
raise rural living standards, send 30 teams of 
agricultural experts to Africa, and establish a 
“10+10” cooperation mechanism between Chinese
and African agricultural research institutes, he 
added.

“China is greatly concerned about the poor 
harvest caused by El Nino in many African 

countries and will provide one billion yuan (156
million dollars) of emergency food aid to the
aff ected countries,” he said.

On security cooperation, Xi announced that 
China will provide a total of 60 million US dollars
in free aid to the African Union (AU) to support
the building and operation of the African Standby 
Force and the African Capacity for the Immediate
Response to Crisis.

“China will continue to participate in UN
peacekeeping missions in Africa and support
African countries’ capacity building in areas such
as defense, counter-terrorism, riot prevention,
customs and immigration control,” he said.

Established in 2000 to promote China-Africa
friendship and cooperation, FOCAC groups
China, 50 African countries that have established
diplomatic ties with China, and the Commission
of the African Union. Its last summit took place in
2006 in Beijing.
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dependable partner in President 
Muhammadu Buhari administration’s 
determination to change the direction 
and content of governance in Nigeria.

Buhari, who took offi  ce in May last, 
has promised to focus governance on 
the real needs of the vast majority of 
Nigerians.

At the Summit of the Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) 
held in Johannesburg, South Africa 
last month, he said China would 
always stand “shoulder-to-shoulder” 
with Nigeria in its quest to propel its 
people to prosperity.

Buhari expressed expectations on 
Chinese investment to boost Africa’s 
growth.

“Africa expects Chinese 
investment fl ows to the real sector of 
our economies to promote African 
enterprises,” he said.

At the summit, President Xi 
Jinping announced 10 major plans 
for China’s cooperation with Africa 
in the next three years, backed by 
a package of 60 billion U.S. dollars 
including grants, interest-free loans 
and preferential loans.

Analysts say the Johannesburg 
Summit has clearly shown China aims 
to facilitate the long-term growth of 
other countries instead of allegedly 
snatching up local raw materials.

Animashahun Davids, a public 
aff airs analyst said the establishment 
of the strategic partnership between 
China and Nigeria in 2005 had 
contributed immensely to improved 
relations.

He said the two countries were 
“a good and huge combination” that 
would benefi t both sides.

“With the eff ort being made by 
both governments so far, China and 
Nigeria’s strategic partnership will 
have a great development in the 
future,” he said.

Nigeria-China 
gear up for 
more fruitful 
results in 
bilateral ties
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sides give full play to the advantages 
of mutual trust and economic
complementarily and expand
cooperation in an all-round way.

Meanwhile, China and Africa,
which both boast a long and splendid
civilization, should learn from each
other in culture, and particularly 
focus on boosting people-to-
people exchanges between their 
youths, women, think tanks, media
organizations and universities, Xi said.

Also, the two sides need to close
ranks and help each other on security,
said the president, stressing that
Beijing supports Africa resolving
African problems in African ways and
stands ready to help Africa enhance
its capacity in safeguarding peace and
security.

In addition, Xi called upon the two
sides to cement unity and coordination
on international aff airs and jointly 
defend their common interests, saying
China will continue to support Africa
in playing a bigger role on the world 
stage.

Established in 2000 to promote
China-Africa friendship and 
cooperation, the FOCAC groups
China, 50 African countries that have
established diplomatic ties with China,
and the Commission of the African
Union. Its last summit took place in
2006 in Beijing.

 China and Africa have always been
a community of common destiny, with
the same historical experiences and
the same course of struggle having
made the two peoples forge profound
friendship, Xi said.

Over a long time, China and Africa
have been standing side by side in all
weathers and off ering help to each
other, he said.

Th e fundamental reason behind
the stronger and stronger China-
Africa friendship is that the two sides
have always treated each other on an
equal footing, and pursued win-win
cooperation for common development,
Xi said.

China and Africa are always good
friends, good partners and good

brothers, he added.
He however, pointed out that

Africa’s rapid development is exciting 
and encouraging and the momentum 
of the continent’s independence is 
irresistible.

Africa is actively exploring a
development path in line with its own 
conditions and pursuing an African 
way to address African issues.

Th e momentum of Africa’s rapid

development is irresistible, Xi said,
noting that African countries are
accelerating industrialization and
seeking independent and sustainable
development.

Th e momentum of African unity 
and self-renewal is also irresistible,
said the Chinese president, stressing
that the continent is speeding up
integration process and speaking with
one voice on the international stage.

China-Africa ties to be
upgraded on 5 pillars
Continued from page 1

 President Xi Jinping and his wife arriving at the 2nd summit on Forum on

China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC)



3Analysis ChinAfrica Newsletter/January 2016

aanta Claus aarriveded earlyy in Soututhh Affrrica — on a a 
CChinese jet. LLast mmonth, CChinesee Presiiddent Xi Jinpininngg 
signed mullttiple bbusinessss deals aand bbrrought off errss s of 

billiions in new ggrantsts, loans,, export ccredittss, and investmtmment
funnds as Africcan lleeaders met foror thee sixth Foruumum on 
Chhina-Africa Coopperationn, a trieennial l extravagannnzza that
shhowcases deevveloppment aand secuurity iissues of coonncern to 
CChinese and AAfriccan leadders.

Not surpprisinggly, Xi’s second d presididential visititt to Africa, 
wwhich also incluudded a sstop in Zimbmbabwe, hasss refocused
aattention onn Chiina’s exppanded d role on the connntinent. Th e 
story has dodominnated thhe airwwaaves aand has beeeen splashedd 
across broaadsheeets aroound thhe woorld. But aass is so oft enn 
the case witith Chhina-inn--Africa a coveerage, muchhh of it shouldd 
come with a waarning llabel: CConsuume with aa grain of sallt. 
Here are fifivve off the mmost danngeroous — and persistent —— 
myths abouut Chhinese enngagemment iin Africa thhhat are reliablly 
recycled byy the ppress. fifi rst — aand mmost damaagging — mytth 
is that Chinna is iin Africca only y to exxtract natuurral resourceses. 
Th ere is nno quuestion that tthe ccontinent’s vast naturaal 
resource enndowwmments aare a bigg drawaw for Chinnenese fi rms —— 
jjust as theyaare foor Westeern oil aanndmminerals giannnts like Shell, 
EExxonMobilil, andd Glenccore. Yeet evenen in oil-ricchh countries 
lilike Nigeria, this iis far froom the wwholele story. In 222014 alone, 
CChinese commpanieies signeed over $7$ 0 bbillion in cononnstruction 
coontracts in Africica thatt will yyield vital infrasasstrt ucture, 
prrovide jobs, aand bboost thhee skill seet of thhe local worrrkkfk orce.

Technologygy comompanieses have e alsoo done mumuuch to 
acccelerate locall develelopmennt. Moree than n a decade agogogo, the
Chininese telecomm fi rmm Huawewei establblisi hed d its West Afrfrricican 
trainning school ini  thee Nigeriaian capitatal, Abubuja. Ever sinnncecc , 
it hass been honiingn  thhe skills of locall enginneers who areree 
rollingg out the cellll phonne netwoworks thatat unddeerpin Africa’s 
telecommmunicationns revvolo ution. Th e storyry is ththe same in 
other seectors: Our CChinaa Africa ReR searchh Initiatative team 
at Johnss Hopkins UUnin verssiti y, whiichch has soought toto map 
Chinese enengagementaandn  anaalyze its iimmpact, fouund Chihinese 
factories inn Nigeria empmployingng Nigeriaians and pproducicingn  
building maaterials, light bub lbs,s, ceramiccs,s  and steeele  from m
ssalvaged shipsps. As one Niggere ian offio   cial tolold d me in a a 202 09 
inntet rview, “Th Thee Chinese are trt yingg tto get invovolved in evverery y
sectctor of our ecoonomy.”

AA second mytyth centers arouund thehe extent ofof CChinese 
ini volvvement on theecontinent. Obseservers oftoft en dramatatically 
ovoverstatate the scope ofof Chinese offi  ciaial fi nancnce — loans anand
aid d — plpledged to Afrfrici a and other dedevev lopiingng countries. 
Grananted, tthe Chinese aarer  not terribly trtransparrenent about
these fi financciai l fl ows. Wherereas members of ththe eOrganinisasation 
for Ecoonomicic Co-operation n and Developmenent (OECCD)D), 
whw ich coconsistss mainly of deveveloped states, repporo t their 
anannual, coounu try-lelevel commitmeentn s of loans and aidid, , the
Chhininese do nnot. BeBeijijing does, howewevev r, publish aggregatete 
fi gureres every fefew w yearrs s — and they aree llower than some of 
the breaeathless repeportingg wwould suggest. BeBetwt een 2010 and 
2012, ChChinese offiffi  cic al aidd ggrew rapidly, butt ttheh  total over 
tht ose three e yey ars cameme to justst $$14.4 billion globalllly.y.

Compare e that to a 202013 Ranand Corporation studdyy that 
trieed d to estimatte e Chinese aiaid d by aggggrer gating media reportsts. 
Th The fi fi gug re the stutudy’s authoorsrs came upup with was $189.3 
biillllion fofor 2011 aloonne. Wonderr wwhat thheyey counted? One
medidia storry y included aas s a Chinese aiaid d commititmem nt in their 

study off ers a pparartiticularly stark illustratitionon of their fl awed 
methodologogyy: In 2010, ,ththee bubusisinenessssppublicationnTTendersinfo 
News repepoorted thhatat a group of Chinese bubusis nessmemen n signed 
22 agrgreeementntss worth $250 million at an Egyyptptian bubusis ness 
foruumm. Setttiting aside the fact that only a tiny perercec ntagge e of 
mememorarandums of undndererststandiding llikike e this ever resuultl  in reeal 
pprojecctts, the ideaa tthhat such agreementtss would qualalify asas 
Chinnese aid coommmitments is absurd.

RResearchheers at the Japan International CCooperatition 
AgAgency Resesearch Instititutute maded aa mmore rigoroousu  eff ort tot  
esestimate tthhe volummee of Chinese devvelelopment aassistancee. 
UUnlike tthhe Rand rresearrchchers, they y fi figurered that aidd shouldd 
include e only the ttypess of things that ChChina, JJapan, annd other 
donor countrieess clasassify as offi  cial devvele opmment asssisi tance
— for eexamplee, graants and subsidized loaoans. Th eir esstit mate 
for Chhinese aidd in 22011 was a modest $4..5 biilllion.

Annother eequaally surreal example of commiitment 
infl atioon was tthe bbizarre 2013 story froom a Hongg Kong
newspaaper thatat Chhina had supposedlyy plededged$1 ttrillion 
in fi nannce for AAfrf ica a byb  2025, with 700 tto 8080 percentt of this 
fi figure cooming frroom CChih na’s Exporort-t-Impport Bank.k. Whenn
ththe reportr  appeareed,d  the CChihinenesse bannk k took thee unusualal 
sttepe  of poosting an oonln ine deniall aand even rreporteddlly 
threreatened llege al action. Yett tthhe sttory continuess tto circulaate. 
Th atat the fi gure e was in the realm of fantasy is cclelear: Reachhing 
tht is ggoao l would d hah ve required some $833 bbillion perr year.r. 
AlAlthouughgh Chinese bbananks are increasasiningly active in n AAfricaca, 
our r Chinnese e loan database hshows that their totalal fi nannccial 
commmitmentnts s in recent years have been rougghlhlyy $10 bibillion 
annualllyly.. Even tthih s level of fi nance hass bbeen diiffi ffi  cult to 
disburse in n countries s woworrrried ababououtt irising debebtt. In 2014, 
for example, ssucuch concerns led Ghana ttoo cancel half of 
a$3 billion loan facililitityy itit siggned thhrereee yyears earlier with the 
ChC ina Development Bank.

A A third persistent myth is that Chinese companannieieies
emplplloyoyoy mainly their own nationals. Last Julyy, , wwwhen 
Presidennttt BaB rack Obama told a group ofofof AAfrican 
ambassadors ininin EEEththiopia that “economicc rrelelelatatatiionships can’t 
simply be about bub illildididingngng cccououountntnt iririeses’’ infrastructure with 
fof reign labor,” everyone knew he was pointing the fi ngerr 
att CChih na. But was this an accurate description of Chinneese
busineessss ppractices? In a small group of oil-rich ccouountries 
wiw th expensisiveve construction sectors — inclclududiing Algeriia,a, 
Equauatotorial Guinea, andnd AAngngololaa —— gogovernments doo aallllow 
Chinese coconsn truction fi rms to import their oownwn workers 
from China. Butt elelsesewhwhere in Africica,a, tthehe research is clear: 
Th Th e vast majority of employees at Chinese fi rms are loocacall 
hires. HHono g Kong-based academics Barry Sautmmanan and 
Yan Hairong g susurvrveyyed 400 Chinese commpapaninies operating 
in over 40 African cou tnt iries. ThTh ey found that while
maananageg ment and senior technical positions tendeded tto 
remain CChihinen se, more than 80 percent of woworkrkers were 
lolocac l. Some compananieiess hahadd lolocacalilizezedd asas mmuch as 99 percenentt 
of theh irir wworkforces.

Our own rereseseararchch in Ethioppia foundnd tthahatt nearly 4,800 
Ethiopians were employed by the Chinese fi rm that built 
Ethiopia’s urban light rail project. Another 4,000 Ethiopians
worked at Huajian, a Chinese shoe factory close to the 
cacapipitat l of Addis Ababa. In both cases, some local workrkerers
were eveenn sesentn  to China for management traraininining. Th ese 
practices make economimicc sesensnsee foforr ChChinese companies. 

In oordr er to bring workers s frf om CChih na, they wwould have e tot  
pay muuchch higher salaries, plplusu  pay ffor airfare, room, and d 
board. ThTherere are certainly tensisiono s arouound manny y Chinese 
worksites in AAfrfrica, but they tendnd to sttemem from did sputes 
about salaries andnd work conditionsns — notot whetherer jobs
exe ist for locals.

A A fourth myth that wwon’t go away iis s that CChinese aaidi  
and fi finanancing is itself a vehihicle for securingng oil cononcessionsns 
anand miniingng rights. As Richchara d Behar wrroto e inn a 2008
artiiclcle e in Fastt Company, Chinana fi nances “hosspip tals, water 
pipelinees,s, dams, rrailways, airportts,s, hotels, socceer r stadiuiums, 
parliamentnt bbuildinngsgs — nearly all ofof them linkedd, , in somome 
waway,y to China’a’s s gaininng g access to raw w mam terials.” Th The Randnd 
Corpporo ation stududy yrefererenced above simmilarly suggesttede  that t
China “g“gets an exppana ded d sus pply of resoouurce commoddities 
expected aas payback”k  for iits aid. A 200909 Congressioonal 
ReResearch Sererviv cereportrt conclcludu ed: “Chinaa’s’s foreign aidd is
drivvene  primariilyly by the neneed foror natural resouurces.”

Yet t eae rlier thisis year, a ggror up oof f researchers whw o actuallyy 
trtraca ked ChC inese aiaid d commmiti mentnts reported tthah t natural 
resoouru ce acqcquisition ddid not eexplainn the pattern. Our own
databaases  has yyet to unncoc ver a ccase wwhere Chinesee aid was 
directly sswaw ppede  for a mmining oror oil ccono cession. OOnly one 
well-knownwn deaal l comes clc ose to resemmbling this pprar ctice. 
In 2007, thehe goverernment of the DDemoocratic Repubblic of 
ththt e Congo aand twtwo Chininese coonstrucuction compapanies 
fofoounuu ded a joinnt t venttuure to brring a mmoribuund copper mmine 
backckck to life. Th Theye  thehen negootiated wwith ChC ina’s Expoport-
Impooortr  Bank to ssecure e a $6 bbili lion coommeercial rate looan, 
guarannntet eing repayaymennt out oof the ffuturee profi ts froom 
the minnene. Th e loann, , whicich was llater redducedd to $3 billioon, 
would bebee used to fifinancece infraststructurree buililt by the twwo 
Chinese ccoompanies. EEven in this ccase, hoowew veer,r it was cleaar 
that the pririimam ry interreest off the Chihinese coompaanies was notot 
access to mmmineral richhese , buut fi ndining a waway to fi nance thee 
infrastructuurre projects theyy wantedd to buuild inn a countryy 
wwith a poor ccrc edit histoorry.

In mostt other caases wwhere Chinesse bbanks have 
ddemanded a ssecure fl oww of inncome tto guaraantee e large loans
inn Africa, thheere were nno Chhinese--operateed mmines or oil 
wwells involveddd. For exammple, GGhana securedd a $5562 million
looan to builddd its Bui DDam from CChina’s Expoort-Import 
BaBank with ccoocoa prodducedd by Ghhanaiann farmmers. In a 
siimilar vein, iit secured tthe $$3 billionn loan ffromm the China
DDevelopmennntt Bank — tthe onne that wwas lateer halvved — with 
ooil exports ffrfrom a conncessioon thatt was owwnedd by British 
mmultinationnaal Tullow OOil annd otherr non-CChineese partners.. 
In the Reppuuublic of Coongo, China providded a $1.5 billionn 
oil-backedd lloan, but haas no o oil asseets. Petrooleumm is pumpedd 
there by EEEuuropean fi rmrms ToTotal andd Eni.

Th e fi fi fiftft h and fi nanal myytth is thaat Chinana hass an insatiablle 
appetitee ffor Africann land,d, and peerhaps eeven aa plan to sennd 
groupspss of Chinese ppeasanants to grgrow fooodd in AAfrica that wwill 
then bbbe shipped baback hoome. In 22012, thhe chieief economisstt of 
the AAAfrican Devevelopmment Bannk calleedd Chhiina the “biggggest 
laanndnd grabber” inn Africica. One wwidely cicirculaated story allleeged 
thththat China hadad purrcchased hhalf the ffarm lland in the DDRC. 
Others claimmeed thaat Chinesse wereesestablisishing rural vviillages
across Afrricica. Butut in a boook pubbllishedd in Novembber, my 
research tteam aand I exxaamined 660 sttoories about CChinese 
agricultltuural innvestmenntts, includuding ththe one in thhe DRC. 
We sspent tthhree yeaarrs doingg fi elddwwork and coonducting
innteterviewsws in over aa dozen ccoountriries to check ththe facts — 
aand ouut t of nearly y 115 millionon acreses that Chinesee companies  
repoortrtedly acqquuired, we e foundd evidence ooff fewer thann 
70000,000 acreess. Th e larrggest eexxisting Chinesese farms weerre 
rubber, suugagar, and sisisal plaanntations. Nonene were growwiing
food forr eexport to CChhina. AAnd while counntries like Zammbia
now hohost as manyny as seveveral dozen Chininese entrepreenneurs s 
whwho grow croopps andd rraise chickens fofor local markkeets, wwe 
ffound no vilillalages off CChinese peasantnts.

Mythh-makinng g like this makes s it harder to ffoocus oon a
numbmbeer of veryry real problems thahat exist with CChhina-AAfrica
enenggagementnt, such as resourrcce transparenccyy, susstatainable 
timber ccertifi cation, and ththe protection of ennddangeredd 
speccieies. Distracted by immaginary problemems likeke the onenes
ooutlined above, Chinnaa-U.S. cooperatition on n Africa hhas 
moved at a glacial ppaace. Moving beyoyond mytythology mmight 
make for a slowewer news day as XXi wrapsps up his vvisit to 
South Africaa, bbut it will help creeaate a beettter informmed basis
for Weststeern engagement wwitithh Chinina — in AAfrica and d 
elseewhwhere.

Deborah Brautighanan is a Prrofofessor and d DDirector of f the 
International Deveelolopment t PProgrammmee at John HoHoppkinnss 
University Schhooool of AAdvdvanced Innteternational SStuddiies 
United Statetess. Her lattesestt book is “WWiill Africa Feeedd Chinina?”

 China and  African leadeders at t the 2nd d summit ofof Forumm on China Africa Cooperation (FOCAC)
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The year of 2015 will go down to the annals 
of history as the year which saw Sino-Africa 
relations take a giant leap forward.

Politicians and experts have agreed that this is the 
year where the relations between Africa and China 
was at the highest level.

Th e year started with the African Union and 
China signing the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) on the improvement of Africa’s transport 
system and enhancement of industrialization 
infrastructure.

Th e MOU was meant to transform Africa’s 
industrialization, transport system, including high 
speed railways, highways and aviation. Th is resulted 
in China sending its ambassador to the AU, which 
will dispatch its ambassador to China early next year 
to oversee the implementation of the MOU.

China has been pursuing a multi-pronged 
approach towards Africa, enhancing relations 
with the AU on the one hand and with individual 
countries on the other.

Sabelo Gatsheni-Ndlovu, Director of the Archie 
Mafeje Research Institute and a professor at the 
University of South Africa, said that the Sino-Africa 
relations developed and became stronger in 2015, 
highlighted by the Johannesburg Summit of the 
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) in 
early December in South Africa. It was the fi rst time 
that a FOCAC summit was held in Africa.

“Th at showed how strategic China continues to 
be for Africa,” Gatsheni-Ndlovu said.

Th e summit successfully accomplished all its 
major tasks under the atmosphere of sincerity, 
friendship, equality and a win-win cooperation.

It is a historic meeting in the history of China-
Africa relations.

It was in this summit that Chinese President 
Xi Jinping unveiled the 60 billion U.S. dollars aid 
package for Africa in the next three years.

Th e package seeks to help Africa to industrialize, 
modernize its agricultural production, boost the 
skills of its workers, build infrastructure and improve 
its health care.

Gatsheni-Ndlovu said, “China showed its 
commitment to be the main anchor of the African 
development with the pledges announced at the 

FOCAC Summit. China also showed its commitment 
to helping the AU and Africa with infrastructural 
development. Th is sees China fulfi lling its long 
term commitment to help Africa’s modernization, 
agriculture and industrialization.”

Yazini April, a research specialist from Human 
Science Research Council of South Africa, said 
Africa-China relations climbed to a much higher 

level in 2015.
“In 2015 China-Africa relations did go up and

that demonstrated trust and mutual benefi t. Th e
hosting of the FOCAC Summit was also a major
milestone in the relationship. Th e fact that it was
elevated to a summit on its own is a seriousness on
the relationship,” April said.

She stated that Africa and China develop their
relationship on the basis of mutual benefi t.

“China proved itself that it’s a dependable partner.
When China promise to do this and that this year,
they do it. China is not the World Bank or the U.S.
which tell you a lot stories and take time to deliver.
China has deliverables which are tangible,” April
said.

At the FOCAC Summit, China agreed to help
AU with its agenda 2063 and continue assisting with
infrastructural projects.

Th e tone of FOCAC this year changed and it was
not China deciding what needs to be done, April
said.

Africans were so much involved in the agenda of 
the summit with South Africa consulting with other

Members of the Ghana Association of 
Chinese Societies on Monday presented 
Christmas gift s to children at the Ku-

masi Children’s Home, a state-run orphanage in 
Ghana’s second largest city Kumasi.

Th e gift s included LED TV sets, tower fans, 
footballs, Christmas trees, detergents, cooking 
oil, rice, chocolate, and other food and drink.

Presenting the items on behalf of the associa-
tion, Wang Sheng, Political Counselor of the Chi-

Chinese in Gh

China-Africa cooperation u
new era of mutual benefi ts

 The picture shows the design sketch of the Maputo-Catembe Bridge, which is constructed by the China Road

and Bridge Corporation (CRBC), and would become one of the largest suspension bridges in Africa with a main

span of 680 meters.

 Photo taken on Mar. 5, 2014 shows the ongoing construction of Nairobi Southern Bypass project by China

Road and Bridge Corporation in Nairobi, capital of Kenya
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African leaders, she 
said.

Th is year also saw 
the establishment 
of China-Africa 
Joint Arbitration 
Centres (CAJAC) 
in China and South 
Africa. Th ese centres 
are responsible for 
handling complaints 
and solve them without 
resorting to the courts. 
Th e lawyers from 
Africa and China noted 
that as the trade and 
interaction increases, 
misunderstanding are 
bound to occur and 
CAJAC would handle 
those in an impartial 
manner.

Speaking at the 
end of the FOCAC 
Summit, South African 
President Jacob Zuma 
said the Sino-Africa 
relationship is at the 
highest level ever.

“Th is summit has 
certainly taken the 
FOCAC partnership to 
its highest level ever,” 
Zuma said.

South African 
Minister of 

International Relations and Cooperation, Maite 
Nkoana-Mashabane said the summit clearly 
illustrated the key principles of the FOCAC 
relationship, namely mutual trust, win-win 
cooperation and mutual benefi t.

“Most importantly, we have upgraded this 
partnership to a higher strategic level, that of 
a ‘Comprehensive Strategic and Cooperative 
Partnership’, thereby ensuring that we are better 
able to address the pressing needs of our peoples,” 
Nkoana-Mashabane said.

China-Africa trade reached 220 billion dollars 
last year with investments seen at 32.4 billion dollars.

In 2015, China-Africa trade is expected 
to approach 300 billion dollars. Th e direct 
investment in the fi rst half of 2015 went to 1.19 
billion dollars.

China has signed 245 new economic assistance 
agreements. China has also exempted 156 items 
of debt from 31 African countries. China has also 
signed medical aid agreements with 41 African 
countries.

Th e year of 2015 was indeed an eventful year 
which saw China-Africa Cooperation ushering in a 
new era of mutual benefi ts.

nese Embassy in Ghana, said the Christmas gift  
could improve the facilities of the orphanage and 
create a better environment for study and recrea-
tion for the children.

“From the smiling faces of boys and girls, I can 
see the happiness,” Wang said.

He hailed the growing traditional friendship 
between China and Ghana, adding the Summit 
of the Forum for China-Africa Cooperation held 
in South Africa early this month would further 

enhance the bilateral ties.
“I am deeply convinced that the follow-up ac-

tions of the summit will inject new impetus into 
our mutually benefi cial cooperation,” he added.

Th e Ghana Association of Chinese Societies, 
has been supporting the socioeconomic develop-
ment of Ghana.

Stephen Shen, Vice-President of Ghana As-
sociation of Chinese Societies, said the associa-
tion had been helping in boosting the relations 

between Ghana and China since its establishment 
in 2013.

“We encourage our members to participate in 
the social work,” Shen said.

Linda Osei, a Social Worker at the Kumasi 
Children’s Home, expressed her appreciation to 
the Chinese association.

“We really appreciate the items given to us es-
pecially for this festive season, rice, cooking oil, 
beverages, everything,” she said.

hana present Christmas gifts to orphans

Chinese steel pipe manufacturer Jiangsu
Yulong Group has broken ground for a major
manufacturing plant in Nigeria’s Lagos Lekki free

trade zone, aimed at supplying the country’s developing
oil and gas industries.

China said the fi rst of three investment phases in the
Yulong Lekki project would be an estimated $50 million.

Yulong Group deputy general manager Willy Wen
said that the plant would become “the No.1 complex 
welding and seamless pipe manufacturer in Nigeria” as
the group seeks to exploit new international markets.

Wen said the fi rst phase of the project involved
building a submerged arc welded pipe production unit
with a design production capacity of 150,000 tonnes
annually.

Th e second phase, at an estimated investment cost
of around $60m, will see construction of “an advanced
equipped steel pipe production unit” with a further
annual production capacity of 150,000 tonnes, Wen said.

Th e third and fi nal phase will see the group launch a
$10m tubing, casing, drill pipe and line pipe production
unit, Wen said.

China’s consul-general in Lagos Liu Kan said at
the ground breaking ceremony, on 16 December, that
the project “was an important part of China-Nigeria
industrial cooperation which would bring win-win
benefi ts”.

Th e project, which would cover an 180,000 square-
metre site, was expected to create more than 1,000 jobs
for Nigerians and “enhance modern technology transfer
by training engineers in the steel fabrication business”.

On completion, the plant “will be one of the largest
heavy industry plants in Nigeria”.

Nigeria is among countries at the forefront of growing
momentum for investment in start-ups in Africa,
according to research published earlier this year. Th e 2015
Venture Finance in Africa report, by start-up funding
platform Venture Capital for Africa (VC4Africa), said
the sum of all tracked investments in Kenyan start-ups
in 2014 was $4.7m, followed by South Africa ($2.8m),
Uganda ($1.5m) and Nigeria ($1.4m).

According to the US Energy Information
Administration (EIA), Europe is the largest regional
importer of Nigerian oil. In 2012, Europe imported
889,000 bpd of crude oil and condensate from Nigeria,
accounting for 44% of total Nigerian exports. Th e EIA
also listed Nigeria as the largest holder of natural gas
proven reserves in Africa and the ninth largest holder in
the world.

A report released last year from consultancy Ernst & 
Young (80-page / 2.4MB PDF) said Nigeria had been the
largest recipient of foreign direct investment in Africa
over the last decade, 80% of which had been invested in
the oil and gas sector.

Chinese steel plant project ‘to support 
Nigerian oil and gas development’

 Chinese steel pipe manufacturer Jiangsu Yulong Group has broken ground for a major manufacturing plant 

in Nigeria’s Lagos Lekki free trade zone, aimed at supplying the country’s developing oil and gas industries

shers in
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t gives me greeaat pleasure to meet so many African 
brothers and ssisters, who are both old and new friends 
of mine, in n the beautiful Rainbow Nation of Soutthh h 

Africa. As co--cchair of the Summit, I wish to express mmmy 
warm welcoomme to you for attending the Johannessbbuburg 
Summit of f the Forum on China-Africa Coopeerration 
(FOCAC).). I also wish to express my sincere apprereeciation 
to Southh Africa, host of the Summit, for the mmeeteticulous 
preparatations and thoughtful arrangements it t hhas made 
for thisis meeting.

Th This is my seventh visit to the African ccoontinent and 
also mmy second visit to Africa aft er takinngg offi  ce as the 
Chininese President. Every time I visit AfAffrrica, I see new 
proogress and new changes on this contiinnent.

Today’s Africa is a continent of eencouraging and 
dydynamic development. Africa has aactively explored 
aa path of development suited to iitits conditions and 
aadhered to the principle of solvinngg African issues in 
the African way. Such a momentnttuum of independent 
development is unstoppable. AAAfrica has actively 
advanced industrialization and pursued sustainable 
self-development. Such a momeenntum of rapid growth 
is unstoppable. Africa has acceelelerated its integration 
process and speaks in one voicicce on the international 
stage. Such a momentum of puurrsuing strength through 
unity is unstoppable.

Th e late President Nelson MMMandela of South Africa 
once said, “We stand at the dawwwn of an African century, 
a century where Africa will takkee its rightful place among 
the nations of the world.” I couulldn’t agree more with this 
statement, and I am convinceeed that African countries 
and people are embracing a neeww era that is truly theirs.

We in China, both the ggovernment and people, 
heartily rejoice over and are proud of Africa’s 
achievements. We sincerely wwish African countries and 
people greater achievements annnd an even brighter future 
in pursuing development and ppprogress.

China and Africa share aa common future. We 
Chinese and Africans have forgrgged profound friendship 
through our common historicaall experience and in our 
common struggles.

We have always supportedd each other in trying 
times. Th e Tazara Railway and tthhe Convention Center 
of the African Union built with CCChinese assistance are 
landmarks of China-Africa frienndn ship. Th e Chinese 
government and people took the lleeead in helping Africa 
fi fight Ebola and led the internatioioonal community in 
itits eff orts to assist Africa to commbmbat the epidemic, 
dedemonstrating the bond of brotherhooood between China 
annd Africa in time of diffi  culty. On ouurur part, we deeply 
apppreciate the African countries’ selfllflfl ess support to 
Chinina’s return to the United Nations andd ttheir donations 
madede to China when China’s Wenchuauaan n and Yushu 
areas wew re hit by massive earthquakes.

Whhat has made China-Africa friendsshhih p durable 
and vigogorous is that our two sides have alallwwaw ys been 
guided bby y the principle of treating each other aaas equals, 
promotinng g win-win progress and common develolol pment 
and enhanncing sincere friendship and coopeerarar tion. 
China and AAfrica will forever remain good friends, gggooo d 
partners and ggood brothers.

China and d Africa both shoulder the mission ooof f
developing ourr respective countries and improving 
the livelihood of f our peoples. Africa enjoys abundant 
natural and human n resources and has reached the stage 
of taking off  in industrt ialization. China, aft er reform and 
opening-up of over 330 0 years, now has the technology, 
equipment, professionaal l and skilled personnel and 
capital needed to help AAfrf ica realize sustainable self-
development. In particullarar, China has the strong 
political commitment to suppporo ting Africa in achieving 
development and prosperity. ChC ina and Africa share 
mutual needs and complementaarir ties and face a rare 
historic opportunity in pursuing ddevevelopment through 
cooperation.

In the new era, we should carry y forward the 
traditional China-Africa friendship and trtranslate the 

sstrengths of our traditional friendship into drivingg ffoorces 
to boost solidarity, cooperation and developpmment, so 
that we will deliver more tangible benefi ts too oour peoples 
and make greater contribution to the ddeevelopment of 
the world in a more balanced, just andd iinclusive manner 
and to the building of a new mododel of internationanal 
partnership based on win-win cooooperation.

Th e world is undergoining profound cchhanges. 
Economic globalization aannd IT applicatatiion have 
tremendously unleashed andnd advanced sociiaal productive 
forces. We are facing unnprecedented opopportunities of 
development. On the otothher hand, hegegemmony, terrorism, 
fi nancial turbulence and environmmental crisis have 
become more proonounced, poosising unprecedented 
challenges to us.

In conductinngg China’s relaattions with Africa, we 
adhere to the pprinciples of siinncerity, practical results, 
affi  nity and ggoood faith anndd uphold the values of 
friendship, juststice and shareded interests, and we will workk 
with our Afrriican friends too embrace a new era of winin-
win cooperaation and commmon development. With tthis 
in mind, I ppropose that the new type of China-AAfrica 
strategic papartnership bee upgraded to a comprehheensive 
strategic aand cooperattive partnership. To forgrge this 
partnershhip, we shouldd strengthen the followining “fi ve 
major pillllars”.

First, we should remain committed to political 

equality and mutual trust. A high degrgree of political 
mutual trust is the foundation of ChC ina-Africa 
friendship. We should respect each otherr’ss choice 
of development path and not impose one’s ownwn will 
ononon the other. On issues involving core interests aandnd 
maajojojor concerns of each side, we should show mutuall 
undeersrsr tanding, support each other and jointly uphold 
equity aaandn  justice. China strongly believes that Africa 
belongs totoo tthe African people and that African aff airs 
should be dedecicic ded by the African people.

Second, we ssshohh uld remain committed to promoting 
win-win economicicc ccooperation. We Chinese value both 
friendship and justiicecee as well as shared interests and 
place more importance onono  the former. Friendship and 
justice, which defi nes Chinaa-A-A-Africa relations, require us 
to facilitate Africa’s developmentntt eeendn eavour with China’s 
development and ultimately delivererr wwin-win progress 

and common ddeevelopment through mutually benefi cial 
cooperattioionn. We should fully leverage the strengths of 
polititiccal mutual trust and economic complementaries
bebettween China and Africa, and focus on industrial 
capacity cooperation as well as the three networks and 
industrialization. By doing so, we can deepen China-a
Africa cooperation in all areas and brriningg itits bbenefi ts to 
our peoples.

Th ird, we should rememain committed to mutually 
enriching cultural eexcxchhanges. Diversity makes the world
beautiful. We arree proud that both China and Africa have 
time-honorreded and splendid civilizations. We should 
strengthenen cultural exchanges and mutual learning
betweeeen China and Africa, facilitate more exchanges
betwtween the youths, women, think tanks, media,, 
ununiversities and other sectors of the two sisidedess, promote 
cultural interactions, policy coordiinanatition and people-
to-people exchanges to advancece ccommon progress and 
ensure the sustained growth h oof China-Africa friendship 
from generation to generratation.

Fourth, we should d remain committteded to mutual 

assistance in security. Poverty is the root cause of 
chchaos while peace is the guarantee for development. 
Devevelolopmp ent holds the key to solving all problems. China 
supportss tthe settlement of African issues by Africans 
in the Africann wway. We are of the view that in resolving 
security issues, botthh ththe symptoms and the root causes 
must be addressed in a hollisistiticc way. China stands ready to 
taakeke an active part in Africa’s eff orts inin ccapapacity-y building 
for mainintataining and strengthening peace and security a dnd 
support Afriricaca iin its endeavors to speed up development, 
eradicate poverty anndd rerealize durable peace.

Fift h, we should remaiin n cocommm itted to solidarity and
coordination in international aff airs. CChihinana aandnd Africa
share common position on and interests in a wide 
range of international issues. We should strengthen 
consultation and coordination so as to make the global 
governance system more just and equitable and uphold 
our common interests. China will continue to stand up 

 Chinese President Xi Jinpiping ng delivers a speech during

South Africa, Dec. 4, 2015. 

To ensure the successful 

implementation of these ten 

cooperation plans, China 

decides to provide a total 

of US$60 billion of funding 

support. It includes US$5 

billion of grant and zero-

interest loans; US$35 billion of 

loans of concessional nature 

on more favorable terms and 

export credit line; an increase 

of US$5 billion to the China-

Africa Development Fund 

and the Special Loan for the 

Development of African SMEs 

respectively; and the China-

Africa Fund for Production 

Capacity Cooperation with an 

initial contribution of US$10 

billion.
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and speak for Africa at the United NNatatioions and other 
fora to support Africa in playing a greater rorolele on the
world stage.

To build China-Africa comprehensive strategigic c
and cooperative partnership, China will implement
teten n coopperation plans with Africa in the next three
years. G iuidededd byby the principle of government 
guidance, businesses bbeieingng the major actors, market
operation and win-win coopereratation, these plans aim at
addressing three bottleneck issues hholo ding back Africa’s 
development, namely, inadequate infrfrasa tructure, lack 
of professional and skilled personnel, aandn  funding 
shortage, accelerating Africa’s industrializatatioi n and
agricultural modernization, and achieving sustaiainan ble
self-development.

First,t wwe will implement China-Africica a
industrialization plplan. China will actively promote
industry partnering and production capacity 
cooperation between Chinnaa and Africa and encourage 
momorere CChih nese enterprises to mamake business investment 
in Africa. CChihinan  will build or uupgp rade a number of 

industrial parks in cooperation with Africa, send senior 
government experts and advisers to Africa and set upup 
regional vocational education centers and schoololss ffor
capacity building. China will also train 200,0000 tteechnical 
personnel and provide 40,000 training opoppoportunities for
African personnel in China.

Second, we will implemmenentt CChina-Africa agricultural 
modernization n plplanan. CChina will share its experieencnce
iin agricultural development with Africa and d trtransfer 
readily applicable technologies to it. WWee encourage
Chinese enterprises to engage inn llaarge-scale farming,
animal husbandry, and grgraiainn storage and processing in 
Africa ttoo crcreaeatete more local jobs and increase farmers’ 
income. China will carry out agricultural development
projects in 100 African villages to raise rural living 
standards, send 30 teams of agricultural experts to
Africa, and establish a “10+10” cooperation mechanism
between Chinese and African agricultural research

instititututes. China is greatly concerned about the poor r
harvest cacaused by El Nino in many African countries
and will prooviv de RMB one billion of emergency food aid
to the aff ected d coc untries.

Th ird, we will iimpm lement China-Africa infrastructure
plplanan. China will step p upu  mutually benefi cial cooperation 
withh Africa in infnfrar structure planning, design, 
construcuctit on, operation, aand maintenance. We support 
Chinese enenterprises’ activive e participation in Africa’s 
infrastructuraral development, pparticularly in sectors such 
as railways, roaadsd , regional aviatation, ports, electricity and 
telecommunicatioions, to enhancece Africa’s capacity for 
sustainable developmpment. We willl also support African 
countries in establishhini g fi ve transpoortation universities.

Fourth, we will immplp ement Chinna-Africa fi nancial
plan. China will expaand its RMB B settlement and
currency swap operatioons with Affrirican countries,
encourage Chinese fi nanciaial institutions tto set up more
brbranches in Africa, and inncrease its invnvestment and
fi nanancing cooperation withh Africa in mmultiple ways
to pprovide fi nancial support and services for Africa’s

iindustrialization anand modernization drive.
Fift h, we wwill implement China-Africa green

developmenntt plan. China will support Africa in
bolsteringng its capacity for green, low-carbon and
sustaiainnable development and support Africa in 
laaununching 100 projects to develop clean energy, protececctt 
wildlife, promote environment-friendly agriculture aaannd
build smart cities. China-Africa cooperation will l nnnever
be pursued at the expense of Africa’s eco-syststteeem and
long-term interests.

Sixth, we will implement China-Afrriciccaa trade and
investment facilitation plan. China wiwiillllll carry out 50
aid-for-trade programs to improvvee e AAfrica’s capacity,
both “soft ware” and “hardware”, fofoorr conducting internal
and external trade and invesstmtmtment. China is ready to
negotiate with countries aaanndnd regional organizations in
Africa comprehensiveve fffrree trade agreements covering
trade in goods andndd ssseervices and investment cooperation

and it will increase import of AAfrican products. 
ChC ina will support African countriess in enhancing
laalaw w enforcement capacity in areas suchch as customs, 
quualala ity inspection and taxation. We will aalsl o engage in 
coopppere ation with Africa in standardization, cec rtifi cation 
and accccrc editation and e-commerce.

Seveentn h, we will implement China-Africaa poverty 
reductionn n plan. While intensifying its own poverty 
reduction effe  orts, China will increase its aid to Africa. 
We will carrryy y out in Africa 200 “Happy Life” projeccts and
poverty reduuucction programs focusing on womenn and 
children. We wwwill cancel outstanding debts in the foform 
of bilateral govveernmental zero-interest loans borrowwed 
by the relevant lelel ast developed African countries thhat 
mature at the endd d of 2015.

Eighth, we will imimi plement China-Africa public healthth 
plan. China will helellp p Africa strengthen its public healthh 
prevention and connnttrol system as well as its capacity y
building by participaatating in the building of the African 
Center for Disease Coonontrol. We will support pacesetting
cooperation betweenn 20 Chinese hospitals and 20
African hospitals, anddd upgrade hospital departments. 
We will continue to seenndn  medical teams to Africa and 
provide medical assisttaance such as the “Brightness 
Action” program for ccaataract patients and maternal 
and child care. We wwilili l provide more anti-malaria
compound artemisinin tto Africa, and encourage and
support local drug produucction by Chinese enterprises in 
Africa to increase Africannns’ access to medicine.

Ninth, we will implemment China-Africa cultural and 
people-to-people plan. CCChina will build fi ve cultural 
centers in Africa and proovvide satellite TV reception to 
10,000 African villages. WWWe will provide to Africa 2,000 
educational opportunitiess with diplomas or degrees and 
30,000 government schoollarships. Every year, we will 
sponsor visits by 200 Affrrican scholars and study trips 
by 500 young Africans too China, and train 1,000 media
professionals from Africcaa. We support the opening of 
more direct fl ights betwweeen China and Africa to boost 
our tourism cooperationnn.

Tenth, we will implleement China-Africa peace and
security plan. China wwwill provide US$60 million of 
grant to support the building and operation of the 
African Standby Forcee e and the African Capacity for the 
Immediate Responsee to Crisis. China will continue to 
participate in UN peeeaacekeeping missions in Africa and
support African coouuntries’ capacity building in areas 
such as defense, ccounter-terrorism, riot preventionn, 
customs and immimiiggration control.

To ensure the ssuccessful implementation of these teen 
cooperation plananns, China decides to provide a total l of 
US$60 billion ofoff ffunding support. It includes US$5 billlion 
of grant and zeerero-interest loans; US$35 billion of loaanns of 
concessional nnature on more favorable terms and exexport 
credit line; aan increase of US$5 billion to the CChina-
Africa Devevveelopment Fund and the Special Loann for the 
Developmmment of African SMEs respectively; and the 
China-AAfAfrica Fund for Production Capacity Cooooperation 
with aannn initial contribution of US$10 billion.

Th Th Th is year marks the 15th anniversary oof FOCAC. 
Th Thee past 15 years have seen fruitful progrreess in China-
AAfAfrica practical cooperation across thee board. Two-
wway trade and China’s total non-fi nanncial investment 
in Africa in 2014 were 22 times and d 60 times that of 
2000 respectively, which shows Chinna’s contribution to 
Africa’s economic development haas risen signifi cantly. 
FOCAC has become a pacesetetter in China-Africa
cooperation, an example in Sououth-South cooperation, 
and a champion for greater iinternational attention to 
and input in Africa.

China-Africa relationsns have today reached a stage 
of growth unmatched inin history. We should scale the 
heights, look afar andd ttake bold steps. Let us join hands, 
pool the vision and d strength of the 2.4 billion Chinese 
and Africans andd open a new era of China-Africa win-
win cooperatioonn and common development.

Th ank yoyouu!”

g the opening ceremony ofof ththe Johannesburg Summit of the Forum oon China-Africa CoCooperation in Johannesburg, 
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Two farms run by China’s Citic company are 
serving as a showcase of modern agriculture 
in Angola, said Liu Guigen, general manager 

of the farming development program of Citic Africa.
Black Rock in Angola’s central Malanje province 

is one of the two 10,000-hectare farms Citic is 
developing in Angola, with currently 3,000 hectares 
of corn and 1,000 hectares of beans planted.

To the delight of the Angolan agriculture 
ministry, Black Rock yielded over 20,000 tons of 
corns and beans in the last two harvest seasons, the 
highest unit production in Angola’s farming history.

Liu said Citic’s agricultural cooperation with 
Angola was still at a preliminary stage and two farms 

served as a showcase of modern agriculture in the 
African country.

Th e Angolan government hoped Citic might 
establish modern farms in other provinces, he said.

Th e other 10,000-hectare farm was in the 
northern Uige province, and was devoted to rice 
planting and animal husbandry, said Liu.

It is estimated that Angola needed some 4 
million tons of grains a year to meet the need of 
its 23 million population. Only 1.5 million tons 
are locally produced each year. Modern farming 
seems indispensable for the country to achieve self-
suffi  ciency in grain production.

Norbberto dos Santos, governor of Malanje, 

said his province hoped to cooperate with Chinese 
companies in the farming sector, in particular 
in irrigation, processing of agriculture produces, 
household farming and the training of local farmers 
to provide more jobs and improve the living 
standards of the local population.

Cui Aimin, Chinese Ambassador to Luanda, said 
food security was a key part of national security, and 
the development of agriculture was a key part of 
national development.

Th e ambassador expressed the Chinese 
government’s support to the cooperation between 
Chinese companies and their Angolan counterparts 
in the fi eld of agriculture.

Chinese-run farms showcase 
modern agriculture in Angola

Chinese projects in Mozambique in the past 
decade have been hailed by locals, according
to a publication released in Maputo.

Th e publication, compiled by the China-Mozambique
Commercial Association introduces in Portuguese
some 30 projects that the Chinese government and
Chinese companies have carried out in Mozambique
in the past decade aimed at helping in the country’s 
social and economical development.

It was released on a reception held by the
Economic and Commercial Department of the
Chinese Embassy in Mozambique.

Th e Directorate for Asia and Oceania of 
Mozambican Ministry of Foreign Aff airs, Belmiro
Malate, said in his speech that China was one of the
most important partners for Mozambique.

“China has played the role in supporting
the realization of what is our biggest dream as
Mozambicans, which is the elimination of poverty,
through its contribution to the development or
implementation of various projects, in education,
health, infrastructure, in promoting economic and
trade cooperation,” said Malate.

Th e publication included interviews with about
100 offi  cials and residents who all expressed their 
gratitude and reviews towards the Chinese projects.

Technology Minister Jorge Nhambiu noted in the
publication that Mozambique’s National Data Center
with 800 terabytes of physical space was created by 
loans from the Export-Import Bank of China.

Other main projects includes Zimpeto National
Stadium, Maputo International Airport, Maputo
Ring Road, Maputo-Catembe Bridge and its link 
roads, and the Chinese medical team in Mozambique.

Su Jian, Chinese Ambassador to Mozambique,
said at the ceremony that the meeting between the
two countries’ leaders in Johannesburg, South Africa
on the sidelines of a China-Africa summit early 
this month would inject new vitality into bilateral
relations.

At the summit, Chinese President Xi Jinping
announced 10 major plans for cooperation with
Africa in the next three years, backed by a package of 
60 billion U.S. dollars including grants, interest-free 
loans and preferential loans.

China-aided 
projects in 
Mozambique 
lauded by 
locals

The direct fl ight between the Chinese city 
Guangzhou and Kenya’s capital Nairobi
launched by China Southern Airlines in

August has elevated Sino-Kenya relations, airline
offi  cials say.

Linda Masinde, a supervisor at China Southern
Airlines Nairobi offi  ce, said the Nairobi-Guangzhou
direct fl ight had enhanced Sino-Kenya trade and
people-to-people exchanges.

“Th e direct fl ight from Nairobi to Guangzhou is
popular with Kenyan business people and Chinese
tourists. In the last fi ve months, we have recorded
brisk business in this competitive route,” Masinde
said on Wednesday.

Hailed as a milestone in Sino-Kenya ties, the
direct fl ight so far has gained popularity among
travelers between the two countries owing to its
convenience and modest cost.

“Th e direct fl ight is enticing to Kenyan business

executives traveling to China since they can land 
in the country on time and book for a return fl ight
promptly. Th e Chinese passengers who are mostly 
tourists have appreciated our service,” Masinde said.

Masinde said the direct fl ight handled an 
estimated 1,000 passengers every week.

“We have been making three fl ights in a week 
during the peak season and each fl ight handles 180 
passengers. All our fl ights have been full since the 
inaugural launch in August,” said Masinde.

Wu Weijun, the General Manager of China 
Southern Airlines Nairobi offi  ce, said the Nairobi-
Guangzhou route recorded good returns despite 
competition.

“Basically, our performance in the Nairobi-
Guangzhou route has been good and we intend 
to make Nairobi our hub in Africa,” adding China 
Southern Airlines intended to expand its foot print 
across the continent.

Direct fl ights boost Sino-Kenya trade 
and exchanges: airline offi cials

 Chinese President Xi Jinping (R) meets with Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta in Johannesburg, South 

Africa, Dec. 3, 2015.
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Construction of China-aided school,
Otjomuise Secondary School in
Namibian capital Windhoek, is near

completion and will open for its fi rst academic
year later this month.

“Th e key to the school will be offi  cially 
handed over to the Ministry of Education,
Arts and Culture on Jan. 16 2016,” Li Hui,
project manager of PAN-China, the company 
which contracted to construct the school, said
Tuesday.

According to Li, the school, whose
construction commenced in August 2014, is
designed and modelled on the latest state-of-
the-art design and technology.

He said the school has 23 standard classrooms
and will accommodate 800 learners. Th e school
is also equipped with laboratories, supervisory 
teachers’ housing, hostel facilities, specialized
classrooms as well as sport facilitates.

Th e development of the school culminates
from a bilateral agreement signed between
Chinese and Namibian governments. Namibia
received a grant of 120 million Namibian
dollars or 12 million U.S. dollars from China
for the construction and development of the
school.

China-aided Namibian school set to open

 Chinese Ambassador to Namibia Xin Shunkang (2nd R) poses for a group photo with Namibian offi cials at the 

launching ceremony in Windhoek, Namibia, Dec. 15, 2015. The upgrading into a dual carriageway of the road that

links Namibia’s capital Windhoek and the Hosea Kutako International Airport is being done by a joint venture 

between the China Railway Seventh Group and the Namibian company Onamagongwa Trading Enterprises was 

launched.

China to help Ebola-hit Guinea 
hone health care capacity
Chinese President Xi

Jinping met with
Guinean President

Alpha Conde and pledged
to help the West African
country once beset with an
Ebola outbreak strengthen
public health systems.

Beijing is pleased
to see that Guinea has
beaten the Ebola virus, Xi
said, recalling that when
the crisis broke out last
year, his country, out of 
its brotherly bond with
Guinea, took the lead in
providing assistance.

China, he added,
will continue to send
medical teams to Guinea
and support Conakry 
developing public health
and epidemic prevention
networks and promoting
its capacity-building in this
vital public-welfare area.

Noting that Guinea
is the fi rst sub-Saharan
country to establish
diplomatic ties with
China and that the two
nations boast a profound
traditional friendship, Xi
said his country attaches
great importance to its
relations with Guinea.

“China stands
ready to work with
Guinea to translate
their time-honored
friendship into sustained impetus for
bilateral cooperation and common
development,” Xi said, suggesting that
the two countries cement political
mutual trust, boost friendly exchanges

at all levels and deepen win-win 
cooperation, so as to bring more 
benefi ts to both peoples.

China encourages its enterprises 
to participate in Guinea’s industrial 
construction and invest in the 

country’s agricultural production and 
processing sectors, added the Chinese 
president.

Conde, For his part, also spoke 
highly of the long-standing friendship 
between Guinea and China, and 

expressed his gratitude for China’s 
long-running support for his country, 
particularly the valuable and timely 
assistance China off ered for its struggle 
against the Ebola outbreak.

Guinea, he said, is committed 
to strengthening its cooperative 
partnership with China and hopes to 
expand bilateral cooperation in such 
fi elds as hydro-power and mining.

Both Xi and Conde are in 
Johannesburg for the second summit 
of the 15-year-old Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation, which groups 
China, 50 African countries that have 
established diplomatic ties with China, 
and the Commission of the African 
Union.

Guinea is one of the worst-hit 
countries in the worst Ebola outbreak 
in history, which has taken more 
than 11,000 lives across West Africa. 
Although having not been offi  cially 
declared clear, it is now in a 42-day 
countdown to the end of the crisis 
since the last known Ebola patient 
in the country recovered in mid-
November.

In the battle against the grave 
threat, China provided Guinea and 
other aff ected African countries 
with enormous assistance, which 
has once again testifi ed to the close 
friendship between China and Africa 
and demonstrated the principles of 
sincerity, real results, affi  nity and good 
faith in China’s Africa policy.

In September, a Chinese medical 
team that helped fi ght the Ebola 
epidemic in Guinea was honored 
with the South-South Awards, which 
recognizes governments, organizations 
and individuals that have made 
outstanding contributions to global 
sustainable development.

 Chinese President Xi Jinping (R) meets with Guinean President Alpha Conde in Johannesburg, 

South Africa, Dec. 3, 2015.
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Cultural exchanges are dialogues between minds,
communications of sentiments and ties of 
friendship. Cultural exchanges between diff erent

countries help to enhance mutual understanding and
promote win-win cooperation. China and Africa
both have a long history and splendid culture, and are
both cradles of human civilizations. Th rough cultural
exchanges, the ancient cultures of China and Africa are
now in full bloom and splendor.

Chinaand Africa have enjoyed a long history of 
exchanges. Six hundred years ago, Zheng He sailed
westward through Indian Ocean and beyond for seven
times, out of which he reached Africa three times. Th rough
cultural exchanges, these two lands with rich cultural
heritage gained a close look at each other and developed
mutual appreciation and fondness. Confucius Institutes,
Chinese cultural centers, Chinese gardens were recently 
opened in African countries; African culture is also
becoming popular with Chinese people. Th e passionate
African music and dance are now on stage in Beijing, with
African art treasures like wood carvings, bronze carvings
and ivory carvings gaining popularity in China.

Th e offi  cial China-Africa cultural exchanges started
in 1955, when China and Egypt signed in Beijing
the Minutes on China-Egypt Government Cultural
Cooperation. In 2006, the Beijing Summit of Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation established the new type of 
strategic partnership between China and Africa, featuring
political equality and mutual trust, economic win-win
cooperation and cultural exchanges. Th is raised the
cultural exchange and cooperation to the same level of 
signifi cance as political and economic cooperation. Th e
Beijing Action Plan (2007-2009) passed by the Beijing
Summit set out three initiatives: to actively implement the
bilateral government exchange programs, promote and
support art exhibitions and performances at the local level
and between the peoples, and set up the African Cultural
Visitors Program.

Since then, thanks to the joint eff orts of both sides,
these initiatives have been thoroughly implemented
in many areas. Th anks to these initiatives, by the end
of last year, China has set up three Chinese cultural
centers in Egypt, Mauritius andBenin. Th ese centers have

become an important window for the African people to 
understand China and the Chinese culture. In the past 
three years, 734 members of Chinese art troupes from 20 
provinces and cities have visited and performed in Africa, 
participating in 27 art festivals or celebrations held by 
African countries. Th e Chinese side has invited a total of 
370 artists from 21 African countries to visit and perform 
in China, participating in international art festivals hosted 
by China.

Th e African Cultural Visitors program is also 
blossoming. Since 2007, China’s Ministry of Culturehas 
further substantiated the program, and invited a total of 
61 African cultural offi  cials and personages in six groups 
to visit China, to participate in activities like Roundtable 
Conference on Cultural Policy and Africa Guest Painters 
Visit China Project, thus further deepening the China-
Africa culture exchanges.

Cooperation in academia and institutions of higher 
learning is also an integral part of China-Africa cultural 
exchange. China has been actively working to increase the 
number of Chinese government scholarships to African 
students. By 2009, China has raised the scholarships 
to 4,000 per year. In the meantime, the training of 
African professionals and construction of African rural 
schools are also moving forward smoothly. China has 
opened 23 Confucius Institutes and classrooms in 16 
African countries. Also, China has established eff ective 
communications mechanisms with press authorities in 
many African countries. News media, with reporting 
and coverage of the other side, play a unique role in 
strengthening friendship, promoting exchange and 
cooperation between China and Africa.

It is particularly noteworthy that the “Cultures in 
Focus” activities hosted by China and Africa on each 
other’s soil have become a highlight for China-Africa 
cultural exchanges. In 2008 and 2009, China’s Ministry of 
Culture together with others hosted “African Culture in 
Focus” and “Chinese Culture in Focus” activities. Th ese 
activities showcased Chinese and African cultures and 
fruits of cultural exchanges from diff erent angles, and 
strongly promoted the development and prosperity of 
China-Africa cultural exchanges. In November last year, 
the Sharm El Sheikh Action Plan (2010-2012), passed 

by the 4th Ministerial Conference of Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation, further stated that China and Africa
would work together to promote “Cultures in Focus”
activities. To deliver on this pledge and implement the
Action Plan, China’s Ministry of Culture, working with
other ministries, will launch a series of major cultural
events under “African Culture in Focus 2010”in Beijing,
Gansu, Qinghai and Shenzhen from May to November
2010. Th ese “Culture in Focus” events have far-reaching
signifi cance, and will certainly play a key role in
promoting cultural exchange and deepening friendship
between China andAfrica.

Th e “Cultures in Focus” events hosted by China and
Africa help us to understand each other from a human
perspective, enrich our own cultures, and help to preserve
cultural diversity in the world. Centuries of colonial
rule have restricted the spread of African culture and
development of its culture industry. Within the trend of 
economic globalization, the dominant western culture,
armed with its capital and technology advantage,
aggressively roams through developing countries under
the banner of free trade. As a result, developing countries
see their own cultural products increasingly marginalized.
Unless developing countries rise up to defend and develop
their own culture and culture industry, there would be no
cultural sovereignty or cultural security, and possibly not
even a cultural base for sustainable development. From
this perspective, the “Cultures in Focus” events hosted
by China and Africa undoubtedly have a highly strategic
signifi cance.

Hu Jintao, former president of China, once pointed
out, “China will remain a close friend, reliable partner
and good brother ofAfrica”. Today, the three words
“friend, partner, brother” have been engraved on the
logo for China-Africa cultural exchange in both Chinese
and English. Th e bond of friendship, partnership and
brotherhood is now fl owing in the veins of Chinese and
African people. China-Africa cultural exchanges, in its
various forms and rich substance, have fl owed from tiny 
streams into a mighty river. With Chinese and African
people joining hands in their journey through the new 
millennium, the fl ourishing China-Africa cultural
exchanges promise to blossom into even more splendors.

We look back to the year 2015 with pride
at the milestones we have achieved,
prompted by the declaration of the “Year

of Women’s Empowerment for the Realization
of African Agenda 2063”. We undertook several
interventions towards the empowerment of women
and girls, with the African Union (AU), the Regional
Economic Communities (RECs) member states and
all other sectors working together to deliver on this
noble goal.

Several successful elections were held in
member states, and we congratulate the peoples
and governments for their commitment at each
election, to move a step further towards realizing the
spirit and letter of the African Charter on Elections,
Governance and Democracy.

Our collective eff orts of solidarity paid dividends
when we fi nally defeated the Ebola epidemic
in West Africa and made progress towards the
operationalization of the African Centre for Disease
Control.

Th e African Union Commission of Inquiry on
South Sudan (AUCISS), the fi rst of its kind on the
continent, fi nalized its assignment and came up with
recommendations on peacemaking, transitional
justice, and sustainable development for the Republic
of South Sudan.

We remain concerned about the ongoing
challenges faced by the peoples of Burundi, Libya,
Mali and South Sudan, and the African Union
remains committed to work with our Member states
to ensure that lasting peace is restored.

We pay tribute to the African peacekeepers who

continue to serve the continent and help to move us 
closer to the goal of silencing the guns by 2020. To 
those who during 2015 made the ultimate sacrifi ce, 
we shall remember their contributions.

During the year, the African Union Commission 
in conjunction with the United Nations Economic 
Commissions for Africa (UNECA) introduced 
the African Union Gender Scorecard to, among 
other things, take stock of the impact of gender 
interventions on women empowerment towards 
the accomplishment of the Africa Agenda 2063. 
Th e outcome of this eff ort reveals that signifi cant 

achievements had been made, but much more needs
to be done, and done faster.

In order to sustain the momentum of gender
equality and women’s empowerment in 2015, the
African Heads of States and Government declared
2016 as the year of Human Rights with special 
emphasis on women rights to, among other things,
compliment and build on the 2015 achievements.

In view of the foregoing and considering the fact
that the year 2016 marks a veritable watershed on
the continental human rights trajectory, the African
Union will focus on the following three thematic
areas to promote human rights in general and women
rights in particular this year.

• Knowledge production and management
on human rights in general and women rights in
particular,

• Advocacy and outreach on promotion and
protection of human rights in Africa, with special
emphasis on the rights of women, and

• Multi-Sectoral dialogue(s) on human rights and
the rights of women in particular.

We look forward to partnering with you on
these noble initiatives this year. Let me seize this
opportunity to thank the Regional Economic
Communities, the AU Organs and Institutions
and African Union member states, civil society 
organisations and the international community for
their commitment to the aspirations of our Union
and to wish everyone a very prosperous, peaceful
and happy 2016.

H.E Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma
Chairperson of the African Union Commission

New Year Message (2016) of H.E. Nkosazana Dlamini-
Zuma The Chairperson, African Union Commission (AUC)  

China-Africa Cultural Exchanges in Full Bloom and Splendor


